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Grateful: Former Pyongyang captive Laura Ling reads a
statement alongside former President Bill Clinton after she
and fellow journalist, Euna Lee, arrived home Wednesday. AP

Even for experienced Sotomayor, many changes await
ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST,

LOS ANGELES TIMES, AP

------------------------------------------

If Sonia Sotomayor’s spot on
the Supreme Court is already
known — on the end, farthest
from the chief justice’s left —
the role she will play may be-
come apparent only after
years of service.

Even a federal judge as expe-
rienced as Sotomayor, who was
sworn in Saturday, will need
time to get used to life as a Su-
preme Court justice, a quirky
job that is tradition-bound but
also remarkably open to indi-
vidual interpretation.

Sotomayor took the second
of two oaths of office Saturday
from Chief Justice John Rob-
erts in an ornate conference
room, beneath a portrait of the
legendary Chief Justice John
Marshall. Her left hand rest-
ing on a Bible that was held by
her mother, Celina, Sotoma-
yor pledged to ‘‘do equal right
to the poor and to the rich.’’

Minutes earlier, she swore a
first oath in a private ceremo-
ny in the room where the jus-
tices hold their private confer-
ences. Her 60 or so guests in-
cluded Justice Anthony
Kennedy, White House coun-
sel Greg Craig and other
members of President Barack
Obama’s administration that
helped prepare her for her
Senate confirmation hearings,
family and friends.

On Wednesday, Obama will
host a reception at the White
House, and the court will hold
a formal investiture ceremo-
ny a month from now. After its
September hearing, the court
will begin its traditional term
Oct. 5.

Her first case will serve as a
dramatic example of the
change she faces.

During her confirmation
hearings, Sotomayor repeat-
edly told senators that a  s a
judge she had faithfully ap-
plied settled law and court
precedents to the facts of
cases at hand. But her first
task as a justice will be to de-
termine whether the Supreme
Court’s past rulings on cam-
paign finance reform should
be cast aside, a potentially
monumental decision that
could reverse a century of con-
gressional restrictions on
election spending.

The acclimation of a new
justice was described by Jus-
tice John Clarke, who served
nearly a century ago, as a ‘‘fa-
miliar Washington tradition’’
in which the newcomer won-
ders: ‘‘How did I ever attain
such a place?’’ That is fol-
lowed at the end of the first
year with a different question,
he said: ‘‘How did these other
men ever come here?’’

Sotomayor’s jurisprudence
is not far from that of the jus-
tice she is replacing, David
Souter. And no freshman is
likely to sway a divided court
anchored on the left by Justice
John Paul Stevens, 89, the lon-
gest-serving justice on the
current court, and on the right
by Justice Antonin Scalia, in
his 23rd year of leading con-
servative legal thought at the
high court.

A justice’s decisions in the
first term are often imperfect
forecasts of career jurispru-
dence, studies show. Souter,
nominated by President
George Bush, was a consistent
conservative his first year on
the bench, and he retired as
one of the most reliable mem-

bers of the court’s liberal bloc.
The justices themselves often
speak of needing three to five
years to truly feel comfortable
with their place on the court.

A familiar refrain from Re-
publican senators who op-
posed Sotomayor’s nomina-
tion was that there was a dis-
connect between the ‘‘activist’’
they said they detected in her
numerous speeches and arti-
cles and the cautious judicial
opinions she authored,
prompting questions about the
‘‘real’’ Sonia Sotomayor.

But Pamela Harris, execu-

tive director of the Supreme
Court Institute at the George-
town Law Center, disagreed.
‘‘I really think she’s less an un-
known quantity than other
(new) justices because she
has such a long record,’’ Har-
ris said, adding that she sub-
scribes to the ‘‘consensus that
she’s a moderate liberal.’’

But Harris also said that
even an experienced appeals
court judge such as Sotoma-
yor will need time ‘‘getting
used to the personalities (on
the court) and the way things
get done there.’’

Her background and experi-
ences undoubtedly will affect
her thinking and influence her
decisions, but they probably
will do so in ways that were

hardly mentioned during her
confirmation hearings.

She will be the only justice
whose first language was not
English. She spoke Spanish at
home as a child, and she will
join a court that enforces a fed-
eral law that calls for equal op-
portunity in schools for children
who do not speak English.

She has been diabetic since
childhood, a medical condition
that is classified as a disability
under the federal law that for-
bids discrimination against
people with physical or mental
impairments.

Disability-rights advocates
recently have suffered some
big defeats in the court, and
they have high hopes for her.

She was raised in a city
housing project where drugs
and crime were more common
than Ivy League scholarly
success. Sotomayor refers to
herself proudly as an ‘‘affir-
mative-action baby,’’ having
been admitted to Princeton
University with less than stel-
lar SAT scores but who none-
theless graduated with high-
est honors.

She will ‘‘change the conver-
sation on affirmative action’’
within the court, says University
of Maryland law professor Sher-
rilyn Ifill. The only other minori-
ty on the court, Justice Clarence
Thomas, is a staunch foe, main-
taining that affirmative-action
policies taint the accomplish-
ments of all minorities.

Justices often describe as-
cension to the court as an over-
whelming experience. On his
first day in chambers after his
contentious confirmation hear-
ings, Thomas ‘‘quickly calcu-
lated that I would need to read
several thousand pages of peti-
tions, briefs and related mate-
rials over the next two weeks,

and the prospect alarmed me,’’
he wrote in his autobiography.
‘‘What I needed was a vacation,
not another marathon.’’

Her historic appointment
will bring Sotomayor in-
creased attention, but that is
likely to fade as she begins
work in one of government’s
most cloistered institutions.
Because their proceedings are
not televised — a decision So-
tomayor seemed open to
changing during her confir-
mation hearings — the justic-
es are rarely seen. They feel
no need to explain their deci-
sions in interviews and never
hold news conferences, main-
taining that their reasoning is
explained in the opinions they
write or the dissents they join.
A C-SPAN poll this summer
revealed that more than half
of Americans could not name
any of the nine justices.

It will not be hard for Soto-
mayor to be in the public eye
more than Souter, who be-
came famous for his reclusive
ways. In general, justices give
more speeches and interviews
than is believed, though on
their terms. Thomas opened
up to the television networks
when promoting his autobiog-
raphy, which went on to be a
best-seller, and several of the
justices have written books on
their views about constitution-
al interpretation. Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg recently
spoke out about being the only
woman on the court, and her
love of opera makes her a
prominent member of Wash-
ington’s cultural scene.

Sotomayor has begun work
on some aspects of her new job.
Dawn Cardi, a lawyer in New
York who is her close friend,
said Sotomayor began to con-
sider potential clerks soon after

her confirmation hearings end-
ed last month, meeting some of
them face to face in New York
and Washington, and inter-
viewing others by phone.

If she follows the example of
other justices, at least some of
her four clerks will have
worked for others on the bench
and become familiar with the
court’s ways. ‘‘You can imag-
ine, everyone in the world has a
candidate for her,’’ Cardi said.

Experienced clerks can
serve as guides in a court where
justices work independently,
rather than as a team. The
chambers of the nine j u s t i c e s
are often described as separate
law firms in one building.

‘‘There is no such thing as
‘junior justice’ training,’’ said
Stephen McAllister, a Univer-
sity of Kansas law professor
who was one of Thomas’ clerks

during his first term on the
court. After an initial round of
courtesy calls, McAllister
said, the attitude is, ‘‘You’re a
justice now; you figure out
how to do it.’’

Certain duties are pre-
scribed: The junior justice
speaks last at the members-
only private conferences in
which the court decides the
cases it hears. He or she takes
notes, records votes and an-
swers the door if someone ap-
proaches. Justice Stephen
Breyer performed those tasks
for more than 11 years before
Justice Samuel Alito Jr.
joined the court, and justices
joked that it took some time
before Breyer realized he did
not have to jump up whenever
there was a knock at the door.

Unlike appellate judges,
justices decide which cases

merit the court’s attention,
sorting through about 8,000 pe-
titions each year to select less
than 80 cases they will hear.
The court has selected 46
cases for its upcoming term,
but Sotomayor will be in place
to help choose the rest.

Another difference: Ap-
peals court judges usually
hear cases in groups of three,
and members of the Supreme
Court from Roberts on down
have talked about the adjust-
ment required in negotiating
agreement among the nine
justices, not to mention the ef-
fect on oral arguments.

Sotomayor has described
herself as a ‘‘bear’’ in question-
ing lawyers who come before
her, ‘‘but even a Justice Soto-
mayor will have to work to get
in’’ questions on the combative
high court, Harris said.

After success in N. Korea, what’s next for Clinton?
Was rescue of journalists one-time affair or
first of more diplomatic missions to come?

Washington
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

A familiar question is back on
the lips of Washington’s mov-
ers and shakers: What is next
for Bill Clinton?

Clinton’s rescue of two
jailed U.S. journalists in North
Korea and three-hour head-to-
head with reclusive dictator
Kim Jong Il thrust the ex-pres-
ident back to his spiritual
home — in a glaring political
spotlight.

The episode revived debate
on where exactly Bill and Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton and their
political hopes and legacies fit
in ‘‘Obamaland.’’

Barack Obama’s decision
last year to ask his once-bitter
primary foe Hillary Clinton to
be secretary of state shocked
the Clintons as much as every-
one else.

Critics posed a simple ques-
tion: how to reconcile Hillary
Clinton’s role with that of her
globe-trotting, larger-than-
life husband, whose bulging
book of business contacts
could pose possible conflicts of
interest?

‘‘When she became secre-
tary of state, the question was,
‘What is Obama going to do
with Bill Clinton?’ ’’ said Ju-
lian Zelizer, a historian at
Princeton University. ‘‘Now
the answer seems to be that he
is going to use Bill Clinton.’’

Even critics of the Clintons
had to admit last week that the
statesmanlike ex-president
was pitch-perfect in his sensi-
tive encounter with Kim and
self-effacing on his return.

U.S. intelligence analysts
are meanwhile awaiting a
priceless briefing on the state
of Kim’s mind, health and re-

gime — from America’s most
seasoned diplomatic player
and master of political psy-
chology.

Some observers are now
wondering whether Clinton,
who heads a global charitable
foundation, may get future
sensitive diplomatic missions.

‘‘(Clinton) got the adminis-
tration out of a difficult jam,
and Obama will be happy to
use him again,’’ said Zelizer.

Clinton might be a candi-
date to open an unofficial
channel to Pyongyang, should
the Stalinist regime come
back to the nuclear negotiat-
ing table.

But such a role may be seen
as a reward for ‘‘bad behav-
ior’’ by Pyongyang, and under-
mine the six-party denuclear-
ization talks to which the Oba-
ma White House is committed.

So perhaps Clinton might be
used elsewhere, where his
prestige and semiofficial sta-
tus could open doors closed to
other U.S. luminaries — in the

Middle East or Myanmar for
instance.

Some observers though, feel
that given Clinton’s wide busi-
ness and political profile, his
appearances must be rationed.

And Obama, as a young
Democratic president finding
his way, may not relish the
sight of the old sage galloping
around the globe.

Clinton may also detract
from his wife’s evolving role:
This week, Clinton’s trip be-
hind North Korea’s iron cur-
tain overshadowed her trip to
Africa.

‘‘Personally, I see this as a
one-time thing for him,’’ said
Tom Baldino, professor of po-
litical science at Wilkes Uni-
versity, Pennsylvania.

‘‘He may have done the job
so well that he may have come
close to eclipsing his wife. For
her sake, he can’t do this on a
regular basis.’’

For better and for worse,
the Clintons have in two de-
cades in top-rank U.S. politics

come as a joint package — or
‘‘two for the price of one’’ as
the ex-president’s 1992 cam-
paign had it.

In good times, the former
president boosts his wife’s po-
litical profile and leverage.

But often, (especially with
his red-faced tirades in her ep-
ic 2008 campaign for the presi-
dency) Clinton can harm her
hopes.

Bill Clinton’s political ca-
reer, encompassing impeach-
ment and the first two-term
Democratic presidency since
Franklin Roosevelt, often
seemed to follow a cycle of
near-disaster then redemption.

So there was a familiar feel
about his mission to North Ko-
rea, which showcased his top-
notch diplomatic skills, and
drew a redemptive embrace
by Obama, following the bit-
terness of 2008.

During the campaign,
many Obama backers fumed
at the ex-president’s antics
and felt he veered onto racial

ground while Clintonites felt
Obama did not give the former
president his due for bitter po-
litical battles won in the 1990s.

Another redemptive mo-
ment of the Clinton mission
came when he bonded i  n a
tight embrace with Al Gore on
returning to the United States.

Gore founded ‘‘Current
TV,’’ the station for which re-
porters Laura Ling and Euna
Lee were working when they
were arrested by the North
Koreans, and asked Clinton to
help win their release.

The two men had left office
in 2001 estranged. Clinton
thought Gore deserted his leg-
acy and Gore blamed Clinton’s
affair with intern Monica Lew-
insky for his 2000 general elec-
tion defeat.

So for the first time in years,
the big beasts of 1990s Demo-
cratic politics — the Clintons
and Gores — are reconciled,
and uniting left-of-center pow-
er bases with Obama, the new
party champion.

Just sleeping: At 5,897 meters, Cotopaxi, about 75 km south
of the capital Quito, is one of the highest active volcanoes in
the world. Its last significant eruption was in 1904.

‘‘La Costa’’: Ecuador’s coastline offers some 2,000 km of
deserted beaches, warm swimming waters, resorts and some
of the best unknown surfing in the world. ECUADOR EMBASSY

President of the Republic
of Ecuador Rafael Correa

Ambassador Javier Ponce Leiva

A former justice once
said newcomers to the
court often wonder,
‘How did I ever attain
such a place?’ But that
is soon followed by a
different question:
‘How did these other
men ever come here?’

Ecuador independence day

Whole new ballgame: Judge Sonia Sotomayor, the first Hispanic justice on the U.S. Supreme
Court, walks into the East Conference Room of the Supreme Court with Chief Justice John
Roberts to be sworn in Saturday as the court’s 111th justice. AFP-JIJI

Ecuador: one of the world’s natural wonders
Javier Ponce Leiva
AMBASSADOR OF ECUADOR IN JAPAN

------------------------------------------

Ecuador is one of the world’s
megadiverse countries, and
home to the largest number of
animal and plant species per
square kilometer on the plan-
et. The presence of the Andes,
the tropical Pacific coast and
the Amazonian region in our
geography results in the
unique richness and variety of
the resources of continental
Ecuador.

According to the World
Tourism Organization, Ecua-
dor is one of the countries in
the world with the highest rate
of return, that means that
most of the tourists going to
Ecuador will come back three
or four times. And this hap-
pens not only because of its
natural resources, but be-
cause our pluricultural popu-
lation creates a great variety
of arts and handicrafts, and a
rich gastronomy that appeal
to visitors. Quito and Cuenca,
Cultural Heritages of Man-
kind, are a major attraction

for Japanese tourists.
It is fascinating how you can

enjoy in the same country,
many different kinds of land-
scapes, realities, colors and
flavors in the same day. In a
very few days you can have
breakfast watching the turtles
and seals in Galapagos, a won-
derful lunch on a paradisiacal
beach with delicious fresh sea-
food and fruits, next, enjoy a
hot chocolate in the middle of
the mountains while marvel-
ing at the majesty of the Chim-
borazo and Cotopaxi volca-
noes, and finally dine in the
jungle accompanied by color-

ful and exotic animals and
plants.

This year Ecuador is cele-
brating 200 years of indepen-
dence. It is a good occasion to
discover the many similari-
ties and values that our cul-
tures share.

The economic exchanges
between Ecuador and Japan
do not reflect today our mutu-
al potential. The political sta-
bility we are reaching after
the re-election of President
Rafael Correa and members
of the National Assembly will-
ing to cooperate with him, as
well as the adoption of a new
constitution and basic laws
are providing the political and
juridical security Japanese in-
vestors look for.

The government of Ecuador
has established as one of its
national priorities to reinforce
economic and cooperative re-
lations with Asia, especially
with Japan. This year, we
have opened the Commercial
Office of Ecuador in Japan to
strengthen our economic
links. But also we want to pro-
mote our culture and natural
richness in order to attract
Japanese citizens to enjoy all
the wonders Ecuador offers,
and to join us on our new path
to progress and development
as our partner in investment,
trade and cooperation.
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