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Argentine
woman admits
to relationship
with governor

Buenos Aires
AP

------------------------------------------

A 41-year-old Argentine for-
mer reporter has acknowl-
edged having a relationship
with South Carolina Gov.
Mark Sanford, saying Sunday
that widely published e-mail
correspondence between the
two was obtained from her ac-
count without permission.

In a brief statement sent to
news network C5n of Buenos
Aires, Maria Belen Chapur
said she will not talk about her
private life, which has already
been the focus of intense me-
dia scrutiny in the United
States and Argentina.

‘‘I have decided to send this
statement to clear up certain
incorrect things that are being
reported and put an end to a
matter that, as you imagine, is
very painful to me, my two
children, my entire family and
close friends.’’

Chapur said someone ac-
cessed her Hotmail account
without permission late last
year and leaked e-mail corre-
spondence that described a re-
lationship with Sanford to the
a South Carolina newspaper.

But she denied the ‘‘hacker’’
is a friend of hers — as has
been widely reported in Ar-
gentina — saying he is as
much a victim of the media
frenzy as she is.

‘‘I have a strong suspicion of
who is responsible for this evil
act that was directed at me but
also destroyed the lives of so
many others,’’ Chapur said.
‘‘But without sufficient proof,
and for legal reasons, I am ob-
ligated to not reveal the name.

‘‘It is not for me to judge
anyone. I leave it all in the
hands of God,’’ she concluded.

The statement was ad-
dressed to C5n anchor Eduar-
do Feinman, who read it on
camera. Feinman was Chap-
ur’s editor when she worked
briefly as a television reporter
in 2001.

It was widely reported that
Chapur was Sanford’s mis-
tress after the governor ad-
mitted to the relationship fol-
lowing a secret trip to Argenti-
na earlier this month. But he
did not identify Chapur.

Reporters staked out Chap-
ur’s building in an upper-class
neighborhood in the Argentine
capital for days trying to lo-
cate her, and pressed for infor-
mation from neighbors and
the owner of a bar she report-
edly visited with Sanford.

People who know Chapur
describe her as an elegant,
well-mannered, soft-spoken
woman who speaks several
languages. She is a graduate
in political science from the
Catholic University of Buenos
Aires and the divorced mother
of two sons.

World Bank launches ‘ecological cities’ program
Yokohama, Singapore are used as models
for worldwide urban development program

Singapore
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

The World Bank has launched
a program to help cities in de-
veloping countries achieve
economic growth and high liv-
ing standards without damag-
ing the environment.

With around 90 percent of
urban growth worldwide tak-
ing place in developing na-
tions and at a rapid pace, city
planners are in a race against
time to put in place the right
policies that will benefit future
generations, the bank said.

‘‘Urbanization in develop-
ing countries may be the sin-
gle greatest change in our cen-

tury,’’ it said in a book outlin-
ing how the bank can help cit-
ies achieve growth and still
have clean air and water and
expansive greenery.

The program was devel-
oped by an international team
of experts from urban plan-
ning, transport, energy water
and waste management, and
draws from the experiences of
well-managed cities around
the world.

It incorporates the best
practices from model cities
such as Yokohama, Singa-
pore, Stockholm and Curitiba,
Brazil.

In cooperation with the
bank, other cities in develop-

ing countries can implement
these practices, principles
and other practical methods
and tools in accordance with
their own local conditions.

The program complements
the bank’s efforts to promote
sustainable development and
help cut greenhouse gas emis-
sions blamed for climate
change.

Titled ‘‘Ecological Cities as
Economic Cities,’’ the book
cites projections that develop-
ing countries will treble their
entire built-up urban area
from 200,000 sq. km to 600,000
sq. km between 2000 and 2030.

‘‘One could say we are build-
ing a ‘whole new world’ at
about 10 times the speed in
countries with severe re-
source constraints,’’ says the
book, over the weekend.

The rise of urban centers
cannot be avoided, because
about 75 percent of global eco-
nomic production takes place
in cities, the book says.

In many developing coun-
tries, the share of urban cen-
ters in the total national eco-
nomic output is over 60 per-
cent, it notes.

But while urbanization has
helped lift millions of people
out of poverty, it has also led to
an ‘‘unprecedented consump-
tion and loss of natural re-
sources,’’ the book says.

Lack of planning and an ex-
plosion in population growth
has led to pollution, urban
blight, poor water and sanita-
tion conditions and the mush-
rooming of slum areas.

‘‘Calculations already show
that if developing countries

urbanize and consume re-
sources as developed coun-
tries have, an ecological re-
source base as large as four
planet Earths would be need-
ed to sustain growth,’’ the book
says.

It adds, however, that cities
like Singapore, Stockholm,
Yokohama and Curitiba have
shown that economic growth,
high-quality living standards
and protection of the environ-
ment can go together.

The book notes that many of
the solutions adopted by these
cities ‘‘are affordable even
when budgets are limited, and
they generate returns includ-
ing direct benefits to the
poor.’’

Yumiko Noda, the deputy
mayor of Yokohama, said at a
seminar on ‘‘livable cities’’

held in Singapore to coincide
with the book’s launching that
citizens’ involvement is cru-
cial to a city’s success.

Yokohama in 2001 planned
to cut the city’s waste by 30
percent within 10 years but
achieved its goal in just five
years.

This has saved the city mon-
ey and also slashed its carbon
dioxide emissions, she said.

Jim Adams, World Bank
vice president for East Asia
and the Pacific, said the pace
of urbanization has highlight-
ed the urgency for an integrat-
ed economic and ecological
approach to development.

‘‘There is only a short space
of time in which to make an
impact on how this develop-
ment takes place,’’ he said in a
statement.

Will ‘love factor’ win Sanford sympathy?
New York
AP

------------------------------------------

If you are a governor who is in
the doghouse for marital infi-
delity, is it better to have loved
and lost, or never to have
loved at all?

Granted, South Carolina
Gov. Mark Sanford may be too
busy to wonder, given that he
is trying to simultaneously
save his job, his political fu-
ture and, apparently, his mar-
riage.

But to some, one of the most
fascinating aspects of Ameri-
ca’s latest ritual public apolo-
gy from a straying politician is
that Sanford, unlike many
straying politicians before
him, seems to really be in love
with the object of the straying.

‘‘Yup, he’s got it bad,’’ of-
fered Stephanie Coontz, a pro-
fessor of family studies at Ev-
ergreen State College in Wash-
ington state. ‘‘There’s enough
out there to make you realize
he just has a head-over-heels
crush on this woman.’’

Whether or not the relation-
ship is over, it certainly sets
this scandal apart from a
number of past political infi-
delity dramas. And it could
make a difference in how
much sympathy Sanford gets.

There were the politicians
who strayed in prostitution
scandals (New York Gov. El-
iot Spitzer, Louisiana Sen. Da-
vid Vitter) and others who
strayed with a campaign
worker or an intern (former
presidential candidate Sen.
John Edwards, former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton).

It is safe to say none of these
spoke of the other party in the
respectful and emotional
terms that Sanford did in his
rambling apology. He called
the woman a ‘‘dear, dear
friend’’ over whom he had
‘‘spent the last five days cry-
ing in Argentina’’ — five days

during which even his staff
had no idea where he was.

And then there were the
adoring e-mails published by
The State newspaper. ‘‘Have
you been told lately how warm
your eyes are and how they
glow with the special nature of
your soul,’’ read one. Another:
‘‘You have a level of sophisti-
cation that is so fitting with
your beauty.’’

While there was no shortage
of scorn in Sanford’s home
state, some readers were
moved by the e-mails, and at
least one suggested the gover-
nor should resign, divorce his
wife and follow his heart to Ar-
gentina.

Could the ‘‘love factor’’ ulti-
mately play a role in helping
get this governor the forgive-
ness he seeks?

To family therapist Elana
Katz, the fact that Sanford dis-
plays passion — be it true love

or mere infatuation — doesn’t
make his behavior more ex-
cusable or forgivable. But it
might make it more explain-
able.

‘‘All those things they say
about love being blind — well,
it’s true, love changes us
chemically,’’ said Katz, who
counsels couples and families
at New York’s Ackerman In-
stitute. ‘‘People get into com-
plicated situations. The sad
part is that when there’s no
one to talk to about it, you can
really lose your way even
more. The secrecy adds a
whole level of confusion.’’

Still, said Katz, ‘‘It’s his wife
and his family who will ulti-
mately decide if he is forgiv-
able.’’

And, of course, his constitu-
ents. That is the bottom line,
says Steven Cohen, professor
of public administration at Co-
lumbia University. ‘‘It’s credi-

bility more than anything else.
The issue is whether a public
official levels with his constit-
uents. And disappearing for
nearly a week is not leveling
with your constituents.’’

Whether or not Sanford re-
signs or is forced out — he is
hanging tough — it is his wife,
Jenny, with whom he was long
seen to have a strong, loving
relationship, who faces the
crucial decision of whether to
forgive, as did Silda Wall
Spitzer, Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton, Elizabeth Edwards and
others before her.

Jenny Sanford has not been
shy about her shock or hurt.
She has said that when her
husband left, she had hoped he
was off to soul-search, and
was devastated to learn he
was in Argentina.

Sanford said on Sunday that
he and his wife are working on
repairing the marriage.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

London’s G-20 police ‘untrained’
London REUTERS

Police relied too heavily on untrained and inexperienced
officers to maintain control of protesters during the April Group
of 20 summit in London in which one man died, a parliamentary
committee said Monday.

The Commons Home Affairs Committee said that even
though police had managed to keep disruption to a minimum in
the City financial district, part of that was due to chance.

Metropolitan Police Cmdr. Bob Broadhurst told the
committee that many of his officers only receive two days of
training in public order policing a year — which he agreed was
not enough.

‘‘I would like to train them more but, of course, we just have
not got the time or the ability to train the numbers we need,’’ he
told the committee at an evidence hearing in May.

The admission was condemned by the committee’s chairman,
Labour Member of Parliament Keith Vaz. ‘‘Never again must
untrained officers be placed in the front line of public protest,’’
he said. ‘‘Concerns about the policing of the G-20 protests have
damaged the public’s confidence in the police, and that is a great
shame.’’

Britain’s police watchdog is investigating the death of
newspaper seller Ian Tomlinson during the demonstrations and
has launched three other probes into allegations of excessive
violence by officers.

U.S. girl, 6, escapes would-be rapist
HanoverMass. AP

A 6-year-old Massachusetts girl riding her bicycle was
kidnapped by a neighbor who tried to rape her, but she managed
to escape from his apartment despite being in leg shackles, a
state prosecutor said.

The girl was found Saturday afternoon as police searched the
apartment complex in Hanover, about 30 km southeast of
Boston, where she and the suspect live, Plymouth District
Attorney Timothy Cruz said.

The girl’s mother reported her missing at about 1:30 p.m.,
about 30 minutes after she had left her home to ride her bike,
authorities said. Officers found the girl outside during a
door-to-door search, and she led them to the apartment where
she was taken, Cruz said.

Police then entered the apartment and arrested Justin Shine,
26, after a struggle, Cruz said. He was charged with kidnapping,
attempted rape, assault and resisting arrest.

Panel faces skepticism in Gaza Strip
Gaza City Gaza Strip  LOS ANGELES TIMES

A novel approach to injecting international justice into the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict got under way in this embattled
enclave Sunday, but it left neither side particularly satisfied.

Borrowing from the South African reconciliation experience,
a U.N. fact-finding commission opened what it characterized as
a first-of-its-kind public hearing to gather eyewitness testimony
about alleged war crimes committed during last winter’s 22-day
Gaza Strip conflict.

The commission faced controversy from its inception
because the original mandate focused exclusively on Israel’s
alleged atrocities. Upon accepting the job, South African jurist
Richard Goldstone insisted on expanding the scope to include
allegations against Hamas. Israeli officials, however, have
dismissed the public hearings as politically motivated. Legal
experts agreed that the hearings, however dramatic and
cathartic, were unlikely to result in formal prosecution, even if
violations of international law were found. Goldstone himself
conceded recently that locating a legal forum will be a
challenge.

Nigeria building collapse kills five
Lagos REUTERS

A three-story building collapsed in Nigeria’s main commercial
city of Lagos on Sunday during torrential rains, killing at least
five people and seriously injuring scores more, rescue workers
said.

The building, situated inside a railway compound near the
densely populated Ebutte Metta neighborhood, collapsed in the
early hours of Sunday morning, police spokesman Frank Mba
said.

‘‘The ground floor is used for warehouses. The first and second
floors are residential,’’ Mba said.

A rescue worker who asked not to be identified said the
building was believed to house around 50 residents, at least 30 of
whom have so far been pulled out alive. At least five people are
believed to have been killed.

Stand back: South Carolina Gov. Mark Sanford tries to keep the media back as he makes his
way to the Statehouse in Columbia after a Cabinet meeting on Friday. AP

Breaking news: Maria Belen
Chapur reports for
Argentina’s C5n network
during the terrorist attacks
on the World Trade Center in
New York in September
2001. AP

Building for the future: President Joseph Kabila launches the
rehabilitation work on the Bukavu-Kavumu highway in South
Kivu on May 26, 2008. EMBASSY OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

President Joseph Kabila
Kabange of the Democratic
Republic of Congo

DR Congo independence day

Time for reconstruction in the DRC
Marcel Mulumba Tshidimba
AMBASSADOR OF THE DEMOCRATIC

REPUBLIC OF CONGO

------------------------------------------

The Democratic Republic of
Congo cele-
brates today
the 49th year of
its accession to
national and in-
ternational sov-
ereignty.

I seize this
beautiful op-
portunity to send the best
wishes and warm greetings

from His Excellency Joseph
Kabila Kabange, president of
the republic, to Their Imperial
Majesties Emperor Akihito
and Empress Michiko, and to
the Imperial family.

The greetings also go to the
Japanese government and
people, to all the friends of the
DRC and to all my fellow citi-
zens living in Japan: Happy
Independence Day.

As we mentioned in our
message last year, the DRC is
at a crossroads. We hope that
2009 will be the starting point

for the reconstruction of our
country, which was complete-
ly destroyed by repeated
armed conflicts.

This hope is based on two
major facts that occurred at the
beginning of this year. First,
the restoration of a diplomatic
relationship and good-neigh-
borly relations with Rwanda.
And second, the signing o  f a
peace agreement between the
government and former Gen.
Laurent Nkunda for the Nation-
al Congress for the Defense of
the People (NCDP), and all the
other rebel factions. These two
events are mutually connected.

For a long time, Rwanda and
the DRC blamed each other for
giving support to negative forc-
es in order to destabilize the
neighboring country — even if
the war only took place on DRC
territory, resulting in millions
of dead and displaced people,
and also, it must be said, in the
systematic, large-scale pillage
of the mining resources that
can be found in abundance in
the conflict area.

This instability, in a geo-
graphic area that represents

less than one-third of the
whole territory, was used as
an excuse by some potential
investors for not investing in
the DRC. This is especially
true of Japanese companies.

Now that this risk has been
removed, we repeat the ap-
peal launched by President
Kabila to Japanese business
people during his visit to To-
kyo in 2005, to turn their eyes
toward the DRC. A country
that some people consider as a

‘‘geological scandal’’ because
of the richness of its mineral
resources.

The reconstruction of the
country has been launched by
the president and focuses on
five fields that we call ‘‘the five
projects’’: infrastructure,
health, education, water —
electricity and employment —
and housing.

These are huge tasks that
the DRC can’t carry out by it-
self, especially during the
global financial crisis, which
has affected our economy too.
Besides, our economy was al-
ready weakened by the reim-
bursement of an external debt
that has reached more than
$12 billion.

The country thus loses ev-
ery month about $50 million
that might have been used for
the well-being of our wounded
people. This debt is in fact ab-
horrent and the loan condi-
tions related to it were more
than obscure. We want to be-
lieve that the negotiations
with the IMF will lead to a hap-
py ending for the DRC. What
must be noted here is that sur-

prisingly, unlike other post-
conflict countries, the DRC
was never given preferential
conditions to access the ex-
tended facilities of the Bretton
Woods Institutions. Why?

In this work of reconstruct-
ing our country, the govern-
ment of the DRC is firmly
waiting for the contributions
of our traditional partners.
But also from everyone will-

ing to join us in bringing this
giant of Africa back to life.

In a similar vein, we would
like to acknowledge and salute
once more the support that the
Japanese government and the
Japanese people have given to
the DRC during the last years.
We especially salute the deci-
sion announced in March to al-
lot $19 million to social and hu-
manitarian projects. Our peo-

ple need it.
Within the framework of the

Action Plan adopted during TI-
CAD IV in Yokohama, the DRC
is also waiting for direct invest-
ments from Japanese compa-
nies, which could generate
jobs, so that the Congolese peo-
ple can benefit from the divi-
dends of all the efforts and sac-
rifices made in the field of poli-
tics during these dark years.
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