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President wins damages from British paper that claimed he was a rapist
London AP

South African President Jacob Zuma won
damages Thursday from Britain’s The
Guardian newspaper over an article that
mistakenly claimed he was a rapist.

Zuma sued the paper for libel after it
published an article in March claiming Zuma
was guilty of rape, corruption and bribery.
The South African leader’s reputation has
been clouded by allegations that he raped an

HIV-positive family friend and solicited a
bribe in an arms deal, but Zuma was
acquitted of the rape charge in a 2006 trial
and the corruption charges were dropped
amid claims of political interference.

He became president in May.
Zuma called the allegations carried in the

newspaper ‘‘extremely offensive’’ to him and
South Africa’s governing party, the African
National Congress. ‘‘In this matter, The

Guardian newspaper disregarded the basic
principles of journalism and media ethics,’’
Zuma said in a statement.

The newspaper has already published an
apology, but Zuma’s lawyer, Jenny Afia, said
it was given far less prominence in the
newspaper than the original article.

The newspaper’s owners, Guardian
News & Media Ltd., have agreed to pay an
undisclosed sum and legal costs.

Empty promises fuel township riots
Poor demand
ANC deliver on
election vows
to better lives

Robyn Dixon
Tokoza South Africa
LOS ANGELES TIMES

------------------------------------------

When he was 13, Celi Xaba
protested against South Afri-
ca’s white minority govern-
ment over the lack of water in
his township. Now 29, he is still
protesting, and there is still no
running water in Tokoza. But
now he is fighting the black-
led government that promised
salvation from poverty and
unemployment.

As thin as a whip, he stands
in the bitter winter wind, his
bare feet shoved into sandals a
couple of sizes too small.

‘‘There’s no services here.
No water, no electricity, no
toilets,’’ he said. ‘‘And there’s
still nothing happening. The
people just feel like animals
here.’’

Violent protests have erupt-
ed in about 20 South African
townships in recent days, in-
cluding Tokoza, with people
looting supermarkets and
shops, blocking roads and
burning tires, vehicles and
buildings in protest at the lack
of jobs, housing, water, sew-
age systems and electricity.

In other protests, members
of unions affiliated with the
ruling African National Con-
gress unleashed a wave of
strikes, including municipal
workers who marched and
overturned trash bins in Jo-
hannesburg Monday, de-
manding a 15 percent raise.

‘‘This is not going to stop,’’
political analyst William Gu-
mede predicted. ‘‘I think this
thing is going to snowball.’’

For President Jacob Zuma,
the protests mark the end of a
very short political honey-
moon.

But why now, three months
after elections? Many of the
protesters helped re-elect the
ANC after 15 years in power,
while the unions were among
Zuma’s strongest backers in a
campaign that saw the ANC
promise to deliver huge im-
provements to people’s lives.

‘‘The dissatisfaction of the
people has not gone away be-
cause of the election,’’ Gu-
mede said. ‘‘During the elec-
tion, Jacob Zuma and his al-
lies really raised expectations
even more. Zuma mobilized

all this unhappiness to his side
during the election. ‘‘People
want it now, and it’s not hap-
pening. People are at the end
of their patience.’’

Many of South Africa’s
shack dwellers are poorly edu-
cated rural people, drawn to
the city since the early 1990s
hoping to find jobs and money.
Instead, most end up jobless,
living in squalor.

‘‘I voted for the ANC be-
cause they promised they’re
going to give us these things.
They promise every time they
come to give us water, elec-
tricity. It’s a long time now,
but nothing changes,’’ said Jo-
seph Leshomo, 51, of Rama-
phosa, a shantytown east of
Johannesburg. ‘‘They come to
us saying they’re going to do
this, do that. I think I never,
never, never go to vote again.’’

In Alexandra township,
north of Johannesburg, a sul-
len stream of water flows list-
lessly beneath the shacks, its
banks littered with stolen su-
permarket carts and moun-
tains of plastic bags used by
residents as improvised
chamber pots. It is not safe to
walk 100 meters uphill to the
communal latrine in the mid-
dle of the night, so people use
the bags and fling them into
the Jukskei River.

People tell stories of huge
rats that invade their shacks
at night as bold as wild dogs.

Last week, Zuma urged
South Africans to give his gov-
ernment a chance to address
the problems. ‘‘We are paying
serious attention to the pro-
tests. We meant what we said
during the election that for as
long as our people lived in such

conditions, we would not rest,’’
he said in a speech in Durban.

But instead of adding jobs
as Zuma pledged, employ-
ment figures Tuesday showed
that 267,000 South Africans
lost their jobs in the second
quarter, while a further
302,000 gave up looking for
work — meaning they are not
counted in the government’s
23.6 percent unemployment
rate.

Prince Mashele, an analyst
with the Pretoria-based Insti-
tute of Security Studies, pre-
dicted the riots would spread.
He said many poor black
South Africans are more will-
ing to riot over bad services
and unemployment than to
vote against the ANC.

‘‘The question is, are (peo-
ple) crazy to vote the ANC into
power and then chase them

away a few months later? In
the collective psyche of the
people, people see no alterna-
tive to the ANC. Instead of say-
ing, ‘Let’s vote out the ANC,’
they say, ‘Let’s be violent,’ and
chase out those same people
they voted in a few months be-
fore. Unfortunately, it’s desta-
bilizing for our democracy.

‘‘The ANC has created this
myth that there’s no other par-
ty that has the capacity to gov-
ern any part of this country,’’
he said. ‘‘The danger is you are
creating a sense of helpless-
ness on the part of the people.
. . .  They think it’s the ANC or
nothing.’’

When ANC ministers and
other officials spent millions
on new BMW or Mercedes
cars just after taking office, it
only deepened public alien-
ation, Gumede said.

Rights groups condemn killing of radical Islamic sect chief

Nigerian militant leader
slain in police custody
Maiduguri Nigeria
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Security forces in northern Ni-
geria fought gunbattles with
followers of a radical Islamic
sect for a sixth straight day
Friday after the group’s lead-
er was shot dead while in po-
lice custody.

Militant preacher Moham-
med Yusuf, 39, whose Boko
Haram sect wants a wider
adoption of Islamic law across
Africa’s most populous nation,
was killed late Thursday at the
police headquarters in the
northern city of Maiduguri.

Hundreds of people, mostly
suspected members of the
sect, have been killed in clash-
es with security forces in at
least four states since Sunday.

A Reuters reporter counted
23 bloodied bodies with what
appeared to be fresh bullet
wounds outside the police
command Friday, among
them a former state commis-
sioner for religious affairs be-
lieved to be a Boko Haram
supporter, Alhaji Buji Fai.

‘‘Alhaji Buji Fai was killed
along with other fleeing Boko
Haram in an exchange of fire

this morning along Benishek-
Maiduguri road,’’ said Isa
Azare, spokesman for the po-
lice command in Maiduguri.

Yusuf was seen by local
journalists at the military bar-
racks in Maiduguri after his
capture. He had no visible in-
juries when he was taken from
the barracks to police head-
quarters where he died.

Officials have said he was
killed in a shootout while try-
ing to escape.

Eric Guttschuss, Human
Rights Watch researcher for Ni-
geria, described Yusuf’s killing
as ‘‘a shocking example of the
brazen contempt by the Nigeri-
an police for the rule of law.’’

Yusuf’s supporters, armed
with machetes, knives, home-
made hunting rifles and gaso-
line bombs, have rioted in sev-
eral states across northern Ni-
geria in recent days, attacking
churches, police stations, pris-
ons and government buildings.

The violence broke out on
Sunday when members of the
group — loosely modeled on
the Taliban in Afghanistan
and whose name means
‘‘Western education is sinful’’
— were arrested in Bauchi

state on suspicion of plotting to
attack a police station.

President Umaru Yar’Adua
has said the group was procur-
ing arms and learning to make
bombs in order to impose its
ideology on Nigerians by
force. He has ordered the se-
curity forces to do everything
necessary to contain the sect.

Around a dozen soldiers, po-
lice officers and prison officials
are among the hundreds killed
in the unrest, while the remain-
der of the dead largely consist
of suspected Boko Haram fol-
lowers, according to police.

National defense spokesman
Col. Mohammed Yerima has
promised a military ‘‘show of
force’’ to reassure civilians that
they would be protected.

Soldiers patrolled Maiduguri
in armored personnel carriers
and trucks on Friday, continu-
ing house-to-house searches for
Yusuf’s followers.

Boko Haram’s views are not
espoused by the majority of
Nigeria’s Muslim population,
the largest in sub-Saharan Af-
rica. The country’s Muslim
umbrella group, Jama’atu
Nasril Islam, has already con-
demned the violence.

On strike: Some 6,000 municipal workers march in Cape Town on Wednesday, demanding a 15 percent pay increase. AFP-JIJI

Administrative makeup: Benin is divided into 12 departments
and subdivided into 77 communes. BENIN EMBASSY

Benin national day

UPRISING

Thousands of Palestinian children attempt to set a new world record Thursday by flying
homemade kites at an event organized by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency on
the Mediterranean beach of Beit Lahiya in the northern Gaza Strip. AP

President Boni Yayi of Benin

Reforms, international support key to ongoing progress
Allassane Yasso
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF BENIN

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the celebra-
tion of the 49th anniversary of
Benin National
Day, on behalf
of the Benin
head of state,
President Dr.
Boni Yayi, and
in the name of
the people of
Benin, I extend
our greetings to Their Imperi-
al Majesties Emperor Akihito
and Empress Michiko, the Im-
perial family, Prime Minister
Taro Aso and his government,
and the people of Japan.

The 49th anniversary of Be-
nin’s independence takes
place within the context of the
international financial crisis,
and together with an economic
crisis that has strongly hit and
continues to hit Benin.

But despite this internation-
al context, which is particular-
ly difficult for developing
countries, the government of
Benin continues tirelessly to
implement its program of ac-
tion that seeks growth through
poverty reduction and a policy
of development clearly de-
fined since 2006.

It’s a policy of reforms at
various levels, which aims at
improving the life of all Beni-
nese households, especially
the poorest and most vulnera-

ble segments of the popula-
tion.

It should be emphasized, in
this dynamic, which should in
the medium term transform
Benin into an emerging na-
tion, the contribution and sub-
stantial support that the gov-
ernment and its people re-
ceive from friendly countries,
and technical and financial
partners, one of which is Ja-
pan, whose assistance and co-
operation are well known, and
highly appreciated in Benin.
Indeed, Japan has supported
and continues to support the
implementation of important
projects that have a dominant
social impact, and although it
would be tedious to list them in
detail here, they include pro-
grams for water supply, con-
struction, and equipment for
school infrastructure and
health, etc.

It would be difficult or im-
possible for us to ignore the
large and important ongoing
project of renovation, exten-
sion and rehabilitation of the
‘‘L’Hopital de la Mere et de
l’Enfant-Lagune (HOMEL)’’
in the city of Cotonou. This is
one of the jewels of the dy-
namic cooperation that a
united Benin and Japan
share, and which has in re-
cent years enjoyed great
progress.

The recent participation,
in May 2008, of President

Yayi at TICAD IV in Yokoha-
ma has given new impetus to
this partnership that the Be-
ninese people appreciate.
This momentum will be
strengthened by the opening
in a few months of the Em-
bassy of Japan in Cotonou.
This is a clear demonstration
of the importance of the
friendship and cooperation
that bind Benin and Japan.

So we welcome these steps,
and invite business people
and other Japanese economic
operators to invest in Benin,
and discover the large inte-
grated market of the

ECOWAS (the
Economic Com-
munity of West
African States)
region,  with
more than 270
million potential
c o n s u m e r s ,
guaranteed by
the principle of
free movement
of people, goods
and services.

Benin is a sin-
gle point of refer-
ence for the sim-
plification of ac-
cess, business
and investment.
It is a modern
and competitive
seaport with a
dynamic work-
force and low

production costs. It is impos-
sible to talk about Benin with-
out mentioning the impres-
sive safari opportunities
available with W Transbor-
der Park (‘‘Parc Regional W)
— three contiguous national
parks in Benin, Niger and
Burkina Faso — in the north-
east, and Pendjari National
Park in the northwest of the
country, on the top of which,
there are other assets:

— A wealth of different cul-
tures, historic and natural

— The security of tourists
— Old kingdoms, Ouidah,

the riparian towns

— Rich culture: gospel
singing, voodoo, craftsman-
ship, folk dancing

— The diversity of land-

scapes: beaches, animal re-
serves, waterfalls, forests.

Happy National Day to all
Beninese living in Japan!
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