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Guenter Schabowski

Kohl’s dream of a united Europe remains unfulfilled
Resistance by Britain, France
hampers effect of Lisbon Treaty

ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Paul Taylor
Paris
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Twenty years after the fall of
the Berlin Wall, Helmut Kohl’s
dream of a united Germany
leading to a politically united
Europe remains unfinished
business.

It is set to stay that way
despite the expected entry into
force of the European Union’s
Lisbon Treaty in the near
future.

German unification trig-
gered possibly the last great
leap forward in European in-
tegration, with the landmark
agreement in Maastricht in
1991 to establish an economic
and monetary union with a sin-
gle currency and a common
foreign and security policy.

Resistance by Euroskeptic-
al Britain and reluctance by
France to share more sover-
eignty prevented the EU mov-
ing any further toward Kohl’s
dream of a full political union
akin to Germany’s own federal
system of governance.

After Maastricht, the wid-
ening of Europe to embrace
new members from the for-
mer Soviet bloc took prece-
dence over deeper integra-
tion. The bloc has grown from
12 to 27 nations spanning most
of the continent.

As communist rule crum-
bled around Eastern Europe
in 1989, Kohl, then chancellor
of West Germany, sought to
ease his neighbors’ acute anxi-
eties over the scramble for re-
unification by embedding it in
a wider process of European
unity.

I  n a landmark speech to
Parliament in Bonn on Nov.
28, 1989, setting out a 10-point
plan for German unity, Kohl
declared: ‘‘Opportunities are

opening to overcome the divi-
sion of Europe and hence also
of our fatherland.’’

Kohl wanted to bind the
new Germany into a united
Europe and NATO to prevent
any resurgence of national-
ism. He argued that an eco-
nomic and monetary union
would be unbalanced and a
patchwork unless Europe
achieved a political union at
the same time.

Kohl was the last German
leader to proclaim the ideal of
a United States of Europe — a
vision now confined to a hand-
ful of federalists such as for-
mer Belgian Prime Minister
Guy Verhofstadt. His succes-
sors, Gerhard Schroeder and
Angela Merkel, have been less

enthusiastic about the EU,
and more willing than Kohl to
stand up for German national
interests.

Recently opened archives
show then British Prime Min-
ister Margaret Thatcher and
French President Francois
Mitterrand were more con-
cerned to slow the pace of Ger-
man unification than to jump
on the train and ride it to Euro-
pean unity.

They were irritated when
the president of the European
C o m m i s s i o n ,  J a c q u e s
Delors, supported the idea of
allowing a democratic East
Germany to join the Europe-
an Community.

Thatcher, who feared the
return of an aggressive Ger-

many, was locked in a domes-
tic struggle over her hostility
to European integration that
culminated in her forced res-
ignation in December 1990.

After initial diplomatic mis-
steps, Mitterrand concluded
that his best course was to em-
brace German unity and use
the historic opportunity to es-
cape the dominance of the
deutsche mark by advancing
plans for a common currency.

But the French leader nev-
er seriously entertained
Kohl’s ideas of taking foreign
policy decisions by majority
vote, nor granting the Euro-
pean Parliament sweeping
legislative powers and over-
sight. His foreign minister,
Roland Dumas, said Mitter-

rand’s instructions to him for
the Maastricht Treaty negoti-
ations were to concede as lit-
tle power as possible to the
EU assembly.

The Maastricht Treaty
prompted a backlash against
‘‘rule from Brussels’’ causing
referendum defeats in several
countries that have blighted
efforts to reform EU institu-
tions to this day.

The Lisbon Treaty includes
steps toward closer political
union such as the creation of a
powerful foreign policy chief
with an EU diplomatic service
and a multibillion-euro budget.
But member states will keep
their veto over decisions on for-
eign and defense policy as well
as taxation and the EU budget.

The treaty also establishes
a long-term president of the
European Council of EU lead-
ers and a streamlined deci-
sion-making system giving
greater weight to population
size — a concession to Germa-
ny that France fought to pre-
vent as recently as 2000.

The European Parliament
will have codecision power
over a wider range of EU
legislation.

But the EU remains a long
way from Kohl’s original fed-
eral vision.

Indeed, Germany’s own
constitutional court appeared
to draw the line against any
substantial further European
integration in a ruling on the
Lisbon Treaty this year.

Sarkozy
accused
of tall tale
Paris
AP

------------------------------------------

Where was Nicolas Sarkozy
when the Berlin Wall fell?

The French president sug-
gests — in a casual post on his
Facebook page — that he was
at Checkpoint Charlie, chip-
ping away at the Cold War with
a pickax alongside throngs of
Berliners on Nov. 9, 1989.

French journalists aren’t so
sure. They question his ac-
count of the epochal event and
suggest he only went a day or
even a week later. They are
asking why Sarkozy didn’t
speak of it earlier, posting his
account only Sunday, the night
before leaving for Berlin to
mark Monday’s 20th anniver-
sary of the wall’s demise with
other world leaders.

French media Monday ob-
sessed about Sarkozy’s where-
abouts in 1989. The debate
threatened to overshadow a
costly concert and light show
in Paris on Monday night cele-
brating the anniversary.

Beyond the dithering over
dates, the affair renewed criti-
cism of a leader critics say is
untouchable even when he
makes mistakes, and oft-
dubbed an ‘‘omnipresident’’
for dominating French poli-
tics and media.

The Facebook post is enti-
tled ‘‘Memories of the fall of
the Berlin Wall, Nov. 9, 1989’’
and is topped by a picture of
Sarkozy chipping into a graf-
fiti-covered wall.

At the time, Sarkozy was a
34-year-old top official in the
conservative RPR party, serv-
ing under Alain Juppe, who lat-
er became prime minister.

‘‘The morning of Nov. 9, we
were interested by informa-
tion coming from Berlin,
seeming to announce a change
in Germany’s divided capital.
Alain Juppe and I decided to
leave Paris to participate in
the event that was shaping
up,’’ the Facebook post says.

Alain Auffray of the left-
leaning daily Liberation, who

reported from Berlin that day,
says Sarkozy couldn’t have ar-
rived so quickly, because the
events unfolded late in the day
on Nov. 9.

‘‘No one knew that morning
what would happen,’’ he said
Monday. The press confer-
ence that opened the border
was in the evening, and the
crowds began arriving well af-
ter nightfall.

Auffray suggested the dates
were fudged and that Sarkozy
was there a few days later.

‘‘For me it’s not an illustra-

tion of a megalomaniacal
president, but of the pressure
on his aides to tell nice stories’’
about the president, he said.

Conservative French daily
Le Figaro published archived
articles showing that Juppe
was at an event in rural
France — far from Checkpoint
Charlie — on Nov. 9 and that
he went to Berlin on Nov. 16.

German newspaper Web
sites Monday questioned a ‘‘PR
legend’’ and a ‘‘dubious sound-
ing story about the Berlin Wall.’’

‘‘Is Nicolas Sarkozy rewrit-

ing history?’’ asked the Web
site of French newsmagazine
Le Point.

A former finance minister
called Sarkozy’s claim ‘‘a joke,’’
according to Le Point. Alain
Madelin was reported to have
seen Sarkozy at the wall, but in-
sisted he wasn’t there Nov. 9.

Sarkozy’s then-boss, Juppe,
has waffled. He has said the
Berlin jaunt was the 10th or
11th, or the 16th, or that he
couldn’t remember. Finally,
in a blog post Monday, he set-
tled on Nov. 9.

Berlin Wall’s fall intended
to ‘save’ East Germany
Berlin
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

The Berlin Wall fell on the
night of Nov. 9, 1989, because
of a hasty press announce-
ment by an East German offi-
cial who had hoped the mea-
sure would ‘‘save’’ the commu-
nist regime.

‘‘I wouldn’t say I was a hero
who opened the border — truth
be told, I acted to try to save
the GDR’’ (German Demo-
cratic Republic), said Guen-
ter Schabowski, now 80, refer-
ring to communist East Ger-
many as it was officially
known.

It was nearly 7 p.m. on Nov.
9 when Schabowski, at the
time spokesman of the central
committee of the ruling com-
munist party, pulled a sheet of
paper from his pocket and
read out a decree stating that
visas would be freely granted
to those wanting to travel out-
side or leave the country.

‘‘As of when?’’ asked an Ital-
ian journalist.

Schabowski hesitated and
then improvised: ‘‘As far as I
know . .  . as of now.’’

The news conference was
carried live by television net-
works and within minutes
news bulletins were proclaim-
ing that ‘‘The wall has fallen.’’

Thousands of East Berli-
ners started streaming to-
ward checkpoints leading to
West Berlin, where baffled
East German border guards,
unsure what to do, kept tele-
phoning for instructions.

Eventually, as the crowds
grew ever larger, one barrier
went up and bewildered East
Berliners, who had been un-
able to cross freely for 28
years, staggered into the West.

But that had not been Scha-
bowski’s intention.

‘‘On Nov. 9, I was still a com-
mitted communist,’’ he told re-
porters 20 years on.

‘‘The opening of the wall
wasn’t a humanitarian, but a
tactical decision taken be-
cause of popular pressure,’’ he
said.

‘‘The very existence of the
GDR was at stake. Some 300 to
500 people were fleeing abroad
each day (by way of Czecho-
slovakia and Hungary). We
were bleeding. We had to do
something to regain populari-
ty,’’ he said.

The wall’s opening was pre-
ceded by a Politburo decision
on Oct. 17 to oust the regime’s

aging leader, Erich Honecker,
Schabowski recalled.

‘‘Normally, in a communist
party, you don’t topple the sec-
retary general — a secretary
general leaves office or dies,
but he isn’t toppled,’’ he said.

Because of pressure creat-
ed by mass public demonstra-
tions, ‘‘the Politburo then
asked the government to pre-
pare a law allowing for free-
dom to travel.’’

Within weeks the bill was
ready and news of it was an-
nounced on Nov. 6.

But one sentence was badly
phrased and suggested that a
new body would be set up to de-
liver the visas, prompting new
outcries, Schabowski said.

‘‘We couldn’t believe it.
We’d taken the most incredi-
ble of decisions to open the
border and it was greeted by
mass demonstrations! It was
pure Kafka,’’ he said.

We had to fix that straight
away with a ‘‘governmental
decree.’’

The text of the decree was
agreed by the council of minis-
ters on the morning of Nov. 9.
Schabowski grabbed the text
and put it in his pocket.

The aim was to ‘‘announce
that as late as possible during
the press conference to avoid
questions,’’ he said.

But there was no holding
back the tide once the news
broke.

‘‘On Nov. 9, the whole thing
could have finished in a blood-
bath. We were very lucky,’’ he
said.

Poland independence day

Remember when?: German Chancellor Angela Merkel talks to British Prime Minister Gordon Brown (left) and French President
Nicolas Sarkozy in Berlin on Monday during celebrations to mark the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall. REUTERS

Poland and Japan mark 90 years of diplomatic ties
Jadwiga Rodowicz
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC

OF POLAND

------------------------------------------

It is my profound privilege
and great pleasure to address
the readers of
The Japan
Times on the
occasion of the
Independenc e
Day of the Re-
public of Po-
land. I would
like to extend
respectfully greetings to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko,
the Imperial family, the gov-
ernment and the Japanese na-
tion. The occasion also pro-
vides me with a special oppor-
tunity to extend my best
wishes to Polish citizens resid-
ing in Japan.

Poland regained its inde-
pendence and freedom in 1918.
Soon after World War I, a  s a
result of the Paris Peace Con-
ference, in March 1919, Japan
became the fifth country to
recognize independent Poland
and diplomatic relations were
established.

This year marks the 90th an-
niversary of the establish-
ment of those relations. On
this occasion, concerts, sym-
posiums and exhibitions are
being held in both countries,
and March 23 congratulatory
letters from the prime minis-

ters and foreign ministers of
both countries were ex-
changed in Warsaw and Ja-
pan. In February, the Nation-
al Philharmonic in Warsaw
was the venue of a concert of
traditional Japanese music by
the Yo-Soro ensemble. It inau-
gurated a cycle of events in
Poland while in May in Japan,
a special concert by Sinfonia
Varsovia, which included
works by Polish and Japanese
composers, commemorated
the anniversary.

2009, a year of momentous
anniversaries — 20 years
since the ‘‘Autumn of Na-
tions,’’ as the 1989 democratic
changes in Central Europe,
which began in Poland, were
called; 10 years since Poland
joined NATO; and five years
since Poland joined the Euro-
pean Union — is coming t  o a
close.

Poland certainly does not
stand on the sidelines of histor-
ical events. It has benefited
from them and shaped them
as well. If it had not been for
the Solidarity movement, the
1989 Round-table Talks, the
first partially free parliamen-
tary election in the Soviet bloc
and the first noncommunist
government in the Soviet
sphere of influence, history
would have taken a different
course.

This year has witnessed yet
another important anniversa-

ry, a tragic one — the 70th an-
niversary of the outbreak of
World War II. On Sept. 1, 1939,
Poland was invaded by Ger-
many and on Sept. 17, Soviet
troops crossed Poland’s east-
ern border. Globally and from
the Polish perspective, we are
dealing with a road from the
past to the future, with a series
of milestones along the way.

Today relations between
Poland and Japan have been
developing with the support of
numerous exchanges of citi-
zens based on the spirit of good
will and friendship. As part-
ners sharing common values,
both countries cooperate
closely in various fields such
as politics, economy and cul-
ture, and at the same time
deepen cooperation on global
issues such as the environ-
ment, climate change and de-
velopment cooperation. We
are glad that Japan’s place is
becoming increasingly promi-
nent in Polish foreign policy.

As ambassador of Poland, I
welcome the growing intensi-
ty of political contacts be-
tween our countries in recent
years. Let me recall that last
December Lech Kaczynski,
president of the Republic of
Poland, visited Japan and Pol-
ish minister of foreign affairs,
Radoslaw Sikorski, paid a vis-
it to Japan earlier in October.

2009 has been particularly
fruitful in the events strength-

ening economic relations be-
tween Poland and Japan.

In March, the Polish minis-
ter of agriculture and rural de-
velopment, Marek Sawicki,
visited Japan with a group of
Polish food industry compa-
nies to promote cooperation
between Poland and Japan in
the field of agriculture. At the
same time, former president
of the Republic of Poland,
Lech Walesa, visited Tokyo,
and had a chance to promote
international solidarity and
democracy. Representatives
of the Polish capital market,
with the minister of Treasury,
Aleksander Grad, as head of
the delegation and president
of the Warsaw Stock Ex-
change, Ludwik Sobolewski,
promoted Polish privatization
projects and business opportu-
nities provided by the Polish
capital market among Japa-
nese companies in April.

In spring 2009, representa-
tives of the Polish Ministry of
Economy, accompanied by a
group of 30 representatives of
the energy industry, initiated
dialogue between Polish and
Japanese business and admin-
istration in the field of coal and
nuclear energy. It is highly
possible this dialogue will re-
sult in the conclusion of some
cooperation accords soon. In
the meantime, Japanese com-
panies investigated invest-
ment opportunities in Poland

during a business mission or-
ganized by the International
Friendship Exchange Council
(FEC) at the beginning of Oc-
tober. The next business mis-
sion to Poland, coal energy
oriented, has been scheduled
by METI and JCOAL for De-
cember.

Also, a joint declaration on
emissions trading signed by
Poland and Japan in October
2008 paved the way for cooper-
ation between both countries
in the scope of flexible mecha-
nisms established under the
Kyoto Protocol. The adoption
of domestic rules on emissions
trading by the Polish Parlia-
ment in summer 2009 opened
new prospects for further co-
operation with Japan in this
field. In October, during his
visit to Japan, the Polish min-
ister of environment, Maciej
Nowicki, discussed opportuni-
ties for such cooperation with
representatives of Japanese
business and administration.

Despite the poor perfor-
mance of the global economy,
Poland is one of the few devel-
oped countries that will regis-
ter positive growth in 2009.
The high credibility of the Pol-
ish economy allowed the gov-
ernment to make another
(11th) placement of Samurai
Bonds on the Japanese market
in late October this year.

Development of coopera-
tion in the field of modern

technologies will be one of the
main topics discussed during
intergovernmental consulta-
tions on science and technolo-
gy scheduled for Dec. 10 and 11
in Tokyo. During the meeting
the new agreement on cooper-
ation in science and technolo-
gy is expected to be signed. Al-
so, the ‘‘Science Forum: Po-
land-Japan 2009’’ will be
organized as a side event to
the consultations, with the aim
to provide a platform for coop-
eration between Polish and
Japanese universities.

The 90th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic
relations between Poland
and Japan was an excellent
occasion to look at bilateral
economic, cultural and tour-
ism relations from a new, re-
gional perspective. This Oc-
tober, the Embassy of the Re-
public of Poland in Japan in
cooperation with local part-
ners organized the ‘‘Regional
Forum: Poland-Japan 2009.’’
This pioneer project was a
first step on the way to the es-
tablishment of cooperation
between Polish and Japanese
regions. As a follow-up to this
event, Japanese regions are
expected to visit Poland next
year.

On top of that, at the begin-
ning of October, Polish and
Japanese aviation authori-
ties agreed to allow Polish
Airlines to operate three

weekly flights to Narita In-
ternational Airport after
landing and departure slots
are increased within the next
few years. The establishment
of direct flight connections
between Poland and Japan
will open a new era in bilater-
al relations between our
countries.

Poland and Japan continue
to have a very vital cultural
exchange, as the interest and
admiration in both countries
of each other’s culture stays
unceasingly high. Despite the
enormous cultural and geo-
graphical distance, Polish
people opened their hearts to
the beauty of Japanese cul-
ture and began appreciating
Japanese aesthetic sensitivi-
ty more than a century ago.

So far, four major Polish
universities have established
full-fledged Japanese-lan-
guage departments. Also
Japanese people show a con-
tinuous interest in Polish cul-
ture and their interest in the
Polish language grows as

well since it has become the
sixth-largest language of the
European Union, as far as the
number of its native speakers
within the borders of the EU
is concerned.

It is always a very heart-
warming experience for ev-
ery Pole visiting Japan to
learn that their Japanese
hosts recognize distinctive
features of Polish culture and
its uniqueness among other
European nations.

Next year we will cele-
brate the 200th anniversary
of Frederic Chopin’s birth. It
may sound like an exaggera-
tion, but if truth be told, we
must admit that some Poles
are even a little envious of the
magnitude of love expressed
by the Japanese toward Cho-
pin. I do sincerely believe
that although both our coun-
tries are so geographically
distant, Poland through its
culture and especially
through Chopin’s music has
found the way to the hearts of
the Japanese nation.
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