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Haiti independence day

Haiti enters new era of national security, stability
Jean-Claude Bordes
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF HAITI

------------------------------------------

On this auspicious occasion, it
gives me great pleasure and
honor to extend my wishes on
behalf of my
g  o  v  e r n m e n t
and the people
of Haiti.

I would like
to first congrat-
ulate Their Im-
perial Majes-
ties (Golden
Wedding Anniversary, 20th
Anniversary of the Accession
to the Throne and the holiday
season) Emperor Akihito and

Empress Michiko and convey
also my best wishes of good
health and prosperity to the
members of the Imperial fam-
ily, the government of Japan
and the friendly and hospita-
ble people of Japan.

The situation of Haiti is dif-
ferent from other underde-
veloped nations. After years
or even decades of instabili-
ty, Haiti is about to cope effi-
ciently with its long-existing
issues.

With the recent and rapid
ratification of our new prime
minister in early November,
who decided to combat pover-
ty as his first priority, we are

hopeful that the new ap-
proach will bear fruit in the
near future. Of course, we
are still facing many chal-
lenges, but with the new poli-
cy implemented over the past
year by His Excellency Rene
Preval, president of the Re-
public of Haiti, the country is
now enjoying a peaceful
atmosphere up to the point
that some members of its
large diaspora around the
world have started to return
to their motherland and are
now looking for investment
opportunities in different ac-
tivities. Now Haiti is un-
doubtedly on the threshold of
a new era of national security
and political stability.

At this point, no one can
challenge our determination
aiming at the implementation
of democracy, national recon-
ciliation and good gover-
nance. Our president has also
shown a crucial resoluteness
and devotion to create more
jobs and to help improve the
quality of life of our citizens in
order to achieve higher eco-
nomic growth. In this regard,
the new government of Haiti
headed by H.E. Jean-Max Bel-

lerive as prime minister has
already undertaken reforms
related to education in its fight
against illiteracy and has
started to establish major pol-
icies for the protection of the
environment. Haiti will hope-
fully return to its former sta-

tus of ‘‘The Pearl of the Antil-
les’’ after decades of environ-
mental degradation and re-
store its position as the most
important destination in the
tourism industry.

Once again, with the assis-
tance of the international com-

munity, the government of
Haiti is taking measures to
curb a dangerous tendency
threatening the whole ecosys-
tem. We are convinced, that in
our efforts, Japan as usual will
continue to help us to find the
best solutions.

Fragile world: January Schofield is shown Wednesday, when she had been out of the hospital
for 56 days, the longest period in 15 months. LOS ANGELES TIMES

On the trail of the disappeared: Members of the Argentina
project team at Bode Technology in Lorton, Va., pose with
pipettes used to extract DNA in July. AP

Family fights to
cope with girl’s
schizophrenia
Frustration, hope
abound in search for
effective treatment

Shari Roan
Los Angeles
LOS ANGELES TIMES

------------------------------------------

It was a little more than a year
ago, that January Schofield,
at age 6, began to drift from re-
ality. Suicidal, violent and
plagued by hallucinations of
rats and cats who conversed
and played with her, she be-
gan the first of seven psychiat-
ric hospitalizations.

As of Wednesday, Jani, 7,
has been out of the hospital
nearly two months, the longest
period in 15 months. Together
with her parents, Michael and
Susan, and brother, Bodhi, 2,
Jani is living a fragile exis-
tence — haunted by delusions
that sometimes tell her to hurt
herself or others, even the peo-
ple she loves.

But, despite the family’s
now dire financial and emo-
tional circumstances, that ex-
istence is not completely de-
void of hope.

The child’s story was first
described on June 29 in the Los
Angeles Times article ‘‘Jani is
at the mercy of her mind.’’ At
the time, the family was strug-
gling with the new diagnosis of
child-onset schizophrenia and
searching for a way to care for
their child on a long-term ba-
sis. Shortly after the story was
published, Jani was hospital-
ized for the fifth time.

She’s now living at home
and attends school an hour
each day for one-on-one tutor-
ing. Her father is no longer
employed as an English in-
structor at California State
University, Northridge; he’ll
soon receive a small advance
to write a book about his
daughter’s illness.

For now, the family scrapes
by on his unemployment,
forced by Jani’s illness to rent
two small apartments, rather
than one for the entire family.
There, in a complex in Santa
Clarita, one parent stays with
Jani and the other with Bodhi.
The arrangement is the only
way to keep Jani at home and
protect Bodhi from her unpre-
dictable behavior.

‘‘The two apartments have
worked,’’ says Michael, 33.
‘‘Bodhi isn’t growing up scared
of her. Our biggest problems
are the normal financial prob-
lems that come when you have
a mentally ill child such that
you can’t work.’’

Jani’s prognosis is unclear,

but she shows some signs of
progress. She takes a combi-
nation of the antipsychotic
drugs Clozaril and Thorazine
and the mood stabilizer lithi-
um. She is less violent, less de-
pressed and behaves well
when engaged in something
she enjoys, such as visits to the
animal shelter or pet store.

Activity tends to hush the in-
truders in Jani’s brain. Because
the stimulation needs to be con-
stant, the family leaves their
small apartments early each
day in their search for free di-
versions. Sometimes, when
they run out of things to do, a
panicked look comes into her
eyes. ‘‘What are we going to do
next?’’ she asks pleadingly.

Like a little bird, she flits
from perch to perch, flapping
her hands — a nervous tic —
and chirping profound
thoughts followed by nonsensi-
cal ones.

‘‘Jani is a very whimsical
child,’’ says Dr. Linda Wood-
all, a child and adolescent psy-
chiatrist who has been treat-
ing Jani for almost two years.
‘‘There is this huge world in
her head. Some of it is tor-
menting and some of it is de-
lightful. And everything has a
name. There is such a charm-
ing quality to that behind the
illness.’’

Woodall calls her time with
Jani a learning experience for
which there is no manual.

‘‘It has been really difficult
to find something to treat her
symptoms,’’ she says. ‘‘But
I’m an eternal optimist. I do
think there will be the right
medication for Jani some
day.’’

Jani still has frequent hallu-
cinations, although her brain
has altered the shape of those
phantoms. She doesn’t see rats
and cats as much anymore
and now tends to be haunted
by numbers — strange, twist-
ed, towering figures that move
and talk to her. She dislikes 13.
He opens his mouth wide and
frightens her. Five, too, is
dark. Five bites her.

‘‘She will tell me when
they’re here,’’ says Susan, 40.
‘‘She’ll say ‘Wednesday’s
here.’ (Wednesday is a rat.)
We talked last night about
what schizophrenia is. I said
it’s the hallucinations. This
morning, we were talking
about getting dressed. She told
me her hallucinations always
wear the same clothes.’’

Jani sees Woodall one hour a
week and sees a psychologist
three times a week. But the
Schofields have relinquished
hopes of receiving any services
from the Los Angeles County

Department of Mental Health.
In October, they received a let-
ter from the department offer-
ing to place Jani in the Dever-
eaux Foundation treatment
center for children and adoles-
cents with behavioral health
problems in Viera, Fla. The
family rejected the plan be-
cause it would make regular
visits impossible or force relo-
cation from Los Angeles. The
county had previously offered
to place her in a residential fa-
cility in Texas.

‘‘We’re committed to keep-
ing her with us,’’ Michael said.
‘‘Not just because the only res-
idential offer is still out of
state, but because she
wouldn’t get love there. And
that’s important.’’

Department of Mental
Health officials declined to
comment on the case.

The Schofields are angry,
but resigned, that so few re-
sources exist to help a psychot-
ic child.

No residential center in Cal-
ifornia will take Jani because
of her extreme behavior. She
was also rejected at two pri-
vate outpatient day schools for
mentally ill children.

Any small problem — an
empty gas tank, Bodhi’s flu —
tries the parents’ already
frayed resilience. The few rel-
atives to whom they are close
live too far away to be of much
help, and others have been
alienated by Jani’s illness.
Both Michael and Susan take
antidepressants and undergo
counseling for depression.
Many months ago, Michael
made a halfhearted suicide at-
tempt by taking an overdose of
antidepressants.

‘‘No one really understands
what we’re going through,’’
Susan says. ‘‘That’s half the
battle.’’

Others have not been blind
to the family’s plight. The
Times’ story led to an outpour-
ing of financial donations and
offers of help. A San Diego ele-
mentary school teacher, Mar-
la Rosenthal, and her friend
Karen Cohen, who lives in Los
Angeles, are planning Jani’s
Giant Garage Sale for Jan. 17.

‘‘These are the kinds of par-
ents who are going more than
the extra mile and doing ev-
erything they can and are still
running into so many road-
blocks,’’ Rosenthal said. ‘‘I felt

like I had to do something.’’
The family’s greatest asset

at the moment is a group of
psychology students at Glen-
dale College who spend a few
hours each day at the apart-
ment keeping Jani enter-
tained. The volunteer ar-
rangement was the idea of
Daphne Dionisio, a psycholo-
gy professor at the college.

‘‘After I read the article in
The Times, two things reso-
nated,’’ says Dionisio. ‘‘Num-
ber one, Jani is stable when
her parents engage her in con-
stant mental stimulation.
And, two, that constant en-
gagement puts an enormous
stress on her family. I thought
I could help them.’’

Her students have taken to
Jani with joy.

‘‘It’s deeply meaningful for
them,’’ Dionisio says. ‘‘These
are students who really want
to help.’’

Five students have worked
with Jani this fall and 14 will
take turns spending time with
her each day in 2010.

This small web of kindness
helps keep the family afloat
and kindles hope for a better
future.

H1N1 spreads slower
than other pandemics
Milwaukee
AP

------------------------------------------

How contagious is swine flu?
Less than the novel viruses
that have caused big world
outbreaks in the past, new re-
search suggests.

If someone in your home has
swine flu, your odds of catching
it are about 1 in 8, although chil-
dren are twice as susceptible as
adults, the study found. It is one
of the first scientific attempts to
find out how much the i l l n e s s
spreads in homes versus at
work or school, and who is most
at risk. The study was done by
outbreak specialists from Im-
perial College London and from
the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

Swine flu has sickened an
estimated one-sixth of Ameri-
cans since the novel virus was
first identified in April. The
second wave of cases now
seems to have peaked, and
health experts do not know if
another surge lies ahead.

People with swine flu are
advised to stay home for at
least a day after their fever
goes away by itself to avoid
spreading illness. That puts
family members at risk, but
who is vulnerable and to what
extent has not been known.

About 60 percent of swine

flu cases have been in chil-
dren, but researchers won-
dered: Are they truly more
likely to get swine flu, or just
more likely to be taken t  o a
doctor and tested for it? Are
they more likely to spread the
virus than adults are? To find
out, researchers studied infec-
tion patterns in 216 people with
swine flu from around the U.S.
(half of them children) and 600
people living with them.

Respiratory illnesses that
researchers assumed were
swine flu developed in 78 of the
600 household members, or 13
percent. However, 10 percent
had symptoms more specific
to flu. That’s less than the
‘‘spread’’ rate during earlier
flu pandemics in 1957 and 1968,
when 14 percent to 20 percent
of household members were
infected. Less is known about
spread in the 1918 pandemic,
but households and lifestyles
were very different then. In an
ordinary flu season, the virus
spreads to 5 percent to 40 per-
cent of household members,
various studies have shown.

Children were twice as sus-
ceptible to catching swine flu
as adults were, and even more
so if they were younger than 4,
said one of the researchers,
Lyn Finelli, surveillance chief
for the CDC’s flu division.

U.S. lab takes lengthy steps to ID
victims of Argentina’s ‘dirty war’
Nafeesa Syeed
and Vanessa Hand Orellana
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

Victoria Avila was just 1 when
her father vanished, snatched
up by agents of Argentina’s
former military dictatorship
in 1977.

Now, Victor Hugo Avila is no
longer among the ranks of the
disappeared. Thanks to DNA
tests conducted at a lab in Lor-
ton, Va., scientists are helping
families of the long-lost victims
of a defunct junta identify the
remains of loved ones — with 42
matches in 2009 alone.

Advances in DNA testing
are making it cheaper and
faster to identify victims of
South American atrocities,
raising hopes among their rel-
atives that in the years ahead
science will answer painful
questions from Argentina’s
1976-83 dictatorship.

For Victoria Avila, 33,
learning of her father’s fate
has brought ‘‘a strange feel-
ing, a weird kind of happiness,
because after all, it’s not like
he was alive, but at least his
remains were with us. After 32
years my mother can finally
call herself a widow.’’

Victor Avila’s identification
began with bone fragments
exhumed in Argentina and
ended in the lab of the Bode
Technology Group Inc., where
samples from some 600 skele-
tons are being compared with
thousands of blood samples
supplied by victims’ relatives.

Some 12,000 people are offi-
cially listed as dead or missing
from the junta’s ‘‘dirty war’’ on
dissent; human rights activists
put the figure at nearly 30,000.

An independent group
called the Argentine Forensic
Anthropology Team has led ef-
forts to exhume graves and
urged relatives to provide
blood samples.

Luis Fondebrider, a forensic
anthropologist, said he is often
asked whether the bones
showed signs of torture —
something he says is almost im-
possible to tell. He says loved
ones are given the option of
viewing the skeleton in the lab.

There is no hair or skin or
feature to remind them of the
person they knew, but identifi-
cations usually unleash diffi-
cult emotions, tears and relief.

Fondebrider recalls one
man, who upon learning his fa-
ther had been identified,
asked to see the remains. The
man took his guitar to play a
song in front of the skeleton
with his young son present.

‘‘I think the man, with t h a t
song, was trying to link t h o s e
three generations,’’ he said.

About two years ago, the an-
thropology team began a wide
campaign to solicit blood sam-
ples, posting ads on TV and

banners at soccer stadiums.
Bode — a private facility

whose experts have helped
identify victims from Bosnia,
Hurricane Katrina and the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks — outbid
several labs to work for the Ar-
gentina team. The U.S. Con-
gress provided $1.4 million for
the first two years of the cam-
paign, while Argentina is help-
ing cover costs in 2010.

Scientists store the bones in a
freezer, helping to preserve the
remaining DNA that has been
exposed to soil for three decades.
To extract DNA, lab workers
pulverize bone samples, mix the
powder with liquids and use
chemical reactions to generate
many copies of the DNA.

That provides plenty of ge-
netic material to test, said Ed
Huffine, vice president for hu-
manitarian missions at Bode.

Seeking to avoid contami-
nation, scientists wear gloves,
coats and face masks and in-
sert their arms under a hood
when handling the bones,
which contain little DNA.

‘‘There’s so much more than
what ‘CSI’ shows on TV,’’ Huf-
fine said. ‘‘It’s not that simple.
It’s a multiple-day process and
it takes years of practice.’’

Obtaining DNA from blood
samples is less complicated.

Lab workers create a DNA
profile for each bone and blood
sample. Then a computer
compares the profiles with
others in a database, seeking
matches. The more surviving
family members whose DNA
profiles are in the database
the better for scientists to find
a possible match.

If a match is found, experts
in Argentina check the identity
against the personal and medi-
cal histories of the individual
for final verification. Besides
the 42 IDs this year, about 100
additional identifications are
awaiting confirmation.

The anthropology team has
exhumed remains from
across Argentina and worked
with families to gather facts
about lost relatives.

Some bodies were buried in
hard-to-find mass graves, their
skeletons reconstructed from
scattered skulls, pelvises and
ribs. Others were thrown into the
ocean from planes, and scien-
tists recovered some body parts
that washed ashore, according
to Mercedes Doretti, founder of
the anthropology team.

The group has collected
more than 6,000 blood samples
from surviving relatives
across South America, Eu-
rope and the United States. It
hopes to process another 500
bone samples in 2010. The
group also is aiming to have
the DNA work done in Argenti-
na, at a genetic lab in Cordoba.

Authorities are careful to
temper expectations and note
there is no guarantee they can
solve all the disappearances.
But when science succeeds,
new chapters are added to
once-vanished lives.

Avila learned that her fa-
ther, who was a political activ-
ist, was killed 10 days after be-
ing abducted. She finds comfort
in knowing he didn’t suffer long.
Science didn’t bring him back,
but it has made him real again.
Blood samples she and her
brother provided in 2008
matched bones exhumed from
a mass grave only about 20
blocks from her home.

‘‘It’s so nice to be able to say
that he’s here,’’ she said. ‘‘I
have him here, and I’d never
had anything from him save
for the few memories.’’

The identifications also help
in building cases in the Argen-
tine courts against those ac-
cused of atrocities. Each iden-
tification goes through a for-
mal court procedure for
official confirmation.

Stronghold: The 19th-century Citadel in Haiti is the largest fortress in the Western Hemisphere
and is a UNESCO World Heritage site.
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