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Clinton candor
causes unease
Comments on China,
North Korea, Pakistan
set top diplomat apart
from predecessors
Paul Richter
Washington
LOS ANGELES TIMES

------------------------------------------

For years as North Korea de-
fied the West with its nuclear
program, U.S. officials con-
sidered international negotia-
tions their best chance, if not
their only hope, for dealing
with the renegade regime.

So it came as a jolt when
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton seemed to
say recently that the Obama
administration was throwing
in the towel in on the talks. The
idea that North Korea would
take part, she said, was ‘‘im-
plausible, if not impossible.’’

It was just one more burst of
candor bolstering Clinton’s
reputation as the most outspo-
ken among recent chief U.S.
diplomats. In other remarks
over the past month, she has
compared China unfavorably
to Iran and said the U.S.-
backed government in Paki-
stan is ‘‘abdicating’’ to the
Taliban.

Critics contend that in di-
plomacy, it is sometimes bet-
ter for disagreeable truths to
remain unspoken. But admir-
ers call Clinton’s frankness
refreshing.

‘‘She’s saying the emperor
has no clothes,’’ said L. Gor-
don Flake, a longtime North
Korea watcher and president
of the Maureen and Mike
Mansfield Foundation in
Washington. ‘‘She’s saying the
things that nobody else would
say but that 99 percent of the
people in Washington agree
with.’’

Clinton’s straight talk has
set off some speculation that
she might be trying to raise
her profile and influence in an
administration that is crowd-
ed with foreign policy heavy-
weights, including Defense
Secretary Robert Gates, na-
tional security adviser James
Jones, special Mideast envoy
George Mitchell, Afghanistan-
Pakistan envoy Richard Hol-
brooke and Vice President Joe
Biden.

Aides say that at times they
have urged Clinton to recon-
sider her approach but have
been rebuffed. Her manner is
said to sometimes arouse con-
cern in the State Depart-
ment’s regional bureaus,
which generally are the first
to hear foreign governments’
complaints.

In a visit to China in Febru-
ary, Clinton said that coun-
try’s stonewalling on human
rights would not impede U.S.-
Chinese cooperation on other
issues. This month, she said
she found China’s involve-
ment in Latin America, like
Iran’s, to be ‘‘quite disturb-
ing,’’ even though many ex-
perts view China’s activities
there as benign.

Clinton’s view on North Ko-
rea’s ‘‘implausible’’ chances of
involvement in negotiations
follow her public speculation,
rare for any top government
official, about the stability of
the country’s leadership amid
rumors that its ruler, Kim
Jong Il, had suffered health
setbacks.

That speculation was some-
thing that ‘‘Condoleezza Rice

and Colin Powell never would
have said,’’ Flake said, refer-
ring to Clinton’s two immedi-
ate successors. But ‘‘she’s an
experienced, self-confident
politician, and she feels well-
studied enough to do it.’’

But her tough words on Pa-
kistan may have made it more
difficult for the government,
whose citizens are deeply sus-
picious of U.S. intentions, to go
after militants, said Brian Ka-
tulis, a foreign policy special-
ist at the liberal Center for
American Progress.

By doing so, Pakistan would
appear to be knuckling under
to U.S. pressure, he said.

‘‘Perhaps the statements
took a serious situation a cou-
ple of steps too far and
impeded the natural process
of the government responding
to a threat they saw them-
selves,’’ he said, saying those
comments ‘‘really went over
the top.’’

A State Department official
contended Clinton’s that
strong denunciation of Paki-
stan has led to greater cooper-
ation from that country, which
last month launched a mili-
tary offensive against local
Taliban fighters.

‘‘They weren’t doing any-
thing before she said that.
Then after she said it, they
suddenly were taking it pretty
seriously and met with great-
er success,’’ said the official,

who declined to be identified.
‘‘I think she got their
attention.’’

John Bolton, known for
blunt talk as the Bush admin-
istration’s U.N. ambassador,
said Clinton’s comments on
China and human rights might
have given China a signal that
it could ignore any U.S. pres-
sure on the issue.

‘‘Whether it made sense for
her to say it publicly — in ef-
fect giving away the issue
without getting anything in re-
turn — is very much open to
question,’’ Bolton said.

He said it is hard to judge
her candid remarks because
she may have diplomatic
goals that are not apparent.
But he added that she might
be failing to distinguish be-
tween her job as chief U.S.
diplomat and her former post
of senator, where ‘‘you ex-
press your opinion all the time
and often there are no politi-
cal consequences.’’

Clinton insists telling it like
it is can only help diplomacy.

‘‘It’s worth being perhaps
more straightforward and try-
ing to engage other countries
on the basis of the reality that
exists,’’ she said in February
during her Asia trip. ‘‘And so
that’s how I see it, and that’s
how I intend to operate.’’

Aides said Clinton and Pres-
ident Barack Obama, who
speak more than once a week,
share views on many areas of
foreign policy. Obama, who
generally prefers his top lieu-
tenants to steer clear of con-
troversy, State Department
officials said, has not faulted
Clinton’s approach.

Straight talk: Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
testifies before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on
Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., last Wednesday. AP

Amman: a tale of two cities
Amman, the capital of Jor-
dan, is a fascinating city of
contrasts — a unique blend of
old and new, ideally situated
on a hilly area between the
desert and the fertile Jordan
Valley.

In the commercial heart of
the city, ultramodern build-
ings, hotels, smart restau-
rants, art galleries and bou-
tiques rub shoulders comfort-
ably with traditional coffee
shops and tiny artisan work-
shops. Everywhere there is
evidence of the city’s much
older past.

Due to the city’s modern-
day prosperity and temperate
climate, almost half of Jor-
dan’s population is concentrat-

ed in the Amman area. The
residential suburbs consist of
mainly tree-lined streets and
avenues flanked by elegant,
almost uniformly white hous-
es, in accordance with a mu-
nicipal law that states all
buildings must be faced with
local stone.

The downtown area is much
older and more traditional,
with smaller businesses pro-
ducing and selling everything
from fabulous jewelry to ev-
eryday household items. The
people of Amman are multi-
cultural, multidenomination-
al, well educated and ex-
tremely hospitable. They wel-
come visitors, and take pride
in showing them around their

fascinating and vibrant city.
The Amman City Tour is a

great way for tourists visiting
Amman to explore the city.
The tour consists of a circular
bus route that encompasses a
variety of locations, including
some of the best sights in Am-
man, such as the Roman The-
ater, shopping malls, down-
town (or ‘‘Balad’’ as it is
called), museums, parks and
the Wakalat Street shopping
district, among others. Pas-
sengers can enjoy the conve-
nience of 45 stops in one bus
ride, with a unique ‘‘hop-on,
hop-off’’ service on comfort-
able, air-conditioned buses,
operating between the hours
of 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. every day
of the year (until 6 p.m. during
winter months).

You can visit the fascinat-
ing Roman Theater and Nym-
phaeum, which reflect the his-
toric legacy of the city, and the
enchanting Citadel, which has
stood since the ancient times
of the Ammonites. Or enjoy a
leisurely stroll through King
Hussein Park and visit the Au-
tomobile Museum, which con-
tains the late King Hussein’s
car collection, or the Chil-
dren’s Museum.

So be sure to contact your
travel agent or tour operator
and get your Amman City
Tour bus pass today!

The Jabal Amman First
Circle Walking Trail is also in-
teresting, with its coffee shops
and grand traditional villas. If
it’s shopping you’re after, then
the pedestrian Wakalat shop-
ping district offers a wide se-
lection of international brand
names to choose from.

For a more exotic and tradi-
tional experience you can visit
the old downtown, also known
as the souk, and take in the tra-
ditional sights and smells of
the spice market, and shop for
authentic souvenirs. The Am-
man City Tour is simply a
great way to visit and get
around Jordan’s capital.

Building for a stable, prosperous and peaceful future
Demiye Haddad
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF JORDAN

------------------------------------------

Today Jordanians celebrate
the 63rd anniversary of inde-
pendence and in two weeks
they will cele-
brate the 10th
anniversary of
His Majesty
King Abdullah
II Ibn Al Hus-
sein’s accession
to the throne o f
Jordan. I would
like to take advantage of these
two special occasions to extend
the sincerest of our wishes to
Their Imperial Majesties Em-
peror Akihito and Empress Mi-
chiko for their 50th wedding an-
niversary, and the auspicious
occasion of the 20th anniversa-
ry of the Emperor’s accession
to the throne, and to the great
and friendly people of Japan for
continued peace, progress and
prosperity.

I am deeply grateful to The
Japan Times for providing me
with this opportunity to address
its distinguished readers,
whom I hope will allow me to
say a few words about what
makes Jordan-Japan relations
so special.

Since the establishment of
diplomatic relations between
our two friendly countries in
1954, our ties have developed
progressively and steadily.
Covering wide spectrums of is-

sues of mutual interest, we now
meet eye to eye on most if not
all positions and viewpoints
supporting many causes such
as justice, peace, human rights
and democracy.

The highlight of these ties
has always been the frequent
royal visits to Japan. This
year’s visit, which took place
last month, was the sixth since
King Abdullah assumed consti-
tutional powers in 1999, and
stood witness to the uniqueness,
strength and importance we at-
tach to our bilateral relations,
and our determination to see
them grow further in the future.
We also appreciate how Japan
assisted, and continues to assist
the economic and social devel-
opment policies of Jordan. Ja-
pan’s assistance touched most
Jordanians, and covered many
fields such as economic and
technical assistance, sending
Japanese experts and volun-
teers, and inviting Jordanians
to Japan for training and cul-
tural exchange.

The royal visit last month
laid the foundation for moving
the relations to their next level,
one that will significantly widen
the participation of the Japa-
nese private sector in the mega-
projects Jordan is planning to
carry out in the coming few
years in areas such as clean
and renewable energy, nuclear
energy and water desalination.
These projects are planned to

benefit many countries in t h e
Middle East, and will aid the ef-
forts supporting stability and
peace, and provide an addition-
al basis for more sustainable
development, one that will cre-
ate jobs and increase hope for a
better future.

During the past 10 years,
since King Abdulah came to the
throne, Jordan has achieved re-
markable levels of advance-
ment covering every aspect of
life. These landmark achieve-
ments were possible through
the wisdom, vision and tireless
efforts of its leadership, along
with the determination of its
people to build a better future.
To note a few: Personal income
more than doubled compared
to 1999; more universities were
established; and innovation
and intellectual production
reached levels unmatched in
Jordan’s history. Higher educa-
tion and health services are
now among the most wide-
ranging in the region, making
Jordan a leading education and
medical center in the Middle
East.

Jordan has also become a
center for many international
conventions and forums. Just
last week the international con-
ference halls on the shores of
the famous Dead Sea witnessed
another meeting of the World
Economic Forum, where over
1,000 builders and shakers of
global politics, business and
culture met to discuss and ex-
change views on major eco-
nomic, political, social and cul-
tural issues, and explore new
ideas and solutions for the chal-
lenges facing the Middle East.

In the ancient city of Petra —
internationally voted second of
the new seven world wonders —
the annual Forum for Nobel

Prize Laureates convenes as
another prestigious interna-
tional gathering dedicated to
pooling the thoughts and ideas
of those renowned thinkers on
how to build a better world, one
that we can all participate in
making.

Jordan also was chosen by
the international community as
the gateway for the reconstruc-
tion of Iraq, and is the base for
many international organiza-
tions and companies working
there.

Jordan plays a vital role in

the stability and prosperity of
the Middle East. King Abdul-
lah’s continuous efforts aim at
reaching a comprehensive, just
and lasting peace in the region,
especially on the Palestinian-
Israeli track, where a two-state
solution is the key to reaching
that goal. When rights are re-
turned according to interna-
tional legitimacy, hope and op-
timism will spread throughout
the region, easing tensions, de-
fusing extremists of their argu-
ments, and supporting the
sound of reason and modera-

tion, an outcome that will bene-
fit the whole world.

Japan continues to show
great interest in the stability
and security of the Middle
East; it works closely with Jor-
dan to support the efforts of
reaching peaceful solutions for
all its conflicts. Japan designed
its initiative (the Corridor for
Peace and Prosperity) to ad-
dress the basic needs of the Pal-
estinians living in the West
Bank. While aiming to create
jobs and enhance the welfare of
the people, it also aims at pro-
moting confidence building,
and mutual cooperation be-
tween the Palestinians and Is-
raelis through a setting that will
benefit all sides.

Japan views Jordan’s role as
essential toward reaching the
aspired peace and stability in
the region. Both countries work
closely for the success of the
Japanese initiative as one of
many contributions Japan pre-
sented for the cause of peace in
the region.

I would like to conclude by
quoting one paragraph King
Abdullah said 10 years ago on
the occasion of his first visit to
Japan after assuming constitu-
tional powers in 1999: ‘‘Al-
though Japan and Jordan are
far from each other geographi-
cally, we feel very close to Ja-
pan in our basic policies and
values. Japan has been a good
friend and supporter of Jordan
in difficult times. Japan stood
by and helped Jordan, for
which we are most apprecia-
tive and thankful.’’

Set in stone: Petra, built by the Nabateans as their capital city
around 100 BCE, was named one of the New Seven Wonders
of the World in July 2007. JORDAN EMBASSY

Royal greeting: Jordan’s King Abdullah meets Prime Minister Taro Aso on April 14 during his
visit to Japan. KYODO

Sightseeing: The city of Amman is built on a series of hills affording spectacular vistas at
every turn. JORDAN TOURISM BOARD

Critics contend that in
diplomacy, it is
sometimes better for
disagreeable truths to
remain unspoken. But
admirers call Clinton’s
frankness refreshing.
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