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Netherlands queen’s day

Russia posts massacre documents
Poland ‘cautiously optimistic’ over Katyn gesture
Moscow
AP

------------------------------------------

Russia’s state archives posted
documents on the Internet for
the first time Wednesday
about the Soviet Union’s World
War II massacre of more than
20,000 Polish officers and oth-
er prominent citizens.

The step was a gesture to
Poland in a case that looms
large in Polish history and has
soured relations between the
two countries for decades.

President Dmitry Medved-
ev ordered the documents
posted on the archives’ Rus-
sian-language Web site, re-
flecting a new willingness in
Russia to accept responsibili-
ty for the killings at Katyn and
elsewhere in 1940.

Relations between Russia
and Poland have warmed fol-
lowing the tragic April 10
plane crash that killed Polish
President Lech Kaczynski, his
wife and 94 others on a flight to
visit the Katyn forest in west-
ern Russia for a memorial cer-
emony on the 70th anniversary
of the massacre.

But while Medvedev’s order
was clearly intended as a posi-

tive gesture, the documents
posted Wednesday were made
public long ago and already
have been published in Poland
and Russia. Many more docu-
ments remain classified, de-
spite dogged Polish appeals
for the archives to be opened.

Medvedev later promised
that more documents would be
released. ‘‘There is some mate-
rial that has not yet been hand-
ed over to our Polish partners. I
have given the order to make
that happen,’’ he told journal-
ists in Copenhagen.

The Katyn documents
would help people learn from
history, he said.

‘‘Let everyone know what
was done, who made the deci-
sions, who ordered the elimina-
tion of the Polish officers,’’ he
said. ‘‘Everything is written
there. With all the signatures.’’

In Warsaw, Poland Prime
Minister Donald Tusk was cau-
tiously optimistic, saying he
welcomed the sentiment but
would await Russia’s next step.

Kaczynski’s death could be a
catalyst for renewed coopera-
tion between Warsaw and Mos-
cow, and Tusk urged Russia not
to let the opportunity slip.

‘‘I am curious to see if Rus-
sia will use the chance that
this tragedy has given,’’ Tusk
told a news conference. ‘‘Let’s
wait for facts.’’

The documents now on the
Internet were made public in
1992 by Boris Yeltsin, Russia’s
first post-Soviet leader. They
include a March 1940 letter by
Lavrenty Beria, head of the se-
cret police, recommending the
execution of the Polish prison-
ers of war. The letter bears the
signatures of Soviet dictator Jo-
sef Stalin and three other mem-
bers of the Politburo.

The documents also include
the minutes of the Politburo
meeting on March 5, 1940, at
which Beria’s proposal was
approved, and a note from the
head of the Soviet secret police
in 1959 to Soviet leader Nikita
Khrushchev advising that the
Katyn files be destroyed.

For 50 years, the Soviet
Union blamed the massacres
on the Nazi German forces
who invaded in 1941. This re-
mained the official line until
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba-
chev acknowledged Soviet re-
sponsibility in 1990, but Poles
had always known the truth

and the coverup fed animosity
toward Russia.

Documents that remain clas-
sified include materials from
an investigation in the 1990s
that are believed to include the
names of those who carried out
the executions. It was not clear
whether Medvedev planned to
release these materials.

Russia also has refused Pol-
ish requests to recognize the
executed Poles as victims of
political repression.

Polish historian Andrzej
Kunert said although the docu-
ments posted Wednesday
were known to historians, the
decision to post them on the In-
ternet was significant.

‘‘We can surely call the deci-
sion a breakthrough, because it
seems that for the first time a
Web site that is generally ac-
cessible to everyone in the Rus-
sian Federation publishes three
very important documents con-
cerning the Katyn massacre,’’
Kunert said on Polish TVN24
station. ‘‘It is certainly a very
important step forward.’’

Many Russians still do not
know the truth about Katyn,
and the release of the docu-
ments may play a positive role
in helping Russians come to
terms with their own painful
history under Stalin.

Within hours of the posting
of the documents, nearly
700,000 Internet users tried to
access the Web site, the ITAR-
Tass news agency reported,
citing a spokesman for the
state archives. The Web site
responded slowly throughout
the day due to the continued
heavy traffic.

Kunert stressed that Poles
were still waiting to see the re-
sults of the investigation by
Russian prosecutors, and es-
pecially the classified reasons
behind the discontinuation of
the investigation in 2004.

Russia’s Supreme Court took
a small step in that direction
last week by ordering the Mos-
cow City Court to consider an
appeal calling for the prosecu-
tor’s decision to drop the inves-
tigation to be declassified.

The Memorial rights orga-
nization, which brought the
appeal, welcomed the posting
of the documents on the gov-
ernment Web site, but said it
was only a small step.

‘‘The files of this criminal
case must be disclosed and pro-
cedures observed, giving the
Polish POWs executed in Katyn
the status of victims of political
repression,’’ Alexander Gury-
anov of Memorial said, accord-
ing to the Interfax news agency.

Noriega not the only dictator with Paris pad
France: a safe haven
for ousted foreign
warlords and leaders

Paris
AP

------------------------------------------

When Panamanian dictator
Manuel Noriega bought posh
apartments in Paris with what
prosecutors say were millions
in cocaine profits, he was in
distinguished company.

France has long been a
magnet for foreign leaders
with questionable back-
grounds, some seeking refuge
after being deposed, others ac-
cused of spending their nation-
al riches on French luxury.
Now that Noriega is facing tri-
al in France for money laun-
dering, anticorruption crusad-
ers want French justice to
scrutinize this country’s other
questionable guests, too.

Six months ago, a French
appeals court halted an inves-
tigation into three African
heads of state accused of mon-

ey laundering linked to their
assets in France. There wasn’t
enough evidence of wrongdo-
ing, the court said. Human
rights groups say French jus-
tice effectively chickened out,
and that the suspect funds
were siphoned away from Af-
rican development.

Gabon’s late leader Omar
Bongo died with 45 homes in
France and a $1.5 million Bu-
gatti sports car among other
holdings, French and U.S. in-
vestigators have said. A third
of his countrymen are in dire
poverty. Much of his country
has no paved roads.

The abandoned French in-
vestigation also turned up nu-
merous French assets linked to
the Republic of Congo’s Presi-
dent Denis Sassou-Nguesso and
President Teodoro Obiang of
Equatorial Guinea.

France, for many people in
poor countries, is viewed as
the world’s luxury capital,
and having an apartment in
Paris or on the French Rivi-
era is a sign that you are
among the global elite.

Robert Palmer of anticor-
ruption group Global Witness
said investigators had ‘‘details
of (Obiang’s) shopping sprees
in France, which included buy-
ing a number of luxury cars,’’
and credit card bills from Sas-
sou-Nguessou’s son at Louis
Vuitton and Paris’ elite Hotel
Costes — that human rights
groups claim came from pil-
laged state oil revenues.

He said banks and regula-
tors should be doing more to
crack down on customers such
as Obiang, whose government
is considered one of Africa’s
worst human rights violators.

Obiang’s French lawyer said
his client has no assets in
France and responded to the
complaints with a slander suit.
In Gabon, Bongo’s son Ali as-
sumed the presidency last
year. His lawyer says Ali Bongo
has no real estate in France.

Maud Perdriel-Vaissiere of
Sherpa, one of three associa-
tions that filed a complaint
that led to the investigation,
said it is time to ‘‘raise the lev-
el’’ of French judicial action

against corruption. She said
the groups are taking their
case to the last-resort Court of
Cassation and expect a deci-
sion by July.

‘‘We will see if the judge is
brave enough to admit’’ that
the complaint is worth pursu-
ing, she said. France, where in
the 1990s French companies
could get tax deductions for
bribes paid for foreign con-
tracts, has ‘‘evolved a bit. But
there is still a lot to do.’’

France’s Foreign Ministry
insisted that Noriega’s arrival
in France ‘‘underlines how
much the scope of internation-
al law is enlarging.’’

A French official, asked why
France is prosecuting Noriega
but hasn’t gone after every for-
eigner with dubious assets in
France, insisted it is a matter of
judicial proof, not politics.

France has also proven a
safe place to hide for ousted
leaders or warlords fleeing
poor, violent countries.

Former Haitian dictator
Jean-Claude ‘‘Baby Doc’’ Duva-
lier was taken in by France.

Rights groups say that under
Duvalier, Haiti suffered mass
killings and that at least $120
million was stolen from the na-
tional treasury. He has always
denied wrongdoing, and is de-
manding $4.6 million blocked in
his Swiss bank accounts. His
country, destitute when he left
it, remains desperately poor.

Meanwhile, a man who says
he coordinates a group of vio-
lent rebels in Congo, Callixte
Mbarushimana, puts out their
press releases from his apart-
ment in a suburb of Paris. He
i  s o  n a U.N. sanctions list as
executive secretary of the
FDLR rebel group, which is
accused of killing at least 700
civilians last year.

He is also on Interpol’s want-
ed list for genocide in his native
Rwanda, but France won’t send
him there because it does n o t
extradite citizens of countries
with the death penalty.

Many of the chic Paris
apartments purchased by for-
eigners remain empty most of
the year, and are more status
symbols than places to sleep.

IN BRIEF
---------------------------------------

McQueen drugged
self before suicide
London AFP-JIJI

British fashion designer
Alexander McQueen took
cocaine, sleeping pills and
tranquilizers before hanging
himself, leaving a note asking
his family to ‘‘look after my
dogs,’’ an inquest heard
Wednesday.

McQueen, who felt under
pressure from work, had a
history of self-harming and a
depressive disorder and had
taken two previous overdoses,
a coroner and his psychiatrist
said. The 40-year-old’s body
was found in a wardrobe in his
London apartment in
February, the day before his
mother’s funeral.

The inquest heard details of
his life, including his passion
for deep sea diving and love
for his three pet dogs. A note
on the back of a book in his
room read, ‘‘Look after my
dogs, sorry, I love you, Lee.’’

McQueen was one of
fashion’s superstar designers,
working for Givenchy before
being creative director of his
own label.

Bullock to divorce,
raise baby alone
Los Angeles REUTERS

Oscar-winning actress Sandra
Bullock on Wednesday
revealed she had secretly
adopted a baby boy, but was
divorcing her cheating
husband and would raise the
child on her own.

In a lengthy interview and
photo shoot with People
magazine, Bullock spoke of
her joy at being a mother for
the first time, and her sadness
at ending her five-year
marriage to motorcycle
maker and reality TV star
Jesse James.

She said she had adopted a
son, 31/2-month-old Louis
Bardo Bullock, who she now
planned to raise as a single
mother and put her acting
career on hold for awhile.

The ‘‘Blind Side’’ star said
she and James had been
working together on the
adoption for four years. They
welcomed the baby into their
home in January but decided
to keep it a secret until after
Hollywood’s awards season,
which ended with the Oscars
on March 7, when Bullock was
named best actress.

The People magazine
spread marked the first time
Bullock commented publicly
on numerous reports that
James had cheated on her
during their marriage.

Torture the norm at illegal Iraq prison
Baghdad
REUTERS

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Torture, beating and sodomizing inmates with brooms or pistol
barrels was the norm at an illegal prison run by a military unit under
the command of the Iraqi prime minister’s office, Human Rights
Watch said Wednesday.

The rights group called for a thorough investigation over the
detention center, which was discovered and closed down this month
by Iraq’s Human Rights Ministry, and urged Iraq to prosecute those
responsible. Shiite Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki has denied any
connection with the facility, which housed mainly Sunni Arab
prisoners from the volatile northern city of Mosul, where insurgent
groups such as al-Qaida operate.

The revelation of the prison came at a sensitive time for
al-Maliki as he tries to negotiate alliances with other factions that
would allow him to be reappointed as prime minister following an
inconclusive election in March.

Human Rights Watch interviewed 42 of the 300 men who had
been detained on a military base at Baghdad’s old Muthanna
airfield after being arrested in Mosul and accused of terrorism.

The detainees said many were handcuffed, blindfolded and
hung upside down. Interrogators kicked, whipped and beat them.

Interrogators also placed dirty plastic bags over their heads to
close off air supply. When the detainees passed out, interrogators
awakened them with electric shocks to the genitals or other parts
of the body, Human Rights Watch said.

One detainee, a former Iraqi Army general who had been living
in London but returned to Mosul after his son was detained, said
his jailers refused to give him medicine for his diabetes.

Another detainee, who was 21, said interrogators threatened to
rape his mother and sisters if he did not confess. During one
torture session, guards made another detainee rape him.

Queen Beatrix of the
Netherlands

Togetherness: People dressed in orange celebrate Queen’s
Day on the canals. ATBC, AMSTERDAM

Historical relations help friendship move forward
Philip de Heer
AMBASSADOR OF THE NETHERLANDS

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of Queen’s Day
2010, the official birthday of Her
Majesty Queen
Beatrix of the
N etherlands,
The Japan
Times has pre-
sented me with
the opportunity
to address its
readers.

Nowadays it is hard to imag-
ine that for many centuries, the
Japanese archipelago was
completely isolated from the
West. Between 1639 and 1854,
the only Western country that
had a toehold here was the
Netherlands. A small Dutch
contingent of traders, physi-
cians and scientists lived on the
tiny man-made island of Deshi-
ma off Nagasaki City. They had
been moved there from Hirado
— the place where they had re-
ceived an official trade permit
from the first Shogun Toku-
gawa Ieyasu in 1609. I see this
as having special significance.
The granting of exclusive trad-
ing rights was a token of trust
and over the centuries it led to
close ties between Japan and
the Netherlands

Even today the Deshima pe-
riod is a source of inspiration —
recently a book about Deshima
was published by the successful
British novelist David Mitchell
with the title: ‘‘The Thousand

Autumns of Jacob de Zoet.’’
Japan and the Netherlands

share a unique history. Looking
back, we can see historical
trends that continue into the
present.

First of all, an interest in
each others’ cultures: witness
the van Gogh exhibition that
will open in the National Art
Center, Tokyo, this Septem-
ber; but did you know that not
only van Gogh’s sunflowers,
but also the character Miffy, so
popular in Japan, is from the
Netherlands?

Secondly, a common stake in
the ever more important issues
of climate, environment and
water: witness the imprints left
behind in large numbers by
19th century Dutch water engi-
neers in the Japanese land-
scape and today’s joint semi-
nars and research on water
management and technology.

Thirdly, the Japanese physi-
cal and cultural landscape is a
treasure trove of Dutch histori-
cal memorabilia: Japanese
words deriving from the Dutch
language, such as bier ( b eer),
kompas (compass) and s chop
(spade); museums and ar-
chives are to be found in small
towns and regions; Dutch heri-
tage sites in Hirado and Deshi-
ma draw many visitors; but to-
day also a mutual interest in
our cultures is evident: mang a,
a nime, martial arts and sushi
are popular in the Netherlands
while Dutch jazz, pop music,

DJ’s, Dutch design and K-1
fighters are gaining ground in
Japan.

We celebrated the 150th anni-
versary of our diplomatic rela-
tions with Japan in 2008 and the
400th anniversary of trade rela-
tions between the two countries
in 2009. From April 2008 to De-
cember 2009, more than 300
events have taken place with
the ‘‘Netherlands in Japan’’ cel-
ebrations, mostly celebrated in
areas that connect both coun-
tries today, such as scientific
and cultural exchange, eco-
nomic and commercial activi-
ties, cooperation in internation-
al settings in several fields: po-
litical, military, water
management and climate.
There were also a lot of events
that touched upon the historical
ties as well.

Many government ministers
from the Netherlands visited
Japan during these two years.
Minister of Economic Affairs

Maria van der Hoeven visited
Nagasaki and Tokyo in June
2008. Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Maxime Verhagen visited
Japan in October 2008 and met
with the then Foreign Minister
Hirofumi Nakasone. Prime
Minister Jan Peter Balkenende
was invited by the Japanese
government and visited in Oc-
tober 2009 with Ronald Plas-
terk, the minister of education,
culture and science. The prime
minister received an honorary
doctorate from Keio University
and met with the His Imperial
Majesty Emperor Akihito.
Camiel Eurlings, minister of
transport, public works and wa-
ter works visited in October
2009 as well. He unveiled a mon-
ument for the civil engineer
Isaac Lindo who established
the Yedogawa Peil at the end of
the 19th century.

Among the events, I would
like to mention in particular the
concerts by the Rotterdam
Philharmonic Orchestra, the
Vermeer Exhibition in the To-
kyo Metropolitan Art Museum
and the exhibition of the enor-
mous beach animals of the
Dutch artist Theo Jansen. The
trade pass issued by Tokugawa
Ieyasu in 1609, the document
that stands at the beginning of
our relations and which is cur-
rently preserved in the Nation-
al Archives of the Netherlands,
was brought to Japan for the
first installment of the exhibi-
tion ‘‘Netherlands and Japan —

from Rembrandt to Siebold’’ at
the Nagasaki Museum of Histo-
ry and Culture.

I was encouraged to see that
communities such as Sakura
City in Chiba Prefecture and
Hirado City in Nagasaki P r e -
fecture also seized upon the
milestones in our long-standing
relationships to execute a
whole year of events that en-
gaged the entire community.
Local events stressed the inter-
national history and outlook of
these cities. Sakura hosted a su-
perb exhibition on Dutch de-
sign, which was visited by
Their Imperial Highnesses
Prince Akishino and Princess
Kiko, and Hirado celebrated
the 10th episode of its Youth
Soccer Exchange Project with
the Dutch city Noordwijker-
hout and the cultural exchange
program 12xHolland.

Also in the Netherlands there
were many events. I would like
to mention in particular the vis-
it of Their Imperial Highnesses
Prince and Princess Akishino
to the Netherlands in August
2009, on the occasion of a com-
memorative ceremony hosted
by the minister of economic af-
fairs. In June, the Sadogatake
sumo stable went to the Nether-
lands for a sumo demonstra-
tion, which was featured on the
front page of many Dutch news-
papers. The festivities have
been instrumental in deepening
the understanding of and arous-
ing new interest in Japan of the
Dutch populace.

The celebrations were a big
success, but they were not the
goal in itself: They consisted
of a point in an ongoing stream
of exchange between our coun-
tries. They provided us with

an opportunity to reconfirm
our good bonds and to get to-
gether to think about our mu-
tual future.

Friendship takes energy,
time and investment. It in-
volves practical issues, like ex-
changing knowledge, trading
and visiting each other. We aim
for a mix of past and present,

economic activity and cultural
exchange, innovation and polit-
ical dialogue, that will empha-
size our long-term commitment
to the relationship with Japan
and will serve as a springboard
to the future. In conclusion, I
look forward with confidence to
the future — a future with a rich
shared history.

Russian coverup: Two German officers (left) and a group of Allied
officers who were prisoners of war look over a partly emptied
mass grave in Russia’s Katyn Forest in May 1943. AP
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