
The Japan Times PUBDATE: 11/3/2009 PAGE: 5 C M Y K OUTPUT TIME: 22:34:16

11/3/199 / / PT JTE/PG 5/ED 1

(4) THE JAPAN TIMES TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2009 5

world

Micronesia independence day

U.S., bowing to reality, backs Karzai
Afghan leader seen as best option
in light of nation’s ethnic divisions

ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Kabul
AP

------------------------------------------

Afghan President Hamid Kar-
zai’s leadership is weak, his
government corrupt and near-
ly a third of the votes he won in
the August election were
thrown out as fakes. But in the
end, the Obama administra-
tion is sticking by him because
it has few other good options.

Karzai is far from the strong
partner that Washington had
hoped would emerge from the
electoral process that it and
Western allies had pushed for in
Afghanistan. They hoped the
elections would stabilize the
country and bleed support from
the Taliban.

But the process ended Mon-
day, when Independent Elec-
tion Commission Chairman
Azizullah Lodin announced
Karzai the ultimate victor af-
ter his challenger, Abdullah
Abdullah, bowed out before a
scheduled runoff.

Now the U.S., barring other
developments, must find a
way to work with Karzai, who
was widely favored to win the
runoff anyway, and encourage

him to embrace supporters of
Abdullah and other groups op-
posed to the Taliban.

Unless such groups are
brought into the government,
the Taliban is likely to grow in
strength, capitalizing on wide-
spread public discontent with
the ineffectual government.

‘‘The government is more of a
headache for us than the Tali-
ban,’’ said Ahmed Shah Lumar,
a businessman in Kandahar,
who complains that develop-
ment plans in his area gather
dust waiting for approval.

Karzai enjoyed close ties
with former U.S. President
George W. Bush’s administra-
tion, which maneuvered him
into power when the Taliban
first collapsed in 2001.

But he fell out of favor when
President Barack Obama took
the White House. U.S. officials
have since been openly criti-
cal of Karzai as a weak leader,
beholden to warlords whom he
cultivated as allies.

Nevertheless, the Obama
administration clearly con-
cluded at some point that for
all his faults, Karzai was the
best it could get, given the eth-
nic and political realities of
the impoverished country.

‘‘We are going to deal with
the government that is there,’’
White House presidential ad-
viser David Axelrod said. ‘‘And
obviously there are issues we
need to discuss, such as reduc-
ing the high level of corruption.
These are issues we’ll take up
with President Karzai.’’

U.S. Secretary of State Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton said Sat-
urday that Abdullah’s decision
to quit the race will not under-
mine the legitimacy of a new
Karzai administration.

The runoff was called after
U.N.-backed auditors con-
firmed massive fraud on behalf
of Karzai in the first vote last
August. Abdullah accused Kar-
zai of using the resources of the
government, including the
Election Commission, to rig the
vote — although the auditors
never backed up that charge.

Clinton said when Karzai
accepted the runoff, ‘‘that be-
stowed legitimacy from that
moment forward.’’ She did not
mention that Karzai agreed to
the runoff only after strong
American pressure, including
marathon talks with Massa-
chusetts Sen. John Kerry.

Now the U.S. administra-
tion must deal for the next five
years with an Afghan leader
whom Obama once described
as suffering from a ‘‘bunker
mentality’’ and out of touch
with his own country.

‘‘We are fed up with this gov-
ernment,’’ said Kabul shopkeep-
er Shah Mohammad Husseini.
‘‘The situation is getting worse
and worse and worse. I want a
government that has the power
to implement laws and doesn’t
deal with warlords.’’

Nevertheless, the options
among Afghanistan’s pool of
potential leaders are limited.

Others such as Abdullah
carry ethnic or historical bag-
gage dating back to their roles
in the civil war that devastat-
ed the country in the 1990s and
led to the rise of the Taliban.

Abdullah, a former foreign
minister, is widely seen as the
candidate of the northern Ta-
jik community, which ac-
counts for about 15 percent of
Afghanistan’s people.

He was an ally of a late, leg-
endary warlord beloved by fel-
low Tajiks but despised by the
Pashtuns who are Afghanistan’s
majority — because of the war-
lord’s role in the civil war. Kar-
zai named a different former
Tajik warlord as his running
mate to draw off Tajik votes.

As for Pashtuns, Karzai, the
son of a Pashtun tribal chief, has
long held their support. That
ethnic group makes up more
than 40 percent of Afghanistan.

Pashtuns also form the over-
whelming majority of the Tali-
ban, and the U.S. hopes to lure
away moderate Taliban mem-

bers. That difficult task would
likely be impossible if Afghani-
stan was led by a Tajik.

‘‘If by chance Abdullah Ab-
dullah won a runoff, that’s the
makings of a civil war in the
country,’’ Thomas Johnson, di-
rector of culture and conflict
studies at the U.S. Naval Post-
graduate School, said in a re-
cent interview.

Meanwhile, Westernized Af-
ghans such as Ashraf Ghani,
who ran a distant fourth in Au-
gust, have the skills to run a gov-
ernment but lack popular sup-
port. And none of the other
Pashtuns in the race had the
stature of Karzai, who has effec-
tively been in power since 2001.

Some U.S. and U.N. offi-
cials have floated the idea of a
broad-based coalition or unity
government, bringing togeth-
er supporters of Karzai, Ab-
dullah and other public figures
to stand against the Taliban.

Karzai has expressed will-
ingness to name former oppo-
nents to his Cabinet, but has
resisted a formal coalition
with shared powers.

For many in Afghanistan,
the idea of a coalition govern-
ment brings back bitter mem-
ories of the civil war, when a
governing alliance of anti-So-
viet commanders fell apart,
triggering four years of fight-
ing among their factions that
destroyed much of Kabul.

Keeping the peace: A U.S. soldier from Stryker Brigade patrols a street in Arghandab district,
Kandahar Province, on Sunday. REUTERS

Partnership built on shared values, interests
John Fritz
AMBASSADOR OF THE FEDERATED STATES

OF MICRONESIA

------------------------------------------

I am grateful to The Japan
Times for enabling me
through these
columns to con-
vey the warm
greetings of my
g  o  v  e r n m e n t
and people to its
readers, and
o u r  m a n y
friends in Ja-
pan and throughout Asia, on
the 23rd anniversary of the in-
dependence of the Federated
States of Micronesia. While we
are celebrating an important
event in the young life of the
FSM, this celebration is also
our way of thanking our
friends and supporters for
their invaluable support and
assistance in promoting good
relations, and mutual under-
standing between our people.

In joining my fellow citi-
zens in commemorating our
independence, it is only fit-
ting that I do so by conveying
President Emanuel Mori’s
heartfelt felicitations to
Their Imperial Majesties
Emperor Akihito and Em-
press Michiko, and members
of the Imperial family. I
would like also to take this op-
portunity to express our
heartfelt congratulations to
the Emperor and Empress on
their 50th wedding anniver-
sary, and the 20th anniversa-
ry of the Emperor’s enthrone-
ment. We extend best wishes
for continued good health and
prosperity.

The FSM is a grouping of
607 small islands in the West-
ern Pacific lying just above
the equator. While the coun-
try’s total land area amounts
to only 700 sq. km, it occupies
more than 2.6 million sq. km
of the Pacific Ocean. The
FSM has full ownership of tu-
na stocks capable of a sus-
tainable yield of well over
100,000 tons each year.

The islands are blessed
with many indigenous, and
introduced birds and species.

The surrounding coral reefs
abound with tropical fish of
every description and color,
as well as marine turtles and
manta rays. The surrounding
oceans are home to several
large species of game fish
such as marlin, mahi-mahi,
tuna, barracuda, sailfish and
assorted bottom fish.

There is no denying that
my country has come a long
way. On the diplomatic front,
it has managed to accomplish
a great deal in a relatively
short period of time. Today,
the FSM has diplomatic rela-
tions with over 60 countries.
Indeed the FSM continues to
seek to establish relations
with other independent na-
tions in Asia and beyond. In
so doing, we are always guid-
ed and premised by the basic
principles embodied in the
preamble of our national con-
stitution: ‘‘We extend to all
nations what we seek from
each — Peace, Cooperation
and Love in our common hu-
manity.’’

People of the FSM take
great pride in their special
traditional link with the peo-
ple of Japan, which goes back
over a century. This presence
has naturally left a Japanese
heritage in the form of blood
relations, language and cul-
ture. However, this tradition-
al link is threatened, and cer-
tainly fading with the older
generations of Japanese and
Micronesians. We must re-
vive and nurture this special
link since we might be losing
an element that has brought
us together, and enriched us
for so long.

Gaining its independence
in 1986, the FSM has devel-
oped steadily. Our people en-
joy a stable and peaceful life.
The FSM’s foreign policy is
based on the solid foundation
of promoting world peace and
stability. This is an objective
we share with our friends in
Japan.

The bilateral relationship
between the FSM and Japan
marks its 21st anniversary
this year, and it is distinctive-

ly built on common values
and shared interests. It has
proven to be a model for
bridging the gap between our
peoples and cultures. This re-
lationship has witnessed im-
portant developments since
establishment in 1988.

Our relations, once con-
fined to fisheries, have
strengthened and expanded
to diversified ties over an ex-
tensive range of technologi-
cal cooperation, human re-
source development, cultural
exchanges, sports, and so
forth. The last 21 years are
full of events of mutual assis-
tance, cooperation and ex-
changes between our two
countries. The relationship
has dynamically developed
during this short period and
there is much that we have
achieved together, therefore
we have reason to be proud of
and celebrate our achieve-
ments.

My country is grateful to
Japan for its assistance,
which has contributed posi-
tively to the FSM’s economic
development efforts. In the
course of the past years, we
have seen increasing ex-
change visits by respective
high-ranking officials and po-
litical leaders. I am pleased
to acknowledge that relations
between our two govern-

ments have grown and ex-
panded with greater coopera-
tion and good will. We also
have seen growing interac-
tions at local and grass-root
levels, including youth and
student exchange programs
between our two countries.

With these past and on-go-
ing interactions, we strongly
believe these activities dem-
onstrate that the historic
partnership of the FSM and
Japan continues to be vibrant
and extremely beneficial. Ja-
pan is one of the major donor
countries to the FSM. We sin-
cerely appreciate and wel-
come Japan’s support in pro-
viding much-needed grant
aid and technical assistance.
These assistance schemes
make it possible for my gov-
ernment to acquire road con-
struction equipment, fishing
boats, ports and refrigera-
tion facilities, and other sup-
plies and equipment critical
and crucial to our economic
development efforts.

We also appreciate the
government of Japan’s assis-
tance, through its ODA pro-
gram, for the extension of the
international airport in the
state of Pohnpei, where the
National Capitol is seated,
which is expected to be com-
pleted in 2011. This is an im-
portant project because it
will open up the window of op-
portunities for foreign inves-
tors, and enhance the trans-
portation network between
the FSM and Japan, and the
rest of the world.

The FSM always considers

Japan and its people among
its close friends and strong
supporters. It has consistent-
ly backed Japan’s candidacy
for important posts at the
United Nations, including the
Security Council, and other
international organizations.
Both our countries have col-
laborated closely on issues of
importance to the region
through the Pacific Island
Forum and the Pacific Island
Leaders Meeting (PALM),
an important partnership to
regional cooperation and as-
sistance.

In addition, our public and
private sectors continue to
explore together new ways to
take optimal advantage of
the FSM’s unique set of re-
sources. We encourage and
welcome additional invest-
ments in the FSM by Japa-
nese firms to complement the
commendable efforts by the
Japanese government.

Foreign investors, includ-
ing Japanese, are welcome
partners, be it a shore-side
processing facility, opera-
tion of fishing vessels or con-
struction of cottages for lei-
sure travelers. Our hopes to-
ward Japan are high with
strong encouragement that
the strengthening of a solid
foundation for our expanded
future relations is only a mat-
ter of course.

The FSM is opening its
door for tourists with our tra-
ditional hospitality so that
discerning visitors can enjoy
the beautiful, safe and com-
fortable haven for rest, rec-

reation and relaxation. We
encourage visitors who seek
and appreciate the beauty of
the islands while keeping in-
tact the unique cultures, and
natural beauty of the land
and seas.

In closing, I would like to
reiterate on behalf of the peo-
ple of the FSM our heartfelt
respect for the Imperial fam-
ily, the government and
friendly people of Japan.

Let me also recognize all

the FSM residents of Japan,
who contribute so much with
their work to the knowledge
and images of the FSM. I
thank you all sincerely and
wish you a very pleasant In-
dependence Day.

President Emanuel Mori

Island paradise: Micronesia offers visitors a beautiful, safe and comfortable haven for rest,
recreation and relaxation. FSM VISITORS BOARD


