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Looking for help: U.S. missionaries accused of illegally trying to take children out of Haiti pray before hearing the verdict from
Haitian Deputy Prosecutor Jean Ferge Joseph of the Judicial Police Office in Port-au-Prince on Thursday. REUTERS

Third term for Colombia president in doubt

Don’t let Uribe
run, judge says
Bogota
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

A top Colombian judge has
recommended that the coun-
try’s highest court reject as il-
legal a proposal to allow Presi-
dent Alvaro Uribe to seek re-
election in May, a former
mayor and local media said
Thursday.

The report if confirmed
would fuel doubts on the politi-
cal future of Uribe, a key
Washington ally popular at
home for his U.S.-backed se-
curity drive against leftist
rebels and with Wall Street for
his proinvestment policies.

Citing court sources, local
newspapers and radio report-
ed that Constitutional Court
Judge Humberto Sierra had
recommended in a confiden-
tial paper that his eight fellow
magistrates rule against the
re-election proposal.

A court spokesman could
not confirm details of the re-
port reserved for magistrates.
But ex-Bogota mayor and for-
mer presidential candidate,
Antanas Mockus, said on his
Twitter account he had details
Sierra urged magistrates to
vote no.

Sierra’s report is a nonbind-
ing recommendation and the
judges still have two months to
make their official ruling. But
a negative recommendation
could lend weight to those ar-
guing against allowing Uribe a
third consecutive term.

Colombia’s peso opened
down 0.56 percent, following
regional currencies pressured
by the stronger dollar but also
due to uncertainty generated
by the media reports.

‘‘I think there are people
who are nervous and who are
taking defensive positions

with this news, so we could see
a selloff of local TES bonds
and buying of dollars,’’ Camilo
Perez, director of investiga-
tions at Banco de Bogota.

The nine judges must de-
cide whether to allow a refer-
endum on amending the law to
allow Uribe to run for a third
term. His eight years in power
have been marked by success-
es in the country’s long conflict
with leftist guerrillas.

Uribe, already re-elected in
2006 after one constitutional
amendment, remains non-
committal on whether he will
run again. But the possibility
of re-election is drawing criti-
cism from his opponents and
even allies worried over Co-
lombia’s democracy.

The conservative leader re-
cently said his political future
depended on ‘‘God, the people
and the court.’’ But he has
stopped weekly broadcasts
that would violate electoral
law and his top officials have
lobbied incessantly for the re-
election.

‘‘About the future of the
country, allow me to say the
following: we must improve
the path we are taking, but
we must not change it,’’ the
president told a local radio
station.

Should Uribe fail to secure
the court’s backing, any suc-
cessor would likely stick
broadly to Uribe’s security
and proinvestment policies.
Violence from Colombia’s war
has ebbed and foreign inves-
tors have been drawn by im-
proved security.

Constitutional Court chief
Nilson Pinilla told local radio
that magistrates would con-
voke extraordinary sessions
to rule on re-election as soon
as possible.

Missionaries
charged with
kidnapping
Port-au-Prince
AP

------------------------------------------

Ten U.S. Baptist missionaries
were charged with kidnapping
Thursday for trying to take 33
children out of Haiti to a hasti-
ly arranged refuge just as offi-
cials were moving to protect
children from predators in the
chaos of a great earthquake.

The Haitian lawyer who
represents the 10 Americans
portrayed nine of his clients as
innocents caught u  p i  n a
scheme they did not under-
stand. But attorney Edwin
Coq did not defend the actions
of the group leader, Laura
Silsby, though he continued to
represent her.

‘‘I’m going to do everything
I can to get the nine out. They
were naive. They had no idea
what was going on and they
did not know that they needed
official papers to cross the
border,’’ Coq said. ‘‘But Silsby
did.’’

The Americans, most
members of two Idaho
churches, said they were res-

cuing abandoned children
and orphans from a nation
that UNICEF says had
380,000 even before the cata-
strophic Jan. 12 quake.

But at least two-thirds of the
children, who range in age
from 2 to 12, have parents who
gave them away because they
said the Americans promised
the children a better life.

The investigating judge,
who interviewed the mission-
aries Tuesday and Wednes-
day, found sufficient evidence
to charge them for trying to
take the children across the
border into the Dominican Re-
public on Jan. 29 without docu-
mentation, Coq said.

Each was charged with one
count of kidnapping, which
carries a sentence of five to 15
years in prison, and one of
criminal association, punish-
able by three to nine years.
Coq said the case would be as-
signed a judge and a verdict
could take three months.

In Washington, State De-
partment spokesman Gordon
Duguid said the U.S. govern-

ment was still waiting for a re-
port from its Embassy.

‘‘But the 10 are accused of
violating Haitian law and the
case is proceeding under Hai-
tian law through a transparent
judicial process,’’ Duguid
said.

State Department spokes-
man P.J. Crowley said the

U.S. was open to discuss ‘‘oth-
er legal avenues’’ for the de-
fendants, an apparent refer-
ence to the Haitian prime
minister’s earlier suggestion
that Haiti could consider
sending the Americans back
to the United States for
prosecution.

But it’s unlikely the Ameri-

cans could be tried back
home, according to Christo-
pher J. Schmidt, an expert on
international child kidnap-
ping law in St. Louis, Mo. U.S.
statutes may not even apply,
he said, since the children
never crossed an internation-
al border.

Silsby had already been

planning to create an orphan-
age for Haitian children in the
Dominican Republic. When
the earthquake struck she re-
cruited other church mem-
bers to help kick her plans into
high gear. The 10 Americans
rushed to Haiti and spent a
week gathering children for
their project.

Guyana foreign minister denies Iran mineral survey threatens U.S. ties
Georgetown
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Guyana’s top diplomat de-
nied opposition charges that
an agreement to have Iran
map the South American na-
tion’s mineral resources, in-
cluding uranium, could hurt
U.S. ties amid global worry

over Iran’s nuclear program.
President Bharrat Jagdeo,

following a visit to Tehran
last week, said that Iranian
scientists will travel to Guy-
ana to help with minerals
management. Guyana has
reserves of uranium and the
mapping could help develop
them.

Guyana’s opposition said
the agreement could help Iran
enrich uranium. Iran’s gov-
ernment says its nuclear pro-
gram is intended for peaceful
energy purposes but the Unit-
ed States and other nations
suspect it is aimed at making
nuclear weapons.

‘‘I do not see the visit, or the

areas in which Iran plans to
help us, creating a conflict
with the United States of
America,’’ Foreign Affairs
Minister Carolyn Rodrigues-
Birkette said in an e-mail mes-
sage late Wednesday.

She said the accord would
‘‘help us to produce our own
data and better plan for the

sector. It is not aimed at focus-
ing on any particular mineral
or jeopardizing the interest of
any state.’’

Rafael Trotman, top legis-
lator for the opposition Alli-
ance for Change Party, said
Wednesday the Iranian
agreement could fray ties
with the United States, a ma-

jor provider of development
aid in Guyana that is financ-
ing trade, investment and
governance programs.

Iran raised eyebrows last
year with offers to help map
uranium deposits in Venezue-
la, where leftist President Hu-
go Chavez supports Tehran’s
nuclear program.

Pacific relations: New Zealand Prime Minister John Key and Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama
meet at the Kantei in Tokyo on Oct. 21. CABINET PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE

New Zealand Waitangi Day

Larger than life: A giant rugby ball-shaped pavilion serves to
promote the Rugby World Cup 2011 for host nation New
Zealand at the foot of Tokyo Tower in October 2009.

Shared interests in region foster deep ties
Ian Kennedy
NEW ZEALAND AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

Feb. 6 marks the birth of the
country we know today as New
Zealand. On that day in 1840
Maori rangatira (chiefs) gath-

ered with rep-
resentatives of
the British gov-
ernment at
Waitangi, a
seaside settle-
ment in the
North Island,
to sign New
Zealand’s foun-

ding document, the Treaty of
Waitangi.

I am grateful to The Japan
Times for kindly offering this
opportunity to express my
warmest greetings on this oc-
casion to New Zealanders and
our friends and colleagues in
Japan. New Zealand’s rela-
tions with Japan began at the
time of the Meiji Restoration.
Today New Zealand is very
much an Asia-Pacific nation
with a strong Polynesian and
Asian community. Japan re-
mains one of our closest and
most important partners in
the Asia-Pacific region.

The inaugural visit of New
Zealand Prime Minister John
Key to Japan in October last
year, accompanied by For-
eign Minister Murray McCul-
ly, helped to reinvigorate our
already robust bilateral rela-
tionship encompassing strong
people-to-people, trade and
cultural links. During the vis-
it, meetings of the Japan-New
Zealand Partnership Forum
and the Japan-New Zealand
Business Council highlighted
the strength of the business
connection and the benefits to
be gained from a future bilat-
eral trade agreement. Also
during the visit, Foreign Min-
ister McCully signed a Science
and Technology Cooperation
Agreement with Foreign Min-
ister Katsuya Okada, which
will provide opportunities for
enhanced collaboration in re-
search.

Prime Minister Key’s visit

also helped to highlight New
Zealand’s rugby links with Ja-
pan, which are continuing to

strengthen, driven in no small
part by the enthusiasm of Ja-
pan’s head coach and former

All Black John Kirwan. The
New Zealand All Blacks ver-
sus Australian Wallabies rug-
by match at the National Sta-
dium in Tokyo on Oct. 31 be-
fore a near-capacity crowd of
around 40,000 was a highlight
for all rugby fans.

New Zealand is gearing up
to welcome the world for the
Rugby World Cup 2011
(www.nz2011.govt.nz) with
major venue and infrastruc-
ture redevelopment well un-
der way. Thousands of people
were able to enjoy visiting the
giant rugby ball-shaped pavil-
ion erected at the foot of Tokyo
Tower during the prime minis-
ter’s visit. Designed to pro-
mote the Rugby World Cup
2011, the ball showcased some
of New Zealand’s finest cre-
ative talent in the form o  f a
breathtaking audiovisual pre-
sentation on a unique, 360-de-
gree, indoor screen. With Ja-
pan having won the right to
host the Rugby World Cup in
2019, there are many opportu-
nities to grow bilateral sport-
ing and business linkages.

With New Zealand’s breath-
taking scenery, young and vi-
brant culture and friendly peo-
ple, the Rugby World Cup 2011

will be an unforgettable expe-
rience for visitors from Japan.
I hope that many of you will
come to join ‘‘the stadium of
four million’’ New Zealanders
who will bring their energy
and enthusiasm to this top rug-
by event.

As Japan and New Zealand
recover from the recent eco-
nomic downturn, our shared
interests in the prosperity of
the Asia-Pacific region mean
that this year’s APEC summit
in Yokohama will be very im-
portant. New Zealand has a
long-held commitment to re-
gional frameworks for eco-
nomic integration. We support
Japan in its role as APEC host
and look forward to the pres-
ence of Prime Minister Key
and other New Zealand minis-
ters at APEC events in Japan
this year.

New Zealand, like Japan, is
also committed to finding
ways to combat climate
change. New Zealand has re-
cently led an initiative called
the Global Research Alliance
that will allow countries to bet-
ter coordinate and fund re-
search into emissions mitiga-
tion in the agricultural sector.
This will help all countries to

jointly meet the dual challeng-
es of food security and climate
change. Japan’s support for
the initiative is most welcome.

On Waitangi Day New Zea-
landers reflect on the develop-
ment of our nation in the 170
years since the treaty was
signed. New Zealand is an in-
creasingly diverse nation with
a far-flung diaspora of New
Zealanders spread around the

world. Waitangi Day is an op-
portunity for New Zealanders
everywhere to look back on
our history and celebrate the
unique fusion of cultures that
makes us who we are. Based

on common values and shared
interests, it is exciting to see
the connections between Ja-
pan and New Zealand continue
to develop and diversify.
(www.nzembassy.com/japan)
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