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To supporters, Castro threw off the yoke of
tyranny and brought economic justice and
benefits such as free education and health
care for all. To opponents, he simply imposed
a new dictatorship that impoverished a
once-prosperous nation and robbed its people
of opportunities.
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Cuban revolution still alive at 50
Some consider
it as a triumph,
others a tragedy

Jeff Franks
Havana
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Fifty years after Fidel Castro
led a band of rebels to victory
over a U.S.-backed dictator,
his revolution goes on, Cuba
firmly in its grip, in what some
view as a triumph and others a
tragedy.

That it has survived may be
its greatest accomplishment,
given five decades of unstint-
ing opposition and an econom-
ic embargo from the nearby
United States.

Castro, who was 32 when he
took power on Jan. 1, 1959, has
become a sick old man, many
of his fellow Cold War leaders
have died and communism
has almost disappeared
around the world.

Yet Cuba’s revolution con-
tinues and despite the desper-
ate hopes of exiles on the other
side of the Florida Straits, peo-
ple on the Caribbean island
see no end to its rule.

In February, Cuba man-

aged a smooth succession of
power when Raul Castro, 77,
officially replaced his older
brother as president. Fidel, 82,
has not been seen in public
since undergoing intestinal
surgery in July 2006, but is still
thought to wield considerable
power.

Fidel and his rebels were
greeted by ecstatic crowds
when they rolled into Havana
after chasing dictator Fulgen-
cio Batista from power. But the
early euphoria faded as Castro
and the United States became
locked in a Cold War show-
down and he was allied with the
former Soviet Union, imposing
communism on Cuba.

The bitterness generated in
those early years never went
away as Castro opponents fled
to Miami, unsuccessfully plot-
ted his demise and waited in
vain for the long-standing U.S.
trade embargo against the is-
land to topple him.

As the 50th anniversary of
the revolution approaches and
the government prepares
modest celebrations for next
week, Cubans are divided on
whether it has all been worth
it.

‘‘History will absolve me,’’
Castro said in a famous 1953
courtroom speech as Batista

tried to end his rebellion by
jailing him, but there is little
agreement on his legacy.

To supporters, Castro threw
off the yoke of tyranny and
brought economic justice and
benefits such as free educa-
tion and health care for all.

Opponents say he simply
imposed a new dictatorship
that impoverished a once-
prosperous nation and robbed
its people of opportunities.

Almost everyone chafes at

monthly salaries that average
$20 a month. Government food
rations meet part of their di-
etary needs but many, if not
most, Cubans participate i  n a
thriving black market to make
ends meet.

‘‘Fifty years in this struggle
and there’s no progress,’’ said
46-year-old security guard Ga-
briel Mata as he took a break
under a tree in Havana’s Ve-

dado district. ‘‘We see other
countries advancing, but not
our own. There just aren’t any
options here.’’

Others say Cuba is a better
place, and will continue to im-
prove.

‘‘People don’t remember
what Cuba was before the rev-
olution. Cuba was a country
sold out to the United States,
where poor people had no op-
portunities,’’ said a 61-year-
old public employee who gave

his name only as Robert. ‘‘The
revolution brought equality of
opportunity.’’

Most Cubans who are un-
happy with the government
shrug their shoulders as if to
say ‘‘Why bother?’’ when
asked why there is not more
dissent. The better option,
some say, is to leave the coun-
try, as at least 1 million Cu-
bans have done since 1959.

The inefficiencies of a cen-
trally planned economy, lack
of incentive for greater pro-
ductivity and a general mal-
aise surrounding the aging
revolution have held back the
economy.

The government places
much of the blame for the
country’s woes on the U.S. em-
bargo, imposed in 1962 in
hopes of strangling the econo-
my and bringing down Castro.

But critics say Castro’s pur-
suit of social equality turned
what was one of Latin Ameri-
ca’s most prosperous nations
into a basket case dependent
on benefactor countries like
the Soviet Union before its 1991
collapse and now Venezuela.

‘‘They dealt with inequality
by basically making all the
people poor. They’ve equal-
ized poverty, if you will,’’ said
Frank Mora at the National
War College in Washington.

Fidel makes no apologies
for what Cuba has become,
saying it was required be-
cause the fight for socialism is
ultimately against an oppo-
nent more formidable than
any one man or country.

‘‘In the hard battle for those
objectives, the worst enemy is
the selfish instinct of the hu-
man being. If capitalism

means the constant utilization
of that instinct, socialism is
the incessant battle against
such natural tendency,’’ he
said recently in one of the
newspaper columns he regu-
larly writes.

Many Cubans were excited
about the prospect for change
when the more pragmatic

Raul took power last Febru-
ary and instituted reforms
that allowed them for the first
time to buy computers, cell
phones and DVD players and
to go to hotels and stores previ-
ously open only to foreigners.

Since then, most reforms
have come to a halt for rea-
sons no one outside the govern-

ment really knows.
In a slight reversion to their

prerevolutionary past, some
Cubans now say their best
hope for change may come
from the United States, where
President-elect Barack Oba-
ma has promised to ease the
embargo and possibly pursue
talks with Cuba.

Sustained progress, growth present investment opportunities
Jos ´e Ferná ndez de Cossı́o
AMBASSADOR OF CUBA TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

On Jan. 1, the National Day of
Cuba, 50 years of the triumph
of the Cuban Revolution will
be marked, a date when the
nation won its independence
and sovereign-
ty, beginning
the deep trans-
formation of
the political,
economic and
social order,
which has been
sustained since
then by the amplest of popular
endorsement.

From its first moments to
the present day, the revolu-
tionary victory has faced open
hostility from successive U.S.
administrations. As a result,
Cuba has been a victim of all
types of aggression, including
a fierce economic blockade
applied extraterritorially for
almost 50 years that has been
condemned repeatedly and by
overwhelming majority in the
United Nations.

All those actions violate in-
ternational right and the fun-
damental norms of coexis-
tence among nations, and
have the declared purpose of
destroying the revolution and
producing a regime change,
thus leading the country back
to the condition of a dependent
state with limited sovereign-
ty.

President Raul Castro has
publicly reiterated his readi-
ness to enter into a dialogue
with the government of the
United States, conducive to
the solution of the dispute,
without preconditions, on the
basis of equality and mutual
respect.

The foreign policy of Cuba,
based on the principles and ob-
servant of the postulates of the
United Nations Charter, has
won recognition and prestige
in the international arena. As
a result and for the second
time, Cuba holds the presiden-
cy of the Nonaligned Move-
ment, the most numerous
grouping of states members of
the United Nations. Also, and
by its active work in the U.N.
system and its agencies, it has
received ample support to oc-
cupy different functions in the
system.

Cuba maintains diplomatic
relations with 186 states and
has established embassies in
123 countries. There are 108
diplomatic missions in Ha-
vana.

In 2008, my country was in-
corporated into the Rio Group,
in which all the nations of Lat-
in America are represented.
In the same year, Cuba and
the European Union normal-
ized relations.

The social achievements of
the revolution, particularly in
the fields of health, education
and sports, are recognized be-
yond our national borders. At

present, in expression of soli-
darity with other peoples,
38,148 Cuban doctors and
health-care specialists work
in 73 countries and two over-
seas territories.

At an early date, the revolu-
tionary power eliminated the
prevailing illiteracy and es-
tablished the bases to make
free universal education at
different levels readily acces-
sible to the people. Cuban
teachers extend their coopera-
tion to other countries, where
the Cuban method of alphabet-
ization, ‘‘Yo si puedo,’’ official-
ly recognized by UNESCO,
has benefited hundreds of
thousands of people.

The vast and important
transformation in the field of
education enabled the cre-
ation of a series of research
and development centers that
contribute decisively to the

scientific and technological
progress of the country. The
triumphs of Cuban athletes at
the great international sports
events are indicators of the
right sports policies, which en-

courage and bring about mas-
sive participation of citizens of
all ages.

In the Japanese market, my
country acquires products of
high quality and sophisticated
technology for the national
health system. Prestigious
Japanese companies, at dif-
ferent moments, have provid-
ed equipment for the construc-
tion, mining and fishing indus-
tries, and they are also
present in the automotive and
transport fields, and in the
power-generation sector.

Cuba extracts inside its ter-
ritory almost one half of the
petroleum and gas that it con-
sumes, having in addition in
its exclusive maritime zone
within the Gulf of Mexico, ver-
ified reserves of 9 billion bar-
rels of petroleum and 630 bil-
lion cubic meters of natural
gas.

My government would like
Japanese enterprises in the
sector to participate in con-
tracts for the exploitation of
the said resources in the same
way as oil companies of other
countries do.

The national pharmaceuti-
cal industry has been gaining
prestige and increasing im-
portance as one of the major
export areas of the country, in-
cluding, together with generic
drugs, new medicines ob-
tained by means of biotechnol-
ogy such as vaccines against
hepatitis B and meningitis,
and also drugs to treat certain
types of carcinomas. This is a
sector where opportunities for
Japanese companies exist.

Traditionally, Cuba exports
to Japan world-famous cigars,
rum of reputed quality, coffee,
lobsters and organic agricul-
tural produce whose presence

in the international market is
progressively increasing.

Tourism constitutes one of
the pillars of the national econ-
omy and Cuba receives over 2
million travelers annually.
This figure has grown by over
4.5 percent annually for the
last five years. Visitors find in
my country beautiful beaches
of white sand; splendid tropi-
cal nature and moderate cli-
mate; cities declared as
World Heritage sites; and vig-
orous and diverse cultural and
sporting events.

In particular, tourists re-
ceive the joyous hospitality of
people who live in an atmos-
phere of environmental health
and security, all of which con-
stitute a very attractive desti-
nation. The participation of
Japanese investors and tour-
ism companies in the relevant
fields is welcome.

In 2009, we mark the 80th an-
niversary of the establish-

ment of diplomatic relations
between Cuba and Japan, an
event in which we celebrate
the bonds that have developed
in a framework of friendship,
respect and mutual benefit.

The commemoration of
that important event must
serve to stimulate action on
both sides in different
spheres like culture, acade-
mia, science, business and
sports, as well as parliamen-
tary interchanges. All these
efforts will expand recipro-
cal knowledge, and deepen
and broaden the existing
good bilateral relations. It is
equally a good opportunity to
identify common themes and
areas in the global agenda on
which we can work together
for a better world.

I would like to express the
greatest appreciation and re-
spect for the consistent and
renewed expressions of soli-
darity rendered throughout

time by friendship organiza-
tions, members of Parlia-
ment and political parties of
Japan, as well as of other sec-
tors of society.

Especially, I would like to
extend my gratitude to the
government of Japan, the
Japanese Red Cross, and to
organizations and friends
who have contributed to the
reconstruction efforts made
by the Cuban people to recov-
er from the enormous dam-
age inflicted by the three
powerful hurricanes that hit
extensive areas of the nation-
al territory in the space of 50
days.

On this remarkable occa-
sion, and on behalf of the Cu-
ban people and government, I
would like to convey to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michi-
ko my sincere and whole-
hearted greetings, and the
expression of best wishes for
the new year.

I also extend my warmest
feelings to members of the
Imperial family, and the gov-
ernment and people of Japan.

Parliamentary ties stimulate bilateral successes
Keiji Furuya
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-CUBA

PARLIAMENTARY LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP

----------------------------------------

As president of the Japan-Cuba
Parliamentary League of
Friendship, I would like to extend
my most cordial and friendly
greetings to the
people and
government of
Cuba on the
occasion of the
50th
anniversary of
the triumph of
the Cuban
Revolution.

It is with great satisfaction that
I appreciate the positive
development of bilateral
parliamentary relations between
the two nations. We are sure that
the results of these contacts and
exchanges have helped
successes in the fields of health,
education and sport, and in
general, the economic and
social progress of Cuba.

Cuba’s altruistic medical
cooperation is well known
around the world, with more than

30,000 health-care workers
extending assistance to 73
developing countries.

I am glad to emphasize that
the Japanese Parliament
continues to maintain the
position of successive
governments of my country on
the sovereignty of international
law, and that it voted to support
the U.N. resolution: ‘‘Necessity
of Putting An End to the
Economic, Commercial and
Financial Blockade Imposed by
the United States of America
Against Cuba,’’ which the
General Assembly approves
annually with an overwhelming
majority.

This year sees the 80th
anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between
Japan and Cuba, which
encourages both parties to hold
events that will help to
emphasize the good links
between the respective
parliaments as well as other
activities of common interest.

I believe it is beneficial that
Japanese and Cuban tourist
firms are taking the initiative to

increase the number of visitors
from my country to Cuba.
Japanese tourists can enjoy
the natural beauties of the
island as well as its vigorous
culture, come to know its cities’
colonial architecture, some of
which has been designated as
Heritage of Humanity by
UNESCO, and in particular
enjoy the warm hospitality of
the Cuban people.

We were encouraged by the
news in 2008 that the Cuban
economy grew by over 4 percent
in spite of the complex
international economic and
financial climate, and
furthermore, the particular and
difficult circumstances in which
Cuba has had to develop its
economic model.

In 2008, the financial
institutions of Japan and Cuba
have worked seriously and
dedicatedly to reach realistic
solutions to the problems
emerging under these
circumstances.

We know that Cuba is
interested in the participation of
Japanese firms in joint

ventures to explore for and
extract petroleum, and in
mining as well as investment in
the tourism sector, and in other
sectors where Japanese
enterprises are known and
highly appreciated for their
prestige, quality of products
and technologies. The
parliamentary league highly
appreciates this interest and
encourages the Japanese
business sector to consider
these opportunities.

I would like to express my
great recognition to the work
done by the Japan-Cuba
Economic Conference, which
has played a fundamental role in
business promotion among the
enterprises of both countries for
dozens of years.

In the name of the
Japan-Cuba Parliamentary
League of Friendship, I sincerely
send my special greetings to
President Raul Castro, the
Cuban Parliament and President
Ricardo Alarcon, as well as to
the Cuba-Japan Friendship
Group led there by Dr. Carlos
Gutierres.

Working together to overcome difficulties
Tomoyoshi Kondo
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-CUBA ECONOMIC

CONFERENCE

------------------------------------------

It is regrettable that in 2008 af-
ter Raul Castro assumed the
position of president of the
Council of State of Cuba, the
economy mo-
mentarily wors-
ened. It is
known that the
causes are com-
pletely exter-
nal: the sudden
rise of prices of
international
commodities, like grain and pe-
troleum; the sudden fall of the
prices of nickel, which is the
main export item for Cuba; and
the reduction of credits caused
by the worldwide financial cri-
sis. To make matters worse,
three hurricanes hit Cuba in
2008, which destroyed h o m e s ,
farm products and power sup-

ply facilities. However, I be-
lieve the Cuban nation can work
together to overcome these dif-
ficulties.

Our Japan-Cuba Economic
Conference dispatched a m i s -
sion to Cuba at the beginning of
September. We held dialogue
with senior Cuban officials and
deepened our mutual under-
standing. We are pleased to
have played an important role
so that the negotiations on
short-term debt rescheduling
were started, which was inevi-
table because of the Cuban situ-
ation mentioned above. As a re-
sult, a final agreement was
reached to open the way to re-
start Japanese exports.

I am very happy to hear that
the minister of state, Ricardo
Cabrisas, after working for
years as president of the Cuba-
Japan Economic Conference,
was promoted to vice president
of the Council of Ministers in

the middle of October. One of
his recognized accomplish-
ments in the field of internation-
al economics should be the
strengthening of the relation-
ship with our Japanese side of
the conference. At the same
time, the minister of foreign
trade, Raul de la Nuez, was des-
ignated as the new president of
the Cuban side. I am sure that
the conference’s new Cuban
president will play an active
role in reinforcing bilateral eco-
nomic relations in the future.

2009 marks the 80th anniver-
sary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between
Japan and Cuba. While bilat-
eral relations between the two
countries become stronger, as
the Japan-Cuba Economic
Conference we are prepared
to make more efforts to
strengthen the commercial re-
lationship between both coun-
tries.

Cuban President Raul Castro

Good old days: Cuban Prime Minister Fidel Castro (right) talks with Argentine guerrilla leader
Ernesto ‘‘Che’’ Guevara sometime during the 1960s. Thursday marks the 50th anniversary of
the Cuban Revolution. AFP-JIJI

Cuba liberation day
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