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Mehsud killing in Pakistan seen as major disruption to Taliban
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said Fredrick Kagan, a mili-
tary expert.

Hakimullah on Saturday
claimed Mehsud had not been
killed by the missile strike in
phone calls to several news
outlets. However, he could not
provide evidence that the mili-
tant chief was still alive.

Intelligence agents said it ap-
peared likely that Hakimullah
was passed over for the top posi-

tion in favor of Rehman.
‘‘It’s problematic whether

they could fill the same shoes.
Mehsud was well known and
regarded in the ranks of the
Taliban as a key leader,’’ said
retired Gen. Anthony Zinni, a
former commander of U.S.
forces in the region. ‘‘I think
it’s going to be negative on the
Taliban,’’ he told CNN.

The reported killing also
throws a light on the U.S. use of

drones against hard-to-locate
human targets, a controversial
tactic that critics say has too of-
ten resulted in civilian casual-
ties, alienating Pakistanis.

But Hoffman said, ‘‘People
who claim that the drones, ei-
ther Reaper or Predator at-
tacks, were ineffective are
definitely going to have to re-
assess those claims in the
wake of this attack.’’

Since U.S. President Ba-

rack Obama took office, the
pace of U.S. attacks from un-
manned aircraft inside Paki-
stan has increased despite ten-
sions with Islamabad over ci-
vilian casualties.

In May, CIA Director Leon
Panetta defended the tactic as
precise, effective and ‘‘very
frankly, it’s the only game in
town in terms of confronting
and trying to disrupt the al-
Qaida leadership.’’

Arrest of rebel group’s new leader creates doubt

Tigers dealt big blow
ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Colombo
AP

------------------------------------------

The arrest of the Tamil Tigers’
new leader has dealt a major
blow to the rebels’ efforts to re-
group and push on with their
separatist struggle after being
routed by Sri Lankan forces,
the government said Friday.

It was also a major public
relations coup for President
Mahinda Rajapaksa ahead of
elections Saturday in two
northern towns that he billed
as the first seeds of democra-
cy along the former war zone.

Sri Lankan authorities F r i -
day questioned Selvarasa Path-
manathan, the former chief
arms smuggler for the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam and
its new chief, after he was ar-
rested in Southeast Asia and

flown back to Sri Lanka.
‘‘His existence at large cre-

ated a doubt in the minds of or-
dinary people that the LTTE
was alive and kicking,’’ Sri
Lankan defense spokesman
Keheliya Rambukwella said.
‘‘His arrest shows that we are
capable of demolishing any fu-
ture emergence of the LTTE.’’

Pathmanathan, known by
the nom de guerre KP, had
been working to turn the rem-
nants of the violent insurgent
group into a peaceful libera-
tion movement after the gov-
ernment routed the rebels on
the battlefield in May and
killed their revered leader,
Velupillai Prabhakaran.

The rebels, who had been
fighting to create a separate
nation for minority Tamils for
more than a quarter century,
had controlled a shadow state
in parts of northern Sri Lanka

that Prabhakaran ran as a vir-
tual dictatorship.

On Saturday, the govern-
ment held elections in the
towns of Vavuniya and Jaffna,
which lay just outside the reb-
els’ former stronghold.

Rajapaksa has hailed the
elections as a first step in ush-
ering in democracy to the ar-
ea. But the government has
come under fire for refusing to
allow foreign media into the
towns — which are sealed to
outsiders — to cover the vote.

Paris-based Reporters With-
out Borders said the decision to
bar the media ‘‘dashes any hope
of a transparent election.’’

Armed paramilitary groups
reportedly have a strong pres-
ence in both towns, and the
residents appear disengaged
from the vote — or afraid — af-
ter more than a quarter centu-
ry of warfare.

Australia plans to review education industry
Sydney
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Australia announced a sweep-
ing review of its international
education sector Saturday as
Indian Foreign Minister S.M.
Krishna prepares to meet with
students rattled by a series of
attacks and study scams.

Education Minister Julia
Gillard said former Liberal
lawmaker and diplomat Bruce
Baird will head the review,
which is aimed at shoring up
the nation’s 12.7 billion Austra-
lian dollar ($10.6 billion) inter-
national education industry.

‘‘Mr. Baird will review the
Education Services for Over-
seas Students act and report
back to the government with
changes designed to ensure
Australia continues to offer
world-class quality interna-

tional education in this chal-
lenging and changing environ-
ment,’’ Gillard told reporters.

Baird said the review will
examine perceptions of rac-
ism and exploitation plaguing
Australia, following a spate of
violent attacks against Indian

students and claims they are
being targeted in study scams.

‘‘We’ll be looking at the gen-
eral welfare of students who
come to our shores, as well as
issues such as ‘Have we got
dodgy operators?’ ’’ Baird said.

‘‘We’ve definitely got the at-
tention of this government.

‘‘So you know when we bring

forward recommendations
they won’t just be put in the
bottom drawer.’’

The review comes amid as-
surances from Canberra that
India’s 95,000 students study-
ing in Australia are safe, after
Foreign Minister Stephen

Smith and Prime Minister
Kevin Rudd both met Krishna.

Krishna, who said it is im-
portant he visit Australia to
‘‘get a clearer sense of what is
happening on the ground,’’
was to meet with a student del-
egation in Melbourne on Sat-
urday evening, the city’s con-
sulate said.

A series of attacks in Sydney
and Melbourne boiled over into
street protests last month amid
accusations from students that
police have not been doing
enough to halt violence.

Australian authorities have
played down any racial aspect
to the attacks, saying the jobs
that Indian students do to sup-
port their education often put
them in dangerous areas or on
public transport late at night.

Krishna said the assaults
will not harm the wider rela-
tionship between the two coun-
tries, despite a raft of negative
publicity in his home country.

‘‘I think the relationship
with Australia has matured to
the level where the small irri-
tations which have taken
place over the past few
months will not upset that
equilibrium,’’ he said.

Myanmar exiles
hand democracy
plan over to U.N.
United Nations
AP

------------------------------------------

Exiled opposition leaders
from Myanmar came together
at the United Nations on Fri-
day to present a plan for a
democratic future in their
homeland and ask the U.N. to
transmit it to the country’s
military rulers.

The opposition leaders
called for the release of Nobel
Peace Prize-winning prode-
mocracy leader Aung San Suu
Kyi and other political prison-
ers, a dialogue with the re-
gime, credible elections in
2010 and a review of the consti-
tution adopted last year.

The alliance of political par-
ties and ethnic groups asked
the U.N. Security Council and
Secretary General Ban Ki
Moon to send its reconciliation
plan to the military regime in
Myanmar, which was previ-
ously called Burma.

Suu Kyi is on trial for violat-
ing the terms of her house ar-
rest after an uninvited Ameri-
can man swam to her lakeside
home without permission in
May, just before her detention
was to end. Opposition leaders
say the junta is using the inci-
dent to extend her detention
ahead of next year’s elections.

The charges against 64-
year-old Suu Kyi, who has
been detained for 14 of the last
20 years, have refocused inter-
national outrage on Myan-
mar, which has been ruled by
its military since 1962. Suu
Kyi’s opposition party won na-
tional elections in 1990, but
Myanmar’s generals refused
to relinquish power.

Sein Win, a cousin of Suu
Kyi and head of the National
Coalition Government of the
Union of Burma, which de-

scribes itself as the country’s
government-in-exile, called
her trial a ‘‘mockery of jus-
tice.’’ Myanmar used to be
known as Burma.

He said the regime ‘‘has
made a lot of promises, but if
you look at the facts, it’s not
getting any better’’ as human
rights are violated, villages
are destroyed and the country
becomes more militarized. He
condemned the regime’s pur-
ported nuclear ambitions.

In Myanmar on Friday, the
regime said it arrested 15 peo-
ple and accused foreign-based
opposition groups and terror-
ists of plotting explosions dur-
ing Ban’s visit last month and
trying to disrupt Suu Kyi’s trial.

U.N. deputy spokeswoman
Marie Okabe said she had no in-
formation on this aside from
press reports.

Jeremy Woodrum, cofound-
er of the Washington-based
U.S. Campaign for Burma, said
it’s significant that Myanmar’s
diverse political and ethnic
groups joined in support of the
reconciliation initiative.

He said the Security Council
should focus on issues it has ig-
nored, including the use of
child soldiers, the rape of
women from minority ethnic
groups, forced labor and the
destruction of villages.

The opposition’s reconcilia-
tion program says the country
faces a ‘‘constitutional crisis.’’

Woodrum called the consti-
tution an ‘‘airtight’’ frame-
work for ensuring the military
continues to dominate all le-
vers of power, no matter the
outcome of any election. The
military will appoint 25 per-
cent of the seats in Parliament
and can easily remove mem-
bers who act independently,
he said.

Sydney police
given details on
McCann case
Sydney AFP-JIJI

An Australian has come forward
claiming to know the identity of a
woman being sought by
investigators probing the
disappearance of British toddler
Madeleine McCann, police said
Saturday.

The woman spoke to
Sydney detectives after a
widely publicized push for
information was made last
week about an Australian
woman apparently believed to
hold vital clues to the case.

‘‘On Friday afternoon a
Sydney woman provided a
statement to detectives at a
Sydney police station,’’ a
police spokesman said. ‘‘She
claims to know the identity of

the woman being sought by the
private investigators attached
to the McCann family.’’

The information will be
passed on to Australia’s
national police for
investigation, he added.

McCann was nearly 4 when
she went missing from her
family’s holiday home in Praia da
Luz, Portugal, on May 3, 2007.

The review will examine perceptions of racism
and exploitation plaguing Australia, following a
spate of violent attacks against students from India
and claims they are being targeted in study scams.

Madeleine McCann

Just checking: A Sri Lankan policeman checks a man’s identity papers outside a polling
station in the northern town of Vavuniya on Saturday. AFP-JIJI

Singapore independence day

Working together for regional integration
Tan Chin Tiong
AMBASSADOR OF SINGAPORE

------------------------------------------

Today marks the 44th year of
Singapore’s independence. In
1965, we were
confronted with
immense chal-
lenges. With de-
t e r m i n a  t  i  o  n  ,
p e r s everance,
and the support
and assistance
of friendly
countries, including Japan,
we overcame the initial trou-
bled years. Today in partner-
ship with Japan and other
countries in the region, we are
doing our part to contribute to
regional political and econom-
ic integration.

The global economic down-
turn is one of the most difficult
periods we have faced as a
young nation. Like many other
countries, our economy has
been hit hard. Singapore has
responded proactively to man-
age the recession at home.
This January, the government
announced an unprecedented
20.5 billion Singapore dollar
Resilience Package aimed at
retaining jobs and helping
businesses tide over this chal-
lenging period. At the same
time, we are looking beyond
the economic gloom. Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong re-
cently established an Eco-
nomic Strategies Committee
to develop strategies for Sin-

gapore to build capabilities
and maximize opportunities
as a global city in a new world
environment, so as to achieve
sustained and inclusive
growth.

Singapore will continue its
plans to develop into an excit-
ing place to work, study, live
and play. The city is undergo-
ing an extraordinary transfor-
mation as two new integrated
resorts are expected to be
completed next year. Singa-
pore is also proud to be the
host of the world’s only night
Formula One Grand Prix race
in September and the host city
for the inaugural Youth Olym-
pic Games in August 2010.

Since the establishment of
diplomatic relations in 1966,
Singapore and Japan share
many common strategic, po-
litical and economic interests.
Our ties have deepened con-
siderably and become broad
based. 2009 has been particu-
larly eventful for Singapore-
Japan relations.

Bilateral ties reached a new
historic milestone when Presi-
dent S.R. Nathan and his wife
made a state visit to Japan
from May 9 to 16 at the invita-
tion of Their Majesties Em-
peror Akihito and Empress
Michiko, the first by a Singa-
pore head of state. This was in
reciprocation for the first
state visit by a Japanese em-
peror to Singapore in 2006 on
the occasion of our 40th anni-

versary of bilateral relations.
Together, these two state vis-
its have consolidated and ele-
vated our bilateral relation-
ship to new heights.

Singapore and Japan under-
stand the importance of main-
taining an open and inclusive
regional architecture, and
have cooperated closely in
various regional forums and
international organizations
such as the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), ASEAN Regional
Forum (ARF), East Asia
Summit (EAS), Asia-Europe
Meeting (ASEM), Asia-Pacif-
ic Economic Cooperation
(APEC), the United Nations
and the World Trade Organi-
zation.

As the current chair of
APEC, Singapore looks for-
ward to hosting the APEC
Leaders Week from Nov. 8 to
15, and working closely with
Japan, which will be the next
APEC Chair. At the same
time, our two countries are
cooperating closely with oth-
er like-minded countries to
address serious challenges
such as climate change and
pandemic diseases. We have
also capitalized on each oth-
er’s strengths to invest in and
provide technical assistance
to third countries under the
framework of the Japan-Sin-
gapore Partnership Program
for the 21st Century
(JSPP21).

Economic linkages between
Singapore and Japan have
strengthened since the signing
of the Japan-Singapore Eco-
nomic Agreement for a New
Age Partnership (JSEPA),
which entered into force in No-
vember 2002 and was subse-
quently revised in 2007. In
2008, Japan was Singapore’s
sixth-largest trading partner,
with bilateral trade totaling
S$60.1 billion.

Our people-to-people ties
have strengthened over the
years. Japan is a very popular
tourist destination, with close
to 168,000 Singaporeans visit-
ing Japan in 2008. Singapore,
for its part, welcomed more
than 570,000 Japanese visitors
last year.

In the latter part of this year,
we look forward to the estab-
lishment of the Japan Creative
Center (JCC) in Singapore,
which seeks to promote greater
understanding of Japanese cul-
ture through the provision of in-
formation, educational ser-
vices, and various programs to
Singaporeans and other nation-
alities who reside in Singapore,
or visit as transit or business
travelers.

Singapore is committed to
working closely with Japan to
strengthen bilateral coopera-
tion, and promote regional
peace and prosperity. I am con-
fident that our bilateral rela-
tions will continue to grow and
reach new heights.
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