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Report to help NASA plan for future missions

Columbia’s last
minutes detailed
Seth Borenstein
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

When the first of many loud
alarms sounded on the space
shuttle Columbia, the seven
astronauts had about a minute
to live, though they didn’t
know it.

The pilot, William McCool,
pushed several buttons trying
to right the ship as it tumbled
out of control. He didn’t know
it was futile. Most of the crew
were following NASA proce-
dures, spending more time
preparing the shuttle than
themselves for the return to
Earth.

Some weren’t wearing their
bulky protective gloves and
still had their helmet visors
open. Some weren’t fully
strapped in. One was barely
seated.

In seconds, the darkened
module holding the crew lost
pressure. The astronauts
blacked out. If the loss of pres-
sure didn’t kill them immedi-
ately, they would be dead from
violent gyrations that knocked
them about the ship.

In short, Columbia’s astro-
nauts were quickly doomed.

A new NASA report re-
leased Tuesday details the
chaotic final minutes of Co-
lumbia, which disintegrated
over Texas on Feb. 1, 2003. The
point of the 400-page analysis
is to figure out how to make
NASA’s next spaceship more
survivable. The report target-
ed problems with the space-
suits, restraints and helmets
of the Columbia crew.

Many of the details about
the astronauts’ deaths have
been known — they died either
from lack of oxygen during
pressure loss or from hitting
something as the spacecraft
tumbled and broke up. Howev-
er, the new report paints a
more detailed picture of the fi-
nal moments of the Columbia
crew than the broader investi-
gation into the accident five
years ago.

Astronaut Pam Melroy,
deputy study chief, said the
analysis shows the astronauts
were at their problem-solving
best trying to recover Colum-
bia, which was starting to
crack up as it re-entered
Earth’s atmosphere with a
hole in its left wing, damage
that had occurred at liftoff.
‘‘There was no way for them to
know that it was going to be
impossible.’’

The crew had lost control of
the motion and direction of the
spacecraft. It was pitching
end-over-end, the cabin lights
were out, and parts of the shut-
tle behind the crew compart-

ment — including its wings —
were falling off.

‘‘It was a very disorienting
motion going on,’’ NASA depu-
ty associate administrator
Wayne Hale said in a tele-
phone conference call. ‘‘There
were a number of alarms go-
ing off simultaneously. The
crew was trying very hard to
regain control. We’re talking
about a brief time in a crisis
situation.’’

The NASA study team is
recommending 30 changes
based on Columbia, many of
them aimed at the spacesuits,
helmets and seat belts for both
the shuttle and the next space
capsule NASA is building.
Since the accident, NASA has
quietly made astronauts put
more priority on getting their
protective suits on, Melroy
said.

NASA’s suits don’t automat-
ically pressurize, ‘‘a basic
problem of suit design and it is
one we intend to fix with future
spacecraft,’’ Hale said.

Had the astronauts had time
to get their gear on and get their
suits pressurized, they might
have lived longer and been able
to take more actions. But they
still wouldn’t have survived, the
report notes.

The report lists events that
were each potentially lethal to
the crew: Loss of cabin pressure
just before or as the cabin broke
up; crew members, uncon-
scious or already dead, crash-
ing into objects in the module;
exposure to a near vacuum at
30,500 meters; and crashing to
the ground.

Killed in the Columbia disas-
ter along with pilot McCool,
were commander Rick Hus-
band, Michael Anderson, David
Brown, Kalpana Chawla, Lau-
rel Clark, and Israel’s first as-
tronaut, Ilan Ramon.

Columbia was the second
space shuttle NASA lost. The
hole in its wing was caused by
a piece of foam insulation that
broke off the fuel tank and
slammed into it at launch. The
shuttle Challenger blew up
shortly after liftoff on 1986, al-
so claiming seven lives.

Blagojevich
picks Obama
replacement
Rogue move
pulls respected
black trailblazer
into scandal

Chicago
AP

------------------------------------------

A defiant Illinois Gov. Rod
Blagojevich on Tuesday
named a black political trail-
blazer to President-elect Ba-
rack Obama’s Senate seat, a
surprise move that put the
governor’s opponents in the
uncomfortable position of try-
ing to block his choice from be-
coming the Senate’s only black
member.

Blagojevich’s appointment
of former state Attorney Gen-
eral Roland Burris injected
race into the drama surround-
ing the embattled governor,
who repeatedly sought to dis-
tance his selection from
charges that he tried to sell the
seat to the highest bidder.

‘‘Please don’t allow the alle-
gations against me to taint a
good and honest man,’’ the
governor said, turning to the
smiling 71-year-old standing
by his side.

‘‘This is about Roland Bur-
ris as a U.S. senator, not about
the governor who made the ap-
pointment.’’

Burris was the first African-
American elected to major
statewide office in Illinois,
serving as comptroller and
running for governor three
times — the last time losing to
Blagojevich.

He said he has no connec-
tion to the charges against
Blagojevich, who was arrest-
ed last month.

Even before the announce-
ment, which was leaked sever-
al hours before, the governor’s
move ran into opposition.

Illinois Secretary of State
Jesse White, who must certify
the appointment, said Tues-
day he will not do so. And Sen-
ate leaders reiterated that
they would not accept anyone
appointed by Blagojevich.

In a statement Tuesday,
Senate Democrats main-
tained that Blagojevich should
not make the appointment be-
cause doing so would be unfair
to Burris and to the people of
Illinois.

‘‘Under these circumstanc-
es, anyone appointed by Gov.
Blagojevich cannot be an ef-
fective representative of the
people of Illinois and, as we
have said, will not be seated by
the Democratic caucus,’’ the
statement said.

Obama struck the same
tone.

‘‘Roland Burris is a good
man and a fine public servant,
but the Senate Democrats
made it clear weeks ago that

they cannot accept an appoint-
ment made by a governor who
is accused of selling this very
Senate seat. I agree with their
decision,’’ the president-elect
said in a statement.

Senate leaders, who were
scattered for the holidays, im-
mediately convened a confer-
ence call. Some involved in the
call were wary of being seen
as denying a black man a seat
in a chamber where, with Oba-
ma’s departure, there are no
blacks, according to two offi-

cials knowledgeable about the
talks who requested anonymi-
ty in order to speak freely.

‘‘We say this without preju-
dice toward Roland Burris’
ability, and we respect his
years of public service,’’ the
leaders wrote. But the issue is
not about Burris, they said. ‘‘It
is about the integrity of a gov-
ernor accused of attempting to
sell this United States Senate
seat.’’

Rep. Bobby Rush, an Illi-
nois Democrat who was invit-

ed to speak at Blagojevich’s
news conference, urged Sen-
ate leaders not to block Burris.
In fact, he almost dared them
to try to stop Burris’ appoint-
ment.

‘‘There is no rhyme or rea-
son why he should not be seat-
ed in the U.S. Senate,’’ Rush
said. ‘‘I don’t think any U.S.
senator . .  . wants to go on re-
cord to deny one African-
American from being seated
in the U.S. Senate.’’

Rush, who is black, told re-

porters that the Senate Demo-
crats should be careful not to
‘‘hang and lynch the appointee
as you try to castigate the ap-
pointer.’’

Blagojevich was arrested
Dec. 9 after federal prosecu-
tors allegedly recorded con-
versations in which he dis-
cussed appointing someone
Obama favored in exchange
for a position in the new presi-
dent’s Cabinet or naming
someone favored by a union if
he got a high-level union job.

Kennedy verbal tic is, you know, talk of the town
Jennifer Peltz
New York
AP

------------------------------------------

If Caroline Kennedy had, you
know, only known.

Tracking the would-be New
York senator’s verbal tics has
become a political parlor
game in the days since she
gave her first round of in-
depth interviews, even spawn-
ing a hip-hop-style mashup on-
line blending her ‘‘you knows’’
with President-elect Barack
Obama’s ‘‘uhs.’’

Such conversational fillers
are, of course, as common as,
like, speech itself. But the buzz
about Kennedy’s ‘‘you knows’’
illustrates how problematic a
few extraneous syllables can
be for a public figure, espe-
cially in an era when today’s
verbal foible is tomorrow’s

must-see viral video.
‘‘It really did a huge disser-

vice to her,’’ said communica-
tions training coach Matt Ev-
entoff, a partner in Princeton
Public Speaking in Princeton,
N.J. Rather than focusing on

Kennedy’s views, he said,
‘‘people are going to spend
time deconstructing the ‘you
knows. ’ ’’

Deconstructed they have,
on newsprint, blogs and You-
Tube, where the ‘‘Kennedy
Obama UmYouKnow Remix’’
can be found alongside ‘‘The
More You Know: Caroline
Kennedy.’’ The latter counts —
with a buzzer — 30 ‘‘you
knows’’ in 147 seconds of ex-
cerpts from an interview with
The Associated Press.

Bloggers have torn into
President John F. Kennedy’s
Harvard- and Columbia-edu-
cated daughter for such re-
marks as: ‘‘You know, I think,
really, um, this is sort of a
unique moment, both in our,
you know, in our country’s his-
tory and in, you know, my own
life, and, um, you know, we

are facing, you know, unbe-
lievable challenges.’’

The ‘‘you knows’’ have punc-
tuated a rocky media rollout
for the Democratic scion, who
emerged from a lifetime of
closely guarded privacy to
seek appointment to Sen. Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton’s Senate

seat. If Clinton is confirmed as
Obama’s secretary of state, as
expected, Democratic Gov.
David Paterson will choose
her successor.

Kennedy, 51, has never held

public office and has faced
questions about her prepared-
ness for the Senate. She has
pointed to her experience as a
lawyer, education advocate
and author of books on consti-
tutional law and other sub-
jects, as well as her family’s
long history of public service.

A Kennedy spokesman did
not immediately respond to a
request for comment Tuesday
but told the Daily News on
Monday: ‘‘Caroline has ac-
knowledged that she hasn’t

mastered the art of the politi-
cal sound bite, but if Gov. Pat-
erson appoints her, she’ll fight
her heart out to make sure
New York families have their
voices heard in Washington.’’

Kennedy isn’t alone — even
within her own family — in
leaning on a conversational
crutch. Her uncle, Sen. Ed-
ward Kennedy, and cousin,
former Rep. Joseph Kennedy,
both have been dubbed the
‘‘Wizard of Uhs’’; a Boston ra-
dio host has held contests in
which callers would count the
number of ‘‘uhs’’ in a clip of the
senator speaking.

Such interjections often
arise out of nervousness or a
need to fill a bit of time while
gathering thoughts, speech
experts say. The tics often go
unnoticed by both speaker and
listener — up to a point.

Caroline Kennedy

Friendship opens door to wider cooperation
Jean-Claude Bordes
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF HAITI

------------------------------------------

Every year at this time, the
Republic of Haiti celebrates
its independence, which took
place 205 years
ago, when the
w o r l d  w i t -
nessed with
great astonish-
ment black
men, who had
been brutally
imported from
Africa, breaking the chains
of slavery to gain their free-
dom by ‘‘iron and fire.’’ In-
deed, they achieved no less
than a Herculean feat by de-
feating Napoleon’s experi-
enced troops and by making
their bruised voices heard on
the world stage. Since then,
the Republic of Haiti has
been one of its proud mem-
bers.

However, this year, the
Haitian people, so mindful of
their legendary past, are not
in the mood for celebrating.
Besides the many difficulties
the country is already facing,
Haiti suffered a devastating

toll from the successive pas-
sage of four hurricanes.

Almost a thousand people
were killed while hundreds
more are still missing. Hun-
dreds of houses were des-
troyed, and the road network
was severely damaged, mak-
ing it difficult and sometimes
even impossible to supply ur-
gent relief to people affected
by the disaster.

Thanks to the attentive as-
sistance of the international
community, the government
is coping gradually with the
catastrophe. And Japan, loy-
al and supportive friend of
Haiti, came forward gener-
ously during these painful
events. Indeed, Japan swiftly
provided substantial assis-
tance to Haiti, for which we
are very grateful. Our grati-
tude extends, of course, to the
noble and fascinating Japa-
nese people, whose ancestral
values and creative genius
are praised on a daily basis,
and cited as an example to
the whole world.

On behalf of the Haitian
government, and my sisters
and brothers in Haiti, let me

please address my thanks to
you once again.

This represents undoubt-
edly an opportunity for me to
urge Japan’s industrialists
and business people to turn to
this hospitable land and in-
vest in my country. Every-
thing is ready for them: tax
incentives, guarantees and
protection of investment,
cost of living, a quality work-
force, the strength of the yen
against the gourde and so on.
I am always ready to assist
those requiring any further
information.

Furthermore, a delega-
tion, headed by H.E. Ambas-
sador Guy Lamothe, in his
capacity as director general
of the Investment Facilita-
tion Center (CFI), participat-
ed in the ‘‘Asia-Latin Ameri-
ca and the Caribbean Trade
and Investment Forum’’ or-
ganized Oct. 30 and 31, 2008,
by the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank’s Office in Asia
in Tokyo.

The CFI has the specific
mission of providing poten-
tial investors with all the nec-
essary information that is

needed for their project. In
doing so, it cuts the usual
lengthy paperwork to a bare
minimum, reduces inherent
costs and opportunities for
corruption.

By providing adequate as-
sistance to investors, the CFI
does not interfere in the pro-
ject study. Furthermore, the
CFI represents the Technical
Division of the Interdepart-
mental Investment Commis-
sion (CII) and that of the Na-
tional Council of Free Zones
(CNZF). Such capacity al-
lows the CFI to provide the
necessary information to
prospective enterprises will-
ing to benefit from the advan-
tages related to the zones as
stipulated in the Investment
Code and the Free Zones Stat-
utes.

The CFI board members,
from the public and private
sectors, cater to a long-stand-
ing wish among entrepre-
neurs who have always
pleaded for a simplified, low-
cost process to set up their en-
terprises in the country.

On the threshold of a new
year, I want to extend my re-

spectful greetings and best
wishes to Their Imperial
Majesties Emperor Akihito
and Empress Michiko, the
symbols of hope and unity for
the Japanese people, to the
Imperial family, to Prime
Minister Taro Aso and the
members of his Cabinet, in-
cluding their families.

I join my best wishes to
those of H.E. President of the
Republic of Haiti Rene Pre-
val and Prime Minister H.E.
Michelle Duvivier Pierre-
Louis, who wish you a Happy
New Year, dear friends of Ja-
pan.

Team of rivals: Illinois Democratic gubernatorial candidates Roland Burris (left) and Gov. Rod Blagojevich attend the Illinois State
Fair in Springfield in August 2001. Blagojevich named Burris to President-elect Barack Obama’s Senate seat on Tuesday. AP

‘You know, I think, really, um, this is sort of a
unique moment, both in our, you know, in our
country’s history and in, you know, my own life,
and, um, you know, we are facing, you know,
unbelievable challenges.’
CAROLINE KENNEDY

The crew had lost
control of the motion
and direction of the
spacecraft. It was
pitching end-over-end,
the cabin lights were
out, and parts of the
shuttle behind the crew
compartment —
including its wings —
were falling off.

On guard: The 19th-century Citadel is the largest fortress in the Western Hemisphere and was
designated a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1982.

Haiti independence day



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


