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Sweden national day

Festival spotlight falls on Swedish cinema

Short Shorts Film Festival & Asia 2009
The Swedish program of the festival presents

nine Swedish short films with English and
Japanese subtitles, including two music clips of
ABBA directed by Lasse Hallstrom and a short film
directed by the respected Swedish master,
Ingmar Bergman.
Screening Schedule

*Toho Cinemas, Roppongi Hills, June 6 (Sat.),
4:20 a.m.-6 a.m. (early morning screening),

admission ¥1,500 for adults
*Brillia Short Shorts Theater, Yokohama, June

12 (Fri.), 5:10 p.m.-7 p.m., June 14 (Sun.), 7:20
p.m.-9:10 p.m., admission ¥1,400 for
adults/¥1,000 for students

*Laforet Museum, Harajuku, June 13 (Sat.),
1:20 p.m.-3:10 p.m., admission ¥1,400 for
adults/¥1,000 for students

For more information, visit
www.shortshorts.org
EU Film Days

Twenty-one films selected from among the 27
member states of the European Union are being
screened at the National Film Center in the
National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo (3-7-6
Kyobashi, Chuo-ku, Tokyo; one-minute walk from
Exit 1 of Kyobashi Station on the Ginza Line),
through June 20. Admission is ¥500 per
screening. From Sweden, ‘‘The Christmas
Oratorio (Juloratoriet),’’ directed by Kjell Ake
Andersson, will be shown June 20 (Sat.), from 4
p.m. (1996 film, 124 minutes, in Swedish with
Japanese subtitles)

For more information, visit www.eufilmdays.jp

Clear goals shape environmental policy
Sweden has 16 e n v i r o n m e n t a l
quality objectives (EQOs) that
are to be reached by 2020 at the
latest. The overall goal is to
pass on to the next generation a
society in which the major envi-
ronmental problems have been
solved. Sweden has made con-
siderable progress in a number
of fields, but mbuch remains to
be done.

Sweden was an early starter
in terms of sustainable t h i n k -
ing. In the 1960s, it recognized
that the rapid loss of natural re-
sources had to be confronted
and took the lead in organizing
the first U.N. conference on the
environment — held in Stock-
holm in 1972. Since then, it has
continued to work actively with
environmental issues, national-
ly and internationally.

In 1999, the Riksdag (Swed-
ish Parliament) adopted 16

EQOs and 72 national interim
targets. These objectives are
continually evaluated by the
Environmental Objectives
Council, a special government-
appointed body. In its r e p o r t ,
published in spring 2008, the
council concludes that over half
of the objectives will require
further action if its goals are to
be met.

One of the most important
EQOs focuses on the need to
limit climate impact. The burn-
ing of fossil fuels — oil and gas
— accounts for the largest con-
tribution to the greenhouse ef-
fect in Sweden and the rest of
the world.

Sweden is one of the few in-
dustrialized countries to have

reduced carbon emissions. Be-
tween 1990 and 2006, these de-
clined almost 9 percent. Over
the same period, the economy
grew 44 percent. An important
reason for this is that oil is no
longer used for heating purpos-
es to the same extent and has
largely been replaced by dis-
trict heating based on biofuels.
Compared with 1980, the de-
cline is significant. That year,
Sweden released 80,000 tons of
carbon dioxide into the atmos-
phere. In 2006, the figure was
slightly more than 51,500 tons.
-------------------------------

This article was

produced by the

Swedish Institute

(www.sweden.se).

EU presidency new stage for bilateral cooperation
Yuko Yoshikawa
STAFF WRITER

------------------------------------------

Sweden will take over the six-
month, rotating presidency
of the European Union from
the Czech Republic on July 1.
‘‘We see our six months as a
chance to strengthen cooper-
ation between Europe and Ja-
pan, as well as between Swe-
den and Japan even further,’’
said Stefan Noreen, who has
been Sweden’s ambassador
to Japan since October 2006.

Talking at the Swedish
Embassy in Tokyo last week
he touched on cooperation be-
tween Sweden and Japan
from global-level political di-
alogue to regional-level con-
tacts — including coopera-
tion on the global economic
crisis, climate change, inter-
national security and sharing
ideas on exchange activities.

‘‘Relations between Japan
and Sweden have been excel-
lent for a long time, not only
in terms of the scope of activi-
ties but also the intensity. We
have relations in practically
every field of cooperation —
political dialogue, economic
activity, trade and invest-
ment, education, research
and development, cultural
exchanges, etc.,’’ said the
ambassador.

In economic terms, Japan
and Sweden have not escaped
the effects of the global reces-
sion. ‘‘Our trade may have
stagnated a little, but we see
Swedish companies continu-
ing to increase their sales in
Japan. I am pleased to say
that the investments are
growing in both directions,’’

he noted.
Noreen expects Sweden to

interact closely with Japan
during the Swedish EU presi-
dency. There are two over-
riding issues that the EU and
Japan have to handle, ac-
cording to the ambassador.
The economic crisis natural-
ly tops the agenda and the
other is climate change.
While the EU and Japan rep-
resent 40 percent of world
GDP and 30 percent of world
trade, the financial crisis has
spread to all corners of the
world. ‘‘When it comes to
combating the world econom-
ic crisis, the EU and Japan
are very important players,’’
he said.

Prior to the EU presiden-
cy, the Swedish government
is working to reach a consen-
sus on climate change and in-
crease trust among different
parts of the world. The Kyoto
Protocol contains undertak-
ings on emissions reductions
up until 2012. Decisions on

new undertakings for the
2012-2020 period are to be
adopted at the U.N. climate
meeting in Copenhagen, Den-
mark, in December. Ambas-
sador Noreen notes that the
EU presidency will have a
special responsibility for the
EU’s continued leadership at
the Copenhagen negotia-
tions.

‘‘The EU has the most am-
bitious climate change policy
of all the major international
actors. Sweden has national-
ly set a target of a 40 percent
reduction of carbon dioxide
emissions until 2020, includ-
ing the so-called ‘clean devel-
opment mechanism,’ which
is basically selling emissions
rights. It will be hard to reach
40 percent, but we would like
to see this climate change is-
sue also as a way of reversing
the economic downturn,’’
said the ambassador.

‘‘Investing more in clean
and green technology will
help us to get the world econo-
my going again. I think coun-
tries like those in Europe and
Japan have a lot to benefit
from taking an ambitious ap-
proach to climate change be-
cause we are both very ad-
vanced in terms of science
and technology. Japan and
Sweden are actively encour-
aging the development and
application of relevant tech-
nologies in this field.’’

‘‘And we expect Prime
Minister Taro Aso to set an
ambitious goal for Japan’s
midterm target for the reduc-
tion of carbon dioxide, and
for Japan to introduce an am-
bitious policy that increases

the chance of getting more
countries, including the U.S.,
China and India, to sign on to
a convention,’’ he added.

U.S. President Barack
Obama outlined his vision for
a ‘‘nuclear-free’’ world in
April during his first Europe-
an tour as president. With re-
gard to international cooper-
ation on nuclear disarma-
ment, the ambassador said
North Korea’s recent nuclear
test was ‘‘very alarming.’’

‘‘The U.N. Security Council
is discussing a new resolution
on North Korea, but it shows
that we have to intensify our
efforts to reach agreements
on nuclear disarmament and
strengthen the global nonpro-
liferation regime. Sweden
has for many years worked
actively for the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty and we
welcome Japan’s initiative to
organize a conference in To-
kyo early next year on nucle-
ar disarmament,’’ Noreen

said.
The ambassador sees Ja-

pan and Sweden exchanging
ideas at all levels, and coop-
eration is growing not only
between the two govern-
ments. ‘‘We are encouraging
more direct contacts be-
tween Japanese and Swedish
regions and cities for our ex-
panded relationship. The re-
gional contacts will become
more important in the future
because the cities and re-
gions will play an increasing-
ly important role in interna-
tional cooperation, and in
taking measures to combat
climate change, too,’’ he said.

The Swedish Embassy in
Tokyo also seeks active ex-
change in the field of culture.

‘‘We are participating in
‘EU Film Days’ in Tokyo. A
Swedish film directed by
Kjell Ake Andersson is being
shown at this film festival.
And the 10th anniversary of
‘Swedish Style in Tokyo,’ a se-
ries of events and exhibi-
tions, will be held at many
venues throughout the city in
late October. Art, film,
dance, design in general and
literature continue to be an
important part of our cultur-
al mission here in Tokyo. And
we are glad to see there is in-
creasing interest in Japan in
Sweden and vice versa,’’ said
the ambassador.

‘‘We have a good base for
expanding the relationship;
we’ve enjoyed warm rela-
tions for many years. I am
very confident about the fu-
ture, and possibilities to pro-
mote more exchange and
more interaction.’’

Investing in robots with a caring, humanitarian touch
R2-D2, the know-it-all robot
that serves humans in the
‘‘Star Wars’’ movies, is hardly
the answer. The vacuum-
cleaner robots, with the ability

to scrub corners clean, are
much clearer indicators of the
needs of the future. But the
next generation of robots must
have advanced skills to sup-

port human needs such as
care, thoughtfulness and com-
panionship.

‘‘The goal is the freedom of
individuals and a more hu-
manitarian approach to car-
ing for people,’’ says Adam
Hagman, who since 2007 has
been the project manager for
the work with health-care ro-
bots at Robot Valley in Vaster-
as, Sweden.

Hagman describes health-
care robots or mechanized
help resources with built-in in-
telligence that can be used in
treatments that require high-
level precision or in rehabili-
tation, or assistance. One of
Robot Valley’s most interest-
ing projects, Bestic, is a robot-
ic eating aid that helps disa-
bled people to eat unassisted.
Bestic handles the feeding and
the user does not need to be fed
by anyone else at the table.
Everyone eats using their own

machine, regardless of wheth-
er their arms, hands or fingers
function.
Millions of diagnoses

Bestic was developed by
Sten Hemmingsson, who was
afflicted with polio in his youth
and through that had prob-
lems with movement abilities.
In Europe, Japan and the U.S.,
there are a couple of million
people with diagnoses that
create a need for Bestic.

Hagman assesses the mar-
ket for robots within health and
medical care to be enormous.

‘‘All forces must work to-
gether to create more humani-
tarian medical and general
care. By merging technical
and physiological compe-
tence, Robot Valley wants to
develop new, innovative
Swedish export products that
make people’s everyday lives
simpler. First and foremost, it
is about meeting the future,’’

says Hagman.
Let’s go back in time about

100 years. Prior to the 20th
century, the world was clear
about what would happen dur-
ing the coming century: The
comprehensive industrializa-
tion and major inventions dur-
ing the 19th century had laid
the foundation for far-
reaching technological and
welfare improvements for so-
ciety.

The 20th century was the
century when technology was
used by individuals who bene-
fited from it. Technology de-
velopments in combination
with social and political
changes created a welfare so-
ciety. This was applicable
within all areas: transport,
administration, housing,
home electronics, medical
care, etc.

In 2008, Sweden is, as it has
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Swedish Ambassador Stefan
Noreen All-star cast: Swedish director Kjell Ake Andersson (left) and Swedish actor Johan Widerberg

(center) are pictured last week at the Swedish Embassy in Tokyo with Ambassador Stefan
Noreen during their six-day visit to Japan. They were in the country to attend the May 29
opening of the ‘‘EU Film Days’’ festival. YOSHIAKI MIURA

Visitors welcome: The
Swedish government chose
se2009.eu as the address of
its official EU presidency
Web site.

Golden oldie: A still from ABBA’s 1976
‘‘Money, Money, Money’’ music video

Natural power: Biofuel derived from wood chips. In Sweden,
bioenergy accounts for 17 percent of the total energy
supply. www.imagebank.sweden.se © THOMAS TOLSTRUP/E.ON
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Rhetoric ramped up before Obama speech

Bin Laden shows
signs of worry
ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Cairo
AP

------------------------------------------

A day before U.S. President
Barack Obama delivered a
speech in Cairo seeking good-
will with the Islamic world, al-
Qaida leader Osama bin Lad-
en tried in a new message
Wednesday to convince Mus-
lims they should hate him.

The message was the second
from al-Qaida in as many days
criticizing Obama. Analysts
said the PR offensive shows the
terrorist organization worries
the new president will succeed
in improving America’s image
in the Muslim world and under-
mine the group’s anti-Ameri-
can jihad, or holy war.

‘‘Obama’s election is just
about the worst thing that
could have happened to these
guys,’’ said Tom Sanderson, a
terrorism expert at the Wash-
ington-based Center for Stra-
tegic and International Stud-
ies. ‘‘They knew right away
that his election undermined a
key part of their argument
that the U.S. was anti-Islamic,
that the U.S. was racist.’’

Obama met Wednesday
with Saudi King Abdullah dur-
ing the first leg of his Middle
East tour. His speech at Cairo
University on Thursday is
part of a campaign to prove he
differs from former President
George W. Bush, whose inva-
sion of Iraq and aggressive
counterterrorism tactics
stoked Muslim ire and helped
al-Qaida rally support.

Al-Qaida has tried to counter
that message by painting Oba-
ma as no different from Bush,
highlighting U.S. involvement
in the conflicts in Afghanistan,
Pakistan and Iraq.

In an audiotape aired on Al-
Jazeera TV, bin Laden said
Obama has inflamed hatred to-
ward the U.S. by ordering Paki-
stan to crack down on militants
and block Islamic law there.

He claimed U.S. pressure led
t  o a campaign of ‘‘killing, fight-
ing, bombing and destruction’’
that prompted the exodus of a
million Muslims from the Swat
Valley in northwest Pakistan.
He was referring to a Pakistani
military campaign against the
Taliban that began in April, an
indication the tape was made
since then.

‘‘Obama and his administra-
tion have sown new seeds to in-
crease hatred and revenge on
America,’’ bin Laden said. ‘‘The
number of these seeds is equal
to the number of displaced peo-
ple from Swat Valley.’’

Bin Laden did not specifi-
cally mention Obama’s speech
in his message. Al-Jazeera did
not say how or when the tape
was obtained, and its authen-
ticity could not be immediate-
ly verified.

On Tuesday, al-Qaida’s dep-
uty leader, Ayman al-Zawah-
ri, said in an audio message
that Obama’s upcoming
speech would not change Mus-
lim sentiment because of the
‘‘bloody messages’’ the U.S.
military is sending in Afghani-
stan and Iraq.

White House press secretary

Robert Gibbs, in Saudi Arabia
with Obama, said al-Qaida
wants ‘‘to shift attention away
from the president’s historic ef-
forts . .  . (to) have an open dia-
logue with the Muslim world.’’

Obama is popular in the
Middle East in part because of
his friendly words toward Is-
lam, his promises to withdraw
from Iraq and his own person-
al background. Still many Ar-
abs remain skeptical about
how deeply he will change U.S.
policy, which they see as bi-
ased toward Israel.

Sanderson said Obama’s ap-
proach could make it harder
for al-Qaida to recruit support-
ers and raise money. ‘‘It starts
to tighten up avenues for them
for finance, for people, for in-
formation,’’ he said.

Al-Zawahri has been critical
of Obama since his election,
even releasing a message that
referred to Obama as a ‘‘house
Negro,’’ a slur for a black sub-
servient to whites. Bin L a d e n
has been more sparing in his
criticism, and his harsh rheto-
ric in Wednesday’s message
could indicate he has become
more concerned about Oba-
ma’s impact.

‘‘They have been trying to
present him as a continuation
of the old policies and discred-

it him,’’ Jeremy Binnie, an an-
alyst with Jane’s Terrorism
and Insurgency Center in Brit-
ain, said. ‘‘I think to a certain
extent that it shows they are
worried by this guy.’’

Obama’s decision to deliver
his speech in longtime ally
Egypt highlights one of al-Qai-
da’s frequent propaganda
points — the alliances between
the U.S. and repressive Arab
governments.

Al-Zawahri called the Egyp-
tian officials welcoming Oba-
ma U.S. ‘‘slaves’’ who have
turned the country into an ‘‘in-
ternational station of torture in
America’s war on Islam.’’

The Obama administration
has hinted it won’t hinge its re-
lationship with Egypt on hu-
man rights demands and de-
mocracy promotion. Still, in
an apparent nod to rights con-
cerns, the Obama administra-
tion invited several opponents
of Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak to the Cairo speech.

Ayman Nour, a top opposi-
tion leader who challenged
Mubarak in 2005 elections and
called for greater democracy,
said he would attend. Nour
was imprisoned on forgery
charges after the election,
sparking heavy criticism
from Washington. He was re-
leased in February in an ap-
parent gesture to the U.S.

Also attending are 11 law-
makers from the fundamental-
ist Muslim Brotherhood,
Egypt’s most powerful opposi-
tion movement, said one of the
11, Mohammed Saad el-Katatni.

Cairo speech seeks to mend ties with Muslims
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

States deems as terrorists.
‘‘The Palestinian Authority

must develop its capacity to
govern, with institutions that
serve the needs of its people,’’
Obama said.

‘‘At the same time, Israelis
must acknowledge that just as
Israel’s right to exist cannot be
denied, neither can Palestine.
The United States does not ac-
cept the legitimacy of contin-
ued Israeli settlements’’ on the
West Bank and outskirts of Je-
rusalem, he said. ‘‘It is time
for these settlements to stop.’’

As for Jerusalem itself, he
said it should be a ‘‘secure and
lasting home for Jews and
Christians and Muslims.’’

Obama also said the Arab
nations should no longer use
the conflict with Israel to dis-

tract their own people from
other problems.

He tread lightly on one issue
that President George W.
Bush had made a centerpiece
of his second term — the
spread of democracy.

Obama said he has a com-
mitment to governments ‘‘that
reflect the will of the people.’’
And yet, he said, ‘‘No system
of government can or should
be imposed upon one nation by
any other.’’

At times, there was an echo
of Obama’s campaign mantra
of change in his remarks, and
he said many are afraid it can-
not occur.

‘‘There is so much fear, so
much mistrust. But if we
choose to be bound by the past,
we will never move forward,’’
he said.

The president’s brief stay in
Cairo included a visit to the
Sultan Hassan mosque, a 600-
year-old center of Islamic
worship and study. A tour of
the Great Pyramids of Giza
was also on his itinerary.

The buildup to the speech
was enormous, stoked by the
White House, although Obama
seemed at pains to minimize
hopes for immediate conse-
quences.

‘‘One speech is not going to
solve all the problems in the
Middle East,’’ he told a French
interviewer. ‘‘Expectations
should be somewhat modest.’’

Eager to spread the presi-
dent’s message as widely as
possible, the tech-savvy White
House orchestrated a live
Webcast of the speech on the
White House site, translated

parts of the speech into 13 lan-
guages, set up a special State
Department site where users
could sign up for speech high-
lights, and distributed ex-
cerpts to MySpace, Twitter
and Facebook.

Though the speech was co-
sponsored by al-Azhar Univer-
sity, which has taught science
and Quranic scripture here for
nearly a millennium, the actu-
al venue was the more modern
and secular Cairo University.

Red draperies formed a
backdrop for the speech, block-
ing the view of a portrait of Mu-
barak, an aging autocrat who
has ruled Egypt since 1981.

‘‘Egypt’s democrats cannot
help being concerned,’’ wrote
Dina Guirguis, executive di-
rector of Voices for a Demo-
cratic Egypt.

Arabs slowly warming to Obama
Opinion of American leadership
still low ahead of Cairo address
Cairo
REUTERS, AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

U.S. President Barack Obama,
before he addressed the Mus-
lim world from Cairo on Thurs-
day, faced an Arab public that
remains skeptical of U.S. lead-
ership but whose perception
has recently warmed, a U.S.
pollster said Wednesday.

But many Arabs are still
withholding judgment on Oba-
ma’s administration, and he
has a chance to win greater
approval after the speech to
mend ties with the world’s
Muslims, said Dalia Mogahed,
Executive Director of the Gal-
lup Center for Muslim Studies.

‘‘People had completely
shut down and weren’t listen-

ing any more to American
leadership. . .  . What Obama
was able to successfully do
was to get people back,’’ Mo-
gahed told Reuters in Cairo,
where she released details of a
recent Gallup survey of Arab
views toward Washington.

Obama used his address in
Cairo to try to repair some of
the damage to America’s im-
age caused by the Iraq war,
U.S. treatment of military de-
tainees and the lack of progress
in Middle East peace talks.

Beforehand, aides said the
speech was meant to reach out
to Muslims and deal with is-
sues such as extremism.

‘‘I think that a speech can
make a huge difference,’’ Mo-
gahed said. ‘‘Muslims around

the world want very much to
engage with the West, and
with the United States signifi-
cantly, but want to engage as
equal partners, instead of a re-
lationship of paternalism.’’

Newspapers, analysts and
ordinary Arabs simply wanted
Obama to avoid emulating the
policies of former U.S. Presi-
dent George W. Bush, who
went to great lengths to lecture
Muslims on democracy.

‘‘Obama is just a prettier face.
I’m sure his intentions are in the
right place but I don’t expect
much from the man,’’ a Cairo
electrician said Wednesday.

Arab approval ratings of
U.S. leadership remained low
— at a median of about 25 per-
cent — in a survey across 11
Arab countries conducted af-
ter Obama took office, higher
than in the last months of the
prior administration in all but
two countries.

Gallup, in a summary of the
poll results, said the rise may re-
flect Obama’s pledge to pull U.S.
troops from Iraq and close its de-
tention center at Guantanamo.

The success of the U.S. lead-
er’s diplomatic initiatives in
the region — like advancing Is-
raeli-Palestinian peace and
halting Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram — may depend on how
well Obama, whose father was
a Muslim and who lived in In-
donesia as a boy, is able to im-
prove U.S.-Islamic ties.

Of the Arab countries sur-
veyed by Gallup, Mauritania
had the highest approval of
U.S. leadership at 56 percent,
up from 44 percent toward the
end of Bush’s tenure.

Approval in U.S. ally Saudi
Arabia surged to 29 percent from
12 previously, while a quarter of
Egyptians also expressed ap-
proval, up from 6 percent before
Obama came to office.

But Palestinian opinion of
U.S. leadership, already low,
deteriorated to just 7 percent
in the survey, taken shortly af-
ter an Israeli offensive in the
Gaza Strip that killed about
1,400 Palestinians.

Mogahed said Obama still
had a chance to turn public
opinion around in the Arab
world, noting that significant
chunks of the population were
still undecided on his leader-
ship, especially in Egypt
where a quarter of the popula-
tion expressed no opinion.

She said Obama could im-
prove his standing among
those people by building on
mutual respect, and express-
ing empathy over grievances
that drive Arab anger toward
the West, even without sub-
stantive agreement on the is-
sues.

‘‘They are still withholding
judgment,’’ Mogahed said.

Presidential debates
get muddy on Iran TV
Tehran
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

President Mahmoud Ahmad-
inejad and his main contender
in the June 12 elections, for-
mer Prime Minister Mir-Hus-
sein Mousavi, held a remark-
ably frank debate televised
live Wednesday night that ex-
posed deep differences among
Iran’s leaders and presented
Iranian voters with two com-
pletely opposing views.

During the 90-minute debate,
the candidates delved into top-
ics in a way never seen in the Is-
lamic Republic, touching on
foreign policy, corruption, and
raising questions about the aca-
demic credentials of Mousavi’s
wife, a former professor.

Representing two different
factions in Iran’s system of Shi-
ite clerical government, Ah-
madinejad, in a beige suit and
surrounded by stacks of papers,
portrayed his opponent a  s a
pawn of Iran’s elite, which he
said was corrupt and weak in
the face of Western pressure.

Mousavi, a painter and an
architect, said that Ahmad-
inejad’s controversial interna-
tional and domestic policies
were a danger to Iran’s future.
He accused the president of
driving the country toward a
‘‘dictatorship’’ and acting as if
he owned the truth. ‘‘You think
you are higher than all,’’ he
told Ahmadinejad.

A large part of the debate
centered on foreign policy.
Mousavi said that Ahmadine-
jad’s denial of the Holocaust
had cost Iran much interna-
tional standing. ‘‘Tell me, who
are our friends in the region?’’
he asked the president. Mou-
savi said the country had be-
came internationally isolated.

Ahmadinejad pointed out that
the previous government, which
had temporarily suspended ura-
nium enrichment from 2003 till
2005, got nothing in return for the
gesture to the West.

‘‘There was so much beg-
ging for having three centri-
fuges. Today more than 7,000
centrifuges are turning,’’ Ah-
madinejad said. ‘‘Which for-
eign policy was successful?
Which one created degrada-
tion? Which one kept our inde-
pendence more, which one
gave away more concessions,
but got no results?’’ he asked.

Ahmadinejad repeatedly
blamed Mousavi for previous
failures of politicians who now
support Mousavi’s campaign.

The president broke a taboo
in Iranian politics by openly la-
beling as corrupt the former
president, ayatollah Ali Akbar
Hashemi-Rafsanjani, and his
family. Many in Iran say that
Hashemi-Rafsanjani’s family
has acquired enormous wealth
since the 1979 revolution, but the
accusation — which Hashemi-
Rafsanjani denies — has not
been mentioned on state TV or
publicly by Iranian politicians.

‘‘Where did the sons of Mr.
Hashemi get their money
from?’’ Ahmadinejad asked.
‘‘How did the son of Mr. Nateq
Nouri became a billionaire?’’
he said of an influential for-
mer head of Parliament that
once supported him. ‘‘I have
lists of former high managers
who were given lands, hect-
ares of land.’’

Ahmadinejad held up a pa-
per showing text and a por-
trait of Mousavi’s wife, Zahra
Rahnavard, who is a promi-
nent academic. ‘‘I have a file
here of a woman, you know her
as she sits besides you in your
election meetings. She be-
came a dean without the cor-
rect credentials,’’ Ahmadine-
jad said.

Nazi death camps numbered more than realized
Washington THE WASHINGTON POST

A little more than a decade ago, researchers at the
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum decided to
create an encyclopedia of concentration camps.
They assumed the finished work would be massive,
featuring a staggering 5,000 to 7,000 camps and
ghettos. They underestimated by 15,000.

Their ultimate count of more than 20,000
camps — which they reached after a year of
research — is far more than most scholars had
known existed and might reshape public
understanding of the scope of the Holocaust itself.

‘‘What’s going to happen is that the mental
universe of how scholars operate is going to
change,’’ said Steven Katz, director of Boston
University’s Elie Wiesel Center for Judaic Studies.
‘‘Instead of thinking of main death camps, people
are going to understand that this was a
continentwide phenomenon.’’

The Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos:
1933-1945 is ‘‘the first major reference work for
Holocaust studies since . .  . the fall of the USSR’’
and the opening of many European archives, says
Paul Shapiro, director of the museum’s Center for
Advanced Holocaust Studies. As a result, more

information was available to researchers than had
ever been before. Scholars chased footnotes in old
books and used Internet mailing lists to find
historians who might possess tiny pieces of the
puzzle. Volume 1 is scheduled for release June 12.

Most of the sites included in the encyclopedia
were known, says Geoff Megargee, the
encyclopedia project director. ‘‘But they were
known to one or two people. . .  . Sometimes there
would be just one person who had done research
on one prison.’’ The first volume focuses on
SS-run camps and contains more than 1,100
entries written by some 230 contributors.

The Holocaust’s horror always has been its
precision and vastness: how many people died, how
many people were complicit, how many countries
fell to the Nazi regime. The enormous number of
sites cataloged in the museum’s encyclopedia
reveals that for every commonly known camp —
Auschwitz and Dachau, Buchenwald and
Bergen-Belsen — there are literally dozens more
that the average reader has likely never heard of.
The book is organized as a traditional encyclopedia;
each camp or ghetto receives its own alphabetical
entry, some with photographs or maps.

Hard sell: Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad holds a
young boy while campaigning in Tehran on Tuesday. AP

Investing in robots
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

been for many decades, a
modern welfare society with
well-educated, knowledgeable
and healthy citizens. Today,
Swedes are healthier and live
much longer. The average
lifetime for a Swedish man is
79 and 83 for a Swedish wom-
an. In Germany, France,
Great Britain, Italy and Spain,
women live, on average, just
as long as women in Sweden
while men in these countries
have an average lifetime of
between 75 and 77 years.

In fall 2007, the EU commis-
sion adopted a strategy docu-
ment for Europe’s health de-
velopment over the next five
years. One of the goals is in-
creased average life expec-
tancy. All forecasts indicate
longer lifetimes.

Within 30 years, it is esti-
mated that 40 percent of Swe-
den’s population will be retir-
ees over the age of 65. The
same forecast applies for oth-
er countries in Europe. In a
few decades, people 100 years
old will not be particularly
unique. Today’s young people
can look forward to a long and
healthy life.
Meeting on human terms

In Japan, the number of el-
derly people is increasing
faster than in Europe. ‘‘This
has forced the Japanese to use
new technology to meet these
needs. For that reason it has
not been so dramatic to re-
place humans with robots
within different sectors,’’ says
Hagman.

‘‘The Japanese have a rath-
er pragmatic attitude toward
robots or robotlike tools. Thus
far in Europe we have had a

more skeptical attitude. We
think that it will be difficult to
replace people with robots.

‘‘Reduced resources in re-
gard to care means that meet-
ing on human terms is at risk.
With greater openness toward
technical solutions, treat-
ments can become better and
time is saved that can be de-
voted to more personal care.
In that way, care will be more
satisfactory for everyone,’’
says Hagman.
Leading the world

Robot Valley in Vasteras
has, in a short time, become a
world leader within robotics,
especially health-care robot-
ics. Robot Valley’s boundaries
are formed by the Royal Insti-
tute of Technology in the east
(KTH), Uppsala, with Swe-
den’s oldest university, in the
northeast, Vasteras, with
ABB, and Orebro in the west.

Within this geographic tri-
angle, business, academies,
municipalities and public
players are working together
to lead robot development,
and establish the region as the
world leader in robotic re-
search and development. With
Robot Valley’s operations,
Sweden is leading the develop-
ment side by side with Japan.
These advantages, and the
possibility to access new de-
velopments and participate in
research projects are some of
the reasons that make Robot
Valley and the Stockholm re-
gion such an attractive place
for automation corporations
worldwide.
-------------------------------

This article is from

the Stockholm

Business Region.

Embassy to showcase
Waldorf dolls, rare books
An exhibition of Swedish pic-
ture books and Waldorf dolls
will be held at the Swedish
Embassy gallery in Tokyo in
August.

About 200 rare, beautifully
illustrated picture books will
be on display together with
some 50 Waldorf dolls.

The dolls are loved in Sweden
where handicrafts using wool
are traditionally popular. The
doll exhibit is in cooperation
with Nanako Sasaki who intro-
duced the dolls to Japan.

Waldorf dolls are a product
of Rudolf Steiner’s unique edu-
cational ideas. Many people
began making the dolls after
the publication of Karin Neus-
chutz’s book, ‘‘Let’s play with

stuffed dolls.’’
A Waldorf doll is made of

wool and cotton, using tech-
niques that draw on tradition-
al European doll making. Its
appearance is intentionally
simple to allow full rein to a
child’s imagination.

Date/time: From Aug. 6
through Aug. 27, 10:00 a.m. to 5
p.m. (closed 12:30-1:30 for
lunch, and on Saturdays, Sun-
days and holidays)

Locati o n : Embassy of Swe-
den, 1-10-3-100 Roppongi, Mi-
nato-ku, Tokyo; Tel: (03)
5542-5050

Nearest station: Kamiya-
cho (Hibiya Line) and Rop-
pongi Ichi-chome (Nanboku
Line)

Handicrafts showcase: Waldorf dolls (above) and rare picture
books (below) will be exhibited at the Swedish Embassy in
Tokyo in August. SWEDISH EMBASSY

‘Obama’s election is
just about the worst
thing that could have
happened to these
guys.’
TERRORISM EXPERT TOM SANDERSON
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