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Democratic leadership ensuring accelerated growth

Abdirashid Dulane
AMBASSADOR OF ETHIOPIA

It gives me great pleasure and
honor on the 19th anniversary
of our National Day to convey
on behalf of the

government and

people of the

Federal Demo-

cratic Republic

of Ethiopia my

heartfelt, re-

spectful greet-

ings and best

wishes to Their Imperial Maj-
esties Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko, members of
the Imperial Family, and the
friendly government and peo-
ple of Japan.

This year’s May 28 is cele-
brated soon after countrywide
elections successfully took
place May 23. Preliminary re-
sults from the National Elec-
tion Board of Ethiopia show a
landslide victory for the Ethio-
pian People’s Revolutionary
Democratic Front (EPRDF)
and its partner parties. This is
the clear acknowledgment by
voters of the monumental de-
velopment achievements of the
government under the wise
leadership of EPRDF. The
election, in which the people ex-
ercised their democratic and
constitutional rights by peace-
fully and freely voting for who
governs them, is a hard-won
right and one of the great
achievements of the nations,
nationalities and peoples of
Ethiopia’s triumph under the

leadership of the EPRDF over
the Derg dictatorial regime,
which led to the celebration of
our National Day today. This
election, which the government
has taken every effort to make
peaceful, free, fair and credi-
ble, has indeed solidified the
gains achieved in the past three
elections; has undoubtedly laid
on a strong foundation the dem-
ocratic and good governance
processes; and will certainly
boost the myriad socioeconom-
ic transformations that have
been taking place in the coun-
try.

The country’s developmen-
tal direction is guided by clear
policies and strategies. As we
draw close to the adoption of the
second phase of the Plan for Ac-
celerated and Sustained Devel-
opment to End Poverty (PAS-
DEP II), the country is poised
for the registration of the sev-
enth consecutive year of dou-
ble-digit growth. I am confident
that this sound and visionary
development undertaking will
continue recording unabated
successes in the years to come.

Ethiopia and Japan enjoy an
excellent bilateral relationship.
Japan is kindly supporting the
development endeavors of Ethi-
opia in various PASDEP priori-
ty areas, which are directly con-
tributing to the livelihood of the
poor. This year it is important to
specially note Japan’s assis-
tance through the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency
(JICA) of the policy dialogue to
gain knowledge from the Asian

Boosting relations: An Ethiopian delegation led by the Hon.
Degefe Bula, speaker of House of Federation, visits the House
of Councilors accompanied by its president and vice
president, the Hons. Satsuki Eda and Akiko Santo, and other

members in October 2009.

Leading role: Ethiopian Prime Minister H.E. Meles Zenawi
addresses the COP 15 climate change summit in Copenhagen
in December 2009, representing Africa as chairperson of the
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Developmental State experi-
ence, which Japan has hitherto
pioneered, and the Industrial
Quality Improvement projects
through the application of the
“kaizen” system, which have
started to be implemented un-
der the request of our Prime
Minister H.E. Meles Zenawi,
and is expected to enrich our fu-
ture development plans and en-
hance the competitiveness of
our manufacturing industries
by improving their quality and
productivity.

It is with satisfaction that I
note this excellent relationship
between the two countries has
been further strengthened dur-
ing the year by the exchange of
high-level visits by senior offi-
cials of the two countries. At
this important occasion I would
like to express my appreciation
to the friendly government and
people of Japan for their tangi-
ble, multifaceted assistance.

Sound development policies
and an attractive business envi-
ronment among others have
drawn a large number of for-
eign investors from around the
globe, who are interested in set-
ting up businesses in the coun-
try. I would like to call upon the
business community in Japan
to come explore the vast oppor-
tunities available for them in
the country on the areas of
trade, investment and tourism.

The Tokyo International
Conference on Africa’s Devel-
opment (TICAD IV) process,
which is a development forum
of mutual cooperation between
Africa and Japan, has been
progressing well for the last
two years. This has been con-

firmed during the evaluation of
the status of implementation of
the Yokohama Action Plan by
the recent second ministerial
followup meeting held in Aru-
sha, Tanzania, on May 2 and 3.
The Ministerial Conference at
the end of the meeting has ac-
knowledged “overall satisfac-
tion with the significant prog-
ress made during the second
year of implementation of the
Yokohama Action Plan and
commended the government of
Japan for its efforts to honor all
commitments made at TICAD
IV” in its final communique.
This is a clear recognition of Ja-
pan’s increased role and its
commitment to Africa’s devel-
opment effort and the presence
of Foreign Minister Katsuya
Okada for the whole duration of
the Ministerial meeting in Aru-
sha by co-chairing the meeting
and his reaffirmation of Ja-
pan’s promise to honor the
pledges at TICAD IV attest to
this fact.

It is needless to say that cli-
mate change has become the
greatest challenge of our time.
Particularly, African coun-
tries, which have contributed
the least to the problem, are
facing the impact of climate
change, suffering from the ex-
treme weather that places a
large number of their popula-
tion in the trap of poverty. This
has led Africa to adopt a com-
mon position by nominating one
team who will represent them
in all international climate
change negotiations. Com-
prised of 10 African heads of
state and government under
the chairmanship of our Prime

Rewriting histories of mankind, modern nation

Sadao Umeda
PRESIDENT, THE ETHIOPIAN ASSOCIATION
OF JAPAN

On behalf of the Ethiopian As-
sociation of Japan, I am
pleased to extend our sincere
compliments

and congratula-

tions to the

friendly people

and government

of the Federal

Democratic Re-

public of Ethio-

pia on the auspi-

cious occasion of their 19th Na-
tional Day.

We are very glad to see that
firm bilateral bonds between
Japan and Ethiopia have
grown over extensive areas

year after year in both govern-
mental and private sectors
since the two countries re-
sumed diplomatic relations in
1955.

I am very delighted to have
learned more about the diverse
and multiple aspects of Ethio-
pia and its people since I joined
the association. Six years have
passed while cultural exchange
activities between Ethiopia and
Japan have been increasingly
energetic. Intriguing events
vigorously arranged by the as-
sociation’s members, their
friends and volunteers from
both countries with close col-
laboration from the Ethiopian
Embassy have brought me
even closer to Ethiopia.

With the debut of the Ethiopi-

Congratulations
to the People of
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
on the 19th Anniversary of Their National Day
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an Pavilion for the Osaka Expo
in 1970, the cultural exchange,
exhibitions and products dis-
played therein attracted many
Japanese people. This trig-
gered the voluntary group that
existed at the time, the Japan-
Ethiopia Friendship Associa-
tion, to officially register itself
with the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Japan in 1971 under the
present name of the Ethiopian
Association of Japan. This new
organization declared its aim in
its charter “to promote mutual
friendship and good will be-
tween Japan and Ethiopia in
the economic and cultural
fields.” Since then, such rela-
tions have been supported con-
tinuously and I am sure the ac-
tivities of the association are
now widely recognized.

Ethiopia is a treasure house
of archaeology and a romantic
country full of natural and cul-
tural assets with eight World
Heritages.

In October, just one year af-
ter the closing of the memorial
Ethiopian Millennium Year,
astonishing news came out
from the field of archaeology.
Back in 1994, professor Gen Su-
wa of the University of Tokyo
and his group found fossil teeth
of the 4.4 million-year-old
“Ramidus” in Ethiopia, and
with the remains of the skeleton
gathered during the 15 years
since then, their study finally
concluded that it climbed up
trees and likely walked upright,
1 million years before “Lucy”

emerged in history as the first
member of the human lineage.
This hominid was nicknamed
“Ardi” and illustrated on the
front cover of the famous mag-
azine Science, in which this dis-
covery was ranked as the top
news of 2009. The hard and en-
during effort by the professor’s
group is surely to rewrite new
pages in the history of man-
kind. It began in Ethiopia.

Since TICAD IV of 2008 fo-
cused on sustainable growth of
African countries, there has
been steady progress accord-
ing to the followup mechanism
set forth in the Yokohama Ac-
tion Plan. It is gratifying that
Ethiopia is now achieving dou-
ble-digit economic growth ev-
ery year. It is rewriting the
modern history of the nation’s
economy as well.

I am confident that the rela-
tions of the two countries, Ja-
pan and Ethiopia, will be en-
hanced further through many
occasions, both by governmen-
tal approaches and by people-
to-people contacts as we have
been witnessing. This associa-
tion will continue its endeavor
to promote our mission, with
our members and with all of our
friends, and thus contribute to
world peace together.

In closing, I would like to of-
fer my profound wishes that our
excellent relations will be
maintained and to pray for the
success, progress and prosperi-
ty of Ethiopia and its peace-lov-
ing people.

Minister Meles, the team was
formed to ensure that Africa’s
interests and position are re-
spected in any outcome result-
ing from the ongoing interna-
tional negotiation. This Com-
mittee of African Heads of
State and Government on Cli-
mate Change (CAHOSCC),
which has diligently worked at
COP 15, has again been man-
dated to negotiate on behalf of
Africa for COP 16 in Mexico this
year and COP 17 in South Africa
in 2011.

It is also important to note
that Secretary General Ban Ki
Moon of the United Nations has
also nominated Prime Minister
Meles and former British
Prime Minister Gordon Brown
to lead a High-Panel Advisory
Group to mobilize financial re-
sources for developing coun-
tries, which the rich counties
have promised under the Co-
penhagen Accord. These are
clear recognitions by Africa
and the international communi-
ty of the strong leadership abili-
ties of our prime minister.

Japan has been one of the
leading countries in addressing
the effects of climate change by
announcing the Hatoyama Ini-
tiative, which will cut green-
house gas emissions by 25 per-
cent in 2020 compared to 1990
levels. I wish to particularly
note with satisfaction that Ethi-
opia has started to benefit from
the support package announced
by Japan under the Hatoyama
Initiative, which allocates $15
billion to help developing coun-
tries mitigate the impact of cli-
mate change, especially in the
area of forest conservation.

On another note, last year’s
Ethiopian Night, an annual
event in which cultural interac-
tion between the two countries
takes center stage, saw the per-
formance of dancers from an
Okinawa traditional dance
group and the Mocha Ethiopia
Dance Group, who shared their
dance delight with the audience
at the festive occasion. The
event attracted more than 500
participants, including parlia-

mentarians, members of the
diplomatic community, gov-
ernment officials, business peo-
ple, members of the Ethiopian
Association, friends of Ethiopia
and my compatriots.

The occasion was graced by
the Honorable Degefe Bula, the
speaker of the House of Federa-
tion, and his delegation, who
was visiting Japan at the kind
invitation of the President of
the House of Councilors, H.E.
Satsuki Eda. He gave a keynote
speech at the event. The Honor-
ables Dr. Shozaburo Jimi and
Tetsuro Yano of the House of
Councilors, and Dr. Sadao
Umeda, president of the Ethio-
pian Association of Japan, also
gave valuable remarks on the
occasion. All emphasized that
such events will deepen the
friendship and play a meaning-
ful role in further strengthening
the people-to-people relation-
ship between the two countries.
It is important to note that a
brief appearance by the popu-
lar “enka” singer Ikuzo Yoshi
gave the event extra gleam and
luster. Thanks go to the Ethio-
pian Night organizing commit-
tee comprising the Ethiopian
Embassy, the Ethiopian Asso-
ciation of Japan, Ex-JOCV
members, the Mocha Ethiopia
Dance Group and numerous
volunteers whose contributions
were pivotal for the success of
the event. On this festive occa-
sion I would like to show my ap-
preciation for the outstanding
effort of the Ethiopian Associa-
tion of Japan, the Mocha Ethio-
pia Dance Group and other
friends of Ethiopia in strength-
ening the bond of friendship be-
tween the two sisterly countries
and their peoples.

Finally, allow me to express
my strong words of gratitude to
The Japan Times and the kind
sponsors of this special page —
Toyota Tsusho Corporation,
Eagle Shipping Japan, Ltd. and
Brooks Co. Ltd. —for giving me
this golden chance to address
the esteemed readers of this
great newspaper on our Nation-
alDay.

Friendly exchanges expand
with the economic growth

Shozaburo Jimi

FORMER CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-ETHIOPIA
PARLIAMENTARIAN FRIENDSHIP
LEAGUE; UPPER HOUSE MEMBER

As former chairman of the

Japan-Ethiopia Parliamentarian

Friendship

League, | would

like to extend

my heartfelt

congratulations

tothe

government

and people of

the Federal

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

on the occasion of the 19th

anniversary of their National Day.
Under the leadership of Prime

Minister Meles Zenawi, Ethiopia

has continued its efforts to

eliminate poverty, mainly

through industrial development

led by agriculture, and this is the

sixth consecutive year that its

economic growth has reached

more than 10 percent, which is

admirable and which | respect.
Friendly exchanges between

Japan and Ethiopia have been
satisfactorily expanding. On the
initiative of Prime Minister Yukio
Hatoyama’s administration with
the exchange of notes between
the governments, grant aid has
started for the forestry
preservation plan, the food
assistance and food security
project for underprivileged
farmers in March, and for the
water supply project for the rural
Tigray Regionin May. Itis a
great pleasure for me as one of
the promoters of the bilateral
friendship exchange activities
that Japan’s aid will serve to
provide stability to Ethiopian
people’s lives and lead to
prosperity.

As former chairman of the
parliamentarian friendship
league and as secretary general
of the People’s New Party,
which plays arole in the ruling
government, | will do my best for
the further development and
enhancement of the friendship
and exchanges between Japan
and Ethiopia.

Gaining popularity: Cut flowers from Ethiopia, seen at the
International Flower Expo 2009 at Makuhari Messe, are getting

increasing acceptance in Japan.

Congratulations
to the People of
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

on the 19th Anniversary of Their National Day
We support the Ethiopian coffee industry through BROOK’S coffee concern.

BR®Kk's

Importer, Roaster and Seller of Ethiopian coffee

BROOK’S CO., LTD.
4-54-6 Utsukushigaoka, Aoba-ku, Yokohama 225-8539

Corgratu[ations

to the People of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
on the 19th Anniversary of Their National Day

Eagle Shipping Japan, Ltd.

C The Ethiopian Shipping Lines S.C.

Kyobashi Gingado Bldg. 6F., 2-9-11, Kyobashi, Chuo-ku, Tokyo 104-0031
Tel: 03-3538-7322  Fax: 03-3538-7323 E-mail: zebra.1210@eagleshipjapan.com

General Agents for





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


