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IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Critics slam Canada summit costs
Toronto AP

Canada’s leadership came under heavy criticism from opposition
leaders Wednesday after announcing the country will spend nearly
$1 billion for security at the G-8 and G-20 summits next month.

Public Safety Minister Vic Toews said Canada has budgeted
up to 930 million Canadian dollars ($872 million). He said hosting
the two summits back-to-back is unprecedented. Canada is
hosting the Group of 20 economic summit June 26-27 in Toronto.
The G-20 is the group of leading rich and developing nations. The
Group of Eight — the group of leading industrial nations —
summit is being held in Huntsville, Ontario, a day earlier.

Canada’s Conservative government had planned on hosting
both summits in Huntsville, but the G-20 venue was changed to
Toronto, Canada’s largest city, after concerns surfaced that the
smaller town and surrounding area could not provide all the
resources needed for such a huge event.

The costs of providing security in two locations is much
greater. It is expected to be higher than the C$900 million ($864
million) the government estimated it spent on security during
the 17-day Vancouver Olympic Games.

U.S. TV host Linkletter dies at 97
Los Angeles THE WASHINGTON POST, AFP-JIJI

Art Linkletter, an Emmy
Award-winning television show host best
known for his candid, chuckle-inducing
interviews with kids who said ‘‘the
darndest things’’ live on air, died May 26
at his home in Los Angeles. He was 97.

Known for his interviews with
celebrities and children, the
Canadian-born television show host was
a household name with his ‘‘House
Party’’ show, which began life on radio in
1944 before running for 17 years on CBS
television from 1952.

His NBC show ‘‘People Are Funny’’ ran for 19 years, making
him one of television’s most enduring personalities.

His greatest legacy was the concept of allowing children to
provide the spontaneous humor for a show, instead of professional
entertainers who had memorized lines. On ‘‘House Party,’’ which
aired from 1952 to 1970, Linkletter asked children simple questions.
He asked one boy, ‘‘What do your parents do for fun?’’

‘‘I don’t know,’’ the boy replied. ‘‘They always lock the door.’’

Mideast leaders get invites to U.S.
Jerusalem REUTERS

U.S. President Barack Obama has invited Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas to the White House for separate meetings,
White House officials said Wednesday.

The meetings with Obama will be the first for the Middle
Eastern leaders since the start of indirect peace talks which
began last month, with Obama’s special envoy George Mitchell
mediating between the parties.

Obama has put both Israel and the Palestinians on notice they
will be held accountable if either side takes actions to undermine
the so-called proximity talks Mitchell is mediating.

Seven die in Russian bomb attack
Moscow REUTERS

A bomb blast in the southern Russian city of Stavropol on
Wednesday killed seven people, and 16 were in critical
condition, Russian media reported Thursday.

The blast occurred just before the start of a concert by a dance
company linked with Kremlin-backed Chechen President
Ramzan Kadyrov.

Russia said investigators had opened a criminal case under
terrorism laws after the blast in the ethnically Russian
Stavropol region, which borders the violence-racked, mainly
Muslim republics of the North Caucasus. The bomb, equivalent
to 400 grams of TNT, was disguised as a pack of juice.

Kaczynski’s mom learns of his death
Warsaw AP

For six weeks, the mother of the late president, Lech Kaczynski,
lay critically ill in a Warsaw hospital with no idea that her son
died in a plane crash in Russia.

But the late president’s twin brother, Jaroslaw Kaczynski,
finally broke the news to her on Tuesday, a blow that came as a
huge shock to the 83-year-old woman, according to Elzbieta
Jakubiak, a close aide to Jaroslaw.

Although Jaroslaw, 60, is now running for the presidency in
his brother’s place, he remains deep in mourning and has made
only rare public appearances since declaring his candidacy in
late April. Voting is to take place June 20.

Hungary approves citizenship law
Budapest/Bratislava REUTERS

Hungary passed a law Wednesday easing access to its citizenship for
more than 2 million ethnic Hungarians living elsewhere in Central
Europe, triggering legal retaliation by neighboring Slovakia.

Parliament passed an amendment allowing ethnic
Hungarians to apply for citizenship from 2011 without needing to
stay in the country, if they have Hungarian ancestry and speak
the language. The legislation, which does not automatically give
voting rights in Hungary, passed by an overwhelming majority.
It received long applause in Hungary’s Parliament, elected last
month in polls that the center-right Fidesz party won.

Slovakia, which considers Hungary’s measure a security
threat, reacted by adopting an amended law Wednesday that is
designed to strip its citizens of their Slovak nationality if they
take a second citizenship.

Ethnic Hungarians live in several neighboring countries
including Slovakia, Serbia, Ukraine and Romania. Their
ancestors lost their Hungarian citizenship under the Trianon
peace treaty ending World War I.

Store clerk wins ‘American Idol’
Los Angeles AP

Lee DeWyze, a paint store clerk who overcame his shyness to
impress ‘‘American Idol’’ judges and viewers with his spirit and
soulful voice, triumphed Wednesday over bluesy musician
Crystal Bowersox in the contest’s ninth season.

The finalists had closely matched fan bases, with just a 2 percent
voting gap between them coming into the finale, host Ryan Seacrest
said. DeWyze’s victory was based on votes cast after Tuesday’s
performance show, which drew more judges’ compliments for
Bowersox, 24, of Ohio, than for DeWyze, also 24, of Illinois.

The total number of votes cast in the finale wasn’t announced by
Seacrest. That’s a departure from most years past: Last season,
for example, the high-profile contest between Kris Allen and Adam
Lambert drew 100 million phone and text message votes.

Fox didn’t comment on the omission. But ‘‘Idol,’’ although still
TV’s top-rated show, has seen audience erosion this season that
could have affected the tally. The talented but low-key
Bowersox and DeWyze might also have provoked less interest.

Friendly exchanges expand
with the economic growth

Shozaburo Jimi
FORMER CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-ETHIOPIA

PARLIAMENTARIAN FRIENDSHIP

LEAGUE; UPPER HOUSE MEMBER

---------------------------------------

As former chairman of the
Japan-Ethiopia Parliamentarian
Friendship
League, I would
like to extend
my heartfelt
congratulations
to the
government
and people of
the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
on the occasion of the 19th
anniversary of their National Day.

Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Meles Zenawi, Ethiopia
has continued its efforts to
eliminate poverty, mainly
through industrial development
led by agriculture, and this is the
sixth consecutive year that its
economic growth has reached
more than 10 percent, which is
admirable and which I respect.

Friendly exchanges between

Japan and Ethiopia have been
satisfactorily expanding. On the
initiative of Prime Minister Yukio
Hatoyama’s administration with
the exchange of notes between
the governments, grant aid has
started for the forestry
preservation plan, the food
assistance and food security
project for underprivileged
farmers in March, and for the
water supply project for the rural
Tigray Region in May. It is a
great pleasure for me as one of
the promoters of the bilateral
friendship exchange activities
that Japan’s aid will serve to
provide stability to Ethiopian
people’s lives and lead to
prosperity.

As former chairman of the
parliamentarian friendship
league and as secretary general
of the People’s New Party,
which plays a role in the ruling
government, I will do my best for
the further development and
enhancement of the friendship
and exchanges between Japan
and Ethiopia.

Rewriting histories of mankind, modern nation
Sadao Umeda
PRESIDENT, THE ETHIOPIAN ASSOCIATION

OF JAPAN

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the Ethiopian As-
sociation of Japan, I am
pleased to extend our sincere
c  o  m  p l i m e n t s
and congratula-
tions to the
friendly people
and government
of the Federal
Democratic Re-
public of E t h i o -
pia on the auspi-
cious occasion of their 19th Na-
tional Day.

We are very glad to see that
firm bilateral bonds between
Japan and Ethiopia have
grown over extensive areas

year after year in both govern-
mental and private sectors
since the two countries re-
sumed diplomatic relations in
1955.

I am very delighted to have
learned more about the diverse
and multiple aspects of Ethio-
pia and its people since I joined
the association. Six years have
passed while cultural exchange
activities between Ethiopia and
Japan have been increasingly
energetic. Intriguing events
vigorously arranged by the as-
sociation’s members, their
friends and volunteers from
both countries with close col-
laboration from the Ethiopian
Embassy have brought me
even closer to Ethiopia.

With the debut of the Ethiopi-

an Pavilion for the Osaka Expo
in 1970, the cultural exchange,
exhibitions and products dis-
played therein attracted many
Japanese people. This trig-
gered the voluntary group that
existed at the time, the Japan-
Ethiopia Friendship Associa-
tion, to officially register itself
with the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Japan in 1971 under the
present name of the Ethiopian
Association of Japan. This new
organization declared its aim in
its charter ‘‘to promote mutual
friendship and good will be-
tween Japan and Ethiopia in
the economic and cultural
fields.’’ Since then, such rela-
tions have been supported con-
tinuously and I am sure the ac-
tivities of the association are
now widely recognized.

Ethiopia is a treasure house
of archaeology and a romantic
country full of natural and cul-
tural assets with eight World
Heritages.

In October, just one year af-
ter the closing of the memorial
Ethiopian Millennium Year,
astonishing news came out
from the field of archaeology.
Back in 1994, professor Gen Su-
wa of the University of Tokyo
and his group found fossil teeth
of the 4.4 million-year-old
‘‘Ramidus’’ in Ethiopia, and
with the remains of the skeleton
gathered during the 15 years
since then, their study finally
concluded that it climbed up
trees and likely walked upright,
1 million years before ‘‘Lucy’’

emerged in history as the first
member of the human lineage.
This hominid was nicknamed
‘‘Ardi’’ and illustrated on the
front cover of the famous mag-
azine Science, in which this dis-
covery was ranked as the top
news of 2009. The hard and en-
during effort by the professor’s
group is surely to rewrite new
pages in the history of man-
kind. It began in Ethiopia.

Since TICAD IV of 2008 fo-
cused on sustainable growth of
African countries, there has
been steady progress accord-
ing to the followup mechanism
set forth in the Yokohama Ac-
tion Plan. It is gratifying that
Ethiopia is now achieving dou-
ble-digit economic growth ev-
ery year. It is rewriting the
modern history of the nation’s
economy as well.

I am confident that the rela-
tions of the two countries, Ja-
pan and Ethiopia, will be en-
hanced further through many
occasions, both by governmen-
tal approaches and by people-
to-people contacts as we have
been witnessing. This associa-
tion will continue its endeavor
to promote our mission, with
our members and with all of our
friends, and thus contribute to
world peace together.

In closing, I would like to of-
fer my profound wishes that our
excellent relations will be
maintained and to pray for the
success, progress and prosperi-
ty of Ethiopia and its peace-lov-
ing people.

Democratic leadership ensuring accelerated growth
Abdirashid Dulane
AMBASSADOR OF ETHIOPIA

------------------------------------------

It gives me great pleasure and
honor on the 19th anniversary
of our National Day to convey
on behalf of the
government and
people of the
Federal Demo-
cratic Republic
of Ethiopia my
heartfelt, re-
spectful greet-
ings and best
wishes to Their Imperial Maj-
esties Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko, members of
the Imperial Family, and the
friendly government and peo-
ple of Japan.

This year’s May 28 is cele-
brated soon after countrywide
elections successfully took
place May 23. Preliminary re-
sults from the National Elec-
tion Board of Ethiopia show a
landslide victory for the Ethio-
pian People’s Revolutionary
Democratic Front (EPRDF)
and its partner parties. This is
the clear acknowledgment by
voters of the monumental de-
velopment achievements of the
government under the wise
leadership of EPRDF. The
election, in which the people ex-
ercised their democratic and
constitutional rights by peace-
fully and freely voting for who
governs them, is a hard-won
right and one of the great
achievements of the nations,
nationalities and peoples of
Ethiopia’s triumph under the

leadership of the EPRDF over
the Derg dictatorial regime,
which led to the celebration of
our National Day today. This
election, which the government
has taken every effort to make
peaceful, free, fair and credi-
ble, has indeed solidified the
gains achieved in the past three
elections; has undoubtedly laid
on a strong foundation the dem-
ocratic and good governance
processes; and will certainly
boost the myriad socioeconom-
ic transformations that have
been taking place in the coun-
try.

The country’s developmen-
tal direction is guided by clear
policies and strategies. As we
draw close to the adoption of the
second phase of the Plan for Ac-
celerated and Sustained Devel-
opment to End Poverty (PAS-
DEP II), the country is poised
for the registration of the sev-
enth consecutive year of d o u -
ble-digit growth. I am confident
that this sound and visionary
development undertaking will
continue recording unabated
successes in the years to come.

Ethiopia and Japan enjoy an
excellent bilateral relationship.
Japan is kindly supporting the
development endeavors of Ethi-
opia in various PASDEP priori-
ty areas, which are directly con-
tributing to the livelihood of the
poor. This year it is important to
specially note Japan’s assis-
tance through the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency
(JICA) of the policy dialogue to
gain knowledge from the Asian

Developmental State experi-
ence, which Japan has hitherto
pioneered, and the Industrial
Quality Improvement projects
through the application of the
‘‘kaizen’’ system, which h a v e
started to be implemented un-
der the request of our Prime
Minister H.E. Meles Zenawi,
and is expected to enrich our fu-
ture development plans and en-
hance the competitiveness o f
our manufacturing industries
by improving their quality and
productivity.

It is with satisfaction that I
note this excellent relationship
between the two countries has
been further strengthened dur-
ing the year by the exchange of
high-level visits by senior offi-
cials of the two countries. At
this important occasion I would
like to express my appreciation
to the friendly government and
people of Japan for their tangi-
ble, multifaceted assistance.

Sound development policies
and an attractive business envi-
ronment among others have
drawn a large number of for-
eign investors from around the
globe, who are interested in set-
ting up businesses in the coun-
try. I would like to call upon the
business community in Japan
to come explore the vast oppor-
tunities available for them in
the country on the areas of
trade, investment and tourism.

The Tokyo International
Conference on Africa’s Devel-
opment (TICAD IV) process,
which is a development forum
of mutual cooperation between
Africa and Japan, has been
progressing well for the last
two years. This has been con-

firmed during the evaluation of
the status of implementation of
the Yokohama Action Plan by
the recent second ministerial
followup meeting held in Aru-
sha, Tanzania, on May 2 and 3.
The Ministerial Conference at
the end of the meeting has ac-
knowledged ‘‘overall s a t i s f a c -
tion with the significant prog-
ress made during the second
year of implementation of the
Yokohama Action Plan and
commended the government of
Japan for its efforts to honor all
commitments made at TICAD
IV’’ in its final communique.
This is a clear recognition of Ja-
pan’s increased role and its
commitment to Africa’s devel-
opment effort and the presence
of Foreign Minister Katsuya
Okada for the whole duration of
the Ministerial meeting in Aru-
sha by co-chairing the meeting
and his reaffirmation of Ja-
pan’s promise to honor the
pledges at TICAD IV attest to
this fact.

It is needless to say that cli-
mate change has become the
greatest challenge of our time.
Particularly, African coun-
tries, which have contributed
the least to the problem, are
facing the impact of climate
change, suffering from the ex-
treme weather that places a
large number of their popula-
tion in the trap of poverty. This
has led Africa to adopt a com-
mon position by nominating one
team who will represent them
in all international climate
change negotiations. Com-
prised of 10 African heads of
state and government under
the chairmanship of our Prime

Minister Meles, the team was
formed to ensure that Africa’s
interests and position are re-
spected in any outcome result-
ing from the ongoing interna-
tional negotiation. This Com-
mittee of African Heads of
State and Government on Cli-
mate Change (CAHOSCC),
which has diligently worked at
COP 15, has again been m a n -
dated to negotiate on behalf of
Africa for COP 16 in Mexico this
year and COP 17 in South Africa
in 2011.

It is also important to note
that Secretary General Ban Ki
Moon of the United Nations has
also nominated Prime Minister
Meles and former British
Prime Minister Gordon Brown
to lead a High-Panel Advisory
Group to mobilize financial re-
sources for developing coun-
tries, which the rich counties
have promised under the Co-
penhagen Accord. These are
clear recognitions by Africa
and the international communi-
ty of the strong leadership abili-
ties of our prime minister.

Japan has been one of the
leading countries in addressing
the effects of climate change by
announcing the Hatoyama Ini-
tiative, which will cut green-
house gas emissions by 25 per-
cent in 2020 compared to 1990
levels. I wish to particularly
note with satisfaction that Ethi-
opia has started to benefit from
the support package announced
by Japan under the Hatoyama
Initiative, which allocates $15
billion to help developing coun-
tries mitigate the impact of cli-
mate change, especially in the
area of forest conservation.

On another note, last year’s
Ethiopian Night, an annual
event in which cultural interac-
tion between the two countries
takes center stage, saw the per-
formance of dancers from a n
Okinawa traditional dance
group and the Mocha Ethiopia
Dance Group, who shared their
dance delight with the audience
at the festive occasion. The
event attracted more than 500
participants, including parlia-

mentarians, members of the
diplomatic community, gov-
ernment officials, business peo-
ple, members of the Ethiopian
Association, friends of Ethiopia
and my compatriots.

The occasion was graced by
the Honorable Degefe Bula, the
speaker of the House of Federa-
tion, and his delegation, who
was visiting Japan at the kind
invitation of the President of
the House of Councilors, H.E.
Satsuki Eda. He gave a keynote
speech at the event. The Honor-
ables Dr. Shozaburo Jimi and
Tetsuro Yano of the House of
Councilors, and Dr. Sadao
Umeda, president of the Ethio-
pian Association of Japan, also
gave valuable remarks on the
occasion. All emphasized that
such events will deepen the
friendship and play a meaning-
ful role in further strengthening
the people-to-people relation-
ship between the two countries.
It is important to note that a
brief appearance by the popu-
lar ‘‘enka’’ singer Ikuzo Yoshi
gave the event extra gleam and
luster. Thanks go to the Ethio-
pian Night organizing commit-
tee comprising the Ethiopian
Embassy, the Ethiopian Asso-
ciation of Japan, Ex-JOCV
members, the Mocha Ethiopia
Dance Group and numerous
volunteers whose contributions
were pivotal for the success of
the event. On this festive occa-
sion I would like to show my ap-
preciation for the outstanding
effort of the Ethiopian Associa-
tion of Japan, the Mocha Ethio-
pia Dance Group and other
friends of Ethiopia in strength-
ening the bond of friendship be-
tween the two sisterly countries
and their peoples.

Finally, allow me to express
my strong words of gratitude to
The Japan Times and the kind
sponsors of this special page —
Toyota Tsusho Corporation,
Eagle Shipping Japan, Ltd. and
Brooks Co. Ltd. — for giving me
this golden chance to address
the esteemed readers of this
great newspaper on our Nation-
al Day.

Leading role: Ethiopian Prime Minister H.E. Meles Zenawi
addresses the COP 15 climate change summit in Copenhagen
in December 2009, representing Africa as chairperson of the
CAHOSCC. EMBASSY OF ETHIOPIA

Gaining popularity: Cut flowers from Ethiopia, seen at the
International Flower Expo 2009 at Makuhari Messe, are getting
increasing acceptance in Japan.

Art Linkletter

Boosting relations: An Ethiopian delegation led by the Hon.
Degefe Bula, speaker of House of Federation, visits the House
of Councilors accompanied by its president and vice
president, the Hons. Satsuki Eda and Akiko Santo, and other
members in October 2009.
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