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Blagojevich indicted in racketeering case
Peter Slevin
Chicago
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

A federal grand jury on Thurs-
day charged former Illinois
Gov. Rod Blagojevich with
racketeering, extortion and
fraud, opening a new chapter in
the prosecution of the voluble
Democrat, who could spend
years behind bars if convicted.

The 75-page indictment,
which also charged Blagojev-
ich’s brother and several close
aides, describes a political op-
eration designed from the be-
ginning of his first term to
strengthen the governor’s hold
on power and make money
that Blagojevich would re-
ceive after he left office.

Blagojevich, who was im-
peached and removed from of-
fice after his Dec. 9 arrest,
was charged with 16 counts,
including 11 counts of wire

fraud, three counts of extor-
tion and one count of lying to
federal investigators.

He remains free on bond. No
court hearing has been sched-
uled. The indictment charges
that Blagojevich gave two
friends — convicted developer
Antoin Rezko and indicted
businessman Christopher
Kelly — significant authority
over state boards and com-
missions, knowing they would
profit from their roles.

In return, prosecutors con-
tend, Rezko and Kelly gener-
ated millions in campaign con-
tributions and provided ‘‘fi-
nancial benefits’ ’  to
Blagojevich and his family.

According to the indictment,
Blagojevich began to profit
from Rezko’s work early in the
first of his two terms as gover-
nor. In August 2003, Rezko paid
Blagojevich’s wife, Patty,
$14,396 for a real estate deal in

Chicago, although she had not
performed any services.

The payments soon grew,
rising to $12,000 a month for a
stretch of time in 2003 and 2004
for real estate brokerage ser-
vices. He also allegedly gave
her $40,000 in January 2004 for
brokerage services, prosecu-
tors contend.

Rezko also allegedly gave
Blagojevich’s former counsel
and chief of staff, Lon Monk, a
series of $10,000 payments to-
taling $70,000 to $90,000.

Monk was charged in the in-
dictment. Also charged was
Blagojevich’s brother, Rob-
ert, who became chairman of
the governor’s campaign fund
in August.

Another former chief of staff,
John Harris, and businessmen
Christopher Kelly and William
Cellini were also charged.

Rezko, a prodigious Demo-
cratic fundraiser convicted of
influence peddling, has been
interviewed by prosecutors.
He became an issue in the 2008
presidential campaign be-

cause of his former ties to
President Barack Obama, for
whom he had raised money.

In what Obama has de-
scribed as a ‘‘boneheaded’’
move on his part, the future
presidential candidate and
Rezko bought adjacent prop-
erties in Chicago’s Hyde Park-
Kenwood neighborhood from
the same owner in July 2005.

Obama paid $1.6 million for
a house, and Rezko bought the
vacant lot next door. Obama
later purchased a slice of Rez-
ko’s property to expand his
yard. He said Rezko did not
ask for any favors and was not
granted any.

Blagojevich lay at the cen-
ter of a painstaking investiga-
tion of corruption in a state
that has become infamous for
it. It was a world he knew well
and campaigned against — his
predecessors in Congress and
the governor’s residence were
both convicted of federal
crimes. But in the words of
prosecutors, he was worse.

‘‘Even those of us who had
questions about the governor’s
ethics could not have imag-
ined how nakedly he would
have approached this,’’ said
Dave Lundy, acting executive
director of the Better Govern-
ment Association. ‘‘This spells

out a guy who looked at the
governor’s office as something
he could sell.’’

The six-year investigation,
dubbed Operation Board
Games, has led to charges
against 17 people, and Lundy
said: ‘‘It’s pretty clear this is not
the end of this process. There
are many more shoes to drop.’’

The charges against Blago-
jevich include allegations that
he threatened to withhold $100
million in money for Wrigley
Field renovations if the Chica-
go Tribune did not fire editorial
writers who had called for his
impeachment. The newspaper
and the stadium are owned by
the same man, Sam Zell.

Blagojevich also stands ac-
cused of offering to auction Oba-
ma’s vacated U.S. Senate seat,
saying on tape, ‘‘I’ve got this
thing and it’s (expletive) golden
and I’m just not giving it up for
(expletive) nothing.’’

Palestinian
slays teen
settler,
hurts boy
Richard Boudreaux
Jerusalem
Los Angeles Times

------------------------------------------

A Palestinian man slipped into a
West Bank settlement with a
pickax and killed an Israeli
teenager Thursday, bringing Is-
rael’s new conservative govern-
ment under pressure from the
far-right to react forcefully.

On his second full day in of-
fice, Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu heard de-
mands from inside and outside
his government to tighten Is-
rael’s already stringent curbs
on Palestinians’ freedoms in
the West Bank.

Netanyahu had cam-
paigned for office on a pledge
to work toward peace by im-
proving living conditions in
the territory. While refusing to
recommit Israel to the goal of
an independent state for the
Palestinians, he said he was
willing to grant them the pow-
ers needed to govern them-
selves, as long as they don’t
jeopardize Israel’s security.

Thursday’s rampage in t h e
militant Jewish settlement of
Bat Ayin prompted warnings
from settler groups and right-
wing politicians that any con-

cessions — such as lifting road-
blocks, easing travel restric-
tions and halting settlement ex-
pansion — would amount to sur-
render to the enemy.

Israeli troops centered their
hunt on the Palestinian village
of Safa across a valley from
the settlement, between Jeru-
salem and the West Bank city
of Hebron. They put the vil-

lage under curfew, searched
homes, rounded up residents
in a schoolyard and closed
roads in the area.

Officials said the assailant
walked undetected past a re-
cently installed security cam-
era at the settlement’s en-
trance and attacked two boys
separately outside the admin-
istration building at midday.

Shlomo Nativ, a bespecta-
cled 13-year-old, was struck in
the head. He ran into a nearby
house coughing blood and died
before an ambulance arrived.
The other victim, Yair Gamliel,
7, was hospitalized with wounds
described as moderate.

Bat Ayin, with a population
of 1,000, is notorious as the base
of an extremist settler group

formed during a Palestinian
uprising early in this decade.

Israeli officials said it was
unclear whether the attack
was meant specifically to pro-
voke the new government. A
mysterious group calling it-
self the Martyrs of Imad Mug-
niyeh claimed responsibility
in e-mails to news organiza-
tions.

Lieberman denies wrongdoing, says probe politically motivated

Israeli foreign minister
questioned over bribery
Jerusalem
AP

------------------------------------------

Israeli police interrogated the
country’s new hardline foreign
minister for a second day Fri-
day in connection with an on-
going bribery probe.

Avigdor Lieberman was
questioned for five hours at
the headquarters of the na-
tional fraud squad on allega-
tions of receiving bribes, mon-
ey laundering and breach of
trust, police spokesman
Micky Rosenfeld said.

The questioning was con-
nected to a long-standing in-
vestigation into Lieberman’s
business dealings, Rosenfeld
said. Lieberman denies any
wrongdoing and says the
probe is politically motivated.

‘‘This investigation is going
on for 13 years. In today’s inves-
tigation, Lieberman cooperat-
ed and answered investigators’
questions,’’ Lieberman’s
spokeswoman, Irena Etinger,
said after Thursday’s seven-
hour grilling.

Lieberman took office this
week as foreign minister. He
has raised concerns around
the world with statements
seen as racist and with his op-
position to U.S.-backed peace
talks over the past year.

He immediately sparked an
uproar after taking office dur-
ing a ceremony Wednesday,
saying he opposes concessions
to Arab adversaries in ex-
change for peace and that
‘‘whoever wants peace needs
to prepare for war.’’

‘‘Whoever thinks that con-
cessions . .  . will achieve
something is wrong. He will
bring pressures and more
wars,’’ Lieberman told an au-
dience that included some
cringing Israeli diplomats.
‘‘What we have to explain to
the world is that the list of pri-
orities must change.’’

As Israel’s face to the outside
world, the brash Lieberman,
who was born in Moldova and
still speaks with a thick Rus-
sian accent, could have a diffi-
cult time changing minds about
the government’s intentions.

In his speech, Lieberman
harshly criticized the U.S.-led
peace talks launched by for-
mer U.S. President George W.
Bush in Annapolis, Md., in
2007, saying the agreement
has no bearing.

His comments drew condem-
nations from Palestinians, Ar-
ab nations and his predecessor,
Tzipi Livni, who served as Isra-
el’s peace negotiator while she
was foreign minister.

State Department spokes-
man Robert Wood reiterated
the American commitment to
a two-state solution. ‘‘Our posi-
tion is well known by all of the
players in the Israeli govern-
ment,’’ Wood said.

Lieberman has had trouble
with the law before. Police have
questioned him several times
throughout his decade-long po-
litical career, although none of
the allegations have stuck.

Earlier this year, Lieber-
man’s daughter, his lawyer and
five other confidants were de-
tained in the current bribery in-
vestigation, in which Lieber-
man is accused of funneling il-
licit funds through fictitious
accounts under the names of his
daughter and lawyer.

Air time: Former Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich guest-hosts a
Chicago radio talk show last month. A federal grand jury
indicted him Thursday for racketeering, extortion and fraud. AP

Up against a wall: Israeli soldiers guard an arrested Palestinian from the West Bank village of Safa as troops search for a
Palestinian who killed a teenage Jewish settler and injured a young boy with a pickax Thursday. AFP-JIJI

Avigdor Lieberman

Senegal independence day

Working together: Pictured at the Senegal-Japan Center for
Vocational and Technical Training in Dakar are (from left)
Senegal’s Ambassador to Japan Gabriel Alexandre Sar,
Parliamentary Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs Yasutoshi
Nishimura, center director Ousseynou Gueye and Japan’s
Ambassador to Senegal Takashi Saito. Their visit was part of
the joint private-public trade and investment mission led by
Nishimura to Senegal in September 2008.

Talking shop: Japanese and Senegalese businessmen meet at
the Dakar Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Relations a reflection of Japan’s commitment to Africa
Gabriel Alexandre Sar
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC

OF SENEGAL

------------------------------------------

Today, April 4, 2009, Senegal
celebrates the 49th anniversa-
ry of its independence. On this
special occasion, I would like
to thank The Japan Times for
giving me once again the op-
portunity to address the Japa-
nese people among which Sen-
egal has many friends.

From the outset, I would
like to renew to Their Imperial
Majesties Emperor Akihito
and Empress Michiko, and all
members of the Imperial fam-
ily my most respectful greet-
ings and best wishes for their
health and happiness.

I also feel duty bound to ex-

press my sincere thanks to the
people and government of Ja-
pan for the kind hospitality ex-
tended to the members of Sen-
egal’s Embassy in Tokyo, and
to all the Senegalese nationals
living in Japan.

Such warm hospitality am-
ply illustrates the excellent re-
lations that have been prevail-
ing between Senegal and Ja-
pan, and have been going from
strength to strength over the
years.

I congratulate my fellow na-
tionals living in the archipela-
go, and I encourage them to
continue to abide by the rules
and customs of this land so as
to be worthy of their Japanese
hosts’ confidence, and respect.
Japan is one of Senegal’s most

important development part-
ners and the assistance from
the government of Japan cov-
ers various areas, including
agriculture, fisheries, educa-
tion, health, infrastructure,
etc.

A loan agreement was re-
cently signed with the Japan
Bank for International Coop-
eration for the financing of
part of the Dakar-Bamako
highway, one of the most im-
portant overland routes in the
subregion, a major connection
between the capital city and
other towns, and a crucial link
with Mali, one of Senegal’s
main trading partners.

This support is indeed a tre-
mendous boost to the effort
that the government has been
making to equip the country
with good infrastructure, a
prerequisite for development.

It is gratifying to note that,
in addition to the government
of Japan’s traditional forms of
assistance, the Japanese pri-
vate sector is more and more
interested in my country,
which has been striving to cre-
ate a business environment so
as to attract foreign direct in-
vestment.

In September 2008, under
the implementation of recom-
mendations from the fourth
International Conference on
African Development (TICAD
IV) held in Yokohama last
year, important joint trade

and investment missions were
dispatched to several African
countries to enhance the Japa-
nese private sector’s partici-
pation in Africa’s develop-
ment efforts.

The three days they spent in
Senegal enabled the members
of the mission not only to ex-
change views for more than
three hours with H.E. Presi-
dent Abdoulaye Wade but also
to see for themselves the vari-
ous efforts by the Senegalese
authorities to make it easy for
foreign businesses to operate
in the country.

The measures adopted to at-
tract foreign investment and
promote economic develop-
ment include the ‘‘One-stop
shop’’ and the fact that it now
takes only 48 hours to establish
a company.

In this respect, the ‘‘Agence
pour la Promotion des Inves-
tissements et des Grands Tra-
vaux’’ plays a crucial role as,
throughout the registration
process, it assists foreign
companies setting up business
in Senegal. Information on the
whole range of investment op-
portunities and procedures to
establish a company is avail-
able on its Web site: www.a-
pix.sn.

I would like to take the op-
portunity to actively encour-
age Japanese business people
to visit Senegal, a politically
stable country offering a safe

environment that favors pri-
vate enterprise.

I would also like to commend
the sterling work that the Japan
International Cooperation
Agency has been doing for
many years in Senegal in the
field of technical cooperation. It
is indeed a showcase for the co-
operation between Japan a n d
Senegal. JICA, whose head of-
fice for West Africa is in Dakar,
provides my country and others
in the subregion with valuable
assistance in various areas.

The Japan Overseas Cooper-
ation Volunteers also deserve
special mention for all their

hard work and dedication in a
different cultural environment,
in remote areas of the country
and, sometimes, under very
harsh weather conditions.
Theirs is a praiseworthy com-
mitment to help and reach out
to other people in an effort to
foster stronger solidarity
among countries throughout
the world.

A few days ago, the first TI-
CAD IV ministerial followup
meeting took place in Gabo-
rone, Botswana. Despite the
global financial crisis and its
economic difficulties, Japan re-
newed its commitments to pur-

sue and even expand its cooper-
ation with Africa. In this re-
gard, Japan has undertaken to
‘‘gather the voices’’ of Africa
and be the ‘‘mouthpiece’’ of the
continent at international fo-
rums, including the Group of 20
meeting in London, to urge the
international community to

help Africa confront the severe
negative impact of the crisis on
its economies.

In conclusion, I would like to
thank the government and peo-
ple of Japan for the wide vari-
ety of assistance they provide
to Africa, and to Senegal in par-
ticular.

The indictment describes a political operation to
strengthen Blagojevich’s power and make money
that he would receive after he left office.
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