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U.S. hikers who
strayed into
Iran to be tried
Tehran
AP

------------------------------------------

Iran said Monday a court will
try three Americans who wan-
dered across the border from
Iraq in July and became en-
snared in an increasingly bit-
ter standoff with the West over
Tehran’s nuclear program.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki did not
say when the trial would begin
or even what the Americans
were charged with, other than
that they had ‘‘suspicious
aims.’’ Last month, Iran’s
chief prosecutor said they
were accused of spying.

‘‘They will be tried by
Iran’s judiciary system and
verdicts will be issued,’’ Mot-
taki told a news conference.
He said the three were still be-
ing interrogated.

In Washington, Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton
said the Iranian move was ‘‘to-
tally unfounded’’ and appealed
anew to authorities to release
the Americans.

‘‘In fact, they were out hik-
ing and unfortunately, appar-
ently, allegedly, walked
across an unmarked bound-
ary,’’ she told reporters. ‘‘We
appeal to the Iranian leader-
ship to release these three
young people and free them as
soon as possible.’’

The three — Shane Bauer,
27, Sarah Shourd, 31, and Josh
Fattal, 27 — had been trekking
in Iraq’s northern Kurdistan
region when they accidentally
crossed into Iran, according to
their relatives. The trio were
arrested on July 31.

The case recalls that of
American-Iranian journalist
Roxanna Saberi, who was ar-
rested in Iran in January, con-
victed of espionage and sen-
tenced to eight years in prison.
She was freed on appeal in May
after heavy pressure from the
U.S. — and several months lat-
er, the U.S. military r e l e a s e d
five Iranians it had held for
more than two years.

The accusations against the
Americans — all graduates of
the University of California at
Berkeley — could be a first step
in a similar move by Iran to put
them on trial and convict them,
then arrange their release,
aiming to get concessions.

There is precedent, howev-
er, for the release of foreign-
ers without any apparent con-
ditions. Canadian-Iranian
journalist Maziar Bahari of
Newsweek was released on
bail and allowed to leave the
country in October after being
detained in Iran’s postelection
crackdown and tried in tele-
vised court proceedings.

Iran also swiftly released
five British sailors on Dec. 2 af-

ter their yacht strayed into Ira-
nian waters in the Persian Gulf.

Bauer and Shourd had been
living in Damascus, where he
was studying Arabic and she
was teaching English, and both
did freelance journalism and
writing online. Friends have
described them as passionate
adventurers interested in the
Middle East and human rights.

Fattal, who spent three
years with a group dedicated
to sustainable farming near
Cottage Grove, Ore., had been
overseas since January a  s a
teaching assistant with the In-
ternational Honors Program.

Hoping to prove that they
were simply vacationing, the
families released videos taken
just days before their detention,
showing the backpackers danc-
ing and joking in an unfinished
cinder block building they
came across in Kurdistan. In
one video, Fattal performed an
impromptu rap about Iraq.

Spy trial: Iranian authorities say they will try three American
hikers who strayed across the border from Iraq. At top are
Shane Bauer and Sarah Shourd. Bottom: Josh Fattal raps
about Iraq in a July 29 video. AP

Kazakhstan urges global security
Akylbek A. Kamaldinov
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF

KAZAKHSTAN

------------------------------------------

Kazakhstan is a young coun-
try that appeared on the map
just 18 years ago. But the
depth and mag-
nitude of the
changes during
these years
have become
for us equal to
epoch. From a
poor part of the
former Soviet
Union, Kazakhstan has be-
come an economically ad-
vanced and dynamically de-
veloping democratic state,
which is a worthy partner of
the international community
in solving urgent contempo-
rary problems.

Kazakhstan, which experi-
enced the negative effects of
nuclear weapons use, has been
and remains an active partici-
pant in the wider international
cooperation aimed at nuclear
disarmament and nonprolifer-
ation.

On Dec. 2, 2009, the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly approved an ini-
tiative by Kazakhstan pro-
claiming Aug. 29 — the date of
closure of the Semipalatinsk
nuclear test site — as ‘‘Interna-
tional Day against Nuclear
Tests.’’ This appropriate reso-
lution was originally proposed
by President Nursultan Nazar-
bayev. The resolution was co-
authored by 26 nations, includ-
ing Japan.

We see the adoption of the
resolution as a recognition by
the international community of
the significant contribution of
Kazakhstan to strengthening
international security and non-
proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction.

The experience of Kazakh-
stan is particularly relevant to-
day, when the world faces the
further spread of weapons of
mass destruction.

We believe that time has
come for a major strengthening
of the nonproliferation regime
and the reduction of weapons of
mass destruction. In particu-
lar, Kazakhstan stands for the
soonest entrance into force of
the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty.

The world needs to join in ef-
forts to revive the chances of
the CTBT for existence as an ef-
fective measure of containing
the proliferation of nuclear
weapons. Through joint efforts,
we must convince the countries
that have so far either not
signed or ratified the treaty and
without whose participation it
is meaningless to make those
steps.

We believe it is critical to
launch negotiations over the

Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty
as soon as possible.

Kazakhstan proposes to
strengthen and make more ef-
fective the Nuclear Nonprolif-
eration Treaty. The world
needs to recognize that NPT be-
came asymmetrical, providing
sanctions only against non-nu-
clear-weapon states. Calling
for banning the development of
nuclear weapons, nuclear pow-
ers themselves should show an
example of reduction and re-
nunciation of nuclear arsenals.

In this context, we welcome
recent initiatives of the U.S.
and Russian presidents, Ba-
rack Obama and Dmitry Med-
vedev, in this area, which echo
approaches outlined by Presi-
dent Nazarbayev on numerous
occasions at the U.N.

The future of the nonprolifer-
ation regime and prospects of
global nuclear disarmament
will, to a great extent, depend
on the outcome of the NPT Re-
view Conference in New York
next May.

Yet we are convinced that
mankind should take an even
more far-reaching step. Our
president has called for the de-
velopment of a new treaty o n
universal horizontal and verti-
cal nonproliferation of nuclear
weapons.

Recent developments in the
world, including in Asia, dem-
onstrate that the absence of ef-
fective mechanisms and tools
to prevent conflicts is fraught
with serious consequences.

Asia has become a focus for
various conflicts that repeated-
ly lead to armed clashes and
tensions that surely have a neg-
ative impact on global security.
Hence the need to develop a
system for regulation of region-
al relationships in Asia is more
relevant than ever.

One of the tangible steps in
this direction was the initiative
to convene the Conference on
Interaction and Confidence-
Building Measures in Asia (CI-
CA) proposed to the interna-
tional community by the Presi-
dent Nazarbayev on Oct. 5,
1992, during the 47th Session of
the U.N. General Assembly.
This initiative serves as an ef-
fective instrument for main-
taining security and coopera-
tion in Asia. Its viability is
based on the sincere aspira-
tions and hopes of the people of
the continent to live in a safe
world.

Today, the main objective of
CICA is to strengthen coopera-
tion through elaborating multi-
lateral approaches toward pro-
moting peace, security and sta-
bility in Asia. The working
paper ‘‘The cooperative ap-
proach to the implementation
of the CICA CBMs’’ adopted in
March 2007 in Bangkok marked

the transition to the p r a c t i c a l
implementation of specific
measures and building confi-
dence among members in four
dimensions: economic, envi-
ronmental, humanitarian and
combating new challenges and
threats.

In the immediate CICA agen-
da there are preparations for
the Third Summit of Heads of
States and Governments of CI-
CA member countries in sum-
mer 2010.

CICA brings together 20
states, which occupy 90 percent
of Asia’s territory with half the
world’s population. We very
much hope that Japan, which
currently is an observer in CI-
CA, will also actively partici-
pate in the forum. Taking into
account the expansion of the
main areas of the forum’s activ-
ity, Japan could join the work
on the development of one of the
dimensions of the meeting.
Participation of the minister of
foreign affairs of Japan in the
upcoming Third CICA Summit
in 2010 would be very useful in
terms of the exchange of opin-
ions on topical issues on the re-
gional agenda.

Moreover, taking into ac-
count the credibility and expe-
rience of Japan in promoting
preventive diplomacy, Japan’s
full membership in CICA would
be a logical extension of the de-
sire of the new administration
of the Democratic Party of Ja-
pan and the Cabinet of Yukio
Hatoyama to assume greater
responsibility for the affairs in
Asia. The idea of CICA is not a
short-term project, but it i  s a
complex and multifaceted po-
litical process for the long-term
perspective.

Of particular note is the asset
of rich experience that Kazakh-
stan has accumulated during
the years of independence,
which is available to all. Ka-
zakhstan being elected as a
chairman of the O r g a n i z a t i o n
for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE) in 2010 has set

its goal of strengthening the
OSCE as a forum for equal dia-
logue, exchanging of positive
experiences and seeking effec-
tive solutions. Kazakhstan
stands for the transformation
of the OSCE into a powerful or-
ganization in the face of in-
creasing threats and challeng-
es.

Despite the fact that the
OSCE, as the world’s largest re-
gional structure, has existed for
over 35 years, few people in Eu-
rope know about this organiza-
tion and the important role it
plays in strengthening security
and cooperation from Vancou-
ver to Vladivostok. As a coun-
try having good relations with
all members of the OSCE, we
intend to give a new, strong im-
petus to all constructive pro-
cesses within the organization.

Our priorities will include
strengthening the European se-
curity architecture, develop-
ment of transit transport poten-
tial, stabilization of Afghani-
stan — regional partner of the
OSCE. An important priority
will be to promote principles of
tolerance and peaceful coexis-
tence. In June in Astana will be
held the OSCE High Level Con-
ference on Tolerance and Non-
discrimination.

One of the greatest challeng-
es for us that President Nazar-
bayev has defined is to hold the
OSCE summit.

Since the last summit in Is-
tanbul in 1999, the heads of
states and governments of the
OSCE have not gotten together
to discuss current problems
and further ways to solve them.

After Sept. 11, 2001, interna-
tional terrorism stated itself
with a new force, overturning
conventional ideas of enemies
and threats.

In light of the multiple-vector
processes, including the expan-
sion of NATO, the lack of unity
on the issue of the adapted
Treaty on Conventional Armed
Forces in Europe, the creation
o  f a new European security ar-

chitecture became a special is-
sue. Unfortunately, there re-
main unresolved so-called
‘‘protracted conflicts’’ in the
OSCE area — in Transnistria,
Nagorno-Karabakh, Georgia-
South Ossetia and Georgia-Ab-
khazia conflicts. The risk of ex-
acerbating ethnic and religious
problems in the Balkans still re-
mains.

For the past eight years the
international community has
not succeeded in the stabiliza-
tion of Afghanistan. Kazakh-
stan as a country providing hu-
manitarian assistance to Af-
ghanistan, and which has
recently agreed to train at our
expense 1,000 Afghans for
peaceful professions, would not
only exploit the potential of the
OSCE in this field during its
chairmanship, but also would
lay a good ground to strengthen
the OSCE’s role in solving Af-
ghanistan’s problems.

In addition, the adoption of
Declaration on the Corfu p r o -
cess in the recent ministerial
meeting in Athens as well as the
Corfu process itself demon-
strate the OSCE countries’ will-
ingness for dialogue and closer
interaction. We intend to fur-
ther develop this undoubted
success of the Greek chairman-
ship, including in the form of
holding the OSCE summit.

We believe that holding the
summit during the 35th anni-
versary of the Helsinki Final

Act and the 65th anniversary of
the end of World War II will
give a strong impetus to all ac-
tivities of this organization. We
are convinced that today, 10
years after the Istanbul OSCE
Summit, is the moment when
our leaders should assess the
current challenges and outline
key priorities for security and
cooperation in the OSCE area.

Our goal is to breathe the
new life into the process begun
35 years ago. In collaboration
with our partners we intend to
actively work toward trans-
forming this vision into reality.

Globally, the chairmanship
of Kazakhstan will promote di-
alogue across Eurasia. There
is no international structure
that alone can solve all the
complex challenges the world
faces. In this regard, as a co-
founder and active member of
the SCO, CSTO, EurAsEC and
CICA, Kazakhstan can make a
significant contribution to the
harmonization of their efforts
with the OSCE to address to-
day’s challenges and threats.

Kazakhstan is convinced
that only by acting together,
we can achieve the noble goals
of the OSCE — security and
prosperity for our people.
Combining our efforts will bet-
ter meet today’s challenges
and threats, as well as ensure
the formation of the zone of
peace and prosperity in the
vast Eurasian subcontinent.

Kazakh splendor: Akorda is the official residence of the
president of the Republic of Kazakhstan. KAZAKHSTAN EMBASSY

China cancels
talks on Iran
Vienna AP

An upcoming meeting by five
world powers on trying to curb
Iran’s nuclear program has
been canceled at China’s
request, senior officials from
three of the countries involved
said Monday.

One of the officials said
China cited scheduling
problems in asking for the
cancellation, and the five now
plan to talk by conference
call. That call was tentatively
set for Dec. 22.

The official said China
seemed to have genuine
problems in attending the
meeting in Brussels or
outside the Copenhagen
climate summit and did not
appear to be seeking to delay
it. Still, the development was
a setback in efforts to present
a unified front in the face of
continued Iranian defiance on
its nuclear program.

Because it relies on Iran
for gas and oil, China is the
weakest link in international
attempts to punish the
country for defying a U.N.
Security Council demand
that it stop enriching
uranium, a process that can
make both nuclear fuel and
the fissile core of warheads.

The world powers also
have to worry about an
increasingly edgy Israel.
The Jewish state sees an
Islamic Republic with such
weapons as an existential
threat — and has repeatedly
indicated it is ready to hit
Iran militarily.
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