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Martin set to resign after coming under fire for handling of fiasco

Expense scandal claims
U.K. Parliament speaker
London
AP, REUTERS

------------------------------------------

The powerful speaker of the
House of Commons is expected
to resign Tuesday after a back-
lash over excessive expenses
claims by British lawmakers.

Michael Martin’s resignation
would be the first time in three
centuries that a speaker has
been forced from his position.

The British Broadcasting
Corp. reported that Martin
will leave his position ‘‘soon.’’
Martin’s spokeswoman said
the speaker will make a state-
ment to the House of Com-
mons and ‘‘it is about himself.’’

Though the 63-year-old Mar-
tin has not been caught up in re-
cent revelations about lawmak-
ers expenses — reimbursement
claims for chandeliers, moat
cleaning and mortgage pay-
ments have outraged taxpay-
ers — he has been blamed for
creating a climate in which
such excesses were allowed.

Martin has resisted reforms
designed to make lawmakers’
expenses more transparent and
fought to block publication of
the claims. But lawmakers
themselves have been reluc-
tant to expose their sometimes
lavish spending, and Martin’s
defenders say he is taking the
fall for their avarice.

On Monday in the House of
Commons, he ignored calls to
resign, invoking parliamentary
procedure to stall debate on a
motion of no-confidence intend-
ed to force him out. Lawmak-
ers, normally respectful of the
speaker, had to be called to or-
der repeatedly by Martin as he
tried to make himself heard.

His statement — that he
would meet with party leaders
Tuesday to find a way to sort

out the expenses mess — was
greeted with derision.

Martin’s replacement will
be elected by the 646 lawmak-
ers in the House of Commons
the day after he steps down.

The new speaker will take
over a position steeped in histo-
ry and entrusted with the run-
ning of the House of Commons.
The speaker keeps order during
debates, decides which law-
makers are called on to speak,
and represents the chamber in
discussions with Queen Eliza-
beth II and the House of Lords.
The position is not a partisan
one — the speaker is expected
to be fully impartial.

The last speaker to be
forced from his position was
Sir John Trevor, who was

found guilty of accepting a
bribe in 1695.

Rodney Barker, a professor
of government at the London
School of Economics, said
Martin’s departure shows
Parliament is taking reform
seriously. ‘‘It won’t solve any-
thing at all, but if his successor
could appear to be taking
charge of things in a way that
implements proper proce-
dures, probity and decent use
of public money, that would be
the very opposite of Michael
Martin’s position,’’ Barker
said. ‘‘He has been seen a  s a
supporter of the most greedy
and the most mean.’’

Martin was elected to repre-
sent a Glasgow constituency in
the House of Commons in 1979 as
a member of the Labour Party
and became speaker in 2000.

British Prime Minister Gor-
don Brown, grappling with the
worst recession since World
War II, is certain to resist calls
for an early election.

Brown has called for funda-
mental reform of the expenses
system to try to defuse a scan-
dal that has damaged all the
main political parties but is hit-
ting his own Labor Party hard-
est after 12 years in power.

A poll published Tuesday
showed most members of
Brown’s own party think he
should step down. Six out of 10 of
those polled by LabourList.org
said the party must have a new
leader before the election.

Health Secretary Alan John-
son, a former trade union lead-
er, is the favorite to replace
Brown, according to the poll.

A poll for the Guardian
newspaper put Labor down
two points on 28 percent and
the Conservatives down 1
point on 39 percent.

Germans
learn to love
themselves
Madeline Chambers
Berlin
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

After six decades atoning for
the crimes of the Nazis, Ger-
mans are rediscovering a sense
of patriotism and are no longer
ashamed to wave their flag and
sing the national anthem.

They are even daring to dis-
cuss bringing back a bravery
medal — unthinkable a decade
ago in a country that rejected
militarism and turned fiercely
pacifist.

This nonaggressive self-
confidence, also evident in a
more assertive foreign policy,
is increasingly manifesting it-
self as Germany this year cel-
ebrates 60 years as a democra-
cy and the 20th anniversary of
the fall of the Berlin Wall.

‘‘The German soul, bruised

and discredited by the Nazi
era, has to a large degree been
healed,’’ said Eugen Buss, a
sociology professor at the Uni-
versity of Hohenheim.

‘‘We’re seeing a normaliza-
tion,’’ he said. Buss was a con-
sultant for a recent study on
German identity, published be-
fore celebrations for the consti-
tution’s 60th birthday get going
this month with street parties
and public events.

The study, carried out by
the Identity Foundation in
Duesseldorf, showed twice as
many Germans were ‘‘very
proud’’ to be German as eight
years ago, said Buss. Almost
73 percent think they should
show more confidence about
being German.

The experience of manag-
ing a successful democracy
and economy have taught both
eastern and western Germans
they are entitled to feelings
other than shame about the
past, said Buss.

The nation startled itself
during the 2006 soccer World
Cup tournament, when mil-
lions of people painted flags on
their faces, wearing red, gold

and black hats and chanting
the national anthem.

Younger generations seem
to be particularly relaxed.

‘‘I’m not ashamed of being
German; maybe my parents
or grandparents were because
they were closer to the Nation-
al Socialist era,’’ said Nina
Krause, a 14-year-old student
in a group visiting Berlin’s
German Historical Museum.

‘‘To me, being German
means I am comfortable and
have the chance to have a good
future,’’ she said.

The museum, which at-
tracts 50,000 visitors a month,
opened its permanent exhibi-
tion on German history just
three years ago.

It starts in the ninth century
with the Battle of Teutoburg
Forest, when German tribes-
men defeated the Romans and
stopped Germania beyond the
River Rhine from becoming
part of the Roman Empire.

Exhibits include a cavalry
mask from that battle, as well
as a huge globe that sat in Hit-
ler’s office with a bullet hole
through Germany — probably
inflicted by a Soviet soldier —
and a section of the Berlin Wall.

The most popular exhibit,
however, is a large, changing
map of Europe that shows how
borders have come and gone
over 2,000 years, says museum
director Hans Ottomeyer.

After defeat in World War II
and the realization that mil-
lions of Germans took part in
or knew about Nazi atrocities,
a collective sense of shame
weighed on the nation for
decades.

Former West German Pres-
ident Gustav Heinemann
summed up his compatriots’
inability to feel an emotional
tie to Germany in 1969 when he
said: ‘‘I don’t love the state, I
love my wife.’’

The country’s postwar divi-
sion into military occupation
zones, aimed at reining in ex-
pansionist aims, and the Al-
lies’ insistence on approving
West Germany’s 1949 constitu-
tion, were a warning to Ger-
many not to show too much
muscle.

But recently, Germans
have helped themselves by
adopting a more mature atti-
tude toward the past, say
historians.

‘‘History was a burden. It
used to mean the 12-year Nazi
era, but now we have a much
broader understanding. I can’t
keep up with all the books and
documentaries,’’ the muse-
um’s Ottomeyer said.

Bookshops have in recent
years reported a surge in sales
of history books from a variety
of eras, such as the time of the
kingdom of Prussia and the
Middle Ages. Together these
works, academics say, make
for a more balanced outlook on
life.

Germans’ commitment to
Europe also defines their psy-
che. After 1945, politicians em-
braced the European project
as a way to ground the coun-
try’s new political system:
Public support for the EU still
runs deep.

The conviction about Eu-
rope has a profound effect on
German lawmakers, who tra-

ditionally avoid showdowns
with Brussels.

But EU governments are
starting to take a more asser-
tive stance — take Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s strong defense
of the car industry and her re-
sponse to the financial crisis.

To reflect this, Ottomeyer
has given a broad focus to his
German history exhibition,
which embraces the country’s
European heritage. Exhibits
include Napoleon’s hat from
the Battle of Waterloo, me-
mentos of the Portuguese Em-
pire and a Turkish tent from
the 1683 Siege of Vienna.

‘‘The best we have experi-
enced has been European and
the worst was national hatred
and national superiority,’’ he
said.

This does not mean interest
in the Nazis is diminishing:
‘‘Young people are fascinated
by the Nazi era as it poses the

question of existential evil,’’
said Ottomeyer.

Television channels broad-
cast hours of documentaries
on aspects of Hitler’s rule ev-
ery week, and the Third Reich
section of the museum is still
the most comprehensive.

National identity is also
deeply rooted in regional cus-
toms, said Buss, noting that
citizens in the former commu-
nist East and western states
alike shared the newfound pa-
triotism, alongside a strong
conviction that they belonged
together as one nation.

Bavarians are proud of the
Oktoberfest beer festival and
lederhosen. Swabians love
their distinctive, at times un-
intelligible, dialect and thrifty
lifestyle, and Rhinelanders
live for their annual carnival
processions and sweet wine.

‘‘Yet they all feel German,’’
said Buss.

London police nab over 10,000 in knife crackdown
London REUTERS

Police have arrested more than 10,000 people in
London and seized more than 5,000 knives since
starting a crackdown on bladed crime in the
capital following the election of Mayor Boris
Johnson in May last year.

Scotland Yard said serious knife injuries to
teenagers have fallen by a third over the past 12
months and youth knife crime in the capital was
down by 9 percent.

It said nearly 290,000 searches conducted as
part of Operation Blunt 2 had led to 10,266 arrests
and the confiscation of 5,480 knives.

Nine out of 10 of those arrested have been
charged with offenses, officers said.

The crackdown was ordered in response to fears
that knife crime in the capital, particularly among

young people, was spiraling out of control following
a spate of teenage murders. Its launch fulfille  d a
campaign pledge by Johnson to take action.

Cmdr. Mark Simmonds said the Metropolitan
Police was making smarter use of intelligence to
clamp down on potential trouble spots.

He said targeted measures led to a 42 percent
reduction in knife offenses during the peak
three-hour period after the end of school, when
children encounter each other as they travel home.

However, Acting Deputy Commissioner Tim
Godwin said the force’s work is far from over. ‘‘This
is not job done,’’ he said. ‘‘All young people are not
villains. The vast majority of the young people in
London are law abiding young citizens who
volunteer a lot to support us. It is still very much a
minority but sadly ends up in too many tragedies.’’

Gathering storm: Britain’s
Parliament is rife with
scandal over lawmakers’
expenses. REUTERS

Love of the nation: Soccer fans wave German national flags during a Berlin screening of the
Euro 2008 semifinal between Germany and Turkey on June 25, 2008. REUTERS

Cameroon and the challenges of the 21st century
Pierre Ndzengue
AMBASSADOR OF CAMEROON

------------------------------------------

Today we are celebrating the
37th anniversary of our Nation-
al Day. This day marks the
p e aceful r e volu-
tion of May 20,
1972, when Cam-
eroonians in
their majority
voted for the
creation of a uni-
tary state
through a refer-
endum. It is therefore a day for
us, as a nation, to carry out
some soul-searching and plot
our future path. It is a moment
of joy and pride for all Camer-
oonians for the path we have
traveled together so far, and a
time to reflect together on the
future of our great nation.

I would like, on behalf of the
people and government of
Cameroon, the entire staff of
the Cameroon Embassy in Ja-
pan and myself, to extend our
most sincere and warm greet-
ings to Their Imperial Majes-
ties Emperor Akihito and Em-
press Michiko, as well as to the
friendly people and govern-
ment of Japan.

In the same token, I would
like to congratulate the Emper-
or and Empress on their golden
wedding, and to wish them good
health and success in all their

undertakings.
Permit me also to use this

medium to wish the city of To-
kyo success in its quest to host
the 2016 Olympic Games; a
quest that has the support of my
government.

Cameroon is indeed a devel-
oping nation facing many chal-
lenges in the complex and inter-
dependent world of the 21st cen-
tury. Internally, it has to meet
the development aspirations of
its citizens in such areas as pov-
erty alleviation, infrastructure
development, social peace, na-
tional cohesion and gover-
nance.

In this context, the govern-
ment has initiated a develop-
ment program called Camer-
oon Vision 2035. The program
envisages a three-phase ap-
proach in the long and medium
term, with the goal of trans-
forming Cameroon into an
emerging market economy.
Cameroon Vision 2035 is built
around five strategic pillars:
* the consolidation of democra-
cy and national unity;
* economic growth and employ-
ment, especially for the youth;
* population challenges;
* urban development; and
* governance

In the first phase (2010-2019),
the objective will be to modern-
ize the economy and strengthen
its growth. The second phase

(2020-2027) will seek to make
Cameroon an emerging eco-
nomic power while during the
last phase (2028-2035), the focus
will be on making Cameroon an
industrialized country.

This program is certainly
ambitious but well within the
reach of Cameroon, given its
enormous and recognized po-
tential, and the accompanying
political will demonstrated by
the government and people of
Cameroon to make it attainable
and achievable.

Taking into consideration
the commitment of the govern-
ment of Japan to accompany
African governments in their
efforts to pursue sustainable
development and economic
growth, it is our firm conviction
that this program provides a vi-
able opportunity for the private
and public sectors in Japan to
play an important role in its im-
plementation.

It is a fact that Cameroon is
open to Japanese investors.
The investment climate has
been overhauled, the process
simplified, the judiciary better
equipped to offer protection for
investments, and the govern-
ment is determined, with the
contributions of its friends and
neighbors, to resolve any secu-
rity issues involving armed
gangs along its maritime fron-
tier.

At the international level,
Cameroon is determined to
work with like-minded nations

in promoting and maintaining
international peace and stabili-
ty, which is fundamental in at-

taining economic and develop-
mental goals. The current glob-
al crisis highlights the necessi-
ty for reform and presents an
ideal opportunity for concerted
action involving all members of
the international community.

In this regard, we believe that
there is need for a profound re-
structuring of the global finan-
cial system that takes into con-
sideration the concerns of devel-
oping countries. We appreciate
the commitment of the govern-
ment of Japan to the restructur-
ing of the current system.

My government continues to
emphasize that the common
destiny of humanity should
guide the efforts to seek lasting
solutions to problems; notably,
the preservation of the environ-
ment, and its sustainable use
and management.

The priority of my govern-
ment is to work within the
framework of our engagements
in regional and international in-
stitutions along with other bilat-
eral and multilateral partners
in the pursuit of our develop-
mental goals. The support we
have received from friendly
countries has been valuable in
this regard.

For these reasons, we appre-
ciate the role of the government
of Japan for not only initiating
the TICAD process but most
importantly for its commit-

ment to the implementation of
the Yokohama Action Plan,
which addresses developmen-
tal issues of major concern to
our continent.

The achievement of the ob-
jectives enshrined in that plan

will further contribute to en-
hancing the socioeconomic de-
velopment of the African conti-
nent and the well-being of its
people, thus making the conti-
nent more attractive to inves-
tors and tourists.

Taking shape: Aspects of Cameroon’s economy are highlighted
as an outline of the Central African country. CAMEROON EMBASSY

‘The German soul,
bruised and
discredited by the Nazi
era, has to a large
degree been healed.’
SOCIOLOGY PROFESSOR EUGEN BUSS

Cameroon national day
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