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Papua New Guinean prime minister’s visit/world

Geneva atom smasher sets collision record
Geneva
AP

------------------------------------------

The world’s largest atom
smasher set a record for high-
energy collisions Tuesday by
crashing proton beams into
each other at three times more
force than ever before.

In a milestone in the $10 bil-
lion Large Hadron Collider’s
ambitious bid to reveal details
about theoretical particles
and microforces, scientists at
the European Organization
for Nuclear Research
(CERN) collided the beams
and took measurements a  t a

combined energy level of 7
trillion electron volts (TeV).

The collisions herald a new
era for researchers working
on the machine in a 27-km tun-
nel below the Swiss-French
border at Geneva.

Scientists erupted with ap-
plause when the first successful
collisions were confirmed.
Their colleagues from around
the world were tuning in by re-
mote links to witness the new re-
cord, which surpasses the 2.36
TeV CERN recorded last year.

Dubbed the world’s largest
scientific experiment, scientists
hope the machine can approach

on a tiny scale what happened in
the first split seconds after the
big bang, which they theorize
was the creation of the universe
some 14 billion years ago.

The extra energy in Geneva
is expected to reveal even
more about the unanswered
questions of particle physics,
such as the existence of anti-
matter and the search for the
Higgs boson, a hypothetical
particle that scientists theo-
rize gives mass to other parti-
cles and thus to other objects
and creatures in the universe.

Tuesday’s initial attempts at
collisions were unsuccessful be-

cause problems developed with
the beams, said scientists
working on the massive ma-
chine. That meant that the pro-
tons had to be ‘‘dumped’’ from
the collider and new beams had
to be injected.

Two beams of protons be-
gan 10 days ago to speed at
high energy in opposite direc-
tions around the tunnel, the
coldest place in the universe,
at a couple of degrees above
absolute zero. CERN used
powerful superconducting
magnets to force the two
beams to cross, creating colli-
sions and showers of particles.

Large-scale PNG LNG Project
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
processing facilities in the
Southern Highlands and west-
ern provinces of Papua New
Guinea; liquefaction and stor-
age facilities with a capacity
of 6.6 million tons per year, lo-
cated northwest of Port
Moresby on the Gulf of Papua;
and over 700 km of pipelines
connecting the facilities.

The participating interests
are affiliates of ExxonMobil
(33.2 percent), Papua New
Guinean company Oil Search
Ltd. (29 percent), Indepen-
dent Public Business Corpora-
tion (PNG government, 16.6
percent), Australian company
Santos Ltd. (13.5 percent),
Japanese company Nippon Oil
Exploration (4.7 percent),
Mineral Resources Develop-
ment Co. (PNG landowners,
2.8 percent) and Petromin
PNG Holdings Ltd. (0.2 per-
cent).

The PNG LNG Project will
supply four major LNG cus-
tomers in Asia through long-
term sales: CPC Corp., Tai-
wan; Osaka Gas Co., Ltd.;
TEPCO, the Tokyo Electric
Power Co., Inc.; and Unipec
Asia Co. Ltd., a subsidiary of
China Petroleum and Chemi-
cal Corp. (Sinopec).

ExxonMobil expects that
the demand for natural gas in
the Asia-Pacific region will
more than double by 2030 and
that the area will rely on LNG
imports to satisfy more than
one-third of the demand within
this time frame.

Natural gas can help meet
the growing need for electrici-
ty and it has fewer carbon di-
oxide emissions than other
nonnuclear fuel sources.

The investment for the ini-
tial phase of the project, ex-
cluding shipping costs, is esti-
mated at $15 billion.

Over its 30-year life, the
PNG LNG Project is expected
to produce over 255 billion cu.
meters of gas. First LNG de-
liveries are scheduled to begin
in 2014, following a construc-
tion period of about four years.

Peter Graham, managing
director Esso Highlands Ltd.,
said: ‘‘The project will be de-
veloped in compliance with
the highest standards for
health, safety, environmental
and social safeguards and will
maximize the value of the re-
source, supporting the PNG
government’s objective to
strengthen its economy and in-
frastructure base for the bene-
fit of its people. The compre-
hensive national content plan
focuses on development of the
local workforce, expansion of
supplier capability and strate-
gic community investment.’’

‘‘Funding for the PNG LNG
Project will come from the co-
venturers and through mar-
ket-rate loans arranged with
export credit agencies and
commercial sources. The pro-
ject team successfully negoti-
ated this complex transaction
for the project in a very diffi-
cult financial market. We be-
lieve our record of developing
and operating world-class as-
sets was a key component of
this successful financing,’’
Graham added.

In May 2009, the Indepen-
dent State of Papua New Guin-
ea, representatives of project-
area landowners, and four
provincial and 10 local-level
governments approved the
PNG LNG Umbrella Benefits
Sharing Agreement, confirm-
ing support from landowners
and all levels of the PNG gov-
ernment. The overarching
agreement outlines the shar-
ing of revenue streams from
royalties, development taxes
and equity dividends totaling
between $5.6 billion and $7.5
billion over the project’s life.

The government of Papua
New Guinea, through its De-
partment of Environment and
Conservation, approved the
project’s environmental im-
pact statement that reviewed
factors such as community
needs, sensitive environmen-
tal habitats and biodiversity.

Text compiled from Exxon-
Mobil news releases.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

U.K. press watchdog slams racist blog
London AP

Britain’s press watchdog has criticized a magazine columnist
for comments about race and crime in an online article — the
first time it has censured a blog.

The Press Complaints Commission said Rod Liddle of
newsmagazine The Spectator was inaccurate when he wrote
that ‘‘the overwhelming majority’’ of violent crime in London is
committed by young Afro-Caribbean men. The watchdog said
the statement was opinion presented as fact.

Its director, Stephen Abell, said Tuesday that the ruling
showed the blogs of newspapers and magazines have to uphold
the same standards as their print editions.

The British media is self-regulated through a code of practice
that includes commitments to accuracy and avoiding
‘‘pejorative reference’’ to race, color, religion or disability.

Clinton prods Canada on Arctic snub
ChelseaQuebec AP

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton took issue with
Canada for not inviting all those with legitimate interests in the
Arctic to what was supposed to be a gathering to enhance
cooperation in the region.

Clinton said she had been contacted by representatives of
indigenous groups who were disappointed they were not invited,
according to prepared remarks for Monday’s Arctic coastal
meeting. She also said that Sweden, Finland and Iceland — the
three Arctic states not represented — had similar concerns.

‘‘Significant international discussions on Arctic issues should
include those who have legitimate interests in the region. And I
hope the Arctic will always showcase our ability to work
together, not create new divisions,’’ Clinton said. In what
appeared to be a further expression of her displeasure, Clinton
did not attend what was planned as a group news conference
following the meeting.

Instead, Canadian Foreign Minister Lawrence Cannon ended
up doing the news conference by himself.

Man held over Cantor death threat
Washington  THE WASHINGTON POST

A Philadelphia man was charged Monday with threatening to
kill Virginia Republican Rep. Eric Cantor and his family in the
first such arrest since an outbreak of harassment and
vandalism began against members of Congress more than a
week ago.

Norman Leboon, 33, posted a YouTube video last week in
which he threatened to shoot Cantor, the second-ranking
Republican in the House, and his family. An affidavit released
Monday did not say why Leboon allegedly wanted to harm
Cantor, the only Jewish Republican member of Congress, but in
the video, he calls Cantor ‘‘pure evil.’’

‘‘Remember Eric . .  . our judgment time, the final Yom Kippur
has been given,’’ he says in the profanity-laced video. ‘‘You are a
liar, you’re a pig . .  . you’re an abomination. You receive my bullets
in your office, remember they will be placed in your heads. You
and your children are Lucifer’s abominations.’’

Skinhead admits plot to kill Obama
Chicago AFP-JIJI

A white supremacist from Tennessee pleaded guilty Monday to
plotting to assassinate President Barack Obama as part of a
killing spree aimed at blacks, prosecutors said.

Daniel Cowart, 21, was arrested just days before Obama was
elected the first black president of the U.S. in November 2008.

Cowart and fellow skinhead Paul Schlesselman told police
that they planned to kill 88 people, beheading 14 of them, and
then die in a blaze of glory as they drove toward Obama dressed
in white tuxedos and firing out the windows.

When in Milan: Populist Northern League leader Umberto Bossi and his son, Renzo, stand behind the symbol of their party, a
statue of Alberto da Giussano, at the end of a news conference in Milan on Monday. AFP-JIJI

Berlusconi scores political victory in vote
Key areas won
in regional poll
but ratings dip
Rome
AP

------------------------------------------

Prime Minister Silvio Berlus-
coni emerged as the victor in
regional elections held across
Italy and widely depicted as a
test of his popularity, final re-
turns showed Tuesday.

Berlusconi’s coalition won
crucial races and wrested con-
trol of four regions from the
opposition. The Northern
League, an anti-immigration
party and government ally, al-
so fared very strongly, and
will likely see its national in-
fluence significantly increase.

Overall, the conservatives
won six regions — compared
with the two they controlled
going into the vote — while the
center-left opposition held on
to seven.

For Berlusconi, the success
means a strong popular en-
dorsement for the remaining
three years of his mandate. It
gives the Italian leader mo-
mentum to push through c o n -
troversial reforms, including
overhauling the justice system.

‘‘This result is the best rec-
ognition for the work done by
the government,’’ Berlusconi
said, and an encouragement
‘‘to carry out, in this second
half of the legislature, reforms
that are necessary to modern-
ize the country.’’

The most resounding success
for Berlusconi came overnight
in two races that went down to
the wire: Lazio, which includes
the capital; and Piedmont, a
big region in the country’s in-
dustrial north. Both were previ-
ously held by the opposition.

Final turnout stood at 64 per-
cent — high by the standards of
many Western democracies,
but 8 percent down from the
last Italian regional elections in
2005. Around 41 million people
were eligible to cast ballots in
the country of 60 million.

Analysts had predicted that
a low turnout would hurt the
governing power — as it did
with French President Nicolas

Sarkozy in recent regional bal-
loting in France. But Berlus-
coni repeatedly urged his sup-
porters to go to the polls ahead
of the vote Sunday and Monday.
In the past couple of weeks, the
73-year-old premier went on the
offensive and stepped up his
campaign through numerous
media appearances and a big
rally in Rome.

In the end, the voters who

deserted the polls appeared to
come from both sides.

Almost two years into his
current premiership, Berlus-
coni appeared vulnerable com-
ing into the election, making
his success all the more signifi-
cant. His popularity has been
falling as Italians grow con-
cerned by job losses, fright-
ened by the country’s econom-
ic future and increasingly de-

tached from a political class
mired in corruption scandals.

The electoral campaign was
dominated by judicial probes
and legal wrangling over the
list of Berlusconi’s candidates,
adding to a sentiment of disaf-
fection toward politics.

‘‘Nobody would have been
surprised if Berlusconi had lost
the regional elections,’’ one of
Italy’s leading political ana-

lysts, Stefano Folli, wrote in the
financial daily Il Sole 24 Ore.

‘‘But Berlusconi maneu-
vered with his usual dexterity
through a mean electoral cam-
paign,’’ Folli wrote. ‘‘And he
even managed to avoid the
trap of a record-low turnout.’’

The anti-immigrant North-
ern League became the larg-
est vote-getter in some areas
in the north.

Nationwide, it garnered al-
most 13 percent of the vote —
more than doubling its result
from the previous regional
election. Analysts say the
Northern League drew some
voters away from Berlusconi’s
own party, which was down
nationwide to 26.7 percent
from over 31 percent in the last
regional balloting.

This will give the Northern
League and its maverick lead-
er, Umberto Bossi, whose 21-
year son was elected on a local
council, a bigger say at the na-
tional government, and likely
more ministers.

The Northern League is ex-
pected to push for tougher line
on immigration — which the
party links to street crime —
and more autonomy for re-
gions in the north.

The center-left opposition
kept regions, such as Tuscany
and Umbria, that are part of
its traditional stronghold. But
the main Democratic Party
had some of its vote eroded by
more radical leftwing groups,
and saw the Northern League
make progress in its own
backyard — among blue-
collar workers in traditional-
ly leftist regions.

The Democratic Party has
been trying to reverse years of
sagging fortunes and strengthen
its leadership. But amid internal
squabbling and the lack of a
clear platform, it hasn’t been
able to present Italians with an
attractive enough alternative.

Pope’s abuse record, alleged miracle slammed

Questions swirl
over John Paul II
on anniversary
Vatican City
AP

------------------------------------------

Pope Benedict XVI hailed the
legacy of John Paul II five
years after his death, while
questions swirl over the late
pontiff’s record in combating
pedophile priests and whether
a miracle needed for his saint-
hood really happened.

During an evening Mass on
Monday in St. Peter’s Basilica
to pay tribute to the late pope,
Benedict told pilgrims from
John Paul’s Polish homeland
that his predecessor had
‘‘without interruption taught
us to be faithful witnesses to
faith, hope and love.’’

Krakow Cardinal Stanislaw
Dziwisz, who for decades was
John Paul’s personal secre-
tary, was among the prelates
at the commemoration. Also
attending was Cardinal Ber-
nard Law, who after resigning
as Boston archbishop in the
sex abuse scandal that rocked
his diocese, was put in charge
of a prestigious Rome basilica
by the late pope.

The 84-year-old John Paul
died April 2, 2005, after bat-
tling Parkinson’s disease. The
commemoration was early be-

cause April 2 this year falls on
Good Friday, when Benedict
will preside over Lenten ser-
vices at the Vatican and at the
Colosseum in Rome.

Immediately after John
Paul’s death, faithful began
clamoring for his sainthood,
and Benedict in December
signed a decree proclaiming
his predecessor ‘‘venerable’’
for his holy virtues.

At first, the inexplicable
healing of a young French nun
from Parkinson’s disease had
initially seemed like the mira-
cle required for remarkably
swift approval for beatifica-
tion, the last formal step before
canonization. The nun, who
had prayed to John Paul for
years, woke up one morning
two months after his death,
seemingly inexplicably cured
of the progressively degenera-
tive neurological disorder.

But a Polish newspaper re-
cently reported that doubts
had been cast about whether
the nun might not have had
Parkinson’s at all. Without cit-
ing sources, Rzeczpospolita,
one of Poland’s most respect-
ed dailies, said the Vatican
had summoned new experts to
scrutinize the case.

The Vatican’s former head
of its saint-making office, Car-
dinal Jose Saraiva Martins,
indicated two medical consul-
tants might have had doubts.

According to the National
Parkinson Foundation, an es-
timated 20 percent of patients
thought to have the disease
were found at autopsy not to
have had it.

‘‘Most movement disorders
experts would agree that mir-
acle cures of Parkinson or oth-
er movement disorders usual-
ly have a psychogenic compo-
nent to the illness,’’ National
Parkinson Foundation spokes-
man Michael Okun said when
asked by e-mail about Parkin-
son patients.

While another possible mir-
acle might be found from the
many allegedly inexplicable
cases of healing experienced
by those devoted to the late
pope, a potentially more seri-
ous shadow has been cast on

the beatification process. In-
tense scrutiny is being thrown
on how the Vatican handled
sex abuse cases from dioceses
around the world, particularly
an explosion of complaints
from U.S. faithful, during
John Paul’s 26-year papacy.

The harsher look at the Vat-
ican’s policy on sex abuse has
come as Benedict’s own re-
cord on dealing with the prob-
lem is being scrutinized in his
native Germany, when he was
Munich archbishop, as well as
his long tenure at the Vatican
as John Paul’s watchdog for
purity in the Catholic Church.

Cardinal Law’s transfer to St.
Mary Major’s, one of Rome’s
most storied basilicas, was seen
by many abuse victims as re-
warding, not punishing, the Bos-
ton cleric for a policy by which
many molester priests were
shuttled from parish to parish,
instead of removed from con-
tact with children.

Paying tribute: Pope Benedict XVI arrives at Saint Peter’s
Basilica at the Vatican on Monday to lead the Mass in memory
of Pope John Paul II. REUTERS

Biodiversity: There are more than 850 different tribes
maintaining their individual cultural heritage and living in
harmony with the great, unspoiled nature, which is also a
paradise for an amazing variety of creatures, including 700
species of birds and 3,000 kinds of orchids. PAPUA NEW GUINEA
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Time for Japan to take action
on all levels to strengthen ties
Katsuo Yamashita
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-PAPUA NEW GUINEA

ASSOCIATION

---------------------------------------

March 2010 marks the most
memorable month for the
bilateral relationship between
Japan and
Papua New
Guinea. Three
important
events that
reflect the
growing,
closer
relationship
between the two countries are
taking place at the same time
and at the same place here in
Tokyo.

First, we welcome the 11th
visit of the great leader of
Papua New Guinea, the Prime
Minister Sir Michael Somare, to
Japan, following last year’s
official visit in May.

Second, the country
celebrates the official opening
of the chancellery building of
the Embassy of Papua New
Guinea in Japan, whose
original idea had been initiated
strongly by former Ambassador
to Japan H.E. Michael Maue.

Third, the country’s national
flag carrier, Air Nuigini,
succeeded in realizing the
long-awaited second weekly
flight between Narita and
Papua New Guinea’s capital
Port Moresby from March 31.

Until recently, Papua New
Guinea and its people have

not been widely known among
the Japanese people, except
small portions of the older
generation who have wartime
memories from New Guinea
and the Solomon Islands. But
we must not forget the Papua
New Guinea people’s
continuous kindness and
warm attitude shown to Japan,
even though the country’s
people had suffered bitter
experiences during Japan’s
wartime operations in their
land.

We feel most fortunate that,
under the great leadership of
Prime Minister Sir Michael
Somare himself, Papua New
Guinea has put great emphasis
on the promotion of the
bilateral relationship with
Japan in their foreign policy,
whose evidences are clearly
shown in the facts mentioned
above.

Now it is our own turn to take
concrete actions to make
closer the bilateral relationship,
considering the importance of
Papua New Guinea for Japan.
On both the government and
nongovernment levels, we can
contribute to the development
of Papua New Guinea by
promoting trade, investment,
economic cooperation, the flow
of Japanese tourists and
development of the abundant
natural resources, including
forest products, oil, gas and
minerals in Papua New
Guinea.
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Papua New Guinean prime minister’s visit
Papua New Guinea’s permanent
embassy building opens in Tokyo
The Independent State of Pa-
pua New Guinea celebrates
the opening of the new chan-
cellery of its embassy in To-
kyo on March 31 with an offi-
cial ceremony hosted by Sam-
uel Abal, the minister for
foreign affairs, trade and im-
migration, in the presence of
Prime Minister Sir Michael
Somare.

The new chancellery is lo-
cated in the Shimomeguro ar-
ea of Meguro Ward, on a resi-
dential street near the Rinshi-
no-Mori Park, a quiet wood-
land oasis in the heart of To-

kyo. The construction work
was completed in January af-
ter about nine months and the
ambassadorial corps moved
in at the beginning of Febru-
ary, relocating from a rented
office in the Mita district of
Minato Ward.

Designed by Japanese ar-
chitect Akira Yokoyama, the
16.6-meter-high building fea-
tures a white, curved exterior,
which was inspired by the
South Seas and sails of the lo-
cal ships. The interior has
wood flooring using Papua
New Guinean lumber, such as

kwila and rosewood. With five
floors and a basement, the
chancellery provides ample
diplomat offices and meeting
rooms.

A permanent chancellery for
the embassy in Japan had been
a long-standing project since
the establishment of diplomatic
relations with Japan in 1975, the
same year as Papua New Guin-
ea’s independence.

Over time, the bilateral re-
lationship has developed
through increased trade and
development programs. Ja-
pan is Papua New Guinea’s
second-largest official devel-
opment assistance provider,
with funds going toward infra-
structure projects such as
roads and bridges, as well as
to schools and hospitals.

In the recently approved
Papua New Guinea Liquefied
Natural Gas (PNG LNG) Pro-
ject, which will produce 6.6
million tons of LNG per year,
Japanese company Nippon Oil
Exploration is one of the ven-
ture partners among the
ExxonMobil-led consortium of
companies. The project will
provide Japan with approxi-
mately half of its production
through Osaka Gas Co.,Ltd.
and TEPCO, the Tokyo Elec-
tric Power Co., Inc.

The opening of the new
chancellery coincides with the
increase in regularly sched-
uled flights between Narita
and Port Moresby, the capital
of Papua New Guinea. From
March 31, Air Niugini flies on
Wednesdays in addition to the
existing Saturday flight, mak-
ing two direct flights per
week, facilitating travel be-
tween the two countries for
businesspeople and tourists.

Being the second chancel-
lery to be constructed in Pa-
pua New Guinea’s history fur-
ther underlines the signifi-
cance of the relationship with
Japan.

ExxonMobil-led PNG LNG Project benefits Japan
Exxon Mobil Corp., the Amer-
ican multinational oil and gas
company and the largest of the
six oil supermajors, an-

nounced March 12 that sales
and purchase agreements
with liquefied natural gas
(LNG) buyers and financing
arrangements with lenders
are now complete and its affil-
iate, Esso Highlands Ltd., is

proceeding with full execution
of the Papua New Guinea
(PNG) LNG Project.

The PNG LNG Project is an
integrated development that
includes gas production and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7Extra weekly flight helps business and tourism

Kenzo Shimada
REGIONAL MANAGER, AIR NIUGINI JAPAN

----------------------------------------

We extend our sincere
congratulations for the opening
of the new chancellery of the
Embassy of
Papua New
Guinea and look
forward to
working closely
with the
embassy in its
task to promote
closer and
stronger relations with Japan.

At the same time, Air Niugini
will start two weekly flights
between Narita and Port
Moresby by introducing a
Wednesday flight in addition to
the existing Saturday flight. We
express our sincere appreciation

to those who made this possible.
The new flight schedule will

greatly facilitate the business
travel for those engaged in the
LNG (liquefied natural gas)
project and other activities;
tourist travel by introducing
three-night, five-day and other
convenient itineraries to meet
the needs of most Japanese
travelers; and travel via Port
Moresby to other Pacific
destinations such as the
Solomon Islands and Fiji. The
flight time from Narita to Port
Moresby is 61/2 hours, which is
shorter than the travel to Bali or
Singapore.

Attractions in Papua New
Guinea include the great,
unspoiled nature; the hospitable
people; the resort destinations,
including Madang, Rabaul and

Kavieng; the marine sports,
including diving, surfing and
fishing; the mountain climbing at
4,500-meter-high Mount Wilhelm;
the birds of paradise, the
butterflies, the orchids; and the
Sing Sing festival. The new flight
schedule is also convenient for
short-stay war memorial tours.

The new flight schedule will
facilitate timely delivery from
Japan of machinery, car parts
and other supplies required for
the development of Papua New
Guinea, and from Papua New
Guinea of fresh tuna required in
the Japanese market.

We at Air Niugini will build an
important bridge between Japan
and Papua New Guinea, and
South Pacific island states, and
very much look forward to serving
you on our flights.

Inauguration: Papua New Guinea’s new embassy building in
Tokyo officially opens March 31. YOSHIAKI MIURA

Human touch: Beyond the many activities available in Papua
New Guinea — diving, surfing, fishing, trekking and bird
watching — and cultural aspects, the most impressive for
tourists will be the hospitality of the friendly local people and
the children’s smiles. PAPUA NEW GUINEA TOURISM PROMOTION AUTHORITY

Open for business: The new chancellery will promote bilateral
relationships including the key LNG project. YOSHIAKI MIURA

Friendly relations: Papua New Guinea Prime Minister the Rt. Hon. Grand Chief Sir Michael Somare
meets Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama in Tokyo on March 29. CABINET PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE


