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Malaysia independence day

‘1 Malaysia’ provides building blocks for unity, prosperity
Zakri Jaafar
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I.,

EMBASSY OF MALAYSIA

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the 52nd an-
niversary of the independence
of Malaysia, I have the great
honor to convey
my heartfelt
greetings to
Their Imperial
Majesties Em-
peror Akihito
and Empress
Michiko, the
Imperial fami-
ly, the government and people
of Japan. I would also like to
extend my warm greetings to
all Malaysians, friends of Ma-
laysia and readers of The Ja-
pan Times.

In April, Dato’ Sri Najib Tun
Razak was sworn in as the
sixth prime minister of Malay-
sia. During his inaugural
speech, the prime minister
stated that his life had been
dedicated to public service.
Inspired by the positive im-

pact of public service in the ex-
ample of his late father, Tun
Razak, the second prime min-
ister of Malaysia, Dato’ Sri
Najib Tun Razak expressed
his commitment to the goals of
tackling poverty, restructur-
ing society, expanding access
to quality education and in-
spiring a new generation of
young Malaysians to work on
behalf of Malaysia. He urged
all Malaysians to rise to the
challenge of building and liv-
ing up to the concept of ‘‘One
Malaysia, People First, Per-
formance Now.’’

The initiative ‘‘1 Malaysia’’
put forth by the prime minis-
ter serves as the guide and
goal for his premiership, to
take this young nation of 27
million to new and greater
heights; to forge a new level of
nationhood out of the various
races that comprise Malaysia.
This goal will not be achieved
without greater understand-
ing of what it means to be a na-
tion united and the sacrifices

necessary to achieve it.
Despite the last 50 years of

rapid development, relative
peace and prosperity, Malay-
sia admittedly has a long way
to go before it can call itself a
nation united. There are those
who say that the peace that ex-
ists is fragile; that all it takes
is one major incident to reig-
nite the racial riots of 1969.
However, it is not fear of such
a tragedy that drives the quest
for ‘‘1 Malaysia.’’ Rather, it is
the knowledge that to achieve
this goal of being a nation unit-
ed and on a par with the global
community, Malaysia must
rely on its people — all of them
— and make full use of its hu-
man capital to achieve its po-
tential. Only when this occurs
can an achievement like Vi-
sion 2020 become a reality.

The assumption of office by
Dato’ Sri Najib Tun Razak
came as the world was facing
a difficult time. Developed
and developing countries
alike are in a state of financial
and economic disarray due to
the global economic and fi-
nancial crisis. The immediate
priority of Dato’ Sri Najib’s
administration therefore was
to provide a decisive response
to blunt the impact of the glob-
al economic downturn. To this
effect, Malaysia has put to-
gether two stimulus packages
amounting to 67 billion ring-
gits, or roughly 9 percent of
GDP, to be spent over two
years beginning 2009. These
financial packages com-
prised comprehensive mea-
sures aimed at easing the
hardships of affected individ-
uals and businesses, stimulat-
ing aggregate demand in the
short term and building the
long-term capacity of the
economy.

As of June this year, pro-
jects worth RM9 billion have
been awarded under the stim-
ulus packages, of which RM3.0
billion have been paid. Given
the stepped up progressive
payments to be made as these
projects are rolled out, the
government remains confi-
dent that this spending injec-
tion into the domestic econo-
my and the related multiplier
effects will help cushion the
impact of the sharp external

downturn, and set the stage
for economic recovery in the
second half of the year.

As for ties with Japan, Ma-
laysia continues to enjoy ex-
cellent relations with this
country, which has been a
strong supporter and partner
in Malaysia’s economic devel-
opment. The relationship at
the highest levels continues to
be excellent as evident from
the regular exchange of visits
at ministerial and senior offi-
cial levels. This active ex-
change has forged a close
working relationship between
the two governments.

The same can be said of the
private sectors. Despite the
global economic downturn,
Japan continues to maintain
its position among Malaysia’s
main trading partners, a key
source of foreign direct invest-
ment as well as an important
source of tourist arrivals.
Trade between Malaysia and
Japan, which consists of semi-
finished and finished prod-
ucts, chemicals and commodi-
ties, has demonstrated a high
level of resilience, maturity
and interdependence forged
over these many years of mu-
tually beneficial ties.

Bilateral trade between
Malaysia and Japan for the
past five years has recorded
continued growth. Exports es-
pecially have been trending
upward since the implementa-
tion of the Malaysia-Japan
Economic Partnership Agree-
ment (MJEPA) in 2006. For
2008 alone, overall trade with
Japan amounted to RM136.9
billion, a 13.4 percent increase
over 2007. This comprised ex-
ports to Japan valued at
RM71.8 billion and imports
from Japan worth RM65.1 bil-
lion — the first trade surplus
with Japan in the last two de-
cades.

As regards investment, Ja-
pan was the third-largest
source of foreign investments
in 2008, with investments of
RM5.6 billion in 63 projects. Of
the investments approved,
RM3.9 billion, or 69.6 percent,
were for 22 new projects while
RM1.7 billion, or 30.4 percent,
were for expansion/diversifi-
cation projects. Tourist arriv-
als from Japan continue their

upward trend with 433,462 ar-
rivals, a record high, com-
pared to 2007 arrivals of
367,567, recording an increase
of 17.9 percent.

As we celebrate 52 years of
independence, Malaysians ev-
erywhere should feel proud
that their country has
achieved tremendous eco-
nomic and social progress in
an environment of peace,
prosperity, and interracial
and interreligious harmony at
a time when instances to the
contrary all over the world are
not difficult to notice.

Finally, I wish to extend my
gratitude and appreciation to
The Japan Times for giving
me the opportunity to address
its esteemed readers who
have contributed to the pro-
motion of the ties of friendship
and cooperation between Ma-
laysia and Japan. I would also
like to express my sincere
thanks to the sponsors for
their generous contributions.

Backyard prison: A tent stands half-hidden Friday among bushes in the backyard of the home
where authorities say kidnap victim Jaycee Dugard lived with her two daughters. AP

Gun-ban fear sparks run on bullets
Los Angeles
LOS ANGELES TIMES

------------------------------------------

There is a bull market for bul-
lets. Stacks of ammunition,
once piled high at gun shops
across America, have dwin-
dled.

Prices paid by consumers
for much-sought-after Win-
chester .380-caliber handgun
bullets (a common name for
cartridges) have doubled. At
weekend gun shows, trailers
loaded with boxes of ammuni-
tion are drained within hours.

Police departments, which
can’t be caught short, have in-
creased their orders just to be
safe, and the U.S. military,
fighting two wars, has seen its
need for bullets quadruple in
recent years.

Industry officials say the
appetite for ammo in the Unit-
ed States is unprecedented.

Bullets are in demand as the
United States’ interest in fire-
arms has spiked. U.S. gun
sales are up in the aftermath
of the 2008 presidential elec-
tion, in which the National Ri-
fle Association poured mil-
lions of dollars into advertise-
ments portraying Barack
Obama as antigun and raising
fears that gun sales might be
restricted.

As a result, manufacturers
are running their plants
around the clock, seven days a
week. Guns and ammo are in
demand, but the bullets are in
short supply.

‘‘Nobody has ever seen this
kind of demand before,’’ said
Lawrence Keane, senior vice
president and general counsel
of the National Shooting
Sports Foundation Inc., which
represents the largest ammo
suppliers in America. ‘‘Right
now, the plants are operating
full-bore to get the product on
the shelf.’’

The foundation estimates

that there will be about 2 bil-
lion more American-made
bullets produced this year
over last year’s 7.5 billion. But
customers wouldn’t know it by
the lack of supply on the
shelves at local gun stores.

At the Los Angeles Gun
Club, a shooting range and
ammo store, customers are
limited to buying four boxes of
ammo per visit. This is some-
thing that owner Elias Yidon-
oy Jr. hasn’t done in the 20
years he has owned the club.
He doesn’t like the new policy,
but if he doesn’t enforce it, the
club would be out of bullets —
and out of business.

‘‘We can’t stock enough bul-
lets,’’ he said. ‘‘As soon as we
put them out, they’re gone.’’

New gun owners tend to buy
more ammo, Yidonoy said.
‘‘Most of the time they buy
more than they’ll ever need,’’
he said.

This poses a problem for
ammo manufacturers. They
can pencil in how the market
will play out for hunters,
range shooters, and other gun
owners. But when the market
began to boom, ammo became
harder to find and more ex-
pensive.

From January through Ju-
ly, gun sales increased 22 per-
cent over the same period.
Americans’ newfound passion
for arms can be traced back to
the last year’s political cam-
paign, said Peter Hamm,
communications director for
the Brady Campaign to Pre-
vent Gun Violence in Washing-
ton, D.C. The NRA raised

fears that Obama would ‘‘take
people’s guns away,’’ he said.

Hamm points to an NRA
Web site, GunBanObama.org,
as an example. Launched dur-
ing the 2008 campaign, the site
features the headline ‘‘Obama
would be the most antigun
president in American histo-
ry.’’

NRA spokeswoman Rachel
Parsons said the organization
paid several million dollars in
advertising. But, she added, it
didn’t take much coaxing for
Americans to be uneasy about
Obama’s gun stance. Many
were fearful that the Obama
administration would tighten
firearm regulations, Parsons
said. ‘‘People are always wor-
ried about more gun control,
and that’s what this adminis-
tration represents. Just look
at how many people went out
and bought guns and ammo
right after the election.’’

Although consumer de-
mand is a driving force behind
the shortage, the military has
eaten into the supply chain as
well.

U.S. military demand for
small arms ammunition has
almost quadrupled this de-
cade, increasing from 462 mil-
lion to 1.6 billion rounds. The
order used to be filled exclu-
sively by military-owned Lake
City Army Ammunition Plant
in Independence, Mo. But as
consumption grew, the mili-
tary turned to private contrac-
tors to fill demand.

As a result, there is less
brass, copper and lead avail-
able for the commercial mar-
ket and less ammo for gun
shop owners.

Due to increased demand,
sporting goods dealer Cheaper
Than Dirt was at one point
selling boxes of .380-caliber
handgun ammo for about $50
when they normally sell for
around $12.

Kidnap ordeal
likely to haunt
woman for years
Washington
AFP-JIJI, AP

------------------------------------------

Kidnapped as a young girl,
shut away from the world and
raped by a sexual predator by
whom she bore two children,
Jaycee Dugard could take
years to overcome her hellish
ordeal, experts say.

Her 18-year-long night-
mare, cloistered in the back-
yard of the couple who
snatched her from the street
outside her South Lake Tahoe
home when she was just 11,
will leave deep scars as she
struggles to re-adapt to nor-
mal life.

‘‘She will really need to be in
a trauma program and treat-
ed by specialists, and it will
take a long time,’’ said Alison
Walls, a clinical psychologist
and professor at the Universi-
ty of the Rockies in Colorado
Springs, Colo.

Kidnap experiences are ex-
tremely traumatic, and young
victims develop a variety of
strategies to cope.

‘‘One can’t overestimate the
impact of the loss of her whole
family,’ ’  said James
McCracken, a psychiatrist at
the University of California,
Los Angeles.

Being taken at such a young
age, Dugard would likely have
felt ‘‘as if her entire family has
died,’’ he said, although she
may also have found ‘‘little is-
lands of . .  . remembrance to
retain hope.’’

Dugard, now 29, likely used
mental dissociation to sur-
vive.

‘‘She may be dissociative,
meaning that she is kind of
spacey. She may not be in her
body mentally and emotional-
ly. She may have had to com-
pletely shut down in order to
survive,’’ Walls said. ‘‘That
would cause her to be in a sort
of robot mode, if you will, so
she can go through the day, be
there for the children and sur-
vive.’’

But she may also have de-
veloped Stockholm syndrome,
in which a captive begins to
sympathize with a kidnapper.

‘‘When someone is victim-
ized in that way, there is a
strange phenomenon that
takes place where they even-
tually identify with the perpe-
trator because they are depen-
dent on the perpetrator,’’ Wall
said. ‘‘She had to at least pre-
tend to make friends with the
perpetrator so that she would
be fed and able to survive . . .
(causing) her to feel like she
belongs there in some un-
healthy way.’’

Dugard’s stepfather, Carl
Probyn, said Jaycee and her
two daughters, 15, and 11,
were reunited with her mother
and half sister Friday, al-
though the youngsters were
nervous about being out
among crowds of people.

He said her two daughters
apparently were never told
she was kidnapped.

‘‘Jaycee has strong feelings
with this guy,’’ Probyn said.
‘‘She really feels it’s almost
like a marriage.’’

Probyn said Dugard now
feels guilty that during her

long captivity she became
close to her alleged kidnapper,
Phillip Garrido. ‘‘Jaycee feels
that she has real regrets for
bonding with this guy,’’ he
said.

Dugard was confined i  n a
makeshift prison of sheds and
tents in what police have de-
scribed as a ‘‘backyard within
a backyard’’ at Garrido’s
home in Antioch, around 80 km
east of San Francisco.

Hidden in the backyard of
his cinder lock house, behind a
fence, leafy trees and a tarp,
was a compound of weathered
tents, wood sheds and build-
ings. What looked like a messy
campground with mattresses,
small chairs, bikes, books,
piles of toys, a trampoline,
showers, an outhouse and
swing set was really a prison
for Dugard.

When Dugard resurfaced

last week — she called herself
Allissa — one daughter was 15,
the other 11, the same age Du-
gard was when she was head-
ing to catch a school bus and
instead was pulled screaming
into a Ford Granada and driv-
en 270 km from home.

Authorities say they do not
yet know whether Dugard ev-
er tried to escape or notify
anyone of her location. But she
apparently had chances to
flee; Garrido did a stint be-
hind bars during the time she
was held captive.

Probyn says Jaycee was a
mellow, easygoing girl who
never got mad at anyone. She
probably wouldn’t climb a
wall to escape.

Maybe, he says, that is why
she is alive today.

Experts said the accused
appears to be a rare kind of
sexual predator, as most such

criminals kill their victim
within 72 hours.

Gary Mears, a neurologist
at the University of the Rock-
ies who has evaluated hun-
dreds of sex offenders, de-
scribed Garrido as the type of
person who ‘‘pretends to be
normal’’ but can ‘‘keep their
victims in a place almost like a
dungeon and then carry on an-
other part of their life.’’

Questions also surround the
motives of Garrido’s wife,
Nancy, who is also in police
custody and has denied multi-
ple charges.

In some instances, the
wives of men such as Garrido
support them.

‘‘They actually might en-
courage the relationship be-
cause they don’t want to have
a relationship,’’ Mears said.
‘‘Their motivation is much
more curious.’’

Lifetime of service: Dato’ Sri Najib Tun Razak is sworn in as the sixth prime minister of
Malaysia in April. MALAYSIAN NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY

There will be about 2
billion more U.S.-made
bullets produced this
year over last year’s
7.5 billion bullets.

Aiming high: At a height of 452 meters, the Petronas Twin
Towers is among the world’s tallest buildings and a symbol of
Malaysia’s astounding economic growth.
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