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Kenya independence day

‘I am at the beginning, not the end, of my labors’
AP

------------------------------------------

The text of U.S. President Ba-
rack Obama’s Nobel Peace
Prize acceptance speech, de-
livered Thursday in Oslo, as
provided by the White House:

Your majesties, your royal
highnesses, distinguished
members of the Norwegian
Nobel Committee, citizens of
America, and citizens of the
world:

I receive this honor with
deep gratitude and great hu-
mility. It is an award that
speaks to our highest aspira-
tions — that for all the cruelty
and hardship of our world, we
are not mere prisoners of fate.
Our actions matter, and can
bend history in the direction of
justice.

And yet I would be remiss if
I did not acknowledge the con-
siderable controversy that
your generous decision has
generated. In part, this is be-
cause I am at the beginning,
and not the end, of my labors
on the world stage. Compared
to some of the giants of history
who have received this prize
— Schweitzer and King; Mar-
shall and Mandela — my ac-
complishments are slight.
And then there are the men
and women around the world
who have been jailed and beat-
en in the pursuit of justice;
those who toil in humanitarian
organizations to relieve suf-
fering; the unrecognized mil-
lions whose quiet acts of cour-
age and compassion inspire
even the most hardened of
cynics. I cannot argue with
those who find these men and
women — some known, some
obscure to all but those they
help — to be far more deserv-
ing of this honor than I.

But perhaps the most pro-
found issue surrounding my
receipt of this prize is the fact
that I am the commander in
chief of a nation in the midst of
two wars. One of these wars is
winding down. The other is a
conflict that America did not
seek; one in which we are
joined by 43 other countries —
including Norway — in an ef-
fort to defend ourselves and all
nations from further attacks.

Still, we are at war, and I
am responsible for the deploy-
ment of thousands of young
Americans to battle in a dis-
tant land. Some will kill. Some
will be killed. And so I come
here with an acute sense of the
cost of armed conflict — filled
with difficult questions about

the relationship between war
and peace, and our effort to re-
place one with the other.

These questions are not new.
War, in one form or another,
appeared with the first man. At
the dawn of history, its morali-
ty was not questioned; it was
simply a fact, like drought or
disease — the manner in which
tribes and then civilizations
sought power and settled their
differences.

Over time, as codes of law
sought to control violence
within groups, so did philoso-
phers, clerics and statesmen
seek to regulate the destruc-
tive power of war. The concept
of a ‘‘just war’’ emerged, sug-
gesting that war is justified
only when it meets certain
preconditions: if it is waged as
a last resort or in self-defense;
if the forced used is propor-
tional; and if, whenever possi-
ble, civilians are spared from
violence.

For most of history, this
concept of just war was rarely
observed. The capacity of hu-
man beings to think up new
ways to kill one another
proved inexhaustible, as did
our capacity to exempt from
mercy those who look differ-
ent or pray to a different god.
Wars between armies gave
way to wars between nations
— total wars in which the dis-
tinction between combatant
and civilian became blurred.
In the span of 30 years, such
carnage would twice engulf
this continent. And while it is
hard to conceive of a cause
more just than the defeat of
the Third Reich and the Axis
powers, World War II was a
conflict in which the total
number of civilians who died
exceeded the number of sol-
diers who perished.

In the wake of such destruc-
tion, and with the advent of the
nuclear age, it became clear
to victor and vanquished alike
that the world needed institu-
tions to prevent another world
war. And so, a quarter century
after the United States Senate
rejected the League of Nations
— an idea for which Woodrow
Wilson received this prize —
America led the world in con-
structing an architecture to
keep the peace: a Marshall
Plan and a United Nations,
mechanisms to govern the
waging of war, treaties to pro-
tect human rights, prevent
genocide and restrict the most
dangerous weapons.

In many ways, these efforts

succeeded. Yes, terrible wars
have been fought, and atroci-
ties committed. But there has
been no third world war. The
Cold War ended with jubilant
crowds dismantling a wall.
Commerce has stitched much
of the world together. Billions
have been lifted from poverty.
The ideals of liberty, self-de-
termination, equality and the
rule of law have haltingly ad-
vanced. We are the heirs of the

fortitude and foresight of gen-
erations past, and it is a legacy
for which my own country is
rightfully proud.

A decade into a new century,
this old architecture is buckling
under the weight of new
threats. The world may no lon-
ger shudder at the prospect of
war between two nuclear su-
perpowers, but proliferation
may increase the risk of catas-
trophe. Terrorism has long

been a tactic, but modern tech-
nology allows a few small men
with outsized rage to murder in-
nocents on a horrific scale.

Moreover, wars between
nations have increasingly giv-
en way to wars within nations.
The resurgence of ethnic or
sectarian conflicts, the growth
of secessionist movements, in-
surgencies and failed states
have increasingly trapped ci-
vilians in unending chaos. In

today’s wars, many more ci-
vilians are killed than sol-
diers; the seeds of future con-
flict are sown, economies are
wrecked, civil societies torn
asunder, refugees amassed
and children scarred.

I do not bring with me today
a definitive solution to the
problems of war. What I do
know is that meeting these
challenges will require the
same vision, hard work and
persistence of those men and
women who acted so boldly de-
cades ago. And it will require
us to think in new ways about
the notions of just war and the
imperatives of a just peace.

We must begin by acknowl-
edging the hard truth that we
will not eradicate violent con-
flict in our lifetimes. There
will be times when nations —
acting individually or in con-
cert — will find the use of force
not only necessary but moral-
ly justified.

I make this statement mind-
ful of what Martin Luther King
said in this same ceremony
years ago: ‘‘Violence never
brings permanent peace. It
solves no social problem: It
merely creates new and more
complicated ones.’’ As someone
who stands here as a direct con-
sequence of Dr. King’s life’s
work, I am living testimony to
the moral force of nonviolence.
I know there is nothing weak,
nothing passive, nothing naive
in the creed and lives of Gandhi
and King.

But as a head of state sworn
to protect and defend my na-
tion, I cannot be guided by
their examples alone. I face
the world as it is, and cannot
stand idle in the face of threats
to the American people. For
make no mistake: Evil does
exist in the world. A nonvio-
lent movement could not have
halted Hitler’s armies. Negoti-
ations cannot convince al-Qai-
da’s leaders to lay down their
arms. To say that force is
sometimes necessary is not a
call to cynicism — it is a recog-
nition of history, the imperfec-
tions of man and the limits of
reason.

I raise this point because in
many countries there is a deep
ambivalence about military
action today, no matter the
cause. At times, this is joined
b  y a reflexive suspicion of
America, the world’s sole mili-
tary superpower.

Yet the world must remem-
ber that it was not simply in-
ternational institutions — not

just treaties and declarations
— that brought stability to a
post-World War II world.
Whatever mistakes we have
made, the plain fact is this:
The United States of America
has helped underwrite global
security for more than six de-
cades with the blood of our citi-
zens and the strength of our
arms. The service and sacri-
fice of our men and women in
uniform has promoted peace
and prosperity from Germany
to Korea, and enabled democ-
racy to take hold in places like
the Balkans.

We have borne this burden
not because we seek to impose
our will. We have done so out
of enlightened self-interest —
because we seek a better fu-
ture for our children and
grandchildren, and we believe
that their lives will be better if
other people’s children and
grandchildren can live in free-
dom and prosperity.

So yes, the instruments of
war do have a role to play in
preserving the peace. And yet
this truth must coexist with
another — that no matter how
justified, war promises hu-
man tragedy. The soldier’s
courage and sacrifice is full of
glory, expressing devotion to
country, to cause and to com-
rades in arms. But war itself is
never glorious, and we must
never trumpet it as such.

So part of our challenge is
reconciling these two seeming-
ly irreconcilable truths — that
war is sometimes necessary,
and war is at some level an ex-
pression of human feelings.
Concretely, we must direct our
effort to the task that President
Kennedy called for long ago.
‘‘Let us focus,’’ he said, ‘‘on a
more practical, more attain-
able peace, based not on a sud-
den revolution in human na-
ture but on a gradual evolution
in human institutions.’’

What might this evolution
look like? What might these
practical steps be?

To begin with, I believe that
all nations — strong and weak
alike — must adhere to stan-
dards that govern the use of
force. I — like any head of
state — reserve the right to act
unilaterally if necessary to de-
fend my nation. Nevertheless,
I am convinced that adhering
to standards strengthens
those who do, and isolates —
and weakens — those who
don’t.

The world rallied around
America after the 9/11 attacks,

and continues to support our
efforts in Afghanistan, be-
cause of the horror of those
senseless attacks and the rec-
ognized principle of self-
defense. Likewise, the world
recognized the need to con-
front Saddam Hussein when
he invaded Kuwait — a con-
sensus that sent a clear mes-
sage to all about the cost of
aggression.

Furthermore, America
cannot insist that others follow
the rules of the road if we re-
fuse to follow them ourselves.
For when we don’t, our action
can appear arbitrary, and un-
dercut the legitimacy of future
intervention — no matter how
justified.

This becomes particularly
important when the purpose of
military action extends be-
yond self-defense or the de-
fense of one nation against an
aggressor. More and more, we
all confront difficult questions
about how to prevent the
slaughter of civilians by their
own government, or to stop a
civil war whose violence and
suffering can engulf an entire
region.

I believe that force can be
justified on humanitarian
grounds, as it was in the Bal-
kans, or in other places that
have been scarred by war. In-
action tears at our conscience
and can lead to more costly in-
tervention later. That is why
all responsible nations must
embrace the role that militar-
ies with a clear mandate can
play to keep the peace.

America’s commitment to
global security will never wa-
ver. But in a world in which
threats are more diffuse, and
missions more complex,
America cannot act alone.
This is true in Afghanistan.
This is true in failed states like
Somalia, where terrorism and
piracy is joined by famine and
human suffering. And sadly, it
will continue to be true in un-
stable regions for years to
come.

The leaders and soldiers of
NATO countries — and other
friends and allies — demon-
strate this truth through the
capacity and courage they
have shown in Afghanistan.
But in many countries, there is
a disconnect between the ef-
forts of those who serve and
the ambivalence of the broad-
er public. I understand why
war is not popular. But I also
know this: The belief that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

New constitution promises Kenya a bright future
Allan W. Mburu
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A. I., EMBASSY OF THE

REPUBLIC OF KENYA

------------------------------------------

On Dec. 12, 1963, Kenya at-
tained her independence and
broke away from the yoke of
c o l o n i a l  i  s  m  .
Kenyans there-
fore mark with
great pride the
46th anniversa-
ry when she
joined the
league of na-
tions that en-
joyed self-rule. As we reflect
on our history, I wish to thank
The Japan Times for provid-
ing me with this opportunity
on behalf of the government
and people of the Republic of
Kenya to convey heartfelt
greetings to Their Majesties
the Emperor Akihito and Em-
press Michiko, for their role in
promoting unity of the Japa-
nese people.

I also wish to congratulate
them for their 50th wedding an-
niversary celebrated in April
and above all the 20th anniver-
sary of the enthronement of His
Majesty the Emperor. I trust
Their Majesties will continue to
enjoy good health and further
wish for the prosperity of the
Imperial Household.

Let me also convey warm
greetings to Prime Minister
Yukio Hatoyama and the gov-
ernment and people of this
great and friendly nation for
the successful election held in
August that saw the Democrat-

ic Party of Japan win enough
seats to form a government. It
is my hope the agenda for
change, the platform on which
the DPJ secured its victory,
will contribute toward address-
ing the myriad challenges fac-
ing not only Japan but the glob-
al community.

I believe Japan will contin-
ue playing an active leader-
ship role in reversing the ad-
verse effects of climate
change, threats to internation-
al security, attainment of Mil-
lennium Development Goals
and strengthening the rela-
tionship between Japan and
the African continent embod-
ied in the TICAD IV frame-
work. I therefore take this op-
portunity to applaud Hatoya-
ma’s announcement during
the United Nations General
Assembly in September re-
garding his government’s
commitment to double over-
seas development assistance
by the year 2012 within the TI-
CAD IV framework, a position
echoed by Foreign Minister
Katsuya Okada when he ad-
dressed the African diplomat-
ic corps in October.

As a major beneficiary of
ODA from Japan, Kenya will
play her respective role in ad-
vancing the letter and spirit
contained in the Yokohama
Declaration of 2008.

From a historical context,
Kenya has maintained her stra-
tegic partnership with Japan
for more than four decades.

In the recent past, our en-

gagements have been marked
by high-level exchange visits
such as those by Samuel Poghi-
sio, minister for information
and communications, who vis-
ited Japan in February to at-
tend a workshop organized by
the government to discuss
peace and Security in the neigh-
boring Sudan, followed by Ceci-
ly Mbarire, the assistant minis-
ter for tourism, in September to
attend JATA 2009 and finally
Dr. Sally Kosgei, minister for
higher education, science and
technology, who represented
Kenya during the Science and
Technology in Society Forum in
Kyoto in October.

These visits alongside others
have promoted further collabo-
rative efforts geared toward in-
ternational security and pro-
motion of trade and invest-
ment, science and technology,
and above all explored new
areas of partnerships.

Let me also thank the gov-
ernment of Japan for sending a
team composed of members of
the House of Councilors to visit
three African countries, includ-
ing Kenya, in October to assess
the efficacy of ODA. I am hap-
py to note that the team report-
ed sound ODA management in
the countries they visited.

I also wish to thank the Japa-
nese public for their support of
the African continent and as-
sure them that Kenya values
ODA from Japan, which is
playing a pivotal role in compli-
menting the government’s ef-
forts toward poverty reduction.

Our bilateral engagements
have also realized mutual gains
for both countries. The joint
trade mission that visited Ken-
ya late last year consisting of
government officials and Japa-
nese investors provided a plat-
form for exploring further pros-
pects in Kenya. I therefore in-
vite more to take advantage of
the attractive business climate
in Kenya, supported by her geo-
strategic location, an educated
and industrious labor force, a
relatively developed infra-
structure, the well-established
banking system, a ready mar-
ket within the region and a sta-
ble political climate.

As we celebrate this auspi-
cious occasion, it is fitting to re-
flect on the experiences of Ken-
ya as a nation over the last two
years. In December 2007, Ken-
ya held its 10th general election
(presidential, parliamentary
and local government). The re-
sults were disputed, resulting in
disturbances that led to the loss
of more than 1,200 lives, inju-
ries, the displacement of more
than 300,000 people and enor-
mous destruction of property.

Thankfully though, Kenyans
quickly resolved the conflict
with the help of the internation-
al community and settled for a
grand coalition government
that is now fully operational ow-
ing to its inclusive nature. This
achievement is owed to self-
sacrifice by our political lead-
ers who agreed to pursue a
peaceful path that has now re-
mained the key pillar in the cur-

rent political dispensation. This
has also provided a constitu-
tional moment that has trig-
gered debate on the harmo-
nized draft constitution re-
leased by the government in
November for Kenyans to
study for a month to enable
them make an informed deci-
sion during the national refer-
endum in 2010.

As a member of the global
community, Kenya is also con-
fronted by the adverse effects
associated with climate change
that have manifested them-
selves in loss of forest cover,
drying of water sources, occa-
sional floods during the erratic
rainy seasons, drought, food
scarcity that is c h a r a c t e r i z e d
by high food prices, irrevers-
ible trends on ecosystems,
threats to biodiversity caused
by human activities and hu-
man-wildlife conflict.

As a result of these challeng-
es, Kenya remains keenly in-
terested in environmental and
climate change issues. As host
to the headquarters of the Unit-
ed Nations Environment Pro-
gram, Kenya wishes to contin-
ue to play its traditional leader-
ship roles in global
environmental matters as well
as climate change. Kenya is al-
so keen to see UNEP’s role in
environmental management
and climate change enhanced,
deepened and expanded.

Kenya is concerned about
the systematic weakening of
UNEP through fragmentation
of its mandate and the creation

of new secretariats tied to envi-
ronment and climate c h a n g e ,
distortion of UNEP’s mandate
through the multiplication of
Multilateral Environmental
Agreements (MEAs), poor and
unpredictable funding for
UNEP as well as a lack of equi-
table support for and funding of
the United Nations Office in
Nairobi by member states and
the U.N. Secretariat, which un-
dermine its role as the back-
bone to UNEP administration.
In this regard, Kenya would
like to see the Copenhagen con-
ference result in an outcome
that strengthens UNEP’s role
in the environment, climate
change and International Envi-
ronmental Governance (IEG),
and streamlining and consoli-
dation of MEAs to enhance
IEG.

The government has also de-
veloped a policy planning docu-
ment referred to as Vision 2030,
which aspires to see Kenya be-
come a middle income country
by the year 2030 with 10 percent
economic growth. To nurture a
robust economy, key sectors
such as tourism, agriculture,
manufacturing, trade, infor-
mation technology and finan-
cial services will need to pro-
vide the impetus for growth.

The overriding principle of
Vision 2030 is to produce a na-
tional psyche with Kenyans
identifying themselves with
and believing in it. The Vision
takes into account the diversity
in Kenya expressed by differ-
ent cultures, religions, ethnic

groups, races and geographic
areas. It is expected that under
Vision 2030, Kenya’s economy
will turn around and provide
more opportunities not only for
Kenyans but the international
community under a globalized
world. I therefore invite entre-
preneurs from Japan to posi-
tion themselves to further boost
trade relations between our two
countries.

Finally, let me take this op-
portunity to thank all those
who have sent to us messages
of good will and once again
thank The Japan Times and
wish its readers a happy fes-
tive season, good health and
prosperity in the new year.
Meanwhile, I invite you all to
learn more about Kenya
through our mission Web site
at www.kenyarep-jp.com

Future leader: A bronze statue of Barack Obama at age 10 stands on a pedestal in Menteng
Park in central Jakarta on Thursday. Obama spent part of his childhood in Indonesia. AFP-JIJI
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