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Scandal of their own making: Blindfolded prisoners are taken for questioning at the National
Police Detention Center in Baghdad in 2007. AP

Cases ‘as bad’ as treatment at Abu Ghraib

Baghdad probes
claims of abuse
Baghdad
AP

------------------------------------------

Iraqi officials outraged by the
abuse of prisoners at the U.S.-
run Abu Ghraib prison are try-
ing to contain a scandal of
their own as allegations con-
tinue to surface of mistreat-
ment inside Iraqi jails.

Accounts of Iraqis being
beaten with clubs, blindfolded
and coerced into signing false
confessions are attracting in-
creased attention partly be-
cause the United States is get-
ting out of the prison business
in Iraq. Since a security agree-
ment took effect Jan. 1, the
U.S. has transferred 841 de-
tainees into Iraq’s crowded
prison system and more are on
the way.

Allegations of mistreat-
ment have persisted since
2005, when U.S. troops raided
an Interior Ministry lockup in
a predominantly Shiite area of
southeastern Baghdad and
found scores of emaciated
prisoners. The matter re-
turned to the spotlight after
the June 12 assassination of
Sunni lawmaker Harith al-Ob-
eidi, an outspoken advocate of
prisoner rights.

The issue is a test of Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s
commitment to the rule of law
and to reconcile with the Sunni
minority, who account for
most of the prisoners held in
security cases. Sunnis claim
they are being unfairly target-
ed by security forces run by al-
Maliki’s Shiite-dominated
government.

‘‘The cases are as bad as

what took place at Abu
Ghraib, but it is painful when
these things take place in Iraqi
prisons,’’ said Sunni lawmak-
er Salim Abdullah. ‘‘We met
some of those who were re-
leased and saw the scars on
their skins. They use different
kinds of torture like tying the
shoulders and hanging the
body, which normally leads to
dislocation of the shoulders.’’

The allegations pale in com-
parison with the horrific ac-
counts of former President
Saddam Hussein’s prisons,
where inmates were system-
atically beaten, jammed into
tiny windowless cells and exe-
cuted on the flimsiest of evi-
dence and where men were
forced to watch their wives
and daughters raped.

Still, the current Iraqi lead-
ership came to power with the
promise to hold itself to a high-
er standard and respect hu-
man rights.

Iraqi officials a c k n o w l e d g e
some abuse and insist improve-
ments are being made. The is-
sue, however, poses a thorny
question for Americans: How
can the United States transfer
detainees into a system where
abuse has occurred?

The U.S. military says it
sends Iraqi prisoners only to
detention facilities approved
by Iraq’s Ministry of Justice.

However, Iraqi lawmakers,
human rights advocates and
the Human Rights Ministry
claim most of the abuse is not
taking place in prisons run by
the Justice Ministry, but in
those operated by the Interior
and Defense ministries. Pris-

oners there are generally ac-
cused of links to Sunni and Shi-
ite insurgent groups.

Abu Ali al-Rikabi, a father
of five who owns a vegetable
shop in Diwaniyah, said scars
on his legs and back are evi-
dence of his mistreatment at
the hands of the Iraqi police
who accused him of being in-
volved with a former Shiite
militia.

‘‘At dawn one day in Novem-
ber 2007, I was sleeping in my
room with my wife when the
Iraqi police broke in, hand-
cuffed me and took me blind-
folded to their headquarters,’’
al-Rikabi said. ‘‘As soon as
they reached the place, they
began beating me severely
with thick clubs and batons,
hitting every part of my body,
especially my legs and back.

They kept on doing that for
three days.’’

An eight-member panel
that al-Maliki set up after al-
Obeidi’s assassination to look
into abuse is expected to com-
plete its investigation within a
couple of months.

A military spokesman, Maj.
Gen. Qassim al-Moussawi,
said the panel has visited
three detention centers in
Baghdad and will inspect oth-
ers. He said most of the abuse
uncovered so far took place in
Rusafa Prison in eastern
Baghdad.

A  t a human rights sympo-
sium this month, al-Maliki
said allegations would be in-
vestigated. The prime minis-
ter said detainees should have
rights but that no one should
ignore the victims of crime —

‘‘orphans and the widows who
lost their husbands because of
terrorism.’’

‘‘If every imprisoned person
is innocent . . .  then who has
destroyed the country? Who
killed people?’’ he asked.

Al-Maliki’s prison investi-
gation follows a limited Interi-
or Ministry probe of 112 com-
plaints of abuse. Of those, the
ministry found 23 cases of hu-
man rights abuses and 20
cases where inmates were in-
carcerated without warrants.
Interior Minister Jawad al-
Bolani said 43 police officers
face charges.

A 2008 report by the Human
Rights Ministry identified 307
cases of alleged torture and ill-
treatment among 26,249 de-
tainees in Iraqi custody at the
end of last year.

Robust economy builds confidence, attracts FDI
Patricia Cardenas
AMBASSADOR OF COLOMBIA

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the celebra-
tion of the 199th anniversary of
Colombian independence, in
the name of
President Alva-
ro Uribe Velez
and the people
of Colombia, I
extend our
greetings to
Their Imperial
Majesties Em-
peror Akihito and Empress
Michiko, the Imperial family,
Prime Minister Taro Aso,
members of the government
and the people of Japan.

I would like to take this oc-
casion to share with you the
progress made in our country,
as well as in bilateral relations
between Japan and Colombia.

Colombia has stood out over
the past several decades for
its rigorous management of
economic policies, which has
allowed it to successfully tack-

le the global economic crisis.
As part of its strategy to curb
the possible effects of the cri-
sis, the Colombian govern-
ment has implemented a rea-
sonably anticyclical fiscal pol-
icy, assured financing in
international markets and
made its monetary policy
more flexible.

Various multilateral orga-
nizations praised Colombia
for applying adequate macro-
economic policies as well as
for its wide-ranging structural
reforms, which contributed to
accelerating its growth while
reducing its vulnerability. Co-
lombia ranks fourth among
the least risky countries in the
world in terms of financial cri-
sis in a rating by Merrill
Lynch and it is the second saf-
est in Latin America regard-
ing EMBI+ (Emerging Mar-
kets Bond Index) according to
JPMorgan.

Looking at the Colombian
economy, one can witness its
excellent performance, espe-

cially since the beginning of
President Uribe’s administra-
tion in 2002. Implementing the
Democratic Security Policy
brought about positive effects
on our economy, security and
society. Up until 2007, GDP
grew at an increasing rate
well above Latin America’s
average and for 2008, growth
was 2.5 percent, despite the
impact of the crisis in the last
quarter of the year. This fact
places Colombia as the coun-
try that has the least volatile
GDP growth rate in the region
between 1970 and 2007. Ac-
cording to the World Bank, in
Latin America Colombia has
the second-lowest level of pri-
vate external debts in propor-
tion to GDP.

President Uribe’s policy
has generated confidence
throughout the international
community, a circumstance
reflected in the growing inflow
of foreign direct investment,
which reached a record
$10.564 billion in 2008. Japan

has not been indifferent to this
trend and has increased its in-
vestment to 41.3 percent in the
real estate and commerce sec-
tors, followed by industry and
agriculture.

Positive results in the tour-
ism sector are well worth
mentioning, especially the
8.9 percent growth in the
number of Japanese tourists
who visited our country last
year. The first bimonthly re-
port of 2009 by the World
Tourism Organization shows
7.5 percent growth for Colom-
bia while at a global level the
growth trend was minus 7.7
percent.

Furthermore, Colombia
has stood out for its interna-
tionalization policy.

In 2010, it expects to sign
nine free-trade agreements,
which will grant it access t  o a
market of 1.2 billion consum-
ers. In the same way, it ex-
pects to conclude bilateral in-
vestment protection agree-
ments with 42 countries and

double taxation agreements
with 23. Japan and Colombia
are making progress on nego-
tiations for an investment
promotion and protection
agreement, with a second
round of talks taking place in
June in Bogota.

The bilateral agenda dur-
ing 2009 includes a visit by
Foreign Minister Jaime Ber-
mudez Merizalde who will
take part in the fourth Minis-
ters Meeting of the Forum for
East Asia-Latin America Co-
operation (FEALAC) in Sep-
tember in Tokyo.

Finally, in the best inter-
ests of increasing further cul-
tural exchanges between the
two nations, various music
groups traveled from Colom-
bia for concerts in Japan. The
training ship Gloria, the flag-
ship of the Colombian Navy,
visited Japan as well, bring-
ing a message of friendship.
Its presence was also part of

the celebrations of the 150th
anniversary of the opening of
Yokohama port. Further-
more, in August a food festi-
val will take place at the Hil-

ton Tokyo in Shinjuku, and
there will be expositions of
graphic design, photogra-
phy, architecture and so on
throughout Japan. All these

activities are directed to-
ward strengthening the ties
of friendship and cooperation
that were established by Ja-
pan and Colombia in 1908.

Honduran talks snag
on unity government
Micheletti rejects deal to reinstate
ousted president, offer amnesty
San Jose
AP

------------------------------------------

Talks to resolve Honduras’ po-
litical crisis deadlocked Satur-
day over a proposal to rein-
state ousted President Manuel
Zelaya and form a national
unity government, leading the
mediator to appeal for more
flexibility when negotiations
resumed Sunday.

Zelaya had threatened to
declare the negotiations in
Costa Rica a failure if a deal
was not reached to return him
to the presidency by midnight
Saturday. But his representa-
tives said they will give the
talks at least one more day,
even though they say the Ze-
laya still plans to return to
Honduras with or without an
agreement.

Costa Rican President Os-
car Arias, who is mediating
the U.S.-backed talks, said
both sides agreed to attend
Sunday’s talks, but remained
far apart.

‘‘There are certainly many
differences. We have to make
an effort to be more flexible,’’
Arias said after the end of Sat-
urday’s round of talks. The
Costa Rican president won the
1987 Nobel Peace Prize for
helping end Central America’s
civil wars.

Zelaya negotiator Rixi Mon-
cada said her side would ex-
tend the talks after the govern-
ment of interim President Ro-

berto Micheletti asked for
more time to study Arias’ pro-
posal, which included a na-
tional unity government head-
ed by Zelaya, a general am-
nesty and early elections,
among other things.

Zelaya was hustled out of
Honduras by soldiers in a June
28 coup, launching a major test
of Latin American democracy
and of the Obama administra-
tion’s policy toward the region.

He has vowed to return to
Honduras to set up a parallel
government, although he has
refused to say when or how he
will enter the country. His aide,
Allan Fajardo, would say only
that Zelaya planned to return
before Friday, the date sug-
gested by Arias for his return.

The Honduran military
thwarted Zelaya’s attempt to
fly home July 5 by blocking the
runway at the airport in the
capital, Tegucigalpa.

As talks began Saturday,
Arias issued a statement pro-
posing a plan that would let Ze-
laya serve out the final months
of his term, move up elections
by one month to late October,
grant amnesty for all political
crimes committed before and
after the June 28 coup, and in-
clude representatives of the
main political parties in a rec-
onciliation government.

He said Zelaya would have
to cede control of the military
to an electoral court a month
before the elections to ensure

impartiality and also re-
nounce his plan to hold a refer-
endum on retooling the consti-
tution, which was the spark
that launched the coup after
the Supreme Court, military
and Congress all objected to
the vote. An international
commission would monitor
compliance with the accord.

When asked about the idea of
having Zelaya return to Hondu-
ras as president with a reconcil-
iation government, Assistant
Foreign Minister Martha Lor-
ena Alvarado gave a one-word
response: ‘‘Impossible.’’

Her comment in Honduras’
capital, Tegucigalpa, was the
clearest indication that the
talks had deadlocked.

‘‘The reinstatement of Ze-
laya, as we have maintained
and now repeat, is not negotia-
ble. . .  . There is no possibility
of him returning to Honduras
as president,’’ Alvarado said.

A Zelaya representative,
Enrique Flores, said his side
had accepted Arias’ plan ‘‘in
principle’’ but added that the
government led by Micheletti
was balking at the key point —
allowing Zelaya’s return to
power. He said that would kill
the negotiations.

Before Alvarado’s rejec-
tion, a representative of Hon-
duras’ interim government
said her delegation lacked the
authority to accept most of
Arias’ proposals, since deci-
sions on amnesty, changed
election dates and permission
for Zelaya to return despite
warrants for his arrest needed
the approval of Honduras’
courts or Congress.

Cartagena: The UNESCO World Heritage site’s pirate tales, golden beaches, Colonial
architecture and hospitality draw travelers from all over the world. COLOMBIAN EMBASSY

Colombia independence day

Monkey business: Squirrel monkeys live in the tropical
forests of Central and South America in the canopy layer.

Vacation heaven: Tayrona National Park lies on the Caribbean
coast, one of South America’s loveliest coastlines.
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