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Smelling corruption: A man wearing a rat costume holds a picture of former Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori during a
protest in downtown Lima on Wednesday. REUTERS

Americans fear insurers will refuse to pay out

Many betting health
coverage unneeded
New York
AP

------------------------------------------

Call it a health care gamble:
the decision by some people to
opt out of health insurance,
paying cash for routine care
while playing the odds that an
accident or catastrophic ill-
ness won’t plunge them into fi-
nancial ruin.

President Barack Obama’s
goal of requiring everyone to
carry health insurance has
drawn a great deal of skepti-
cism from this group. Many
pay far less for health care
than they would on premiums,
and doubt that insurance
would even cover them if they
needed it.

It is not known how many of
the nearly 50 million people in
the United States who don’t
have health insurance volun-
tarily go without coverage.
Researchers at the Kaiser
Family Foundation, which
studies the uninsured, said
most are young, generally
healthy adults who are self-
employed or are in relatively
low-wage jobs that do not offer
insurance coverage and don’t
pay enough for workers to af-
ford individual policies.

‘‘Income is key and most of
the uninsured have low in-
comes,’’ foundation research-
er Karyn Schwartz said. ‘‘If
you look at your budget and
think you can’t afford it or can
afford it if you eat only ramen
noodles, you may choose not to
get it.’’

All the health care plans
that have emerged from the
Democrat-controlled Con-
gress would require everyone
to have insurance, the way
drivers in nearly every state
must purchase auto insur-
ance. Proponents say that by

bringing everyone into the
system, medical risk is spread
over a broader population,
bringing costs down.

Those who opt out voluntari-
ly might have to pay a penalty.
Sen. Max Baucus, the Mon-
tana Democrat who drafted
the Senate Finance Commit-
tee’s plan, set the penalty at
$3,800 for a family but cut it to
$1,900 amid complaints that
the original level was too high.

Republicans have called the
insurance mandate a new tax
on the middle class. Obama
disputes that, saying that

whatever plan emerges from
Congress must offer subsidies
to lower income people that
will make coverage afford-
able.

In exchange for the require-
ment that everyone buys cov-
erage, Obama wants a guar-
antee from insurers that they
no longer will deny coverage
based on an individual’s health
or drop coverage when a per-
son gets sick. The insurance
industry has signaled it will
accept that tradeoff, but need
to convince skeptical consum-
ers that it actually means it.

Doubts about what insurers
will cover — coupled with the
exploding costs of premiums
— are what has driven some to
opt out and take their chances.

Krista Neher, who is start-
ing her own social media and

marketing venture, is one.
The 30-year-old from Cin-

cinnati recently left Proctor
and Gamble, where she was
covered by the company’s
health care plan. After re-
searching the costs of an indi-
vidual policy, she decided to
remain uninsured.

‘‘I want to have health cov-
erage, I think it’s important. It
bothers me that I could be hit
by a car,’’ Neher said. ‘‘But I
have really low confidence
that any insurance company
would even cover me in that
case, even after I paid all the
high premiums. It just seems
like a lose-lose situation.’’

Many people who go without
coverage have found that
health care providers often
will cut the price of a proce-
dure if they know they will be
paid in cash rather than
through insurance.

Jason Jepson, a self-
employed communications
consultant based in Southern
California, decided against
buying an individual policy he
said would have cost twice as
much as his $1,250 monthly
rent. He pays out of pocket for
all medical treatment, saving
money even after being treat-
ed for a broken ankle and se-
vere strep throat.

‘‘If you pay with cash, they
do give you a discount — it’s
the big secret of not having in-
surance,’’ Jepson, 35, said.

But Jepson said his lack of
insurance has meant lifestyle
adjustments, such as driving
less and staying off freeways
to avoid accidents. He says he
supports Obama’s require-
ment that everyone carry in-
surance if it can be made af-
fordable. ‘‘I would pay for it.
I’m just not sure it will really
cover everything,’’ he said.

Fujimori gets extra six-year sentence for graft
Lima
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Former Peruvian President
Alberto Fujimori, already
serving 25 years behind bars
for human rights violations,
was handed a new sentence on
Wednesday, this time getting
six years in prison for corrup-
tion.

Fujimori said he would ap-
peal the latest sentence the
minute it was read out. Prose-
cutor Jose Pelaez also said he
would appeal, calling the pun-
ishment was too lenient for the
crime, and that he, too, would
appeal.

Fujimori, 71, admitted to

bribing opposition lawmak-
ers; illegally purchasing a
media outlet; and wiretapping
politicians, journalists and
business people at the start of
his fourth and final trial earli-
er this week.

In Peru, however, multiple
prison sentences are served
consecutively.

Rather the person convict-
ed serves the longest sentence
— in Fujimori’s case the 25-
year sentence he received last
April. That has been appealed
but analysts see it as unlikely
to be reversed, and he faces
the potential of spending the
rest of his life behind bars.

The court, in the same po-

lice headquarters where Fuji-
mori is being held, separately
on Wednesday ordered the for-
mer president, who was in of-
fice from 1990 to 2000, to pay a
fine worth $8 million to the
state and $1 million to the 28
political leaders and journal-
ists that his regime targeted.

The corruption trial was the
last involving Fujimori, cap-
ping a spectacular fall from
power and degree of account-
ability not always achieved in
Peru, which has a long history
of corruption woes.

Wednesday’s sentence,
comes on top of Fujimori three
earlier convictions. In two pri-
or corruption cases, the ex-

president was sentenced to six
and seven years respectively.

Fujimori’s political down-
fall came in 2000. His security
chief, Vladimiro Montesinos,
was exposed in a video broad-
cast on television that ap-
peared to show him buying off
an opposition lawmaker. The
ensuing scandal forced Fuji-
mori to announce new elec-
tions in which he would not
take part.

Fujimori’s daughter Keiko
has a political career of her
own in Peru, and remains
deeply loyal to him. She is con-
sidering running for president
in 2011 and says if she wins,
she will pardon her father.

Empire State
Building China
lights draw ire

New York
AP

------------------------------------------

Red and yellow lights shone
from the top of the Empire
State Building at dusk
Wednesday, a tribute to com-
munist China’s 60th anniver-
sary that protesters labeled
‘‘blatant approval’’ of totali-
tarianism and criticized as in-
appropriate for an icon in the
land of the free.

The building is routinely lit
with different colors to mark
holidays and big events, but
opponents questioned whether
it’s right to commemorate a
sensitive political issue, par-
ticularly when China has such
a poor human rights record.

About 20 supporters of Ti-
bet, which China has ruled
since shortly after commu-
nists took over in 1949, protest-
ed outside the building during
a ceremonial lighting o  f a
scale model inside the lobby.
They chanted, ‘‘No to China’s
empire; free Tibet now.’’

Lhadon Tethong, executive
director of Students for a Free
Tibet, called the lighting ‘‘out-
right, blatant approval for a
communist totalitarian sys-
tem.’’

‘‘It’s a great public relations
coup for the Chinese state,’’
Tethong said as tourists
gawked at the protesters. ‘‘But
on the other hand, it’s sure to
backfire because the Ameri-
can public and the global pub-
lic will speak against it.’’

Chinese Consul General
Peng Keyu, who pulled the
switch on the glass-encased
model, said he was ‘‘honored
and delighted.’’

He said China’s reforms of
the past 30 years have led to
greater openness and ‘‘tre-
mendous change.’’

Journalist and blogger
Marc Masferrer questioned
legitimizing a government
that continues to repress its
citizens’ freedoms, including
their access to media and the
Internet.

Guinea national day

‘I want to have health
coverage . .  . but I have
really low confidence
that any insurance
company would even
cover me.’
SELF-EMPLOYED BUSINESSWOMAN

KRISTA NEHER

Economic growth: A paddy field in Forcariah, western Guinea EMBASSY OF GUINEA

Concrete aid: Kabada Primary School in Kankan Prefecture, Guinea, is part of Japan’s ODA
project for the construction of elementary schools.

Building a stable, self-sustaining democracy
Mohamed Lamine Toure
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY

AND PLENIPOTENTIARY

OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUINEA

------------------------------------------

On this happy occasion of the
51st anniversary of the inde-
pendence of my country, the
Republic of
Guinea, it is a
great pleasure
for me to ex-
tend my sincere
thanks to the
m a n a g e  m  e  n  t
and personnel
of The Japan
Times for allowing me to ad-
dress its many faithful read-
ers.

It is also a great pleasure
for me to extend through your
esteemed newspaper to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko,
the Imperial family, and the
Japanese government and
people, the friendly greetings
of the Guinean people and gov-
ernment, as well as the ex-
pression of their deep appreci-
ation for the assistance ex-
tended to Guinea by Japan.

With regard to this assis-
tance, we would like to cite
among others the strengthen-
ing of financial assistance in
the priority sectors of educa-
tion (construction of schools),
health, fisheries and potable
water.

You may remember that on
Dec. 23, 2008, following the
death of Gen. Lansana Conte,
president of the republic, the
Guinean armed forces took
power by creating a National
Council for Democracy and
Development (NCDD) direct-
ed by H.E. Capt. Mousa Dadis
Camara, president of the re-
public, head of state and com-
mander in chief of the armed
forces.

In order to assure a peace-
ful transition, a prime minis-
ter, head of government, was
named quickly, in the person
of Kabine Komara. A govern-

ment consisting of officers and
civil technocrats was formed
Jan. 13 this year.

It must be emphasized that
the action of the armed forces
was motivated by the grave
crisis that undermined Guin-
ean society and state institu-
tions. As corrective measures,
the NCDD and government de-
termined the following priori-
ty objectives:

* Restoration of the authori-
ty of the state

* Organization of democrat-
ic, free, equitable, transpar-
ent and credible elections
from now until the end of 2009

* Struggle against corrup-
tion, insecurity and impunity

* Raising moral standards
in the management of the
economy and public finances

* Struggle against the traf-
ficking, and consumption of
drugs and narcotics

* Struggle against banditry,

and other crimes and offenses
This salutary action

brought together political ac-
tors, trade unions, civil societ-
ies and religious faiths, and
led to the regional coordina-
tion of the country.

It is necessary to recognize
that beyond the prejudice in-
herent in the taking of power by
the army, the action of Decem-
ber 2008 took place without ei-
ther bloodshed or arrests.

In fact, the intervention of
the army created much hope
among the population, who
during many years looked des-
perately for an improvement
of their living standards
through better governance.
The objectives that the NCDD
endeavored to achieve corre-
spond to this expectation.
On the economic plane

As part of a campaign for
raising the moral standards of
economic life and public fi-

nances, an aggressive policy
of mobilizing customs and fis-
cal revenues was implement-
ed to cover the absence of ex-
ternal revenues. These ac-
tions were undertaken by
setting up an audit and sur-
veillance committee of strate-
gic sectors of the economy to
put an end to the waste and
corruption the country experi-
enced.
On the social plane

Without the improvement of
the living conditions of the
population, it is difficult to en-
visage a return to a stable de-
mocracy and constitutional
order. That is the reason why
the NCDD started a vast pro-
ject called ‘‘Water and Elec-
tricity Program for All’’ by in-
vesting the funds collected
through the audits, and the
voluntary contributions of
business operators and com-
panies.

Organization of elections
According to the new time-

table proposed by an ad hoc
joint committee and accepted
by the president of the NCDD,
the two rounds of the presiden-
tial election will be Jan. 31,
2010, and Feb. 14, 2010, and a
legislative election will be
held March 26.

There are grounds to con-
gratulate and salute the spirit,
and the exemplary quality of
the aid that Japan extends and
continues to extend to Guinea.
The political will of the Japa-
nese government to support
the Republic of Guinea as
much as possible took con-
crete form with a nonrefund-
able grant of ¥188.5 million

through the UNDP, which
manages support funds for the
electoral process in Guinea, to
support and assist the holding
of fair, transparent and peace-
ful elections, after extensive
consultations with the nation.
This assistance from the gov-
ernment of Japan will be used

to purchase the necessary ma-
terials (ballot boxes, fitting
isolators and voting desks).

It is also hoped that there
will be an increase in Japa-
nese public aid to develop-
ment in favor of my country
and also promotion of private
direct investment, a condition

sine qua non of a successful
and reciprocally advanta-
geous partnership.

In conclusion, I address my
congratulations to all my com-
patriots living in Japan, Aus-
tralia, the Philippines and the
Fiji islands, and I wish them a
happy anniversary.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


