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world

Climate conference
briefly suspended
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

island states threatened with
rising sea levels and larger in-
dustrial developing nations
like China, India and Brazil
emerged Wednesday after-
noon when Tuvalu called for
an agreement to stabilize
greenhouse gas emissions at
350 parts per million, rather
than the 450 ppm target fa-
vored by developed nations
and by major industrialized
developing nations.

Talks were briefly suspend-
ed as Tuvalu and other devel-
oping nations worked to re-
solve the issue.

Scientists agree that a level
of 350 ppm is the best chance of
avoiding catastrophic climate
damage. The current level of
carbon dioxide in the Earth’s
atmosphere is 386 ppm.

Other discussions focused
on which base year to use
when calculating emissions
reductions and the year global
emissions should peak.

Although taking something
of a back seat to percentage
cuts and the amount of financ-
ing developing countries re-
quire to mitigate the effects of
current climate change and
adapt to inevitable environ-
mental changes in the coming
years, the base year issue di-
rectly relates to percentage

cuts.
A 2007 report by the Inter-

governmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change, a body of 2,500
scientists worldwide who pro-
vide scientific data and rec-
ommendations to the United
Nations, calculated that if de-
veloped nations reduce emis-
sions by certain percentages
over certain periods of time,
the likelihood of irreversible
climate change by the end of
the century either rises or
falls. But all of the potential
scenarios assumed a base
year of 1990, the same used for
reduction commitments un-
der the Kyoto Protocol.

Japan and the European
Union are using 1990 as the
base year for their announced
emissions reduction targets,
but the United States is using
2005. Other developed nations
are using 2000 or 2002, while
China and India have an-
nounced reduction plans
based on 2005.

‘‘There was discussion on
whether or not one legally
binding base year was neces-
sary and there are lots of opin-
ions as to whether one base
year was necessary, or wheth-
er several might be included.
Japan’s position is that we
have to have a base year ac-
ceptable to all developed coun-

tries,’’ a Japanese official said
Wednesday evening.

The issue of a peak year for
emissions is even more con-
troversial, with fundamental
disagreements remaining
over when global emissions
should peak to ensure the
Earth’s average temperature
does not exceed 2 degrees, the

so-called tipping point for irre-
versible global warming.

Scientists say that to meet
the 2-degree limit, emissions
have to peak by 2015, but some
countries, including the United
States, insist that emissions can
still peak later and ensure a rise
of less than 2 degrees if certain
actions are taken. While the is-

sue was informally discussed
Wednesday, it will not likely be
finalized until senior ministers
arrive next week.

‘‘It’s gratifying that the
Group of Eight leaders have
recognized the broad scientif-
ic view of limiting an increase
of the global average tempera-
ture to two 2 degrees. But we

have clearly specified that if
the temperature increase is to
be limited to between 2.0 and
2.4 degrees, global emissions
must peak by no later than
2015. That’s barely six years
from now,’’ said Rajendra Pa-
chauri, chairman of the Inter-
governmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change.

China emissions may double by ’20
Beijing AFP-JIJI

Despite China’s pledges to improve energy efficiency, its carbon
emissions could double by 2020 as compared with 2005 levels,
surpassing limits seen as key to fighting global warming, experts say.

As officials in Copenhagen discuss how nations can share the
global burden of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, experts are
crunching the numbers to determine the future level of emissions
by China, the world’s top polluter.

Even if China keeps its promise to reduce carbon emissions per
unit of gross domestic product (GDP) by 40 percent to 45 percent
by 2020, and if its economy grows by just 8 percent, its gas output
could still double, they say.

‘‘With 8 percent growth, emissions will increase by 74 percent,’’
said Emmanuel Guerin, a climate analyst at France’s Institute for
Sustainable Development and International Relations.

‘‘China, having emitted 7.2 gigatons of carbon dioxide
equivalent in 2005, will spew out 12.6 gigatons in 2020,’’ he said.

Another study by a panel of European experts says China’s
total emissions could be even higher.

‘‘Chinese carbon emissions will double by 2020,’’ a member of
that panel said on condition of anonymity, confirming a similar
estimate given by Australian academic Frank Jotzo.

Taking into account China’s stated goal to reduce carbon
intensity, ‘‘emissions will ‘only’ double,’’ Jotzo, deputy director of
the Climate Change Institute at Australian National University,
said after Beijing’s announcement.

The European expert, calculating from a 2005 base figure, said
if the Chinese economy grew by 8 percent annually, total
greenhouse gas emissions could nearly double in 2020, reaching
a high of 10.7 gigatons.

According to his calculations, the Chinese increase in gas
emissions would be three or four times higher than the combined
cuts promised by the United States and the European Union.

At that rate, China — which says it lags far behind the
developed world in terms of tons of emissions per capita — would
in fact bypass France on those terms in 2012 or 2013, and the
entire European Union between 2018 and 2020.

‘‘This hypothesis is based on European emissions reductions
and Chinese emissions increases,’’ said Wang Ke, a professor in
the school of environment and natural resources studies at
People’s University in Beijing. ‘‘But the question is: Under what
terms will the EU manage its reductions?’’

President Blaise Compaore

Mutual understanding still growing
Norimasa Matsuyama
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-BURKINA FASO

FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION

----------------------------------------

I would like to congratulate
Burkina Faso
on its 49th
independence
day from the
bottom of my
heart. It is a
great joy for me
that I can greet
all friendly
people with this newspaper
article. Since establishing
diplomatic relations in 1962,

Burkina Faso and Japan have
continued to deepen their
mutual understanding and
friendship.

Furthermore, united in
understanding, both countries
have aimed for new
developments to contribute to
world peace and prosperity.

In addition, in January 2009,
Japan opened an embassy in
Ouagadougou, and one of the
countries Japan should trust
most in the world is Burkina
Faso. Japan is allied with the
Burkinabe people in a close
relationship of mutual trust and

is convinced that the friendly
relationship between the two
countries makes the trust still
firmer.

The Japan-Burkina Faso
Friendship Association hopes to
be a bridge in deepening the
fertile bilateral friendship and
mutual understanding by
cooperating with all people and
organizations that aim for peace
and development of Africa.

I would like to thank all people
who have contributed from both
countries, and I wish this coming
year will be full of happiness and
prosperity.

All choked up: Smog chokes a main street in Linfen, China, on Wednesday. The city’s air pollution is considered among the
worst in the world. AFP-JIJI

Burkina Faso national day

Warm welcome: An image of
a woman offers a visitor some
water in this promotional
poster for Burkina Faso.

Cotton harvest: Burkina Faso is one of Africa’s largest cotton
producers. EMBASSY OF BURKINA FASO

Burkina Faso always working toward peace
Lambert Alexandre Ouedraogo
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I., EMBASSY OF

BURKINA FASO

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of Burkina
Faso’s 49th National Day on
Dec. 11, it is my
great pleasure
to extend on be-
half of Blaise
Compaore, the
president of
Burkina Faso,
and the people
of Burkina
Faso, our best wishes for
peace and prosperity to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko,
the members of Imperial fam-
ily, the government and the
wonderful and welcoming peo-
ple of Japan.

I would also like to convey
cheerful greetings to the gov-
ernment and people of the Re-
public of Korea, the Philip-

pines and Singapore. May the
already existing good rela-
tions and cooperation be-
tween our respective coun-
tries be further strength-
ened.

To my fellow compatriots
living in Japan and the re-
gion, I say congratulations.

Finally, I wish to express
my gratitude once again to
The Japan Times for en-
abling me to address its read-
ers.

Peace building is a central
point in our national policy.
We strongly believe that no
development can take place
without peace. Peace among
our citizens inside the coun-
try and peace with our neigh-
bors.

Therefore, Burkina Faso is
engaged in the peace process
in many countries, including
Cote d’Ivoire, Togo, Sudan,
Guinea, and President Com-

paore has been nominated me-
diator.

Since Dec. 31, 2008, Japan
has been a nonpermanent
member of the United Nations
Security Council for the 10th
time and our two delegations
are working together on many
matters inside the council to
promote regional and interna-
tional peace.

Promotion and protection of
human rights as well as inter-
national security and nuclear
nonproliferation are our com-
mon concern.

Burkina Faso and Japan
are sharing the same view
about peace and development.
This situation allows the two
countries to have excellent bi-
lateral relations.

The second bilateral consul-
tations between Burkina Faso
and Japan took place on Oct.
27 in Ouagadougou.

A number of projects in pri-
ority areas such as education,
agriculture and water are un-
der way to enable our people to
fight poverty and to meet the
Millennium Development
Goals.

Last September, Burkina
Faso faced natural disaster
due to floods (too much rain in
a very short amount of time)
in the capital and some others
regions.

Allow me to thank the Japa-
nese government and particu-
larly the Japanese Embassy

in Burkina Faso for their ef-
fective solidarity with the peo-
ple of Burkina Faso at that
very sad moment. Japan is do-
ing much for Burkina Faso
through the Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency
and Japan Overseas Coopera-
tion Volunteers.

Japan is also working hard
to fulfill the TICAD IV com-
mitments despite the conse-
quences of the international fi-
nancial crisis.

In the economic field Bur-
kina Faso is a country that
welcomes investors. The main
factors are: strategic loca-
tion, political stability and
rule of law.

Located at the heart of the
West African Economic and
Monetary Union and the site
of its headquarters, Burkina
Faso offers private investors

access to a market of 70 mil-
lion consumers, a stable
democratic political system,
a reliable legal system, stan-
dardized business law and di-
versified economic potential.

Free enterprise is the main
characteristic of the invest-
ment environment. Agricul-
ture, mining, gold, manga-
nese, zinc, phosphates, ener-
gy, telecommunications and
tourism are all sectors open to
private investors. But the
foundation and prerequisite of
all these possibilities are the
peace and security that exist
in Burkina Faso.

This peaceful situation also
allows Burkina Faso to orga-
nize international cultural
events on a regular basis.

The best known are SIAO,
the International Arts and
Crafts Show of Ouagadougou,
organized every two years,
which represents the largest
arts and crafts show on the
continent, and the FESPACO,
the Pan-African Cinema and
Television Festival of Ouaga-
dougou, which takes place ev-
ery other year.

The SNC, National Week of
Culture is also a very impor-
tant cultural event every year
and features performances by
60 ethnic groups in dances,
songs, traditional cuisine and
clothing art.

Our peaceful country wel-
comes you all.
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