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Essential points of the European Union’s wide-ranging Lisbon Treaty
Brussels AFP-JIJI

The European Union’s wide-ranging Lisbon
Treaty is aimed at updating and revitalizing
the bloc’s institutions and replacing its failed
constitution. Here are some of the main
aspects of the treaty:

A treaty, not a constitution: An attempt
to give the European Union its first
constitution, which would have replaced the
EU’s key treaties — the 1957 Treaty of
Rome and the treaties of Maastricht (1992),
Amsterdam (1996) and Nice (2000) was
foiled in 2005 when Dutch and French voters
rejected the idea in national referendums.

The new ‘‘Reform Treaty’’ will
complement and amend its predecessors,
not replace them.

New rights for EU citizens: The treaty
makes binding the EU’s Charter of
Fundamental Rights, though Britain and
Poland have obtained opt-outs, and the
Czechs have been promised a similar
exemption.

A million European citizens will be able to
‘‘invite’’ the European Commission to submit
a legislative proposal in a given area.

New policies: The treaty introduces new
objectives such as a common energy policy
and strategy on fighting global warming.

On trade policy, fair competition becomes

a requirement to assure the proper
functioning of the internal market.

On security matters, a ‘‘solidarity’’ clause
is introduced in the case of terrorist attacks.
A member state that falls victim to an attack
or other disaster will receive assistance from
other member states, if requested.

Institutions, posts: In place of the
rotating presidency, under which member
states spend six months at the helm, a
president of the European Council (which
comprises the 27 member nations) will be
elected by the leaders to a 21/2-year term.

The president — the first incumbent is
Herman van Rompuy — will prepare
summits and represent the EU on the world
stage without, it is hoped, treading on the
toes of a new ‘‘high representative for
foreign affairs and security policy.’’

This foreign policy post, handed to British
peer Catherine Ashton, will combine the
roles of the current EU high representative
for the common foreign and security policy
(Javier Solana) and the commissioner for
external relations (Benita Ferrero-Waldner).

The commission — the EU’s unelected
executive arm — will from 2014 cut the
number of policy commissioners in order to
increase efficiency.

The treaty also increases the number of

policy areas where elected members of the
European Parliament have to approve EU
legislation, along with the member states,
particularly in the areas of justice, security
and immigration.

National Parliaments will be given a voice
in EU lawmaking for the first time. Each will
receive proposals for new EU legislation
directly to judge whether a proposal
impinges on its competencies.

Voting systems: The areas of
decision-making that can be approved
through majority voting, rather than
unanimity, will be increased, largely in justice
and police affairs.

Britain and Ireland have secured the
power to apply decisions in these areas as
they wish, but may not hold back their EU
partners.

The treaty also introduces a new voting
system. Under the new ‘‘double majority’’
qualified voting system, a minimum of 55
percent of member states (currently 15 of 27
countries) representing at least 65 percent of
the EU’s population must vote in favor of
new legislation for it to be passed.

Get-out clause: The treaty introduces the
possibility for a country to leave the
European Union under conditions to be
negotiated with its partners.

EU leaders face hard sell in debut
Low-profile pair need strong front; critics abound
Brussels
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

The EU’s first president, Her-
man van Rompuy, takes office
Tuesday, along with foreign
policy chief Catherine Ashton,
hoping to boost Europe’s glob-
al standing amid criticism of
the low-profile pairing.

The two top jobs are en-
shrined in the European
Union’s Lisbon Treaty, which
enters into force Tuesday,
ending 10 years of European
institutional navel-gazing.

The treaty, successor to the

aborted EU constitution, is
aimed at streamlining an ex-
panded bloc and boosting its
voice on the world stage. It
will also reinforce the EU Par-
liament’s role and cut the
number of national vetoes on
European policy.

But most attention is on the
two new top jobs, designed al-
so to give the EU a human
face.

The coupling of van Rom-
puy, who resigned as Belgian
prime minister to take the top
EU job, and British peer Ash-
ton, who leaves her steward-

ship of the EU trade commis-
sion, has raised eyebrows as
well as hopes.

‘‘EU leaders have continued
the job of weakening the EU
institutions,’’ opined EU
Greens co-President Daniel
Cohn-Bendit, after European
leaders nominated the pair
earlier last month.

Bendit described the 62-
year-old van Rompuy as
‘‘bland’’ and Ashton as ‘‘unre-
markable.’’

He is not alone in voicing
disappointment at the lack of a
European heavy hitter who

could stand shoulder to shoul-
der with the likes of the United
States and China — at one
stage ex-British Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair had been in the
frame.

Europe will now be led by
‘‘two pygmies,’’ scoffed Nigel
Farage of the Euroskeptic
U.K. Independence Party.

The pair must also deal with
resistance within Britain to
the kind of supranational di-
plomacy that their job de-
scriptions demand.

However, French Foreign
Minister Bernard Kouchner
spoke of a ‘‘balance’’ and de-
fended van Rompuy and his
‘‘science of compromise.’’

‘‘Some say he is not a charis-
matic personality . . .  but
that’s perhaps not one of the
fundamental qualities for
leading Europe,’’ he said.

Flemish Christian-Demo-
crat van Rompuy swiftly
earned a reputation as a quiet-
ly effective diplomat during
his 11 months at the Belgian
helm, managing to keep the
feuding Flemish and Franco-
phone parties within a coali-
tion government.

In line with his quiet diplo-
macy, he intends to take a soft
approach at first, so as not to
tread on the toes of the Swedes
who will hold the European
Union’s traditional rotating
presidency until the end of the
year.

But van Rompuy was to be
in Lisbon on Tuesday for a cer-
emony marking the entry into
force of the EU’s reforming
treaty, which was originally
signed in the Portuguese capi-
tal.

A swift tour of other Euro-
pean capitals will see him
meet up with the prime minis-
ters of Denmark and Slovenia
as well as Italy’s Silvio Berlus-
coni among others, before pre-
siding over his first EU sum-
mit on Dec. 11.

No such welcome tour for
Ashton, who was to find her-
self under the scrutiny of the
EU Parliament’s foreign af-
fairs committee the day after
taking up her post.

She is likely to face ques-
tions on her past role in the
Campaign for Nuclear Disar-
mament in Britain, which had
communist links.

For others there are more
pressing issues concerning the
53-year-old who inherited her
EU trade job from fellow Brit-
ish peer Peter Mandelson.

‘‘The idea of handing Eu-
rope’s diplomacy to Britain,

that is to say to a country
which doesn’t even want a Eu-
ropean diplomacy’’ is nothing
but ‘‘a caricature,’’ opined for-
mer French Prime Minister
Michel Rocard.

Baroness Ashton, who has
no foreign policy experience
and has never been elected to
office, points to the key role
she played in easing the Lis-
bon Treaty through the Euro-
pean Parliament when she
was leader of the House of
Lords.

She will head up a new and
eventually vast European dip-
lomatic service as well as be-
coming vice president in the
European Commission head-
ed by Jose Manuel Barroso.

Her supporters say she i  s a
quick learner and effective ne-
gotiator, skills that will be re-

quired when she assumes the
beefed-up foreign policy role
that will also put her in charge
of security matters for the
bloc.

‘‘The skills I bring to it (are)
of negotiation, of diplomacy,’’
Ashton said after getting the
job. ‘‘I describe myself as not
being an ego on legs, but being
able to go out there and actual-
ly make the deals, get rela-
tionships we’re going to need
for the future.’’

In Europe, Ashton has al-
ready taken the lead on trade
talks with China and secured a
free-trade agreement with
South Korea.

She has impressed many in
Brussels by the way she has
mastered the European Com-
mission establishment, a Brit-
ish official said.

‘‘In the time she has been
here, she has created a very
strong impression she is some-
one who is well respected in
the corridors of Brussels,’’ the
official said.

Ashton describes her style
as ‘‘quiet diplomacy’’ with a
determination ‘‘to get things
done.’’

But many commentators in
Britain are baffled by her rise.

‘‘From obscurity to the most
powerful woman in the U.K.,’’
was The Guardian newspa-
per’s front-page headline after
she was named to the job.

‘‘She is totally untainted by
any experience of democratic
election at any stage in her ca-
reer. . .  . This serial appointee
is custom-made for high EU
office,’’ added the rightwing
Daily Telegraph.

Helm change: Belgian Prime Minister Herman van Rompuy and EU Trade Commissioner
Catherine Ashton smile at a news conference after being elected as the European Union’s
president and foreign policy chief at a summit in Brussels on Nov. 19. AFP-JIJI

Romania national day

Romania and Japan mark 50 years of friendship
Aurelian Neagu
AMBASSADOR OF ROMANIA

------------------------------------------

In my capacity as ambassa-
dor of Romania to Japan, it is
with great joy
that I greet the
readers of The
Japan Times on
the occasion of
the National
Day of my
country, cele-
brated this year
in the broader anniversary
context of the 2009 jubilee,
commemorating 50 years
since the re-establishment of
diplomatic relations between
Romania and Japan. This fe-
licitous occasion provides me
with the pleasant opportunity
to present to the Japanese
public the outline of the pre-
sent relationship between Ro-
mania and Japan, which fore-
tells promising perspectives
for future bilateral coopera-
tion enhancement.

Every Dec. 1, we celebrate a
prominent moment in the histo-
ry of our country — the Great
Union, achieved in 1918, when
all the territories inhabited by
Romanians joined together in a
sovereign, unitary state.

This year, the anniversary
of the National Day of Roma-
nia has a particularly special
significance as it is part of a
series of festive events held in
celebration of 50 years since
Romania and Japan restored
their diplomatic ties after
World War II. These auspices
provided renewed opportuni-
ties for extended bilateral dia-
logue and direct exchange of
experience between Romania
and Japan on political, eco-
nomic and cultural levels, to
the strengthening of our close
friendship and deepening of
our mutual understanding.

Furthermore, under the
wider perspective of the Ja-
pan-Danube 2009 Friendship
Year celebrations, including
four European countries along
the Danube River — Austria,
Bulgaria, Hungary and Roma-
nia — we also explored the
possibility of expanding multi-
lateral cooperation to the ful-
fillment of our common global

aspirations.
Since the accession to the

European Union in 2007, my
country has constantly
worked to contribute its rich
potential and specific experi-
ence to the European project
by promoting relevant initia-
tives on the EU agenda. For
instance, as a border state of
the European Union, Romania
brought to the fore the impor-
tance of promoting stability,
security and prosperity in the
Black Sea region, to the bene-
fit of both member and non-
member states of the EU.

To this end, in 2009 our coun-
try took the lead in the debate
over the strategy of the Black
Sea Synergy by organizing a se-
ries of seminars on the topic,
the most recent of which w a s
the second edition of The Black
Sea NGOs Forum, held in Bu-
charest at the end of October.

Japan has been actively en-
gaged in the Black Sea coopera-
tion projects, one example be-
ing the annual Black Sea Area
Dialogue. The third edition will
take place in January in Tokyo
under the title ‘‘Prospects of
Changing Wider Black Sea Ar-
ea and the Role of Japan’’ and
will feature specialists from
Romania and other countries in
the Black Sea area.

Romania and Japan, even
though geographically sepa-
rated by thousands of kilome-
ters, have been closely con-
nected by a wide range of sub-
stantial ties, consolidated
throughout the decades to the
present day under a manifold
partnership.

We share the same demo-
cratic values and beliefs with
regard to the rule of law, sus-
tainable economic develop-
ment and international pros-
perity. This provides fertile
common ground to strength-
ening friendship and boosting
cooperation between our two
countries on an all-encom-
passing range of activities.

Subsequently, we strongly
believe that Romania and Ja-
pan must build on their mutu-
ally shared values to develop
the untapped potential of bilat-
eral collaboration.

Japan’s sustained contribu-

tions over the past years to Ro-
mania’s development have
turned out to be of invaluable
importance to the political,
economic and cultural devel-
opment of our country.

This December we also com-
memorate 20 years since the
fall of the communist regime in
Romania, and 20 years of con-
tinuous efforts on the path of
freedom and democracy. Now
that Romania has regained its
rightful place in the great Euro-
pean family of free, democratic
and prosperous nations, within
the framework of NATO and
EU, we remember with grati-
tude that Japan was one of the
first countries to recognize the
democratic government of Ro-
mania immediately after the
1989 Revolution, fully support-
ing our country’s efforts toward
democratization.

On behalf of the govern-
ment of Romania, I would like
to convey my gratitude to the
government of Japan for the
substantial political dialogue
maintained on both bilateral
and multilateral levels and for
the generous assistance and
technical expertise provided
in fields such as infrastruc-
ture, modern technologies, en-
vironmental protection,
earthquake prevention and
other relevant areas that still
require attention to be fully
implemented in accordance
with EU standards.

The bilateral dialogue be-
tween our countries was deep-
ly enhanced this year. In May,
Their Imperial Highnesses
Prince Akishino and Princess
Kiko visited Romania during
their tour of the four European
countries celebrating the Ja-
pan-Danube Friendship Year.

Welcomed by Romanian
President Traian Basescu and
high-ranking Parliament offi-
cials, Their Imperial High-
nesses were presented the op-
portunity to experience Ro-
mania’s traditional heart and
modern spirit, while visiting
some of the most famous cul-
tural landmarks and tourist
sites of our country: the Pal-
ace of Parliament, the Village
Museum, the Foreign Lan-
guage and Literature Univer-

sity in Bucharest, as well as
the Peles Royal Castle and the
Sinaia Monastery.

The dialogue between our
countries, reinforced at the
highest level in 2009, opened
fresh ground for the extension
of bilateral cooperation and of-
fered incentives to build up new
partnerships in various arias of
common interest. Among
these, the economic coopera-
tion between Romania and Ja-
pan was further raised to a
higher level of development.

Beginning with the profes-
sional electric equipment pro-
ducer Makita Corp., which
boasts a ¤12 million turnover
just one year after the inaugu-
ration of its largest invest-
ment in Europe, other Japa-
nese companies like JTEKT
Corp., Calsonic Kansei, Itochu
Corp. and YKK expect good
profits out of their invest-
ments in Romania.

It is our strong hope that the
present financial turbulence
will turn out to be an addition-
al reason for our countries to
consolidate their economic
and commercial ties in the
long run. With a relatively low
cost of labor and steady pros-
pects of economic growth in-
side the EU market, Romania
has significant advantages to
attract Japanese investors in
such fields as automobile com-
ponents production, technical
equipment and agriculture.

As to the commercial coop-
eration between our countries,
it should be mentioned that the
volume of exchanges for the
first eight months of 2009
maintained at a fairly sound
level (¥30 billion), close to the
record peak reached two
years ago. Concentrating hu-
man and technical resources
on projects aimed at widening
Romania’s presence on the
Japanese market, we have
participated with national pa-
vilions in a series of interna-
tional fairs and commercial
events such as the annual JA-
TA Travel Fair.

Among the economic goals
Romania has constantly pur-
sued is the aim of becoming
OECD member. We will con-
tinue to work for the achieve-

ment of this major foreign pol-
icy objective and spare no ef-
fort in obtaining the valuable
support of OECD member
countries, including Japan.

The close relationship be-
tween our countries is also vis-
ible at the level of cultural co-
operation, thanks to the ef-
forts of an increasing number
of Japan-Romania friendship
associations whose activities
cover various domains of in-
terest, including music, visual
arts, handicrafts, architec-
ture and sculpture.

With the aim of promoting
the complex identity of our
country, comprising national
specific and European cultur-
al dimensions, it is our guiding
policy to present to the Japa-
nese public traditional and
contemporary Romanian val-
ues, as well as our famous
UNESCO heritage sites. To
this end, we strive to underline
the distinctive Romanian cul-
tural profile on the highly
competitive Japanese stage
by actively developing cultur-
al projects and engaging in
joint European events like the
annual program Europe
Comes to Your School, consist-
ing of European Union and
country presentations made
by EU diplomats in schools
around Japan on the occasion
of May 9, Europe Day.

In celebration of 50 years
since the resumption of bilat-
eral diplomatic relations, in
2009 we presented to the Japa-
nese public a traditional folk
costume exhibition, opened in
June in the presence of Her
Imperial Highness Princess
Kiko, classical music concerts

by the Romanian National
Philharmonic Orchestra in
May, ballet representations
featuring the worldwide ac-
claimed Romanian dancer Al-
ina Cojocaru, lace and oil-can-
vas painting displays.

Grassroots exchanges be-
tween two countries and peo-
ples developed at an exponen-
tial pace this year. To give one
example, in October we wel-
comed the conclusion of an
agreement for the development
of sister-city relations between
the Romanian city of Sibiu and
the Japanese city of Takaya-
ma, popularly known as Hida-
Takayama. The document was
signed by the mayors of the two
municipalities as an official ac-
knowledgment of the fruitful di-
rect exchanges and voluntary
activities, which have steadily
increased in the recent years,
to the benefit of the people in the
two cities.

The high level of academic
collaboration between Roma-
nia and Japan reached a fruit-
ful culmination this year when
two of the most prestigious uni-
versities in our countries, the
University of Bucharest and
Meiji University, concluded a
friendship agreement. Stu-
dents and scholars exchange
programs are currently in
progress, with sound prospects
of further development.

One of the most notable ac-
complishments achieved this
year on the bilateral level was
the Japanese government’s
decision to eliminate, begin-
ning Sept. 1, the visa require-
ments for Romanian citizens
visiting Japan. In complete
coordination with the Japa-

nese authorities on this mat-
ter, we inaugurated the first
home affairs attache office at
the Embassy of Romania in
Tokyo. We are confident that
a  s a result of this new provi-
sion, the free exchange be-
tween our peoples will steadily
expand in the future. The num-
ber of tourists visiting each
other’s countries has in-
creased substantially in re-
cent years, with more and

more Romanians traveling to
Japan and experiencing its an-
cient culture, and with many
Japanese people, from vari-
ous circles, discovering Ro-
mania’s great potential, the
opportunities it offers and its
marvelous nature.

I invite you to continue to vis-
it Romania and see for your-
selves the notable changes that
have transformed my country
to the better in the recent years.

Danube Delta: The largest paradise of birds in Europe
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