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Militants
killed in
Gaza clash

Gaza City Gaza Strip
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

At least four Palestinian mili-
tants were killed on Monday in
a gunbattle with Israeli sol-
diers along the border of the
Hamas-run Gaza Strip, the
deadliest such incident in
months, medics said.

The incident, which report-
edly involved horses, came as
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu was mulling in
the face of increasing U.S.
pressure whether to ease a
crippling blockade imposed on
the territory, according to se-
nior officials.

The bodies of the four mili-
tants killed Monday had explo-
sives belts around them and
two of the bodies were torn to
shreds by explosions, the med-
ics said.

At least another 12 Palestin-
ians were wounded in the
fighting near the Nahal Oz
crossing with Israel east of
Gaza City, they said. The
crossing, through which all fu-
el crosses into the territory,
was shut following the clash.

An Israeli Army spokesman
said that troops, backed by
tanks and helicopter gunships,
opened fire after they saw
gunmen on the Gaza side of the
border placing explosives
near the border fence.

The militants arrived in the
area in trucks that also trans-
ported five horses loaded with
explosives.

Palestinian witnesses said
that some of the gunmen had
been riding horses.

A military source said the
incident appeared to be an at-
tempt to seize Israeli soldiers,
similar to a June 2006 attack in
which militants seized ser-
viceman Gilad Shalit in a
deadly cross-border raid.

Shalit remains in captivity
and Israel and Hamas have
negotiated for months via indi-
rect talks through Egypt on a
prisoner exchange that would
see hundreds of Palestinians
released in return for the sol-
dier.

Late Monday, a previously
unknown Palestinian group,
Soldiers of Allah, claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack.

It said three of its members
were killed, naming them as
Hani Tarabin, Taher Issa and
Fahed Minawi.

A senior government offi-
cial said Netanyahu will con-
vene his security Cabinet in
the next few weeks to consider
the harsh embargo slapped on
Gaza after the Islamist Ha-
mas, a group that has pledged
to destroy Israel, seized con-
trol of Gaza in June 2007.

A ‘green tsunami’
spurs Iran’s youth
Ali Akbar Dareini
and Brian Murphy
Tehran
AP

------------------------------------------

It is just a two-sentence text
message bouncing among
young Iranian voters. But it
carries some big hopes.

It begins with a reminder of
what happened four years
ago: Many reformists boy-
cotted presidential elections
and opened the way for Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad’s under-
dog victory as president. It
closes with a rallying cry for
Friday’s turnout: ‘‘Now, you
and I vote so that he will be de-
feated.’’

Whether that is possible is
far from certain. But the brief
text — blipping across tens of
thousands of screens — is
more important for its opti-
mism than its analysis.

There is a growing sense
that Ahmadinejad may be vul-
nerable and Iran’s highest
elected office could shift back
to more moderate hands with
enormous stakes ahead.
Among them: How Iran deals
with Western fears about its
nuclear program and re-
sponds to U.S. President Ba-
rack Obama’s offer to ease a
nearly 30-year diplomatic es-
trangement.

If nothing else, the rising
challenge from Ahmadine-
jad’s main proreform rival,
Mir Hossein Mousavi, has re-
vitalized Iran’s liberal voices
after four years of being de-
moralized and in disarray — a
problem that was partly self-
inflicted.

‘‘I had lost faith in the ballot
box and didn’t vote in 2005,’’
said Behnaz Pirasteh, a 20-
something woman wearing a
green ribbon that has become

the symbolic color of Mousa-
vi’s campaign. ‘‘I want now to
save my country from total de-
struction.’’

No credible independent
polling exists in Iran. So handi-
capping political races includes
measuring street buzz and
hints of shifting momentum.

At the moment, many of the
signs seem to be moving in fa-
vor of Mousavi, a graying el-
der statesman and amateur
artist who served as Iran’s
prime minister during much
of the 1980-88 war with Iraq.

A few months ago, he was a
figure in a history book for
many young voters. But he
courted them with every tac-
tic of a modern campaign:
Facebook, blogs, side-by-side
appearances with his charis-

matic wife and finding a hip
gimmick with his ‘‘green
movement’’ — T-shirts, brace-
lets and even emerald-colored
head scarves.

At one rally, poet Eqbal
Mansourian warmed up the
crowd with verse: ‘‘Make our
lives green again, make it rain
again, make us hope again.’’

Mousavi also has stayed on
message. He has hammered
Ahmadinejad on the irony of
Iran’s limping economy de-
spite its oil and gas riches and
ridiculed his bombastic style,
such as questions about the
Holocaust, as a recurring
black eye for Iran’s interna-
tional image. Mousavi’s
much-repeated quip: Iranian
passports now have the same
status as Somalia’s.

In a rare, face-to-face de-
bate Wednesday, broadcast
live across Iran, Mousavi pro-
jected a steely calm as Ah-
madinejad fidgeted and
smirked. ‘‘Our nation’s dignity
has been harmed,’’ Mousavi
said. ‘‘We’ve been degraded.’’

It is shrewd political the-
ater. The Iranian self-image
runs far deeper than the 1979
Islamic Revolution and its
confrontations with the West,
and is largely built upon the
idea of pride in Persia’s — and
Iran’s — place among the
world’s great civilizations.
Mousavi, in essence, seeks to
portray Ahmadinejad’s gov-
ernment as a betrayal of what
it means to be Iranian.

‘‘The green tsunami of
change is on the way,’’ read a

headline Wednesday in Kale-
meh Sabz, or Green Word,
Mousavi’s daily newspaper
that hit newsstands last
month.

After the debate, street ral-
lies dueled with slogans: Ah-
madinejad’s backers cried he
was ‘‘our love’’ and Mousavi’s
supporters sang ‘‘Ahmadi-
bye-bye.’’

But Ahmadinejad will not
be easy to sweep away. His
man-of-the-people credentials
are strong and his government
has lavished backers with
handouts that include checks
worth the equivalent of $100 —
about a week’s pay for a pro-
vincial government worker.

He also has vast support
among Iran’s true leaders —
the ruling clerics and their

military wing known as the
Revolutionary Guard.

The theocracy also controls
the groups that hold elections
and verify the count. Iran’s
elections — especially by Mid-
dle East standards — are con-
sidered generally fair. But no
outside monitors are allowed,
and reformers always hint at
the possibilities of fraud in a
close race.

In 2005, rivals of Ahmadine-
jad complained bitterly of al-
leged vote rigging in his favor,
but the charges were never in-
vestigated. The race this time
is getting tighter and more
tense.

And predictions are grow-
ing that Friday’s four-way
election will end without a
clear winner — one who gains

more than 50 percent of the
vote — and therefore will re-
sult in a runoff between Ah-
madinejad and Mousavi on
June 19.

The crucial — and impossi-
ble to measure — factor is
what is being discussed at the
very top: whether Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei would consider trying to
sway the vote Ahmadinejad’s
way now that it is a real race.

Or, as American analyst
Michael Hanna said, they
could step back and let the
chips fall, knowing that they
still hold all the cards on ma-
jor issues such as possible
talks with Washington and
Iran’s backing for militant
groups such as Hezbollah and
Hamas.

Pro-West coalition victory sows seeds of discord in Beirut
ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Meris Lutz and Borzou Daragahi
Beirut
LOS ANGELES TIMES

------------------------------------------

The election victory of the U.S.-
backed coalition over an alli-
ance led by the militant Hezbol-
lah movement sets the stage for
a new period of political discord
in Lebanon, analysts and offi-
cials said Monday.

One flash point of conflict,
they noted, will be the arsenal of
weapons held by the Shiite Mus-
lim militiamen of Hezbollah.

Election officials Monday

confirmed a decisive parlia-
mentary elections victory of
the so-called March 14 coali-
tion, led by pro-U.S. lawmaker
and billionaire Saad Hariri,
over a Shiite-Christian alli-
ance called March 8.

Hariri’s coalition, which in-
cludes Sunni, Christian and
Druse parties, won 71 of the
Parliament’s 128 seats. The
March 8 alliance won 57, ac-
cording to official numbers.

Hezbollah and its closest al-
lies characterized the vote as
a referendum on their armed
resistance to Israel. The
March 14 coalition cam-

paigned on a platform of dis-
arming Hezbollah.

Hariri repeatedly has ruled
out the possibility of granting
the opposition the same veto
power it received after a deal
last year that ended clashes
between Hezbollah and his
Sunni supporters in Beirut and
elsewhere. That deal allowed
Hezbollah to retain its arms.

‘‘I expect a real political cri-
sis if March 14 digs their heels
in on this,’’ political analyst
Amal Saad-Ghorayeb said.

Signs of strife over Hezbol-
lah’s weapons emerged imme-
diately after the vote. Hezbol-

lah lawmaker Mohammad
Raad said Monday the majori-
ty must ‘‘commit not to ques-
tion our role as a resistance
party, the legitimacy of our
weapons arsenal and the fact
that Israel is an enemy state.’’

Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah noted his party won
big in areas of Lebanon near Is-
rael and said it would discuss its
weapons only in a ‘‘calm and ob-
jective’’ atmosphere.

The more immediate chal-
lenge for both sides is forming
a government, a process un-
likely to be resolved quickly.

‘‘The political picture will not

be different, but the political
agreement will be tedious and
will take time,’’ said Ghassan
Azzi, a professor of political sci-
ence at Lebanese University.
‘‘The March 14 coalition cannot
disarm Hezbollah even if they
win the whole Parliament.’’

Israel voiced doubt that
moderate forces were really
in charge of Lebanon.

‘‘Lebanon is likely to remain
a deeply divided country,
overridden by regional pow-
ers, election results aside,’’
Avi Issacharoff wrote on the
Web site of the Israeli daily
newspaper Haaretz. ‘‘With

last summer’s violent show-
down, Hezbollah leader Has-
san Nasrallah made absolute-
ly clear who is in charge.’’

With the Shiite and Sunni
districts sewn up by Hezbollah
and Hariri, the election hinged
on the performance of the
Free Patriotic Movement of
charismatic Christian leader
Gen. Michel Aoun, a Hezbol-
lah ally who failed to deliver
key swing districts.

Many people also point to a
critical speech made by the
Maronite Patriarch Nasrallah
Boutros Sfeir and the fiery
rhetoric of Nasrallah as poten-

tial factors that swayed the
Christian vote toward the
March 14 parties.

Although he managed to
walk away with a large percent
of the vote, Aoun’s losses indi-
cate that significant segments
of the Christian community are
still uneasy with the thought of
a Lebanese state openly allied
to Iran and Syria.

The Achrefieh area of Bei-
rut ‘‘is what it really came
down to, and those Christians
witnessed Hezbollah on the
street in 2008,’’ said blogger
and Harvard researcher Elias
Muhanna.

Land’s end: Cabo da Roca (Cape Roca) is the westernmost point
of mainland Europe and mainland Portugal. RUI MORAES DE SOUSA

‘‘Cradle of Portugal’’: The 10th-century castle in the city of Guimaraes — the European Capital
of Culture 2012 CMG/PPACHECO

Portuguese republic day

Political theater: Reformist presidential candidate Mir Hossein Mousavi greets supporters from his car in Tehran on Monday. AP

Still curious, still learning about each other after 460 years
Joao Pedro Zanatti
AMBASSADOR OF PORTUGAL

------------------------------------------

On June 10,
Portugal cele-
brates its Na-
tional Day. It’s
neither our In-
d e p e n d e n c  e
Day (866 years
ago) or the
date of a great
historical event, or military
victory. On this particular
day, we celebrate Portu-
guese culture and identity,

being the anniversary of the
death, in 1580, of one of the
greatest Renaissance poets,
Luis de Camoes, author of
‘‘Os Lusiadas (The Lu-
siads.)’’

June 10 is a celebration of
Portugal’s openness to the
world, to other cultures and a
celebration of a multicultural
vision of life, and mutual
learning and understanding,
which corresponded in its
time to the percussion of the
globalization of our days.

Celebrating June 10 in Ja-

pan is the most perfect sym-
bol of this vision of multicul-
turalism. More than 41/2 cen-
turies ago, the first ambassa-
dors from ‘‘the West’’ to reach
Japan came from Portugal
(1543). They established a
deep and broad cultural ex-
change, and long-lasting
friendship between our two
nations, separated by more
than 10,000 km, and a world
apart in language, religion
and lifestyle.

It has been a remarkable
process that has kept such

different people and cultures
so interested and curious
about each other. Such inter-
est and curiosity have sur-
vived — and indeed increased
— up to the present day, when
knowledge circulates at un-
precedented speed. The
abundant information has on-
ly made Portuguese and Jap-
anese all the more eager to
discover more about each
other as is evidenced in areas
such as the rapidly growing
tourism market or academic
exchanges. Our history to-
gether sets an example to the
world, proving that through
tolerance, openness, mutual
learning and understanding,
different cultures and civili-
zations will thrive together,
and build a safer and pros-
perous world.

For Japan and its people,
Portugal is a symbol of Euro-
pean history and tradition, as
well as of a modern and dy-
namic country with a vibrant
culture, one that awakens the
interest of many Japanese
scholars and artists. A repre-
sentative number of Portu-
guese contemporary artists
have some of their works all
over Japan. Also Japanese
companies have long discov-

ered the vast opportunities
that Portugal offers for in-
vestment and trade, and the
number of those that choose
to base their European busi-
nesses there is constantly in-
creasing.

Sharing the same demo-
cratic and humanist values
and principles, Portugal and
Japan are trustful partners,
maintaining a regular and
fruitful political dialogue at
all levels. Indeed, both gov-
ernments are enthusiastical-
ly preparing the celebrations
for the 150th anniversary of
the Peace, Friendship and
Commerce Treaty between
the two countries, with
events to be held in Portugal
and Japan throughout 2010.
The future of the relations be-
tween Portugal and Japan is
bright.

Although 466 years have
passed since the two countries
first met, the same curiosity,
the same interest about the
differences and the surprising
similarities, the same strong
willingness to learn from ‘‘the
other,’’ the same respect and
affection that are the very
groundwork of this friendship
prevails, thus showing that
Portuguese and Japanese are

deeply committed in further
developing this strong centu-
ries-old relationship, looking
ahead to the future and em-
bracing modernity.

On the occasion of Portu-
gal’s National Day, I offer my
best wishes for an ever-deep-
er and stronger friendship
with Japan in the years
ahead.
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