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Iranian candidates touch upon once-taboo topics
Borzou Daragahi
and Ramin Mostaghim
Tehran
LOS ANGELES TIMES

------------------------------------------

In a presidential campaign
most analysts predict will
hinge on domestic bread-and-
butter issues, foreign policy
has emerged as a major battle-
ground — and a potential
Achilles’ heel for Iranian Pres-
ident Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

With campaigns in full
swing ahead of the June 12
vote, none of the three major
challengers have shied away
from publicly criticizing Ah-
madinejad on topics long con-
sidered off-limits for debate in
Iran, such as his stance on the
country’s nuclear program
and his vitriol about Israel.

Reformist challenger Mir
Hossein Mousavi accused the
president of so sullying the na-
tion that Iranian passports are
now on par with those of Soma-
lia, the African state that has
become a hub of poverty, pira-
cy and terrorism.

‘‘Our people have not given
you the right to disgrace

them,’’ he told supporters dur-
ing a campaign stop in the city
of Isfahan.

Mehdi Karroubi, another
liberal challenger, took on the
president’s handling of the nu-
clear program, which the
West believes is meant to
eventually produce weapons,
saying Iran needs to be more
transparent and rational in
pursuing its goals abroad. ‘‘We
have to deal with the world dif-
ferently,’’ he said in a televi-
sion appearance.

And even conservative
presidential contender Moh-
sen Rezai, a former com-
mander of the Revolutionary
Guard, slammed Ahmadine-
jad for going overboard with
his rhetoric on the Arab-Israe-
li conflict. Iran strongly op-
poses the Jewish state and
supports the Palestinian
cause through militant allies
such as Hamas and Islamic Ji-
had.

‘‘When we say we are revo-
lutionary, it does not mean
that we are seeking adven-
tures,’’ he said in a television
interview Wednesday. ‘‘It

means we have wisdom and
discretion.’’

The criticism is startling
given the call last month by
the country’s highest political
and spiritual authority, Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, for a
hardline stance that many
saw as an implicit endorse-
ment of the shape and tenor of
Ahmadinejad’s foreign policy.

‘‘The supreme leader en-
dorses all elected govern-
ments, but that does not imply
that he dictates foreign poli-

cy,’’ said Mojtaba Bigdeli, a
political analyst close to Ah-
madinejad.

Ahmadinejad has respond-
ed to the criticism by accusing
his rivals of serving the inter-
ests of the West.

‘‘Certain people bring up to-
matoes as the country’s lead-
ing issue at a time when the en-
emy is trying to spread the
idea that sanctions have been
effective in crippling Iran’s
economy,’’ he said recently.

Iran’s political system com-
bines elements of a democrat-
ic republic with a structure
dominated by Khamenei, who
sets the parameters of the
country’s policies.

The president has limited
but palpable leeway on foreign
affairs. Mohammad Khatami,
Ahmadinejad’s predecessor,
charmed the world by calling
for a ‘‘dialogue of civiliza-
tions’’ to overcome tensions
between Islam and the West.
Ahmadinejad outraged the in-
ternational community by
convening a conference of
those who doubt that the Holo-
caust took place.

‘‘The constitution says Iran
should have good relations
with Islamic countries and
support the Palestinian cause,
but the details and methods
are not stipulated,’’ said Ali
Kadkhodazadeh, a Middle
East analyst at Hamshahri, a
daily newspaper that is the
mouthpiece of Tehran’s may-
or, a rival of Ahmadinejad.

‘‘The constitution does not
say Iran should host a Holo-
caust-denial conference,’’ he
said. ‘‘If the president is
changed, the methods will
change, not the outlines and
pillars of foreign policies.’’

Analysts say Ahmadine-
jad’s opponents are tapping in-
to deep-seated feelings of Ira-
nian national pride to recast
his policies on the nuclear is-
sue and relations with the
U.S., and even on the Arab-Is-
raeli conflict, as out of sync
with the country’s values and
interests.

In the process, they are pub-
licly leveling condemnations
that would be highly sensitive
if voiced by, say, a dissident or
a reformist newspaper.

For example, Esmail Gera-
mi-Moqaddam, a spokesman
for Karroubi’s campaign, told
reporters recently that Ah-
madinejad had naively dis-
missed U.N. Security Council
resolutions imposing sanc-
tions as ‘‘trash papers’’ even
though they were hurting ordi-
nary people.

Authorities for months
strongly discouraged newspa-
pers from mentioning or ex-
amining how international
sanctions affect Iranians.

To his critics, the president
has created the opening by
running a campaign that
stresses Iran’s international
pride over accomplishments
such as rocket launches and
spinning centrifuges rather
than economic achievements,
which most agree were few
during his four-year term.

‘‘Though he himself uses
‘nation of Iran’ frequently in
his speeches, President Ah-
madinejad has tarnished our
image and our national pride,’’
said Yadullah Eslami, a for-
mer lawmaker close to the re-
formist camp.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad

Eight cornerstones of ‘Italia in Giappone 2009’
Exhibition ‘‘Heritage of the
Roman Empire’’

Inauguration: Sept. 18, 2009
Tokyo — National Museum of

Western Art — Sept. 19 — Dec.
13, 2009

Nagoya — Aichi Prefecture Art
Museum — Jan. 6 — March 22,
2010

Aomori — Aomori Art Museum
— April 10 — June 13, 2010

Sapporo — Hokkaido Modern
Art Museum — July 3 — Aug. 22,
2010
Opera by La Scala Milan

‘‘Aida’’: Tokyo, NHK Hall —
Sept. 4, 6, 9, 11, 2009

‘‘Don Carlo’’: Tokyo — Bunka
Kaikan — Sept. 8, 12, 13, 15, 17,
2009

‘‘Requiem’’ by Giuseppe
Verdi: Tokyo — NHK Hall —
Sept. 10, 2009

Concert by the orchestra:
Tokyo — NHK Hall — Sept. 16,
2009
XXI General Assembly of the
Italy-Japan Business Group
(IJBG)

Tokyo — Sept. 16, 17, 2009
Exhibition-event ‘‘Automotive
& Aerospace Industry’’

Tokyo — Sept. 24 — Oct. 17,
2009
Exhibition ‘‘Ancient Egypt in
Turin’’

Tokyo — Tokyo Metropolitan
Art Museum — Aug. 1 — Oct. 4,
2009

Sendai — Art Museum of
Miyagi Prefecture — Oct. 17 —
Dec. 20, 2009

Fukuoka — Municipal Art
Museum — Jan. 5 — March 7,
2010

Kobe — Municipal Museum —
March 20 — May 30, 2010

Shizuoka — Prefectural Art
Museum — June 12 — Aug. 22,
2010
Exhibition ‘‘Masterpieces of
the Borghese Gallery in Rome’’

Kyoto — Oct. 31 — Dec. 27,
2009

Tokyo — Jan. 16 — April 4,
2010
Promotion of Italian products
in department stores

September — December
2009
Exhibition ‘‘I Macchiaioli: I
Maestri del Realismo Italiano’’

Fukuyama — Fukuyama
Museum of Art — Oct. 3 — Nov.
29, 2009

Tokyo — Tokyo Metropolitan
Teien Art Museum — Jan. 16 —
March 14, 2010

Italy national day

Mousavi-savvy: Supporters of presidential candidate Mir
Hossein Mousavi attend a rally in Tehran on Sunday. AFP-JIJI

Italy’s best to be showcased in Japan
Vincenzo Petrone
AMBASSADOR OF ITALY TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

Today I am particularly de-
lighted to have the opportunity
to celebrate our National Day
in Japan. On
this occasion,
the gates of the
embassy will be
open for many
friends who ac-
cepted our invi-
tation and will
join us here, in
this magnificent and histori-
cal garden that in the Edo Pe-
riod belonged to the Matsu-
daira, lords of Iyo Matsuya-
ma, and later became the
residence of Masayoshi Mat-
sukata, the great statesman of
the Meiji Era. It is a place par-
ticularly close to the heart of
the Japanese people due to its
association with ‘‘Chushin-
gura,’’ the well-known story of
the 47 loyal samurai who vin-
dicated their lord after he was
forced to commit seppuku for
assaulting a senior official of
the shogunate at the beginning
of the 18th century. Ten of the
47 r o nin (masterless samu-
rai), including Chikara Oishi,
the son of the group leader,
were kept under house arrest
in the very place where our
embassy is located.

Having the privilege of
working and living in this his-
torical place, I am constantly
reminded of how deep and
strong our bilateral relations
are, supported today by a
growing and healthy ex-
change of people, ideas and
products.

The strong bonds between
our two nations and people

were again confirmed recent-
ly after the earthquake of
April 6, which struck the re-
gion of Abruzzo and caused
widespread damage and a lot
of human suffering. I was
deeply impressed by the
warm support and the sheer
sympathy shown by many
Japanese friends on this occa-
sion, and I would like here to
express to the Japanese peo-
ple my sincere gratitude and
appreciation for their friend-
ship and generosity.

Our strong bilateral ties will
be further reinforced in 2009
by the official working visit,
scheduled for mid-September,
of the president of the Repub-
lic of Italy, Giorgio Napoli-
tano, who will come to Tokyo
to inaugurate ‘‘Italia in Giap-
pone 2009 (Italy in Japan
2009),’’ a program of more
than 150 cultural, scientific
and business-related events
that will take place in the last
quarter of this year.

Italia in Giappone 2009 is co-
ordinated by the Embassy of
Italy, and carried out with the
cooperation of many Italian
companies and public institu-
tions in Japan: the Italian
Trade Commission, the Ital-
ian Institute of Culture, the
Italian State Tourism Board,
the Bank of Italy and the Ital-
ian Chamber of Commerce in
Japan. However, the most im-
portant partners and organiz-
ers of the major projects are
the Japanese companies and
agencies that have planned, fi-
nanced and promoted the key
cultural events. Without their
firm commitment and their
exceptional managerial capa-
bilities, an initiative of this

kind and of this magnitude
would not be conceivable.

During his visit, President
Napolitano will inaugurate
Sept. 18 ‘‘The Heritage of the
Roman Empire’’ exhibition at
the National Museum of West-
ern Art in Tokyo, which will
feature the ‘‘Minerva d’Arez-
zo,’’ an impressive third-cen-
tury B.C. bronze statue re-
cently restored and displayed
for the first time abroad.

Japan will also host the La
Scala Milan with performanc-
es of ‘‘Aida’’ and ‘‘Don Carlo’’
at the NHK Hall and Tokyo
Bunka Kaikan.

The exhibition ‘‘Ancient
Egypt in Torino,’’ the second-
largest collection in the world
after the Museum of Egyptian
Antiquities in Cairo, will take
place at the Tokyo Metropoli-
tan Museum.

The ‘‘Masterpieces of Gal-
leria Borghese in Rome’’ will
first visit Kyoto and then To-
kyo.

The exhibition of the ‘‘Mac-
chiaioli’’ — a school of Italian
painters considered the fore-
runners of the French Impres-
sionists — will be in Fukuya-
ma and then Tokyo.

Besides these major under-
takings, we will offer the Japa-
nese several more exhibitions
of contemporary art, con-
certs, theater, ballet, cinema,
and workshops on architec-
ture and design.

Italia in Giappone 2009 will
also include many events con-
cerning fashion and textiles,
gastronomy and many other
sectors related to the Italian
lifestyle.

Special mention among
these events must be made of

our ‘‘Wine Project,’’ a joint ini-
tiative of the Italian Embassy,
ICE (the Italian Trade Com-
mission) and ENIT (the Ital-
ian State Tourism Board),
which will delight the many
Japanese wine-lovers through
2010. The project is structured
in a series of events that will
present to the Japanese public
the many different tastes and
characteristics of high-quality
Italian wines through a jour-
ney among the best wine-pro-
ducing regions, their tradi-
tions and the peculiarity of
their individual cultural heri-
tage.

High-quality, world-class
Italian production is not limit-
ed to fashion, food and wine.
Italia in Giappone 2009 will al-
so present Italian strengths
and achievements in science
and industry, providing an ex-
cellent opportunity for the pro-
motion of investment and the
development of industrial co-
operation between the two
countries. The seventh-big-
gest economy and the sixth-
largest exporter in the world,
Italy is a key player in many
industrial sectors, from the
machine-tool industry, rank-
ing in this sector among the
four leading global producers,
to the chemical and pharma-
ceutical industries. It is also a
country with a strong manu-
facturing base in aerospace,
in the energy sector and in
many other areas, where inno-
vation and creativity play a
crucial role.

We are glad to see the
streets of the most fashionable
areas in Tokyo, Osaka and oth-
er Japanese cities lined with
buildings designed by famous

architects housing the flag-
ship stores and offices of Ital-
ian brands.

But Italian companies are
main players also in the semi-
conductor industries, the engi-
neering sectors and the steel
business as shown by the im-
portant and expanding activi-
ties in Japan of several com-
panies like Finmeccanica,
STMicroelectronics, Danieli
and Tenaris. Not to mention
the important and competitive
group of small and medium
enterprises, the real backbone
of our industrial structure. It-
aly like Japan is vocationally
a manufacturing economy
dominated by small enterpris-
es. These realities will be pre-
sented during Italia in Giap-
pone 2009.

Tourism will be accorded
particular attention by pro-
moting small, historical towns
and rural areas, offering Jap-
anese visitors the opportunity
to experience the traditional
lifestyle of our ‘‘borghi,’’ our
small towns.

This promotional activity
will be carried out by ENIT,
which will coordinate the Ital-
ian participation at JATA, the
World Tourism Congress and
Travel Fair in Tokyo in au-
tumn.

In the field of science and
technology, this year we will
focus on the newly estab-
lished industrial clusters in
the fields of renewable ener-
gy, biotechnology and robot-
ics, with the aim to develop
further the cooperation with
Japanese partners. More-
over, a specific project on the
‘‘Automotive & Aerospace In-
dustry’’ will present Italian

excellence in a sector partic-
ularly suited for cooperation
between Italian and Japa-
nese firms. Through all these
initiatives, the Italian histor-
ical legacy and its current
achievements will be pre-
sented to the Japanese public
in Tokyo and in many other
cities around the country. It
will provide an opportunity to
know each other more deeply
but also to explore new modes
of cooperation between two
countries that boast a great
cultural heritage while striv-
ing to contribute to find solu-
tions to current global issues.

Italia in Giappone 2009 in-
tends to send a firm message

of optimism in the current eco-
nomic crisis, convinced as we
are that building on the solidi-
ty of traditions and passion for

innovation is the best way to
prepare for a new period of
economic growth in our coun-
tries.

Local harvest: A busy open-air market in Altamura, southern
Italy FOTOTECA ENIT
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