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AU peacekeepers back
besieged Somali forces
African Union forces drawn in for first time;
both sides claim gains in fighting in capital

Mogadishu
AP, AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Islamic insurgents Sunday
fought their way toward So-
malia’s presidential palace in
clashes that killed dozens and
wounded about 150, officials
said. African Union peace-
keepers directly intervened
for the first time to support
government forces.

A reporter saw several bod-
ies and two AU tanks on the
front line. Government forces
used rocket-propelled gre-
nades and antiaircraft guns
mounted on the back of trucks,
which they fired horizontally
through the streets Sunday.

‘‘The fighting in Mogadishu
has entered a new phase,’’ said
Ali Mohamud Rage, a spokes-
man for the al-Shabab rebel
group, which is believed to
have ties to al-Qaida. Al-Sha-
bab denies any ties.

‘‘Now it’s between us and
the AMISOM,’’ he said, refer-
ring to the AU peacekeeping
force’s acronym. ‘‘AMISOM
was backing up the govern-
ment directly, but we will keep
fighting.’’

The city’s main Medina hos-
pital was in chaos, with blood-
ied nurses performing frantic
triage and a tent set up outside
to deal with the overflow of ca-
sualties. Screaming relatives
begged for help and water for
the wounded.

Medina hospital official Du-
niya Ali Mohamed said most
of the wounded were women
and children and that hospital
workers had not slept for the

last 24 hours. ‘‘These are the
worst armed clashes in the
capital in the last two
months,’’ she said.

President Sheik Sharif
Sheik Ahmed on Sunday
hailed a ‘‘clear victory’’ over
the rebels, saying that attacks
against rebel positions in the
Abdiasis neighborhood had
dealt them a heavy blow. ‘‘You
can see government forces are
today in control of most areas
that were being fought over in
the capital,’’ he told reporters
Sunday. ‘‘This is a clear victo-
ry over the rebels.’’

Sharif is fighting to end an
18-year-old conflict in Somalia
against a fierce insurgency
led by the al-Shabab armed
group and the more political
Hezb al-Islam. The hardline
Islamists control much of the
country.

The AU was drawn into the
fighting after the insurgents
advanced into the north of the
capital and directly threat-
ened their positions, a spokes-
man said. The peacekeepers’
direct involvement in fighting
could increase the rate of at-
tacks against them at a time
when the government is des-
perately seeking more re-
sources and manpower from
the international community.

‘‘Our troops were in an im-
minent danger, so we had to
take some limited action,’’ AU
spokesman Bahoku Barigye
said. ‘‘That does not mean we
are fully involved in the com-
bat.’’

The AU was forced to inter-
vene after the insurgents

fought their way to just over 1
km from the presidential pal-
ace, Mogadishu Deputy May-
or Abdifitah Shawey said. The
4,300 beleaguered peacekeep-
ers generally try to avoid be-
ing drawn into the conflict to
preserve their neutrality.
They defend the capital’s port,
airport and key government
buildings.

Shawey said three govern-
ment soldiers were killed.
Government commander Sal-
ad Ali Jelleh said 40 insurgents
were killed, but did not specify
how the bodies were identi-
fied. Official death tolls are
notoriously unreliable and
both sides have manipulated
casualty figures in the past.

An unknown number of ci-
vilians were also killed. Ali
Kamim, staggering into the
street from a collapsed house,
told a reporter that he had
been inside with his four chil-
dren when it was hit by a mor-
tar shell. When he regained
consciousness, covered in dust
and blood, all four were dead.

The Islamists recently in-
tensified their efforts to cap-
ture Mogadishu after an ex-
iled leader returned in April
and pulled the disparate insur-
gent factions together into an
alliance.

Various Islamist groups
have been fighting the U.N.-
backed government since be-
ing chased from power 21/2

years ago. The situation is
complicated by the continual
splintering and reforming of
alliances and a tangled web of
clan loyalties.

The impoverished Horn of
Africa nation has not had a
functioning government for 18
years.

American dies
Minneapolis AP

A 20-year-old man believed by
his family to have been killed
in his native Somalia ‘‘had no
clue’’ what the country was re-
ally like when he left his home
in Minneapolis to fight there,
his mother said Sunday.

Abayte Ahmed said through
an interpreter Sunday that she
and her husband, who live in
Minneapolis, identified their
son, Jamal Bana, in a photo on
a Somali news Web site, Day-

niile.com, showing a dead
body in Somalia. Bana’s father
saw the photo Saturday morn-
ing during his daily check of
news reports on the fighting in
that country.

Bana was among a group of
up to 20 young Somali men who
left Minneapolis in recent
years — disappearances un-
der investigation by the FBI
out of suspicion they were re-
cruited by a radical Islamic
terrorist group to fight in their
homeland. Ahmed said her
son disappeared from Minne-

apolis last Nov. 4. It was not
clear exactly when Bana died,
but the family believes it hap-
pened Friday.

‘‘My son had no clue about
Somalia,’’ Ahmed said. She
said she heard from her son
only once since he disap-
peared — a brief call on Nov.
15 in which he simply said,
‘‘I’m in Somalia’’ before hang-
ing up. ‘‘Somebody must have
put something in his mind,’’
Ahmed said. ‘‘He must have
been disillusioned, indoctri-
nated.’’

Nigeria militants claim
attack on key oil jetty
Lagos
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Nigeria’s main rebel group,
which has targeted oil facili-
ties in the south, claimed re-
sponsibility for an audacious
late Sunday strike on an oil jet-
ty in Lagos in its first attack in
the country’s economic heart.

‘‘Heavily armed MEND
fighters today, Sunday, July
12, 2009, at about 22:30 hours
carried out an unprecedented
attack on the Atlas Cove Jet-
ty,’’ the Movement for the
Emancipation of the Niger
Delta said in a statement.
‘‘The depot and loading tank-
ers moored at the facility are
currently on fire,’’ it said of the
facility, located in the Lagos
harbor area.

Residents of the capital
heard a loud explosion rever-
berating across the bustling,
sprawling city of around 16
million people.

Atlas Cove Jetty is the first
point of contact for vessels as
they enter Nigerian territorial
waters from the west. Oil
tankers are loaded here.

There was no immediate
confirmation from police or
government authorities.

The attack came just hours
before treason charges
against a top MEND leader
were expected to be dropped
at a court hearing Monday as
part of a government amnesty
deal offered to rebels.

Lawyers for MEND leader
Henry Okah and top govern-
ment officials agreed on the
unscheduled hearing at a
meeting Sunday, Okah’s law-
yer Femi Falana said.

The release of Okah, who
has incarcerated since Sep-
tember 2007 for gunrunning
and was facing treason

charges, has been one of the
rebels’ main key demands.

Nigerian President Umaru
Yar’Adua on June 25 declared
an unconditional pardon for
militants in the restive Niger
Delta, if they ‘‘surrender their
weapons and renounce mili-
tancy.’’ The amnesty offer is
vailed until Oct. 4.

Violence in the southern re-
gion of the world’s eighth-larg-
est exporter of crude oil has
cut output by more than 30 per-
cent over the past 31/2 years.

Apart from attacks on oil in-
stallations and facilities in the
Niger Delta, hundreds of oil
workers — foreign and local —
have been kidnapped in recent
years. Most were freed un-
harmed after days, weeks or
even months.

The rebels, who launched a
so-called oil war in the
swamps and creeks of oil-rich
southern Nigeria in 2006, say
they will cripple the oil indus-
try until locals get a more eq-
uitable share of the oil wealth.

The group adopted a pugna-
cious tone Sunday. ‘‘The prob-
lems facing our dear country,
Nigeria, have nothing to do
with militant freedom fighters
but with the corrupt political
leadership,’’ it said. ‘‘The two-
pronged approach of combin-
ing dialogue and intensifying
attacks throughout the course
of negotiations will be the
unique characteristics of Mo-
ses,’’ MEND said, referring to
its Lagos attack, which it calls
Hurricane Moses.

The state-run Nigerian Na-
tional Petroleum Corp. has
painted a grim picture of the
fallout of the violence, saying
monthly oil revenue this year
dropped to around $1 billion
from an average of $2.2 billion
in 2008.

Family emergency: A Somali man carries his wounded child to Medina hospital in the capital,
Mogadishu, after a mortar shell landed in his home during fighting between Somali
government forces and al-Shabab fighters on Sunday. AP

Bastille day

Aeronautics: favorable conditions for cooperation
People speak very often about
French cuisine and culture,
which are justifiably appreci-
ated all around the world. On
the other hand, it is less com-
mon to hear mention of anoth-
er facet of our country, that of
high technology and in partic-
ular, the capabilities of our
aerospace industry.

The early days of aviation in
Japan were closely linked
with France: Thus we cele-
brate this year the 100th anni-
versary of the first flight in Ja-
pan of a glider designed by the
Frenchman Le Prieur. This
took place in December 1909 at
Ueno. The first motorized Jap-
anese flight took place one
year later in Tokyo. That air-
craft, a biplane designed by
Henri Farman, arrived from
France and was piloted by
Capt. Tokugawa, who re-
ceived his flight training in
France. Later, the first air-
planes and engines produced
by Japanese manufacturers
like Mitsubishi and Kawasaki
were French aircraft made
under license.

The world of aeronautics

has changed a great deal since
then, but France has main-
tained its place among the
leaders, often playing a major
role, together with its Europe-
an partners, in many pro-
grams that have become
benchmarks of the sector.

Arianespace, Airbus, Euro-
copter, Thales, Safran, Das-
sault Aviation as well as ATR
figure among the great names
worldwide. The Airbus A380 is
today the flagship of world air
transport just as the Concorde
was in its day. The Concorde
was the first — and till now the
only — supersonic civil air
transport. As regards the
Bourget air show, which also
celebrated its centenary this
year, it is the oldest and larg-
est air show in the world in
terms of the number of exhibi-
tors and visitors.

Together with its European
partners, the French aeronau-
tical industry has earned
many wonderful successes
among Japanese clients. Ari-
anespace, the world leader in
placing commercial payloads
in orbit, today is responsible

for three-quarters of all Japa-
nese launches of commercial
satellites; Snecma (Safran
Group), the No. 4 engine man-
ufacturer worldwide, equips
all Japanese airlines with the
CFM56 engine, which it devel-
oped and produces in a 50/50
joint venture with General
Electric; Eurocopter, which
recently bought its distributor
Euroheli as well as the heli-
copter activities of the mainte-
nance company ANAM, today
holds a 57 percent share of the
civil and parapublic helicop-
ter market in Japan, and has
great expectations for pene-
trating the defense market
with its new helicopter, the
NH90.

While these companies
have succeeded in taking their
place in the Japanese market,
other companies, some well
known globally, have not man-
aged to break through in Ja-
pan.

We might cite, for exam-
ple, Airbus Industries, whose
market share of civil aircraft
in Japan is weak, whereas it
was 53 percent in the United

States in 2007. But the wind is
turning. Ties between the
Japanese and French aero-
nautical industries, which
have been slack ever since
World War II, are in the pro-
cess of drawing closer. EADS
recently opened an office in
Japan and added this country
to its list of priority suppliers.
Cooperation on the develop-
ment of a supersonic airliner
is becoming more vigorous,
and other industrial and com-
mercial forms of collabora-
tion are under study.

These bonds, which are
drawing closer together, al-
low us to expect gains bene-
fiting everyone: Japanese
manufacturers, who will find
new outlets; French manu-
facturers, who will find in Ja-
pan new reliable suppliers
and high-quality products;
and airlines and their passen-
gers everywhere in the
world, who will in the end be
able to enjoy airplanes that
better respect the environ-
ment, are more economical
to operate and more comfort-
able.

France and Japan, partners in a multipolar world
Philippe Faure
AMBASSADOR OF FRANCE

------------------------------------------

Franco-Japanese relations,
which last year marked their
150th anniversary, are excel-
lent.

In the politi-
cal sphere, our
two countries
have in com-
mon the values
that France is
celebrating to-
day, on Bastille
Day — the val-
ues of democracy and peace,
freedoms and human rights.
This may appear common-
place to say, but it is impor-
tant to remember at a time
when, from North Korea to
Iran, certain regimes are
stepping up their provocation.
France was the first country
to express its support for a re-
form of the United Nations Se-

curity Council whereby Japan
would become one of the per-
manent members, and we are
delighted today to see the ar-
chipelago strengthen its pres-
ence on the international
scene through its logistics sup-
port operations in the Indian
Ocean and by fighting piracy
off the coast of Somalia.

In the economic sphere,
trade between our countries is
rich and has a long history.
France is the second-largest
foreign investor in Japan, with
10 percent, and it is the first
destination of Japanese in-
vestment in the euro zone.

It is also important to recall
the mutual esteem of our peo-
ples: Japanese is the second
most translated language in
France after English and
France remains one of the fa-
vorite destinations of Japa-
nese tourists, who go there es-
pecially to see the 33 sites list-

ed by UNESCO.
This closeness should

prompt us to search for new
paths of cooperation.

We are orienting ourselves
more and more toward a mul-
tipolar world, which is
marked by the emergence of
new powers but also by the ap-
pearance of global threats. In
order to be stronger together,
France, Europe and Japan
should bolster their strategic
dialogue and consider solu-
tions to the great issues of our
day, whether they be interna-
tional peace and security, the
environment or the economic
and financial crisis.

As countries that respect
human rights, France and Ja-
pan are working hand in hand
at the United Nations to watch
over their defense in the world
at large, and we are the origi-
nators of many initiatives in
this domain. One subject is an

exception: the death penalty.
Its growing application in Ja-
pan these past several years is
something we find regretta-
ble. France abolished it in
1981, like its European part-
ners and like most of the grand
democracies today, with the
notable exception of Japan
and the United States. The Eu-
ropean Union as a whole con-
siders the death penalty to be a
futile sentence, inhuman and
contrary to human rights.

France also lends its voice
to the appeals calling on Japan
to ratify the Hague Convention
on international abductions of
children. The question of for-
eign parents divorced from
Japanese spouses exercising
their parental rights and being
deprived of visiting rights to-
day affects more than 168 chil-
dren born of American, Cana-
dian, British and French par-
ents, and the pain these

fathers experience is quite le-
gitimate.

In the economic domain,
our relations harbor great po-
tential. More high-quality, ex-
tremely safe French products
like beef, medicines and many
foodstuffs containing addi-
tives approved by the World
Health Organization, and used
by most countries of the planet
should be allowed to enter the
Japanese market. Too many
nontariff obstacles stand in
the way, but we are working
with our Japanese partners to
improve this situation. We
would also like foreign enter-
prises to be able to compete in
the various open tenders un-
der satisfactory conditions
that the present imprecise law
does not allow in the public
sector.

In regards to investment,
the good numbers mentioned
above must not prevent us

from setting more ambitious
objectives. I have been struck
since my arrival here by the
way France and Japan have a
common approach to the prac-
tice of capitalism. Our two
countries support on their soil
a genuine national industry.
They encourage a long-term
industrial vision in which so-
cial responsibility remains es-
sential.

They believe in the role of the
state. This year has shown us
how useful this can be, how
well-crafted regulations can
help avoid worldwide catastro-
phes. The difficult times that
our companies are experienc-
ing make recourse to stable and
confident shareholders neces-
sary: Our industrialists must
be able to count on one another.

It is in this spirit of coopera-
tion and friendship that I wish
my 10,000 compatriots living in
Japan a very good Bastille Day.

Comic book hero: ‘‘Manga’’ artist Riyoko Ikeda, best known as
the author of ‘‘The Rose of Versailles,’’ receives the French
National Order of the Legion of Honor from Ambassador
Philippe Faure at the French Embassy in Tokyo on March
11. EMBASSY OF FRANCE
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