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Africa’s largest country grateful for Japan’s support
Steven Kiliona Wondu
AMBASSADOR OF SUDAN

------------------------------------------

Jan. 1, 2010, the Republic of
the Sudan commemorates
with pride the
54th anniversa-
ry of its inde-
pendence.

On behalf of
the government
and people of
the Republic of
the Sudan I
wish to convey my heartfelt
greetings and best wishes to
Their Imperial Majesties Em-
peror Akihito and Empress
Michiko, the Imperial family,
Prime Minister Yukio Hatoya-
ma, the government and the
friendly people of Japan. O ur
sincere congratulations are
also extended to the Sudanese
compatriots living in Japan.

The year 2009 witnessed re-
markable achievements in Su-
dan-Japan relations. It b e g a n
with the visit of State Minister
of Foreign Affairs Ali Karti.
The policy dialogue between
the countries was a big success.
The government of Sudan sent
a strong delegation led by the
undersecretary of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. And 2009
closed with the first Japan-Ar-
ab Economic Forum in which
the Sudan delegation was head-

ed by the minister of interna-
tional cooperation. Also, 2009
was the first year in which the
Yokohama Action Plan (TI-
CAD IV) entered the imple-
mentation stage. The govern-
ment of Sudan will continue to
support and fully participate in
all endeavors specified under
the action plan.

During 2009, bilateral coop-
eration between Japan and Su-
dan continued to blossom.
There were several ministerial
visits in both directions, be-
tween Tokyo and Khartoum.
Our government is most grate-
ful to the people and govern-
ment of Japan for the assis-
tance extended to the people of
Sudan in the form of food aid,
peace-building and construc-
tion of schools, hospitals and
water systems. I must hasten to
commend the small Japanese
nongovernmental organiza-
tions that are providing vital
services in our villages. I be-
lieve that 2010 will usher in a
higher level of bilateral cooper-
ation between our countries in
all areas of mutual concern.
This year, Sudan is going to
have a historical election under
the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement (CPA). I wish to
thank the government of Japan
for its big contribution to sup-
port the process of the elec-

tions.
Following is a short catalog

of facts about the Republic of
the Sudan:

N ature: Sudan is the largest
country in Africa and the 10th
largest in the world, sharing
borders with nine countries —
Egypt, Libya, Chad, Central
African Republic, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Uganda,
Kenya, Ethiopia and Eritrea.

Not surprisingly, Sudan is in-
habited by people of different
ethnic identities, cultural prac-
tices and religious beliefs. Su-
dan has been characterized as
‘‘the melting pot’’ of African and
Middle eastern cultures.

Natural Resources: Sudan’s
most important nonhuman re-
source is its agricultural poten-
tial. It has more than 80 million
hectares of arable land sup-
ported by rainwater, surface
water (rivers and lakes) and
subterranean reservoirs. Cur-
rently, Sudanese pastures sup-
port 121 million head of sheep,
cattle, goats and camels. The
fisheries and forestry sectors
provide a large percentage of
our protein and domestic ener-
gy needs at present, but the two
hold great promise for further
development into yet another
leg of Sudan’s monetary and ex-
port economy.

Petroleum extraction has

now reached 500,000 barrels
per day and could increase
with more investment in other
oil fields. Metals like gold,
copper and others are be-
lieved to exist in the country.

Econo m y: The economy of
Sudan is currently moving to-
ward a liberal and free-market
economy and getting ready for
globalization. Rules and poli-
cies have been implemented to
give noted advantages to for-
eign investors; these policies
include non discrimination on
the basis of foreign/national
projects, exemption for capital
goods and many other incen-
tives and guarantees provided
by the Investment Encourage-
ment Act of 1999.

Remarkable changes in the
structure of the Sudanese
economy have occurred with
the emergence of oil as a
source of revenue, which cre-
ated a massive demand for in-
frastructure to meet the ex-
panding economic activities.
The economy of Sudan is ex-
panding. The resources are
available, coupled with a fa-
vorable and encouraging envi-
ronment. The Japanese busi-
ness community is invited to
look closely at the opportuni-
ties available in different sec-
tors in Sudan.

Touri s m: Sudan’s environ-

mental diversity creates equal-
ly diverse tourist attractions.
The Red Sea coast, which ex-
tends for more than 700 km,
provides tourists with opportu-
nities for diving, underwater
photography, rowing and water
skiing. The Red Sea offers
many gulfs and coral reefs free
from contamination.

The country enjoys ancient
heritages and antiquities.
These heritages are centered
in the northern area, particu-
larly Naga and Maswarat,
where there are remains of
pyramids and temples. Many
of them are still unearthed.
The ruins are considered
World Heritage archaeologi-
cal sites by UNESCO.

In the savanna belt is proba-
bly one of the world’s largest

and most diverse zoos of flora
and fauna. Efforts are under
way to construct infrastruc-
ture that will open the area for
global research and tourism.

P o l itics: The government of
Sudan has a firm belief that
the full utilization of its enor-
mous natural resources can-
not be achieved without find-
ing a comprehensive political
settlement to internal dis-
putes. The signing of the his-
toric Comprehensive Peace
Agreement (CPA) in January
2005 has opened an unprece-
dented window of opportunity
to turn the devastation of
years of war, displacement
and underdevelopment into a
new era of peace and prosperi-
ty. Sudan’s vast natural re-
source endowments and sig-

nificant human capital offer
enormous development poten-
tial. Now is the time to consoli-
date and broaden the partner-
ship that has been formed be-
tween the parties to the peace
accord, civil society and the
international community in
order to realize the vision of a
unified Sudan that responds to
the needs of its diverse people.

The government is doing its
best to find an end and final
settlement to the Darfur prob-

lem through negotiations with
the armed movements in the
region. Also, the government
assures the international com-
munity of its readiness for ne-
gotiations at any time set by
mediation.

On behalf of the staff of the
Sudanese Embassy in Japan, I
wish the entire diplomatic
corps in Japan and all our
friends in various ministries
and agencies a happy New
Year.

Community ties: An Afghan villager stands in front of Afghan Army soldiers on patrol in Khowst Province on Dec. 16. REUTERS

Militants
in Iraq
free U.K.
hostage
Baghdad/London
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

British computer programmer
Peter Moore was released
Wednesday, 21/2 years after be-
ing taken hostage by militants
in Baghdad, officials said.

‘‘He is alive and in good
health,’’ Iraqi government
spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh
said. Moore was handed to
Iraqi authorities and then to
the British Embassy.

Moore, who was working on
contract in Baghdad, was cap-
tured with four of his body-
guards from Iraq’s Finance
Ministry in 2007 at the height
of sectarian bloodshed that
killed tens of thousands after
the 2003 U.S.-led invasion.

The bodies of three of the
bodyguards have since been
handed to U.K. authorities. The
fate of the fourth, Alan McMene-
my, is unconfirmed. British offi-
cials believe he is dead.

It has been one of the longest
hostage crises involving Brit-
ons since several were held
captive in Lebanon in the 1980s.

Moore’s stepmother, Pau-
line Sweeney, said Moore had
told her he did not know why
his captors had released him.

‘‘He said when they came in
to him this morning he thought
he was going out to a bullet in
his head,’’ she said.

British officials have in the
past said they believed a Shiite
militant group called Asaib
Ahl al-Haq, or League of the
Righteous, may have been be-
hind the kidnapping.

Al-Dabbagh said Iraq had
not been involved in talks to se-
cure Moore’s release, but said
that a suspected militant, Qais
al-Khazali, who is believed t o
be a senior Asaib Ahl al-Haq
member, had been transferred
on Wednesday from U.S. custo-
dy in Iraq to Iraqi authorities.

Khazali’s brother was re-
leased from U.S. then Iraqi
custody in June. The Iraqi
government denied any con-
nection with the British hos-
tage issue, saying that the
prisoner release was part of
reconciliation efforts after
years of bloodshed in Iraq.

Miliband said there had been
‘‘no substantive concessions’’ to
the hostage-takers and that it
was the Iraqi government’s
steps toward national reconcili-
ation that had laid the founda-
tions for progress in the case. He
declined to comment when
asked if U.K. officials had talked
directly to the hostage-takers.

Backers mull delayed Afghan vote
Democratic commitment weighed against
more fraud, violence in parliamentary poll

Deb Riechmann and Rahim Faiez
Kabul
AP

------------------------------------------

Five months before parliamen-
tary elections in Afghanistan,
donor nations are worried
about another messy vote and
some international officials are
even discussing whether the
polls should be delayed.

After years of encouraging
democracy, some Western na-
tions find themselves in the
uncomfortable position of
wondering whether another
round of voting will do more
harm than good in the vio-
lence-racked country.

The parliamentary elec-
tions are due in May. Donor
nations, including the U.S. and
Britain, fear the upcoming
vote could be a repeat of the
August presidential election,
which was rife with ballot-box
stuffing and deadly violence,
unless deep reforms are made
to clean up the Afghan-run
electoral process.

Another flawed vote would
erode the credibility of Afghan
President Hamid Karzai’s
government at a time when he
has pledged to battle corrup-
tion and improve services. Al-
so, having to guard polling sta-
tions in May would be a dis-
traction for the 30,000 U.S.
reinforcements and thousands

of other foreign troops recent-
ly deployed with orders to re-
verse the Taliban’s gains and
improve security so the coun-
try can develop.

Afghan officials will have
the final say on whether to
postpone the vote, but the in-
ternational community holds
the purse strings.

‘‘We are ready to carry out
our duties. The only problem
for us is money,’’ said Noor Mo-
hammad Noor, a spokesman
for Afghanistan’s Independent
Election Commission. ‘‘That is
up to the donor countries who
are providing us the funds. We
are waiting for a response from
them next month.’’

While the international
community has not publicly
threatened to hold back funds,
some Western diplomats are
quietly hoping Afghan offi-
cials decide to delay the elec-
tion, according to two interna-
tional officials who spoke on
condition of anonymity be-
cause they want to avoid any
appearance of meddling in Af-
ghan politics.

There is little consensus
within the international com-
munity about what to do.
Countries providing troops
and aid to Afghanistan are
weighing their desire to sup-
port the nation’s fragile de-
mocracy with the risk of fi-

nancing another fraud-
marred election.

If the May parliamentary
elections are held, significant
obstacles must be overcome,
said Melanie Scarlett, press
officer at the British Embassy
in the Afghan capital of Kabul.

‘‘Before committing further
funding and putting our troops
and those of our international
partners at risk, we need to be
sure that the lessons learned
have been implemented and
that the elections will make a
contribution to improving Af-
ghan governance,’’ she said.

On the other hand, India in-
sists the elections be held in
May as required by the Af-
ghan constitution.

‘‘There is no question of In-
dia’s views on this. The consti-
tution should be respected and
the aspirations of Afghan peo-
ple should be guarded,’’ said
J.P. Singh, a spokesman for
the Indian Embassy in Kabul.

In Parliament, lawmakers
are trying to chose between
honoring the constitution or
supporting a delay in hopes that
steps can be taken to curb
cheating. ‘‘We have heard that
there are problems with the
funding,’’ said Mohammad
Aqbal Safi, a parliamentarian
from Kapisa Province in east-
ern Afghanistan. ‘‘This has cre-
ated concerns among members
of Parliament because it is
against the law not to hold the
elections.’’

If there is no election, or it is

delayed, the current Parlia-
ment will be criticized as ille-
gal, he said.

‘‘We want the election to be
held,’’ he said. ‘‘We know that
in Afghanistan we have a
problem, but we should find a
solution to that and have the
election on time.’’

As debate continues, prepa-
rations for the elections are
moving into high gear: Ballot
boxes are being counted. Poll-
ing stations are being plotted
on maps. Workers are com-
pleting a budget for the May
vote, which is estimated to
cost at least $120 million, ac-
cording to the election com-
mission spokesman.

Peter Galbraith, the former
the top-ranking American in
the U.N. mission in Kabul, said
unless the nation’s electoral in-
stitutions are completely re-
vamped, the parliamentary
elections will be as fraudulent
at the presidential ballot.

‘‘This will undermine the fad-
ing confidence of Afghans in de-
mocracy and will further di-
minish the already low credibil-
ity of Karzai’s government,’’
said Galbraith, who was fired in
September after claiming that
Kai Eide, the head of the U.N.
mission, was not assiduous
enough in preventing fraud in
the presidential election. ‘‘Un-
less the problems that led to
massive fraud in 2009 are fixed,
the only sure winner of next
year’s parliamentary elections
will be the Taliban.’’

Critics decry
Chavez moves
Valencia Venezuela AP

Measures that Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez’s
opponents claim are meant
to stifle political opposition:
B Chavez has refused to
renew the broadcast licenses
of dozens of critical radio
stations and television’s
fiercest antigovernment
channel, RCTV.
B After opposition candidates
captured five governorships
and Venezuela’s two biggest
cities in polls, the pro-Chavez
National Assembly slashed
their budgets.
B Nearly 400 politicians,
including many Chavez foes,
are barred from running for
office because they are under
investigation for corruption.
B More than 2,200 people
have been indicted on criminal
charges, mostly
misdemeanors, stemming
from their participation in
protests over the past four
years, according to human
rights groups. Some are
prohibited from joining
demonstrations and barred
from leaving their hometowns.

Former mayor Lopez in uphill battle against Chavez

Opposition seeks
voice in Venezuela
Christopher Toothaker
Valencia Venezuela
AP

------------------------------------------

They range from wealthy busi-
nessmen to boisterous students
and poor single mothers,
jammed together 10,000 strong
in a stadium, chanting ‘‘change
is possible!’’ and shoving for-
ward to greet the man who is
challenging President Hugo
Chavez’s grip on power.

There’s a problem, howev-
er: Leopoldo Lopez can’t run
for office.

Like many of Chavez’s op-
ponents, some of whom are in
jail or have fled the country,
Lopez is barred as a candidate
because of a government cor-
ruption probe against him.

It’s a tactic critics say Chavez
uses to put his opponents’ politi-
cal ambitions on indefinite hold
as he heads into this year’s con-
gressional elections and his own
re-election campaign in 2012.
Chavez insists he is simply en-
forcing the law, and corruption
in Venezuela is widespread.

Lopez, a former Caracas
district mayor, says that if he
can’t run, he’ll recruit those
who can. To unseat Chavez is a
task widely seen as futile at
present. But the mere fact that
Lopez’s efforts are resonating
with ordinary Venezuelans
shows that the democratic
spirit still burns in the nation
of 28 million.

Lopez, a youthful-looking
38, is crisscrossing the country
wooing students, trade union-
ists and others with promising
leadership skills. He hopes to
mold them into a political
movement for Venezuelans
who are disenchanted with
Chavez’s decade-long rule, as
well as with the elite who gov-
erned the country before him.

While Chavez’s appeal is in
his embrace of the poor, Lopez
wants to capitalize on the grow-
ing frustration that an oil-rich
country, busy taunting the U.S.
and making far-reaching alli-
ances with Iran and Russia,
can’t tame inflation and crime
or deliver uninterrupted water
and electricity.

‘‘What we want is to build a
new majority from the bottom
up — not just through negotia-
tions and agreements between
elites,’’ Lopez said. ‘‘It’s a lon-
ger road, but for us, it’s the on-
ly road that gives us possibili-
ties of winning.’’

By ‘‘elites,’’ he means the
wealthy but fragmented —

and increasingly gray-haired
— opposition. But he too could
be called elite, coming from a
wealthy Caracas family, edu-
cated at Kenyon and Harvard
in the American ‘‘empire’’ that
Chavez reviles.

Chavez supporters dismiss
him as a self-interested rich
kid seeking to recover what
the country’s wealthy ‘‘oligar-
chy’’ has lost to Chavez’s so-
cialist policies. But his sup-
porters love his charisma, his
message of change, and his
blonde wife, Lilian Tintori, a
champion kite-surfer.

Lopez knows political suc-
cess won’t come easily.

Despite recent dips in the
polls, Chavez remains the coun-
try’s most popular politician.
But Lopez has made inroads
with former Chavistas such as
Rosmely Quiroz, 45, a single
mother of two who says double-
digit inflation makes it impossi-
ble to live on her minimum-
wage salary — $445 a month.

Lopez ‘‘is different from the
rest,’’ Quiroz said, chanting
with the crowd at a recent ral-
ly in Valencia, an industrial

city where Lopez kicked off
the movement he calls Popu-
lar Will with women blowing
kisses and students high-fiv-
ing him with chants of ‘‘Leo-
poldo! Leopoldo!’’

‘‘He’s extending a hand to
those of us who want to get in-
volved in politics — not for
personal gain, but to solve our
problems,’’ Quiroz said.

Chavez, a former military
officer known to his support-
ers as ‘‘El Comandante,’’ rose
to power on the votes of Vene-
zuelans disaffected with the
old parties, which they viewed
as corrupt and detached from
the poor. The opposition then
made two critical mistakes: It
tried to depose Chavez in a
coup in 2002, then boycotted
congressional elections in
2005, handing Chavez a major-
ity in Congress. But in elec-
tions in 2008, anti-Chavez can-
didates rebounded, capturing
the Caracas mayoralty and
five of the 24 states, including
three of Venezuela’s most pop-
ulous. The pro-Chavez Con-
gress struck back by remov-
ing power and budgets from
local and state officials.

Many opposition politicians,
labor leaders and university
students have been charged
with criminal offenses over the
last year that have landed them
in prison or forced them to
leave the country.

About a half dozen, led by
former presidential candidate
Manuel Rosales, are in Peru,
where they meet in coffee
shops to talk baseball and
grouse about Chavez.

‘‘Too often, depression
takes control of one’s time
here,’’ said Oscar Perez, a
tireless organizer of street
demonstrations who faces
charges of inciting violence.
‘‘It’s difficult to watch what’s
happening in Venezuela, see-
ing Chavez taking his adver-
saries out of the game and
knowing that nobody can do
anything about it,’’ he said by
phone from Lima.

Lopez, who had won a land-
slide victory to become mayor
of Chacao, one of the capital’s
wealthiest districts, was
barred from seeking re-elec-
tion because of the corruption
probe. The case is still open
two years later, even though
no charges have been filed.

‘‘That’s the strategy: They
shelve my case indefinitely,
trying to end my political ca-
reer,’’ Lopez said.

Ancient cemetery: The pyramids at the ruined city of Meroe
are part of a UNESCO World Heritage site.
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