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Mexico independence day

400 years of friendship and prosperity
Mexico, Japan mark the historic anniversary of first contacts with commitment to build future-oriented partnership
Felipe Calderó n Hinojosa
PRESIDENT OF MEXICO

------------------------------------------

This year, Mexico and Japan
celebrate 400 years since the
beginning of the friendship be-
tween their peoples. During
these four centuries, the two
countries systematically
strengthened their economic,
political and cultural ties
while they have forged a solid
friendship based on mutual
understanding and coopera-
tion. For this reason, on this
occasion it is an honor to talk
about the relevance of this an-

niversary in order to broaden
and deepen the ties between
our nations.
A promising encounter

This year’s celebrations are
inspired in a fascinating his-
torical episode: the shipwreck
on the shores of Onjuku, Chiba
Prefecture, of the galleon, San
Francisco, while attempting
to make the trip back from
Manila in the Philippines to
Acapulco, then the main Pa-
cific Ocean port of Mexico
(New Spain). Three hundred
and 17 survivors, among them
Rodrigo de Vivero — the for-

mer governor of the Philip-
pines — were rescued by local
people, who offered them shel-
ter, hospitality and trust. The
Japanese ruler of that time,
the shogun, Tokugawa Ieyasu,
provided the survivors with
the San Buenaventura, in
which they managed to get to
their home in New Spain one
year later, on Oct. 23, 1610.

The first encounter between
Mexicans and Japanese con-
stituted the seeds of our rela-
tionship that would bloom in
the following years. Through
the Treaty of Friendship,
Trade and Navigation sub-
scribed in 1888 the two coun-
tries consolidated their diplo-
matic relations, and initiated
the design of great maritime
communications projects and
the expansion of bilateral
trade. Later, the economic
partnership agreement
(EPA) between our countries
in 2005 confirmed our will in
building a mutually beneficial
association based on common
interests.
Festivities, commitment

This year, I am pleased to
act as honorary president of
the celebrations for the 400th
anniversary of the friendship
between Mexico and Japan, a
distinction also granted to His
Imperial Highness Crown
Prince Naruhito. Together,
we are encouraging a wide
program of activities whose
main objective is for each
country to deepen its under-
standing of the other, in hopes

of strengthening our links of
friendship.

These activities have un-
derlined the reciprocal re-
spect and admiration between
our nations, as well as their in-
terest in encouraging en-
riched scientific, cultural and
economic exchanges. Diverse
events have put Mexico in the
eyes of the Japanese during
this year. The recent visit of
the Mexican Navy’s training
ship, Cuauhté moc, to Yokoha-
ma, Tokyo and Onjuku re-
membered the historical mo-
ment that gave rise to the first
contacts between our peoples
four centuries ago.

This summer, the exhibi-
tion ‘‘Camino a la Moderni-
dad: Maestros de la Pintura
Mexicana del Siglo XX,’’ the
most important event of this
type in Japan in many years,
allowed the Japanese to ad-
mire the works of the main ex-
ponents of modern Mexican
painting, such as Frida Kahlo,

Diego Rivera and David Al-
faro Siqueiros, among others,
and in March, Tokyo was
touched by the artistic cre-
ations of people with Down
syndrome in our country, dis-
played in the successful exhi-
bition ‘‘Colors of the Wind.’’

It is an honor for me to re-
member that in July, leading
Mexican and Japanese ex-
perts in the archaeological
sites of Mexico underlined the
importance of the cultural leg-
acy of the ancient civilizations
of Mexico, and the current
state of important sites such
as Templo Mayor, Teotihua-
c án, Monte Albá n, Palenque,
La Quemada and Cholula.

Moreover, during this year
several talented Mexicans —
musicians, filmmakers, writ-
ers, plastic artists — visited
Japan to promote a broader
knowledge about our country,
and to expand cooperation op-
portunities between two na-
tions geographically separat-

ed but brought together in
their hearts.
Complementary economies

This April marked the fifth
anniversary of the entry into
force of the Mexico-Japan
EPA. In these years, bilater-
al trade has expanded, mar-
ket access has improved, the
supply of goods and services
for consumers in the two
countries has been diversi-
fied, and economies of scale
have been strengthened.

In spite of the economic
difficulties faced by the two
countries in recent times, be-
tween 2004 and 2008, two-way
trade increased 57 percent,
from $14 billion to nearly $22
billion. In this period, the an-
nounced investments by Jap-
anese companies surpassed
$4 billion, and an increasing
number of Mexican compa-

nies have opened representa-
tive offices in Japan.

Thanks to the EPA, Japan
can accede on better terms to
the market created by the
North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA). Mexi-
co, on the other side, has been
able to increase its exchang-
es with an old and reliable
partner such as Japan, and at
the same time boost its pres-
ence in Asia.

Today, the interests of Mex-
ico and Japan converge on
several topics. Both countries
support the success of the Do-
ha Round and reject economic
protectionism that could lead
to a serious economic depres-
sion. The governments of both
countries have encouraged
economic activity and have
implemented ambitious infra-
structure programs. In this

sense, Mexico’s National Pro-
gram of Infrastructure, which
foresees the amount of $253
billion for infrastructure pro-
jects for the period 2007-2012,
has drawn Japanese compa-
nies to participate in construc-
tion projects related to electri-
cal plants, suburban trains,
multimodal stations and
ports.

The continued visits to Ja-
pan by high-level government
officials and entrepreneurial
missions from Mexico this
year confirm our interest in
fostering businesses opportu-
nities between the two coun-
tries, as well as in joining forc-
es to find solutions to the seri-
ous challenges of the global
economic context.
Long-term strategic ties

The relationship between
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Chance encounter grows into centuries-old relationship
Hidenao Nakagawa
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-MEXICO PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP

FEDERATION

--------------------------------------------------------------

It is a great pleasure for me, as
president of the Japan-Mexico
Parliamentary Friendship
Federation, to express my
wholehearted congratulations
to the people of Mexico on the
199th anniversary of their
independence, and my
rejoicing for the 400th
anniversary of the friendly relations between
Japan and Mexico.

This is a very special year not only because of
the historical facts, but also because we can
confidently certify that Mexicans and Japanese
have fortified their economic, political and cultural
ties in a systematic and solid way while forging a
friendship based on trust, understanding and
cooperation.

During these 400 years, our relationship has
experienced diverse moments. That first
encounter, back in 1609, when the inhabitants of
Onjuku (formerly known as Iwawada) rescued the
crew of the galleon, the San Francisco, which
shipwrecked on its way to New Spain (current
Mexico), was the beginning of a genuine and
prosperous friendship that has brought growing
benefits and exchanges in all fields.

Today, our relationship is strong and
prosperous. Dialogue between diverse politicians

of the two countries is evident, as well as
cooperation and mutual understanding at the
multilateral level in topics ranging from climate
change, the global economic downturn and the
United Nations’ reform process, among others.

In the Diet we have always appreciated the
relationship with Mexico. Japan and Mexico have
similar distinctive elements. Some of them are the
original values and cultural expressions of their
peoples, as well as their incessant creative
impulse, talent and disposition for arduous work,
and desire to overcome the most adverse
conditions. All these elements make us feel
reciprocal sympathy and understanding.

The Japan-Mexico Parliamentary Friendship
Federation is a fundamental pillar of bilateral
relations. This year, the federation encouraged
parliamentary contacts between the two countries
and with no hesitation, contributed to the efforts of
the Mexican government in tackling the new strain
of influenza. We have also enthusiastically
supported events related to the commemoration
of the friendly bilateral ties this year in Japan. We
will keep furthering mutually beneficial exchanges
with our Mexicans friends.

In the context of 400 years of friendship, the two
governments acknowledge the relevance of the
bilateral relationship. Over these years, a wide
variety of people in the two countries have made
invaluable contributions to our relations. This
relationship will always be solid, dynamic and
motivated by shared interests. I am confident that
we will see our ties growing in the years ahead.

Special envoy: The Mexican Navy’s training ship,
Cuauhte ´moc, visited Japan in May and June this year as part
of the celebrations for the 400th anniversary of the first
contacts between the two nations.

President Felipe Calderó  n Hinojosa, honorary president of the
celebrations for the 400th anniversary of the first contacts
between Mexico and Japan
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Mexico independence day/world

Kremlin turns up pressure
ahead of Ukraine election
ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Philip P. Pan
Kiev
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

Five years after Ukraine de-
fied Russia and turned toward
the United States and Europe
in a peaceful, democratic rev-
olution, Moscow is poised for a
comeback in this former Sovi-
et republic.

The pro-Western president
who came to power as the hero
of the Orange Revolution is
struggling with single-digit
ratings just months before he
runs for re-election. The man
Russia backed in 2004 is lead-
ing the race to succeed him.
And the next-strongest candi-
date also appears acceptable
to the Kremlin.

But rather than sit out the
election, Russia has redoubled
its efforts to portray Ukraine as
a hostile neighbor, lodging a
barrage of complaints against
its policies and plunging rela-
tions between the two countries
to their lowest point since the
fall of the Soviet Union.

The vilification campaign
has puzzled and alarmed ana-
lysts here as well as in Wash-
ington and Moscow. Many say
Russia is trying to tilt the elec-
toral field even further in its
favor. But because that seems
unnecessary, some are also
asking whether Russian lead-
ers might be laying the
groundwork for a more seri-
ous confrontation with
Ukraine, just a year after a
brief war with another pro-
Western neighbor, Georgia.

‘‘Wars and conflicts begin
with discussion of them as an
option,’’ said Valeriy Chaly, a
foreign policy scholar at the
Razumkov Center, a research
institute in Kiev. ‘‘Now, for the
first time in years, the word
‘war’ is being used here, and it’s
not dismissed as impossible.’’

Eighteen years after the So-
viet Union’s collapse, Ukraini-
an independence still does not
sit well with many Russians —
and a sizable minority in
Ukraine — who feel strongly
about the country’s cultural and
historic ties to Russia. Rela-
tions have always been
strained, but they became espe-
cially rocky after the Orange
Revolution, when huge crowds
protesting election fraud and
autocratic rule rejected the
Russian-backed presidential
candidate and swept in a pro-
Western government.

The democratic uprising
worried Russia’s own authori-
tarians, and Ukraine’s subse-
quent push to join NATO
alarmed them further. Recrim-
inations between Moscow and
Kiev became almost routine
and culminated in a prolonged
standoff over natural gas deliv-
eries to Europe in the winter.

In recent weeks, though,
Russian officials have ratch-
eted up the rhetoric, accusing
Ukraine of sending troops to
Georgia last year to kill Rus-
sian soldiers and of disrupting
the operations of the Russian
fleet in the Ukrainian port of
Sevastopol. Russian Presi-
dent Dmitry Medvedev issued

a letter last month that de-
nounced his Ukrainian coun-
terpart, Viktor Yushchenko,
and read like a brief for war.

The letter cataloged more
than a dozen ‘‘anti-Russian’’
policies, including Ukraine’s
NATO bid, mistreatment of
Russian investors, limits on
the use of the Russian lan-
guage and efforts to promote a
version of history that says the
Soviet Union committed geno-
cide against Ukrainians in the
1930s.

I  n a somber video released
with the letter and staged with
warships floating in the Black
Sea behind him, Medvedev
said he would refrain from
sending a new ambassador to
Ukraine, adding that tensions
between the two countries had
‘‘hit unprecedented levels.’’

‘‘Basically, we’ve entered a
cold war,’’ said Oleksandr Tre-
tiakov, a parliamentary lead-
er in Yushchenko’s party who
argues that Russia is trying to
use its economic clout and con-
trol of the media to portray
Ukraine as a ‘‘failed state’’ and
unravel the Orange Revolu-
tion, which Moscow describes
as a U.S.-engineered coup.

Some say the Kremlin is
trying to distract its popula-
tion from problems at home;
polls show that Russians have
more negative attitudes to-
ward Ukraine than they do
even toward the United States.
But the message has resonat-

ed with many in Ukraine who
are nostalgic for the Soviet
era. Ukraine’s 46 million peo-
ple include 8 million ethnic
Russians concentrated in the
east and south.

A friendly government in
Ukraine is a strategic priority
for Russia. Ukrainian pipe-
lines carry Russian gas to Eu-
rope, and the Black Sea Fleet
is based in Sevastopol under a
deal that expires in 2017. But
there is also an emotional
bond, because both Russians
and Ukrainians trace their
history to a medieval kingdom
that was centered in Kiev.

Russian Prime Minister Vla-
dimir Putin once argued to
President George W. Bush that
Ukraine wasn’t a real country,
and speaking to reporters in
late May, he read approvingly
from the diaries of an imperial
general who referred to
Ukraine as ‘‘Little Russia.’’

Dmitri Trenin, director of
the Carnegie Moscow Center,
said the Kremlin cannot imag-
ine Russia as a great power
without Ukraine.

The debate among policy-
makers, he said, is between
moderates who want to pre-
vent Ukraine from joining
NATO and ensure that it con-
tinues delivering Russian gas,
and officials calling for a pro-
active strategy aimed at ‘‘soft
dominance’’ over the country.

EPA success evidence of

economic ties’ potential

Itaru Koeda
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-MEXICO ECONOMIC

COMMITTEE OF NIPPON KEIDANREN

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-Mexico
Economic Committee of
Nippon Keidan-
ren (Japan
Business Fed-
eration),  I
would like to ex-
press my best
wishes for the
health and
prosperity of
H.E. President Felipe Calde-
ro ´n Hinojosa, and the people of
the United Mexican States on
the occasion of the 199th anni-
versary of the independence of
Mexico.

This year Japan and Mexico
remember 400 years since their
first friendly encounter, when
the villagers of Onjuku town in
Chiba Prefecture rescued t h e
sailors of a Spanish ship that
wrecked off the coast on their
way to New Spain (current
Mexico). Since then, the bilat-
eral relationship has reached
unprecedented levels, being
characterized by frequent po-
litical dialogue, closer cultural
relations, increasing coopera-
tion in many technical and sci-
entific fields, and bigger eco-
nomic exchanges.

In the economic field, the
two countries have enjoyed
the benefits of the Japan-Mex-
ico Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA). The EPA

has had a positive effect on
both economies since our
trade has substantially in-
creased in real terms. A sub-
stantial number of Japanese
exports are used to produce fi-
nal products in Mexico that
are then exported to third
countries, which enhance the
competitiveness of the Mexi-
can economy. More than 350
Japanese companies are es-
tablished in Mexico and since
the EPA’s inception in 2005,
some of them have won public
bidding for energy-generation
plants and natural gas termi-
nals.

Japanese investment in
Mexico, which has reached
levels of around $1 billion per
year, has contributed to grad-
ually make Mexico a strategic
hub for industrial production,
trade and transportation be-
tween Asia and the Americas.
This investment is focused in
such areas as automotive and
auto parts, electric and elec-
tronics, energy generation
and the agricultural sector.

Mexico has become Japan’s
main supplier of agricultural
products like avocados, mel-
ons, lemons (limes), mangoes
and chickpeas, as well as blue
fin tuna. In recent years, beef
and pork, tequila, mescal and
fresh mango exports have no-
tably increased. It is signifi-
cant that more Mexican com-
panies have opened represen-
tative offices in Japan in
recent times.

The EPA’s results so far
clearly show that the trends in
our trade exchanges are in the
right direction, and there are
many opportunities to be ex-
ploited by the companies of
the two countries in new sec-
tors such as infrastructure,
tourism, clean energies and
aerospace. Although no coun-
try has been spared the effects
of the international financial
crisis, the fundamentals of our
economic relations remain
strong enough to face the cur-
rent global scenario.

Congratulations to Japa-
nese and Mexicans on this
long-awaited anniversary.
This is an opportunity to re-
member the fascinating histo-
ry linking our countries and to
continue an even more prom-
ising relationship for the bene-
fit of our people.

400 years
of friendship

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Mexico and Japan is charac-
terized by an intense political
dialogue, a strong economic
association and fluid cultural
relations. We also have com-
mon objectives in the bilater-
al and multilateral agenda,
such as the discussion of mea-
sures to address the interna-
tional financial crisis, global
warming and energy securi-
ty. Besides, we have impor-
tant coincidences within the
framework of influential
multilateral forums such as
the G-20, the dialogue be-
tween the G-8 and the G-5,
APEC and the U.N. Security
Council, in which both coun-
tries actively participate as
nonpermanent members.

The influenza A (H1N1)
outbreak that appeared this
year without a doubt was a
challenge that tested the ca-
pacity of the government of
Mexico to protect the health
and the lives of its citizens,
and of the inhabitants of our
planet. Thanks to the under-
standing and support of
friendly nations such as Ja-
pan, the government and peo-
ple of Mexico were able to put
the epidemic under control in
a brief period. Now the two
nations strongly encourage
the development of a vaccine
to prevent the spread of this
new disease.
Facing the future

In 2010, Mexico will cele-
brate the bicentennial of its
independence, presenting it-
self as a modern, solid demo-
cratic country of more than
110 million inhabitants with a
vast cultural heritage. It is
the world’s 13th-largest econ-
omy, and a relevant and re-
sponsible actor in the inter-
national arena.

Japan has acknowledged
the challenges and opportuni-
ties of the bilateral relation-
ship throughout these 400
years of contacts. Mexicans
are proud of our solid friend-
ship with the Japanese peo-

ple. I can proudly affirm that
this is an era of splendor and
rejoicing in the relations be-
tween Mexico and Japan.

Heated debate: Ukrainian lawmakers brawl in Parliament
during a debate in July 2005. As the former Soviet republic
struggles with a devastated economy and fears for the
stability of Russian gas supplies this winter, many Ukrainians
say it is time the 450-member legislature got serious. AP

Pre-poll forecast:
yet more chaos
ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Maria Danilova
Kiev
AP

------------------------------------------

The lawmaker strode through
Parliament, smiling politely
and clutching a chair — his con-
tribution to a barricade de-
signed to paralyze proceedings.

Fresh from summer vaca-
tion, lawmakers last week were
back to the shenanigans that
have made Ukraine’s Parlia-
ment a source of entertainment
and fodder for YouTube.

But as the former Soviet re-
public struggles with a devas-
tated economy and fears for the
stability of Russian gas sup-
plies this winter, many Ukrai-
nians say it’s time the 450-mem-
ber legislature got serious.

But all signs point to more
chaos as the Jan. 17 presiden-
tial election approaches.

The power structure that
emerged from the 2004 Orange
Revolution, the high point of
Ukraine’s struggle to banish So-
viet-era politics, is in disarray.

The heroes of the mass pro-
tests, President Viktor Yu-
shchenko and Prime Minister
Yulia Tymoshenko, have be-
come bitter enemies who don’t
talk to each other. The feud be-
tween these two Western-ori-
ented leaders has hurt their
popularity, and the man they
vanquished, Russian-favored
Viktor Yanukovych, now tops
the opinion polls.

Yushchenko’s poll rating,
on the other hand, has tumbled
below 5 percent.

Experts say it is too early to
pick a winner, and there is no
guarantee any outcome will
end the paralysis in Parliament
and usher in long-awaited re-
forms, such as rewriting the
constitution yet again.

Still, Ukraine’s vibrant, un-
predictable democracy is in
contrast to Russia and some of
the other former Soviet repub-
lics, where elections are cho-
reographed and government
opponents sidelined.

‘‘This is political competi-
tion really, not a crisis,’’ said
political analyst Ivan Lozowy.
‘‘The more, the merrier.’’

Few Ukrainians find much
to be merry about, however.

They have lost nearly half
their savings and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund expects
the economy to shrink by 14 per-
cent this year. To qualify for a
$16.4 billion IMF bailout loan,
the government will have to
make painful spending cuts.
And with the collapse of the na-
tional currency, the price of food
has nearly doubled.

In the past year, Parliament
has repeatedly been stymied by
chairs and beefy l a w m a k e r s
blocking access to the rostrum
to prevent the speaker from
starting a session. Proceedings
are halted when fist fights break
out or lawmakers vandalize the
chamber’s voting machinery.

Yushchenko called early
polls last October but the vote
was never held because Tymo-
shenko opposed it. Her party’s
lawmakers paralyzed Parlia-
ment, preventing passage of
necessary election legislation.

Frustrated Parliament
Speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn
sought to bring lawmakers i n
line Monday, ordering their pay
withheld until they stopped dis-
rupting proceedings.

Everyone would suffer the
penalty, he said angrily. ‘‘I am
not going to be compiling lists
and checking who is s t a n d i n g
near the rostrum . .  . and who is
lying down near the rostrum.’’

Now, all the candidates are
the people’s friend.

Tymoshenko has plastered
the capital with posters pro-
claiming: ‘‘They destroy. She
works.’’ Arseniy Yatsenyuk, the
reformist former Parliament
speaker who has emerged a
strong contender, has set up
green military-style tents in Ki-
ev, vowing war on corruption.

And Yanukovych has opened
a hot line, promising that his
staff will listen to every caller’s
complaint. His office says calls
are pouring in.

Elton John’s bid to adopt Ukraine boy blocked
Kiev AFP-JIJI

Elton John may be barred from adopting an
orphan from Ukraine because the former
Soviet republic’s law allows foreigners to
adopt only if they are married, officials said
Monday.

Sir Elton ‘‘does not have the right to do it
because there are certain obstacles which
cannot be overcome,’’ said Lyudmila Balym,
an official within Ukraine’s Ministry for Family.

She said Ukrainian law stipulates that
foreign adoptive parents must be married
couples and added that homosexual
marriage is not recognized in the country.

The British singer-songwriter married his
longtime partner, David Furnish, in
December 2005 in Britain, where same-sex
marriages are authorized.

Balym added that the age difference
between adoptive parents and the child must
not exceed 45 years under Ukrainian law. Sir
Elton, 62, and Furnish, 47, do not fulfill this
criterion either, she said.

Sir Elton revealed Saturday that he wanted
to adopt a 14-month-old boy he had met in a
Ukrainian orphanage, saying the youngster,
called Lev, had ‘‘stolen his heart.’’

John, visiting Ukraine with his AIDS
charity foundation, performed for children at

the orphanage, some of whose parents had
died of the disease.

He follows a long line of pop stars,
Hollywood celebrities and politicians seeking
to adopt a child — and he is not the first to
find his private life a problem.

Controversy surrounded fellow megastar
Madonna’s adoption of two children in Malawi.

Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt, Tom Cruise
and Nicole Kidman and other Hollywood
names have also made headlines by adding
orphans from impoverished countries to their
families.

Sir Elton’s adoption bid has already
sparked heated debate in the young boy’s
homeland, with some expressing shock at
the idea of giving the child to a gay couple.

‘‘They are going to destroy this child’s
life,’’ said Oleg, a 29-year-old serviceman
from the area of the orphanage who only
gave his first name.

‘‘They will make him camp, just like they
are. He is in all likelihood HIV-positive, the
best thing they could do is leave him to live
out the rest of his life in peace.’’

‘‘He will be seen as a pansy from the start
and will become one without doubt,’’ added
Igor, a 43-year-old journalist.

But others said the adoption could give

the youngster the chance of a better life.
‘‘Why not? At least the child will have a

normal life,’’ said Lyudmila Batikhina, a
medical assistant at the orphanage.

Historic marker: The commemorative obelisk stands on the spot of the first contacts between
Mexico and Japan 400 years ago in Onjuku, Chiba Prefecture.

Eighteen years after the
Soviet Union’s collapse,
the independence of
the Ukraine still does
not sit well with many
Russians.

Adoption bid blocked: Pop singer
Elton John kisses baby Lev during a
news conference at an orphanage for
HIV-positive children in the town of
Makeevka outside Donetsk, Ukraine,
on Saturday. AP
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