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Gotcha: This satellite image taken Sept. 26, provided by
GeoEye, shows a facility under construction inside a
mountain about 30 km north-northeast of Qom, Iran. AP

Gordon Brown

Iran’s stalling may
frustrate inspectors
ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Paul Richter
Geneva
LOS ANGELES TIMES

------------------------------------------

Iran’s promise to admit in-
spectors to a secret nuclear
plant, though hailed as a ma-
jor step by U.S. officials and
their allies, may come too late
to glean key information about
the facility’s design and histo-
ry, experts and foreign gov-
ernment officials said Friday.

Allowing access within two
weeks of the announcement
would in effect give Iran near-
ly a month following its Sept.
21 acknowledgment of the
plant’s existence to obscure
evidence, they said.

David Albright, a former in-
ternational weapons inspector
and president of the Washing-
ton-based Institute for Science
and International Security,
said that it would probably
take Iran some time to conceal
activities. But ‘‘if you have a
month, you have the time,’’ he
said.

A European official who de-
clined to be identified said the
six world powers ‘‘did well’’ to
win Iran’s agreement to per-
mit access. But the official ac-
knowledged that swifter ac-
cess would have been better.

U.S. officials contended
that inspectors will be able to
gather essential information if
they are admitted within
about two weeks. But Albright
said faster is better. ‘‘There is
no reason it could not have
happened yesterday,’’ he said.
‘‘It should have.’’

Iranian officials pledged
Thursday during high-level in-

ternational talks near Geneva
to allow U.N. nuclear inspec-
tors access to the plant ‘‘within
the next couple of weeks,’’ EU
foreign policy chief Javier So-
lana said.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency, the U.N. nu-
clear watchdog, has stated
that inspectors need access to
facilities as soon as possible.

Mohamed ElBaradei, the
IAEA’s director general, com-
plained bitterly when inspec-
tors were unable to scrutinize
a suspected Syrian nuclear
plant until eight months after
it was destroyed in a Septem-
ber 2007 bombing raid by Isra-
el.

Iran has previously gone to
great lengths to conceal nucle-
ar activities.

Charles D. Ferguson, a non-
proliferation expert and for-
mer State Department official
now with the Council on For-
eign Relations, recalled that
when the so-called Lavizan
site on the outskirts of Tehran
came under suspicion as an
undeclared nuclear site in
2003, Iran delayed access. Ul-
timately, the Iranians razed
the building and covered it
with topsoil, satellite photos
have shown.

In the case of the new plant
near the holy city of Qom, Ira-
nian officials contend that
they did not violate their trea-
ty agreement because the fa-
cility was more than a year
from completion and rules did
not require them yet to notify
the IAEA.

Western officials contend
that under agreements in
force, Iran was required to no-
tify international authorities.

It is still uncertain when the
IAEA inspectors will be able
to tour the plant. U.S. and Eu-
ropean officials said ElBara-
dei was planning to go to Teh-
ran this weekend. But IAEA
officials said only that he in-
tends to visit Tehran soon.

The deal to give the IAEA
access was part of a three-part
agreement worked out by the

United States, Germany, Brit-
ain, France, China and Rus-
sia. Under the agreement,
Iran has agreed to discuss a
full range of nuclear issues
with the group and to convert
most of its stockpile of low-en-
riched uranium to medical iso-
topes, which will make the
material unavailable for
bomb making.

Going down, angry Brown runs afoul of Britain’s aggressive media

London
AFP-JIJI, AP

------------------------------------------

Prime Minister Gordon
Brown’s relations with Brit-
ain’s notoriously aggressive
media hit an all-time low last
week, recalling for some ob-
servers the way the press
abandoned one of his doomed
predecessors.

An angry Brown, facing
polls suggesting he has little or
no hope of winning elections
due by next June, repeatedly
showed his exasperation with
interviewers at his Labour
Party’s annual conference.

The tone was set on the first
day of the conference in Brigh-
ton, when Brown bristled at
being asked whether he was on
prescription painkillers, or go-
ing blind, by a senior BBC pre-
senter.

‘‘I think this is the sort of
questioning which is all too of-
ten entering the lexicon of
British politics,’’ he retorted
sharply to Andrew Marr, who

was conducting the big set-
piece interview as Labour’s
meeting started.

By the end of the week,
Brown pulled the earpiece out
and tried to leave while still on
camera in another interview,
at one point accusing his Sky
News questioner of sounding
like a ‘‘political propagan-
dist.’’

But the worst blow of the
conference season was the an-
nouncement by tabloid The
Sun, Britain’s biggest-selling
daily, that it was switching its
allegiance from Labour to the
opposition Conservatives.

Since 1970 The Sun, with a
daily circulation of 2.9 million,

has always supported the
eventual winner of every elec-
tion. It switched from the To-
ries to back Tony Blair when
he swept to power with his re-
branded New Labour in 1997.

Its decision to abandon La-
bour comes two years after
Brown succeeded Blair, in
what some have seen as a par-
allel with former Tory Prime
Minister John Major, who lost
the media’s support after suc-
ceeding Margaret Thatcher in
1990.

‘‘Like John Major before
him, he is now a leader at war
with those who report him,’’
said Benedict Brogan of the
conservative Daily Tele-
graph, saying The Sun move
‘‘marks the final collapse of re-
lations between New Labour
and the media.’’

On a personal level, journal-
ists complained about Brown’s
lack of charm in interviews,
and propensity totally to ig-
nore — even more blatantly
than most politicians — ques-

tions he did not want to an-
swer. The media were ready
to take revenge on the ‘‘spin
doctors’’ who had manipulated
them for so long.

‘‘The British media is a very
big kind of wolf pack. . .  . They
tend to have a very homoge-
neous view,’’ said Patrick
Dunleavy of the London
School of Economics.

‘‘They have uniformly writ-
ten off Gordon Brown, and uni-
formly written off the Labour
Party,’’ he added.

Brown on Saturday agreed
to take part in Britain’s first
televised debate among party
leaders.

Brown posted a letter on the
Labour Party’s Web site, say-
ing there should be a series of
debates on television and ra-
dio.

He had previously been re-
luctant to commit taking on
his two main political rivals in
U.S.-style debates even
though the leaders of the other
two main parties had agreed.

Scientists find
path to fountain
of youth: study
Washington
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

The fountain of youth may ex-
ist after all. A study released
Thursday shows that scien-
tists have discovered the
means to extend the life spans
of mice and primates.

The key to eternal — or at
least prolonged — youth lies in
genetic manipulation that
mimics the health benefits of
reducing calorie intake, sug-
gesting that aging and age-re-
lated diseases can be treated.

Scientists from the Institute
of Healthy Aging at University
College London (UCL) extend-
ed the life span of mice by up to
a fifth and reduced the num-
ber of age-related diseases af-
fecting the animals after they
genetically manipulated them
to block production of the S6
Kinase 1 (S6K1) protein.

Scientists have shown since
the 1930s that reducing the cal-
orie intake by 30 percent for
rats, mice and — in a more re-
cent finding — primates can
extend their life span by 40
percent and have health bene-
fits.

By blocking S6K1, which is
involved in the body’s re-
sponse to changes in food in-
take, similar benefits were ob-
tained without reducing food
intake, according to the study
published in the U.S. journal
Science.

The results corroborated
those of other recent studies.

‘‘Blocking the action of the
S6K1 protein helps prevent a
number of age-related condi-
tions in female mice,’’ ex-
plained UCL professor Domi-
nic Withers, the study’s lead
author.

‘‘The mice lived longer and
were leaner, more active and
generally healthier than the
control group. We added ‘life
to their years’ as well as ‘years
to their lives.’ ’’

The genetically altered fe-
male mice lived 20 percent
longer — living a total of 950
days — or over 160 days more
than their normal counter-
parts.

At age 600 days, the equiva-
lent of middle age in humans,
the altered female mice were
leaner, had stronger bones,
were protected from type 2 di-
abetes, performed better at
motor tasks and demonstrat-
ed better senses and cognition,
according to the study.

Their T-cells, a key compo-
nent of the immune system al-
so seemed more ‘‘youthful,’’
the researchers said, which
points to a slowing of the de-
clining immunity that usually
accompanies aging.

Male mice showed little dif-
ference in life span, although
they also demonstrated some
of the health benefits, includ-
ing less resistance to insulin
and healthier T-cells.

Researchers said that the
reasons for the differences be-
tween the two sexes were un-
clear.

‘‘We are suddenly much
closer to treatments for aging
than we thought,’’ said David
Gems of UCL’s Institute of
Healthy Aging, one of the au-
thors of the study, which was
primarily funded by the Well-
come Trust.

Other studies have also
found that blocking S6K1 in-
creased activity of a second
molecule, called AMPK,
which regulates energy levels

within cells.
AMPK, also known as a

master ‘‘fuel gauge,’’ is acti-
vated when cellular energy
levels fall, as takes place when
calorie intake is reduced.

Drugs, such as the widely
used metformin, that activate
AMPK are already being used
in human patients to treat type
2 diabetes.

Recent studies by Russian
scientists suggested that met-
formin can extend mice’s life
span.

Another drug, rapamycin,
was found to extend the life
span of mice, according to a
study published in the British
journal Nature.

As rapamycin is already
used in humans as an immuno-
suppressant — to prevent a pa-
tient from rejecting an organ
after transplant — it could not
be administered as an antiag-
ing drug in its current form.

But rapamycin blocks S6K1
activity and could thus extend
life span through its impact on
S6K1.

Seizing on the potential,
U.S. firm Sirtris Pharmaceu-
ticals uses resveratrol, a pow-
erful antioxidant found in red
wine, as well as other fruits
than raisin.

Sirtris scientists — have
found that resveratrol acti-
vates the production of sirtuin
proteins, which also unleash
the same physiological effects
as reducing calorie intake.

Sirtris has produced highly
concentrated doses of resver-
atrol and is currently leading
clinical trials with diabetes
patients and others suffering
from liver and colon cancer.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ohio woman beats fawn to death
Euclid Ohio AP

A woman accused of beating a baby deer to death with a shovel
after finding it in her flower garden has been sentenced to 80
hours of community service.

Seventy-six-year-old Dorothy Richardson of the Cleveland
suburb of Euclid pleaded no contest Thursday to one
misdemeanor count of animal abuse and was found guilty by a
judge who also ordered her to pay a $500 fine.

Richardson says she became frightened when she saw the
fawn in her garden on June 15 and had meant to shoo it away with
the shovel.

Drunk patients fare better: study
Los Angeles LOS ANGELES TIMES

Alcohol use can lead to accidents and impair the body’s ability to
recover from traumatic injury, some studies have shown, but it
also has been linked to shorter hospital stays and better
outcomes after such injuries.

So researchers at the Los Angeles Biomedical Research
Institute gathered data on the blood alcohol level of almost 8,000
trauma patients. It turns out that the drunken ones fared better.
Only about 1 percent of the intoxicated patients died, compared
with 7 percent of the sober ones.

More study is needed, concludes the paper in The American
Surgeon, as to what the protective mechanism might be.

Also worth noting is this point in the study’s discussion
section: ‘‘The mortality rate reported here is based on patients
who are actually brought to the hospital. . .  . It is certainly
possible that a higher proportion of those who died in the field
were intoxicated and were thus never transported to the
hospital.’’

Todd Palin resigns from oil job
AnchorageAlaska AP

The husband of former Republican vice presidential candidate
Sarah Palin has quit his oil field job on the North Slope.

Todd Palin’s resignation as a production operator for oil giant
BP PLC comes almost two months after his wife stepped down
as Alaska governor and shortly before the release of her highly
anticipated memoir in a deal rumored to be worth millions.

‘‘Todd loved his union job on the slope and hopes to return,’’
Meghan Stapleton, Sarah Palin’s personal spokeswoman, said
in an e-mail Friday. ‘‘For now, he is spending time with his
family.’’ The resignation was effective Sept. 18.

Todd Palin earned nearly $34,472 working part-time last year
for BP in Prudhoe Bay and about $51,679 in the family’s
commercial fishing business, according to state financial
disclosures. He also had $5,600 in snowmobile race winnings and
an undisclosed discount on snowmobiles from racing sponsor
Arctic Cat.

What the? Tourism group re-brands
MadisonWis. AP

A Wisconsin tourism lobbying group is changing its name after
realizing its initials formed a crude acronym.

The Wisconsin Tourism Federation group did a quiet
re-branding in July, changing its name to the Tourism
Federation of Wisconsin and updating its logo from WTF to TFW
after it was featured on Web sites and blogs poking fun at it. It
had no way of knowing 30 years ago that the letters would go on
to take on a crude association. The lead lobbyist for the group,
Chet Gerlach, said Wednesday that the federation made the
change after the meaning of the common text message lingo was
brought to their attention.

U.N. body defers Gaza report vote
Geneva REUTERS

The United Nations put off taking action Friday on a U.N. report
that accuses both Israel and Palestinian militants of war crimes
in the Gaza Strip, after U.S. pressure aimed at getting the peace
process back on track.

The move is an early result of the administration of U.S.
President Barack Obama’s engagement in the Human Rights
Council, which Washington joined in June.

The forum had been expected to adopt a resolution that would
have condemned Israel’s failure to cooperate with a U.N. war
crimes investigation led by Richard Goldstone and forwarded
his report to the Security Council.

Goldstone recommended that the Security Council refer the
matter to the International Criminal Court if the two sides fail to
conduct credible domestic investigations within six months.

Lesotho Prime Minister
Pakalitha MosisiliKing Letsie III of Lesotho

Lesotho independence day

‘We added ‘‘life to their
years’’ as well as ‘‘years
to their lives.’’ ’
PROFESSOR DOMINIC WITHERS

Unique opportunities await in Lesotho
Mokhele Likate
AMBASSADOR OF THE KINGDOM

OF LESOTHO

------------------------------------------

On this day, the 43rd anniver-
sary of the independence of
the Kingdom of
Lesotho, on be-
half of His Maj-
esty King Let-
sie III and the
people of the
Kingdom of Le-
sotho, I would
like to express
my sincerest gratitude to
Their Imperial Majesties Em-
peror Akihito and Empress
Michiko, and the people of Ja-
pan for the generous hospitali-
ty, friendship, support and co-
operation extended to the
Kingdom of Lesotho.

Our country, although
small, is unique: It is the only
independent state in the world
that is entirely 1,500 meters
above sea level. This is why it
is known as ‘‘The Mountain
Kingdom’’ or ‘‘The Kingdom in
the Sky.’’ These mountains are
the source of Lesotho’s abun-
dant natural resources and in-
comparable beauty. They also

help the 1.9 million people liv-
ing there to enjoy a very favor-
able and healthy climate.

Lesotho’s government is a
constitutional monarchy, one
of the three remaining monar-
chies on the African continent.
The prime minister (Pakali-
tha Mosisili) is head of the
government and has execu-
tive authority. The king is the
head of state and serves an im-
portant ceremonial function.
The monarchy no longer un-
dertakes any executive role
and does not actively partici-
pate in political initiatives.
This provides a politically sta-
ble democracy, and attractive
destination for tourism and
business. Lesotho is one of the
few countries with a constitu-
ency-based electoral system
that has adopted a legislated
quota (30 percent) for increas-
ing women’s participation in
politics.

In recent years, investors
worldwide have recognized
Lesotho as a target of econom-
ic opportunity, which is why
our country has business rela-
tionships based on mutual in-
terests, and not only aid and

charity.
One of Lesotho’s major nat-

ural resources is water, which
we often refer to as ‘‘The White
Gold of Lesotho.’’ 1986 marked
the start of the multibillion-
dollar Lesotho Highlands Wa-
ter Project, which contributes
greatly to Lesotho’s growing
economy. This 21-year project
is designed to capture, store
and transfer water from the
Senqu (Orange) River to
South Africa’s Gauteng prov-
ince. It generates about $41
million annually.

Diamonds of the highest
quality, large and small, are
being found in Lesotho. Let-
seng is one of the most produc-
tive mines in the country and
the best known. A 603-carat di-
amond, the ‘‘Lesotho Prom-
ise,’’ was found there in 2006. It
later sold for about $12.4 mil-
lion. In 2008, miners also found
the 500-carat ‘‘Letseng Lega-
cy.’’ Both diamonds are
among the world’s 20 largest
rough diamonds ever to be
found. Opportunities exist for
the establishment of diamond
cutting and polishing as down-
stream activities of the min-

ing industry.
The Mountain Kingdom is

also making great inroads in
the apparel and textile indus-
try. We have become the larg-
est exporter of garments to the
U.S. from sub-Saharan Africa.
This, a branding initiative to
make ‘‘Made in Lesotho’’ a
global trademark, fair and
ethical labor standards, and
stable government all help to
make Lesotho a country on the
rise, an African investment
destination of choice.

The mountains make Leso-
tho an exciting tourist destina-
tion where visitors can enjoy a
real and authentic African ex-
perience in a place that up-
holds a unique balance of the
old and the new.

There is so much to do.
Travelers can go pony trek-
king on a sure-footed Basotho
Pony in the early morning
breeze; take in the stunning
mountain landscapes and
scenery; or even laze around
and soak up the sun. There is
also fine dining from haute
cuisine to traditional African
fare. And no matter what you
do, there is always the oppor-

tunity to make new friends.
Lesotho offers a good choice

of accommodations, ranging
from sophisticated hotels and
casinos to lodges and bed-and-

breakfasts. With the new vil-
lage-stay accommodation
programs, guests can get a
taste of everyday life in The
Kingdom in the Sky.

Lesotho is a landlocked en-
clave located within the Re-
public of South Africa. This
makes it a potential destina-
tion for the 2010 FIFA World
Cup in South Africa. Any soc-
cer enthusiast will tell you that
an important key to winning
the World Cup lies in the selec-
tion of a camp where a team
will be based before and dur-
ing the tournament. The final
selection of such a base will ul-
timately be made in consider-
ation of all relevant factors
such as climate, environment
and transportation access.

With this in mind, we would
like to extend an invitation to
the Japanese national soccer
team to consider establishing
its camp here. Lesotho’s capi-
tal Maseru is located at an alti-

tude of 1,800 meters above sea
level, an ideal location for
high-altitude adjustment
when considering that South
African cities are located at
relatively high altitudes,
World Cup stadiums may be at
altitudes of around 1,000 me-
ters and that the finals will be
held in Johannesburg, a city
located at an altitude of 1,300
meters.

Once again, on this 43rd an-
niversary of the independence
of the Kingdom of Lesotho, on
behalf of King Letsie III and
the people of Lesotho, I would
like to sincerely express our
gratitude to all of our friends
here in Japan for your wonder-
ful cooperation and support.

‘‘Khotso, Pula, Nala (Peace,
Rain and Prosperity)’’
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