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Rebels ‘killed over 400’ in Congo
Kinshasa
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Ugandan Lord’s Resistance
Army (LRA) rebels killed
more than 400 people in Christ-
mas massacres in northeast-
ern Democratic Republic of
Congo, the Caritas aid charity
said Tuesday.

The rebels denied any re-
sponsibility and accused
troops from the Democratic
Republic, Uganda and south
Sudan of ‘‘bombing’’ the vic-
tims.

The LRA targeted a Roman
Catholic church and a town
where a Christmas Day con-
cert was being held, and at-
tacks were taking place along
the Sudanese border, the Cath-
olic charity said in a state-
ment.

Caritas workers say that

‘‘over 400 people have been
killed in the attacks in an area
of northern Congo including
Faradje, Duru, Gurba, Doru-
ma and Province Orientale,’’
it added.

The archbishop of Dungu-
Doruma, Monsignor Richard
Domba, said that at least 150
people were killed at a Christ-
mas Day service in Faradje
and later, 80 in Duru and at
least 200 others in Doruma and
in surrounding villages.

‘‘It is a dramatic situation
that we are living through
here,’’ he said. ‘‘They (the reb-
els) are indescribably barba-
rous and savage.

‘‘They kill with machetes,
axes and clubs. They burn peo-
ple alive with their property in
their homes.’’

The LRA also ‘‘captured
young boys and girls whom

they will conscript and force to
work in their fields,’’ he said.

In Bangadi, near the border
with Sudan, 48 people died and
in Gurba 213 people were
killed. Approximately 6,500
people have found refuge in
the area with the Catholic
Church, Caritas said.

‘‘The rebels have commit-
ted terrible acts of violence,’’
said Abbe Come Mbolingaba,
the director of Caritas in Dun-
gu-Doruma. ‘‘They decapitat-
ed several people. In the vil-
lages hardly anybody is mov-
ing.

‘‘Everyone is in psychologi-
cal shock. The death toll could
be above 400 because it is diffi-
cult to find all the bodies.’’

Aid workers are worried by
the lack of access in the region
to locals who are wandering in
search of shelter and help.

Gambia court sentences British couple in sedition case
Banjul
AFP-JIJI

--------------------------------------------------------------

A British missionary couple working in the tiny
West African state of Gambia, which has been
criticized for its abysmal human rights record,
have been sentenced to one-year prison terms
with hard labor.

David and Fiona Fulton, who were arrested in
Banjul on Nov. 29, were also fined 250,000
dalasis ($9,325), after pleading guilty to charges
of sedition or inciting resistance to lawful authority.

They are the first foreign nationals to be
slapped with a jail sentence for sedition in the
African nation.

According to British media, the couple were critical
of Gambia, a popular African tourism destination for
Britons, in a series of round-robin e-mails believed to
be related to their Christian missionary work in the
predominantly Muslim state.

As the judge read out the sentences, the couple
and some of their friends present in court burst
into tears. In a heartbreaking scene at the start of
the ruling, the judge ordered couple’s 2-year-old
adopted daughter to be removed from the court

because her cries of ‘‘Mommy, mommy’’ were
disturbing the proceedings.

The husband and wife missionary team had
admitted to publishing e-mails with seditious
comments with the intent to bring contempt
against Gambia’s president or the government.

‘‘I found the offenses of the accused party to be
very shocking and they have shown no respect for
the country, the government and the president of
the republic. I will send a clear message to the
offenders,’’ presiding Magistrate Idrissa Mbai
said.

The Fultons can lodge an appeal within 20 days
but it is not immediately clear if they will do so.
Their lawyer, Antouman Gaye, said he has not yet
had contact with his clients regarding an appeal.

The Fultons, who have been living in Gambia
since 1999, have ties to the Westhoughton
Pentecostal Church outside Bolton in northwest
England.

According to the church’s Web site, Fulton is
chaplain for the Gambia Army and has a ministry
on the river, which involves reaching villages only
accessible by boat. His wife looks after terminally
ill people.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Spy for Israel spared U.S. jail term
New York AP

An 85-year-old former U.S. Army mechanical engineer will likely
receive no prison sentence after admitting Tuesday he passed
classified documents to the Israelis in the 1970s and 1980s.

Ben-ami Kadish told U.S. Magistrate Judge Theodore Katz he
believes he was promised the government will not seek a prison
term when he is sentenced Feb. 13.

He was accused of taking home classified documents from
1979 to 1985, when he worked at the Armament Research,
Development and Engineering Center at the Picatinny Arsenal.
The government said he let an Israeli agent photograph
documents, including information about nuclear weapons, a
modified version of an F-15 fighter jet and the U.S. Patriot
missile air defense system.

Iraq signs deals with Australia, U.K.
Baghdad REUTERS

Iraq signed agreements with Britain and Australia on Tuesday
for their troops to stay in Iraq for seven months after a U.N.
mandate authorizing their presence expires on Jan. 1, the Iraqi
Defense Ministry said.

Ministry spokesman Mohammed al-Askari said the agreements
would take effect on New Year’s Day and would require the two
countries’ combat troops to leave Iraq by the end of July.

Canada denied access to blogger
Ottawa AFP-JIJI

Canada has not been granted consular access to detained
prominent Iranian-Canadian blogger Hossein Derakhshan in
Iran, a Foreign Affairs spokesman said in Ottawa on Tuesday.

‘‘Consular officials have been in contact with Iranian
authorities, including by diplomatic note, to obtain confirmation
of Mr. Derakhshan’s arrest and to seek consular access,’’
Canadian Foreign Ministry spokesman Rodney Moore said.

The Iranian judiciary confirmed earlier Tuesday that
Derakhshan, whose highly political hoder.com blog has not been
updated since Oct. 30, is under arrest over remarks he allegedly
made about key figures of the Shiite faith.

Judge nixes Gitmo inmates’ release
Washington REUTERS

A U.S. judge refused to release two Guantanamo terrorism
suspects Tuesday and upheld the government’s authority to
keep them, after ordering freedom last month for five prisoners
whose case led to a landmark Supreme Court ruling.

Federal District Court Judge Richard Leon said in two
separate rulings the government had shown enough evidence to
justify holding Yemeni citizen Moath Hamza Amhed Al Alwi
and Tunisian Hisham Sliti as ‘‘enemy combatants’’ linked to
al-Qaida or Taliban forces.

King appoints Belgian premier
Brussels REUTERS

King Albert named Flemish Christian Democrat Herman Van
Rompuy as Belgian prime minister Tuesday to head a revived
five-party coalition in a country facing recession and a bank
crisis.

Van Rompuy replaces fellow party member Yves Leterme,
who resigned Dec. 19 over allegations of political meddling in
the bailout of stricken bank Fortis.

A parliamentary vote of confidence will take place on Friday.

Sect leader gets 10 years for sex rap
Las VegasN.M. AP

The leader of a religious sect was sentenced Tuesday to 10 years in
prison for sexual misconduct with two teenage female followers.

Wayne Bent, 67, who claimed the encounters were spiritual, not
sexual, was convicted last month of criminal sexual contact with a
minor and contributing to the delinquency of a minor.

Bent, who calls himself Michael Travesser, is the leader of
The Lord Our Righteousness Church. Its almost four dozen adult
followers live in a compound dubbed Strong City in a rural area
in northeastern New Mexico.

A jury earlier this month convicted Bent for laying in bed with
naked 14- and 16-year-old sisters in separate incidents in 2006.
However, he maintained Tuesday that no crime was committed.

U.N. says Darfur
more dangerous
than ever before
Khartoum
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Darfur ended 2008 more dan-
gerous than ever with a much
vaunted U.N. mission unable
to protect civilians and a pos-
sible war crimes indictment
against Sudanese President
Omar al-Bashir casting a pall
over 2009.

Huge hopes 12 months ago
that the United Nations could
bring some measure of stability
to the western Sudanese region
by assuming control of peace-
keeping have been largely dis-
appointed as the mission strug-
gles to find its footing.

‘‘Genocide continues’’ was
the blunt, if controversial, ver-
dict last month from Interna-
tional Criminal Court prosecu-
tor Luis Moreno-Ocampo, who
is seeking an arrest warrant
against al-Bashir over the six-
year conflict.

Insecurity has spiraled as
the war, which erupted in 2003
when Darfur rebel groups rose

against the Arab-led govern-
ment in Khartoum, mush-
roomed into a complex web of
violence among myriad
groups and also marred by
widespread banditry.

What was to have been the
world’s largest U.N.-led
peacekeeping force became
operational on Dec. 31, 2007,
but by mid-December de-
ployed just 12,723 troops and
police or about half its total
planned strength of 26,000.

U.N. Secretary General
Ban Ki Moon said in a report
last week that the Darfur force
continues to face ‘‘enormous
challenges.’’

‘‘Violence and displacement
continue, humanitarian oper-
ations are at risk and clashes
among the parties occur with
regrettable regularity.

‘‘I reiterate my appeal to
those that are in a position to
provide mission-critical capa-
bilities to do so without further
delay,’’ Ban said, lamenting a
lack of helicopters to patrol an
area the size of France.

An ‘‘unconditional’’ cease-
fire declared by al-Bashir in
November as part of diplo-
matic efforts to stall interna-
tional legal moves against him
was dismissed by rebels as
disingenuous propaganda,
and fighting and bombing has
continued.

U.N. officials estimate that
since 2003 up to 300,000 people
have died and 2.7 million have

fled their homes. They say 4.7
million people are getting aid
in the world’s biggest relief ef-
fort, set to cost $1 billion this
year.

Nearly 310,000 civilians
were displaced last year, U.N.
officials add.

The Sudan government has
been heavily criticized in the
West for brutally trying to sup-
press the uprising and un-
leashing Arab proxy militias,
but insists the death toll stands
at 10,000 and dismisses other
statistics as a conspiracy.

Insecure roads and expen-
sive air travel have forced

cuts in food supplied by relief
agencies.

In the first nine months of
2008, 11 aid workers were
killed and humanitarian
premises attacked or broken
into 144 times, compared with
93 in 2007. The U.N. says it has
humanitarian access to just 65
percent of the region.

Eleven U.N. troops were
killed, including seven in a July
ambush that prompted the mis-
sion to boost security levels.

The force was criticized for
standing back in August when
33 people died during a gov-
ernment raid on Kalma, Dar-

fur’s biggest camp for the dis-
placed.

But the civilian chief of UN-
AMID, Rodolphe Adada, says
managing the incident was a
success for the force, which
has challenged initial skepti-
cism.

‘‘We have succeeded in es-
tablishing the relevancy of
UNAMID and I think everyone
in Darfur takes UNAMID into
account,’’ he told reporters re-
cently.

There is some hope that a
stronger U.N. peacekeeping
force — the UNAMID hybrid
mission with the African

Union — will emerge in 2009.
An initially reluctant Sudan

is cooperating fully over UN-
AMID deployment. In some
areas, regular patrols have
made civilians feel more se-
cure and improved access for
aid workers. What’s more,
UNAMID now has a 24-hour
police presence in Kalma.

In May, the Justice and
Equality Movement attacked
Khartoum, the first time re-
gional rebels have ever ap-
proached the seat of power,
and although they were de-
feated, the brazen assault hu-
miliated the Sudan Army.

Resource-rich Sudan builds investor-friendly environmentSteven Kiliona Wondu
AMBASSADOR OF THE SUDAN

------------------------------------------

Today Jan. 1, 2009, the Repub-
lic of the Sudan commemo-
rates with pride the 53rd anni-
versary of its independence.

On behalf of the govern-
ment and people of the repub-
lic, I wish to convey heartfelt
greetings and
best wishes to
Their Imperial
Majesties Em-
peror Akihito
and Empress
Michiko, the
Imperial fami-
ly, Prime Min-
ister Taro Aso, and the gov-
ernment and friendly people
of Japan. I would like to seize
this opportunity to thank The
Japan Times for its long sup-
port to our embassy, and ex-
press our best wishes for a
very happy, peaceful and
prosperous new year to the
distinguished readers of this
newspaper. Our sincere con-
gratulations are also extended
to our Sudanese compatriots
living in Japan.

2008 witnessed remarkable
achievements in Sudan-Ja-
pan relations. The fourth To-
kyo International Conference
on African Development (TI-
CAD 4) in Yokohama was a
major milestone in Afro-Ja-
pan cooperation. In recogni-
tion of the momentous signifi-
cance of the TICAD process,

the government of Sudan sent
a strong delegation to the
conference led by President
Omer Hassan Ahmed El-
basheer.

2009 will be the first year in
which the Yokohama Action
Plan enters its implementa-
tion stage. The Sudan govern-
ment will continue to support
and fully participate in all en-
deavors specified under the
plan.

During 2008, bilateral co-
operation between Japan and
Sudan continued to blossom.
There were several ministe-
rial visits in both directions
between Tokyo and Khar-
toum.

My government is most
grateful to the people and
government of Japan for the
assistance extended to the
people of Sudan in the form of
food aid, peace building, and
construction of schools, hos-
pitals and water systems. I
must hasten to commend the
Japanese nongovernmental
organizations that are pro-
viding vital services in our
villages. I believe that 2009
will usher in a higher level of
bilateral cooperation be-
tween our two countries in all
areas of mutual concern.

The following is a short
catalog of facts about Sudan.

N ature: Sudan is the larg-
est country in Africa and the
tenth largest in the world,
sharing borders with nine
countries: Egypt, Libya,
Chad, Central African Re-
public, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Uganda, Kenya,
Ethiopia and Eritrea. This
vast territory measures
about 2.5 million sq. km,
which is about 8.3 percent of
the land mass of Africa.

The northern frontiers of
Sudan are in the arid Sahara
Desert while the southern
frontiers are in the tropical
rain forest of central Africa.
In between these vegetation
and climatic extremes lie the
vast sudd swamps and the sa-
vanna grassland. About 13,000
sq. km of Sudan is covered by
water. The most distinctive
feature in the Sudan is the
Nile, the longest river in the
world, and its tributaries.

Not surprisingly, Sudan is
inhabited by people of differ-
ent ethnic identities, cultural
practices and religious be-
liefs. Sudan has been charac-
terized as ‘‘the melting pot of
African and Middle Eastern
cultures.’’

Natural resources: S u d an’s
most important inanimate
(nonhuman) resource is its
agricultural potential. It has

more than 80 million hectares
of arable land supported by
rain water, surface water
(rivers and lakes) and subter-
ranean reservoirs. Sudanese
pastures support 121 million
head of sheep, cattle, goats
and camels. The fisheries and
forestry sectors provide a
large percentage of our pro-
tein and domestic energy
needs at present, but the two
hold great promise for further
development into yet another
sector of Sudan’s monetary
and export economy.

There is no accurate inven-
tory of Sudan’s mineral re-
sources. Petroleum extrac-
tion has reached 500,000 bar-
rels per day and could
increase with more invest-
ment in other oil fields. Metals
like gold, copper and others
are believed to exist in the
country.

Economy: The economy of
Sudan is moving toward a lib-
eral and open-market econo-
my, and getting ready for
globalization. Regulations
and policies have been imple-
mented to give noted advan-
tages to foreign investors.
These policies include nondis-
crimination on the basis of for-
eign/national projects, ex-
emption for capital goods, and
many other incentives and

guarantees provided by the In-
vestment Encouragement Act
of 1999. Remarkable changes
in the structure of the Suda-
nese economy have occurred
with the emergence of oil as a
source of revenue, which cre-
ated massive demand for in-
frastructure to meet the ex-
panding economic activities.
The economy of Sudan is ex-
panding.

The resources are available
coupled with a favorable and
encouraging environment.
The Japanese business com-
munity is invited to look close-
ly at the opportunities avail-
able in different sectors in Su-
dan.

Tourism: Sudan’s environ-
mental diversity creates
equally diverse tourist attrac-

tions. The Red Sea coast,
which extends for more than
700 km, provides tourists with
opportunities for diving, un-
derwater photography, boat-
ing and water skiing. The Red
Sea enjoys many gulfs and
coral reefs free from pollu-
tion.

The country enjoys ancient
heritages and antiquities.
These heritages are centered
in the north, particularly Na-
ga and Maswarat, where there
are remains of pyramids and
temples. Many of them are
still lying unearthed. The ru-
ins are considered as World
Heritage archaeological sites
by UNESCO. The savanna belt
is home to probably one of the
world’s largest and most di-
verse zoos of flora and fauna.

Efforts are under way to con-
struct an infrastructure that
will open the area for global
research and tourism.

P o l itics: The government
has a firm belief that the full
utilization of its enormous nat-
ural resources cannot be
achieved without finding a
comprehensive political set-
tlement to internal disputes.
The signing of the historic
Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment in January 2005 has
opened an unprecedented win-
dow of opportunity to turn the
devastation of years of war,
displacement and underdevel-
opment into a new era of peace
and prosperity.

Sudan’s vast natural re-
sources and significant hu-
man capital offer enormous

development potential. Now is
the time to consolidate and
broaden the partnership that
has been formed between the
parties to the peace accord,
civil society and the interna-
tional community in order to
realize the vision of a unified
Sudan that responds to the
needs of its diverse people.

The government is doing its
best to find an end and final
settlement to the Darfur prob-
lem through negotiations with
the armed movements in Dar-
fur. Also the government as-
sures the international com-
munity of its readiness for ne-
gotiations at any time set by
the mediation.

On behalf of the staff of the
Sudanese Embassy in Japan, I
wish the entire diplomatic
corps in Japan, and all our
friends in various ministries
and agencies a Happy New
Year.

Sudan independence day

The International
Criminal Court judges
are expected to make a
decision early this year
on whether to issue
what would be the first
ICC warrant for a sitting
head of state. Piercing gaze: Sudanese children peer from a hole in their shelter at a refugee camp in Farchana that had more than 20,000

refugees from Darfur at the end of June last year. AFP-JIJI
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