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Plans to plug oil flow laden with risk
Logistics likely
to slow attempt
to drill two relief
wells into vein

New Orleans
AP

------------------------------------------

The best hope for stopping the
flow of oil from the blown-out
well at the bottom of the Gulf
of Mexico has been compared
to hitting a target the size of a
dinner plate with a drill more
than 3 km into the Earth, and
is anything but a sure bet on
the first attempt.

Bid after bid has failed to
stanch what has already be-
come the worst-ever U.S. oil
spill, and BP PLC is readying
another patchwork attempt as
early as Wednesday, this one a
cut-and-cap process to put a
lid on the leaking wellhead so
oil can be siphoned to the sur-
face.

President Barack Obama
planned to meet Tuesday at
the White House with the co-
chairmen of an independent
commission he established to
investigate the catastrophic
oil spill, said a senior adminis-
tration official, speaking on
condition of anonymity be-
cause the meeting had not
been formally announced.

Meanwhile, Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Holder planned to
visit the Gulf Coast on Tues-
day to see areas affected by
the oil spill and meet with
state attorneys general from
Louisiana, Alabama and Mis-
sissippi and several U.S. pros-
ecutors. Several U.S. senators
have asked the Justice De-
partment to determine wheth-
er criminal or civil laws were
broken in the spill.

The best-case scenario of
sealing the leak is two relief
wells being drilled diagonally
into the gushing well — tricky
business that will not be ready
until August.

‘‘The probability of them
hitting it on the very first shot

is virtually nil,’’ said David
Rensink, incoming president
of the American Association of
Petroleum Geologists, who
spent most of his 39 years in
the oil industry in offshore ex-
ploration. ‘‘If they get it on the
first three or four shots, they’d
be very lucky.’’

For the relief well to suc-
ceed, the bore hole must pre-
cisely intersect the damaged
well. If it misses, BP will have
to back up its drill, plug the
hole it just created, and try
again.

The trial-and-error process
could take weeks, but it will
eventually work, scientists
and BP said. Engineers will
then pump mud and cement
through pipes to ultimately
seal the well.

As the drilling reaches
deeper into the Earth, the pro-
cess is slowed by building
pressure and the increasing
distance that well casings
must travel before they can be
set in place.

Still, the three months it
could take to finish the relief

wells — the first of which
started May 2 — is quicker
than a typical deep well, which
can take four months or lon-
ger, said Tad Patzek, chair-
man of the Petroleum and
Geosystems Engineering De-
partment at the University of
Texas-Austin.

BP already has a good pic-
ture of the different layers of
sand and rock its drill bits will
meet because of the work it did
on the blown-out well.

On the slim chance the re-
lief well does not work, scien-
tists are not sure exactly how
much — or for how long — the
oil will flow.

The gusher will continue un-
til the well bore hole collapses
or pressure in the reservoir
drops to a point where oil is no
longer pushed to the surface,
Patzek said.

‘‘I don’t admit the possibili-
ty of it not working,’’ he said.

A third well could be drilled
if the first two fail.

‘‘We don’t know how much
oil is down there, and hopeful-
ly we’ll never know when the

relief wells work,’’ BP spokes-
man John Curry said.

The company was starting
to collect and analyze data on
how much oil might be in the
reservoir when the rig explod-
ed April 20, he said.

BP’s uncertainty is reason-
able, given they only had
drilled one well, according to
Doug Rader, an ocean scien-
tist with the Environmental
Defense Fund.

Two relief wells stopped the
world’s worst peacetime spill,
from a Mexican rig called
Ixtoc 1 that spewed 530 million
liters off the Yucatan Peninsu-
la. That plug took nearly 10
months beginning in summer
1979. Drilling technology has
vastly improved since then,
however.

So far, the gulf oil spill has
leaked between 74 million li-
ters and 163 million liters, ac-
cording to government esti-
mates.

In the meantime, BP is
turning to another risky proce-
dure federal officials acknowl-
edge will likely increase, at

least temporarily, existing
outflows of oil by 20 percent —
at least 380,000 liters a day.

Using robot submarines,
BP plans to cut away the riser
pipe this week and place a cap-
like containment valve over
the blowout preventer. On
Monday, live video feeds

showed robot submarines
moving equipment around
and using a circular sawlike
device to cut small pipes at the
bottom of the gulf.

The crews will eventually
cut the leaking riser and place
the cap on top of it, the compa-
ny hopes it will capture the

majority of the oil, sending it
to the surface.

‘‘If you’ve got to cut that ris-
er, that’s risky. You could take
a bad situation and make it
worse,’’ said Ed Overton, a
Louisiana State University
professor of environmental
sciences.

Italy national day

Getting ready: Louisiana National Guardsmen unravel support straps attached to a Tiger Dam
to protect Grand Isle from encroaching oil ahead of high tide Monday. REUTERS

Current and upcoming Italian events in Japan

B  ‘‘Made in Italy’’
Italian Pavilion at Interior
Lifestyle at Tokyo Big Sight
(June 2-6). Italian design, Italian
gifts and Italian lifestyles will be
presented at the Interior Lifestyle
Fair.
Moda ITALIA and Shoes from
Italy at Tokyo Westin Hotel, July
5-7. The most important events of
Italian Fashion in Japan - held for
more than 20 years - offer
traders, retailers and distributors
a unique opportunity to meet
Italian fashion and shoes
companies.
Renewable Energy 2010
International Exhibition at
Pacifico Yokohama (June 30-July
2). Trends in Italian renewable
energy will be presented at one of
the most noted international
events in the industry.

B  Art and Culture
‘‘To Live in Pompeii’’ at
Yokohama Museum of Art (till
June 13). The exhibition features
255 artifacts and artworks
excavated from the ruins of the
Roman city of Pompeii, drawing
mainly on the collection of the
National Archaeological Museum
in Naples.

‘‘Masterpieces from the
Museum of Capodimonte in
Naples, from Renaissance to
Baroque’’ at the National
Museum of Western Art in Tokyo
(June 26-Sept. 26). The
exhibition presents outstanding
paintings from one of the finest
museums in Europe, including
works by the great masters of the
Renaissance and Baroque
periods.
‘‘The Heritage of the Roman
Empire’’ at Aomori Museum of
Art (till June 13); at Hokkaido
Museum of Modern Art in
Sapporo (July 3-Aug. 22).
‘‘Ancient Egypt in Torino’’ at
Shizuoka Prefectural Museum of
Art (June 12-Aug. 22).

‘‘Alessandro Papetti: dynamic
spaces’’ at the Italian Cultural
Institute (May 31-June 17)
‘‘The exhibition of works from
the Vasari Corridor from the
collection of the Galleria degli
Uffizi’’ at Sompo Japan Museum
of Art in Tokyo (Sept. 11-Nov.
14); at the National Museum of
Art, Osaka (Nov. 27-Feb. 20,
2011)
‘‘Vittori & Vö gler: Architecture
& Vision — from Pyramids to
Spacecraft’’ at Italian Cultural
Institute (June 21-July 3). The
exhibition is co-organized by the
Swiss Embassy.

B Opera
Teatro Regio of Torino will visit
Japan for the first time in its
history. Conducted by
Gianandrea Noseda, Verdi’s ‘‘La
Traviata’’ will be performed at
Tokyo Bunka Kaikan on July 23,
26, 29 and Aug. 1, featuring
Natalie Dessay, Matthew
Polenzani and others. Puccini’s
‘‘La Boheme’’ will be performed
at Kanagawa Kenmin Hall on July
25 and then at Tokyo Bunka
Kaikan on July 28 and 31,
featuring Barbara Frittoli, Marcelo
Alvarez and others.

Italy and Japan flourishing together
Vincenzo Petrone
AMBASSADOR OF ITALY TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

It gives me great pleasure to
address the readers of The Ja-
pan Times on the occasion of
the National Day of Italy.

I would first like to thank
the Japanese people for their
keen appreciation of Italy, its
cultural heritage and its prod-
ucts. Notwithstanding the dif-
ficult economic conditions of
these last 12 months, our rela-
tions have grown stronger and
healthier than ever, and Ja-
pan remains one of Italy’s
most important partners.

I consider it a privilege to
serve as ambassador in a ex-
traordinary country like Ja-
pan, which shares common
values with Italy, in addition
to a special appreciation for
art and beauty.

Italy in Japan
These special ties made it pos-
sible for us to organize ‘‘Italy
in Japan 2009,’’ a showcase for
excellence in the arts, busi-
ness and science. From Sep-
tember to December, through
160 events organized all over
Japan, ‘‘Italy in Japan 2009’’
represented an integrated
promotional strategy aimed
at presenting our industrial,
scientific and technological
achievements and our histori-
cal and cultural attractions to
help the Japanese public gain
a modern understanding of
my country.

The participation of the
Japanese public has been as-
tonishing, and attendance at
the eight main cultural events
included in the calendar clear-
ly indicated the success of the
events.

To date, the art exhibition
‘‘The Heritage of the Roman

Empire’’ has been visited by
265,000 Japanese; 276,000 have
patronized the ‘‘Masterpieces
of La Galleria Borghese and
443,000 have visited the exhibi-
tion ‘‘Ancient Egypt in Tori-
no.’’ All these exhibitions are
still circulating in various
Japanese cities. Meanwhile,
‘‘I Macchiaioli: Masters of
Italian Realism’’ closed after
notching up an impressive
45,000 visitors. Also, perfor-
mances of ‘‘La Scala di Mil-
ano’’ were enjoyed by over
24,000 spectators at the Tokyo
Bunka Kaikan, as well as mil-
lions who tuned in on NHK TV.

The exhibition ‘‘Zig Zag:
Tradition, Innovation’’ has
been seen by 38,000 people,
while an initiative to promote
Italian eno-gastronomic
products in department
stores has reached over
500,000 consumers.

The 21st meeting of the Ita-
ly-Japan Business Group
gathered 70 Italian and Japa-
nese companies interested in
strengthening their econom-
ic ties.

In light of the very success-
ful outcome of the initiative,
the Italian Embassy, the Ital-
ian Trade Commission, the
Italian Institute of Culture, the
Tourism Promotion Board,
the Bank of Italy and the Ital-
ian Chamber of Commerce in
Japan are presently organiz-
ing a new convocation for ‘‘Ita-
ly in Japan,’’ to be held in 2011.

‘‘Italy in Japan 2011’’ will
showcase a number of ex-
traordinary events in the cul-
tural, architectural and eco-
nomic sectors. The main focus
will be Venice, including its
history, arts and influence
over a wide range of countries
and territories. We are cur-
rently supporting a Japanese

organization that is working
on a large exhibition on Venice
that will serve as the center-
piece of the cultural events
planned for the autumn of
2011. The exhibition is being
developed by Japanese cura-
tors with cooperation from lo-
cal authorities in Venice.

In Japan, this will be the
first comprehensive exhibi-
tion to look at Venice, and will
provide a unique opportunity
to become acquainted with the
cultural, economic and politi-
cal achievements of a city that
for centuries has been the
leading power in the Eastern
Mediterranean Sea. It will al-
so be an opportunity to learn
about contemporary condi-
tions and the ongoing battle to
preserve the city and its frag-
ile environment. In another
important exhibition, 20th-
century Italian art will be ex-
plored through the master-
pieces of Giorgio Morandi, a
painter well known for his still
life and landscape paintings.
Morandi’s art is particularly
popular in Japan, and the ex-
hibition, which is currently be-
ing organized, will bring many
of Morandi’s works to Japan,
as well as pieces by contempo-
rary artists who have been in-
fluenced by him.

As for business and industri-
al cooperation, the 23rd meet-
ing of the Italy-Japan Business
Group will take place in Tokyo,
providing a forum for the Ital-
ian and the Japanese business
communities to analyze strate-
gies for promoting cooperation
at large companies, as well as
small and midsize enterprises.

The 24th World Congress of
Architecture, ‘‘UIA2011 TO-
KYO,’’ will be held in Tokyo
from September 25 to Octo-
ber 1, 2011, and bring togeth-

er thousands of architects,
architectural students and
engineers from all over the
world. The Italian Embassy,
the Italian Cultural Institute,
the Italian Trade Commis-
sion and other Italian organi-
zations are currently work-
ing together to coordinate
and promote Italian partici-
pation in the UIA congress,
by organizing events that will
take place at the Italian Em-
bassy and the Italian Cultur-
al Institute in parallel with
the congress’ activities.

The 150th Anniversary of
the unification of Italy will
provide an important occasion
for the organization of dedi-
cated initiatives to be included
in the calendar of ‘‘Italy in Ja-
pan 2011.’’

Art at the Embassy
The Italian Embassy has also
become a venue for art-based
dialogue between Italy and Ja-
pan. The masterpieces on
show at the ambassador’s resi-
dence include works by such
renowned Italian artists as
Lucio Fontana, Alberto Burri
and Enrico Castellani, in addi-

tion to a current display that
features the creations of Hok-
kaido sculptor Kan Yasuda,
who presently works in Tusca-
n  y — a region that boasts the
white marble of Carrara,
which so enchanted Michelan-
gelo and Leonardo da Vinci.

Facing the 17th-century
garden of the residence, which
served as nakayashi k i (dai-
myo’s home) for Iyo-Matsuya-
ma, it is now possible to appre-
ciate the creativity of two dis-
t i n g u i s h e d  J a p a n e s e
calligraphers: the late Shin-
shu Tanaka, and Rogen Ebi-
hara, a contemporary artist
working in Tokyo whose works
are proudly hosted by the Ital-
ian Embassy.

International role
Italy, which is seriously com-
mitted to working alongside
its partners for worldwide
peace and security, ranks
sixth among major contribu-
tors to the ordinary budget of
the United Nations, with a
percentage of 5,079%, and is
also among nations that con-
tribute to peacekeeping bud-
gets.

In 2009, Italy was elected to
the following U.N. bodies:
The Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC), Commis-
sion for Social Development
(UNCSD), Commission on
the Status of Women (CSW),
Statist ics  Commission
(UNSC), and the Commission
on International Trade Law
(UNCITRAL).

Furthermore, Italy has
presented its candidacy for a
nonpermanent seat on the
U.N. Security Council for
2017-2018 and as a member

for the Human Rights Council
(HRC) for 2011-2014.

Italy is actively supporting
the reconstruction and stabi-
lization of Afghanistan via
both military and civilian
means. Italian troops operat-
ing in Afghanistan comprise
more than 2,800 units (the
fourth largest contingent)
with 600 stationed in Kabul
and 1900 in the western region
— mainly Herat Province
and Farah Province — and
Mazar-e-Sharif, with support

from two Tornado aircraft.
Regional Command West is
entrusted to an Italian offi-
cer.

Italy is also leading the
Provincial Reconstruction
Team in Herat. Italy’s finan-
cial contributions to the
NATO Trust Fund on behalf
of ANA for the second half of
2009 (where funds for mis-
sions are available) amounts
to ¤2 million.

Today, Italy contributes
about 70 training specialists

from the Carabinieri Corps
and the Guardia di Finanza
(Customs Police) to help reha-
bilitate the Afghan National
Police. This program will be
substantially expanded in the
near future. Italy’s contribu-
tion to U.N. peacekeeping is of
vital importance: Italy is the
leading supplier of "Blue Hel-
mets" among Western and Eu-
ropean Union countries, and is
also the sixth-largest funder,
contributing nearly ¤180 mil-
lion in 2009.

Creativity: Calligraphy by
contemporary Japanese artist
Rogen Ebihara is on display at
the Italian ambassador’s
residence. ITALIAN EMBASSY

‘‘City of Water’’: Venice will serve as the centerpiece for the cultural events associated with ‘‘Italy in Japan 2011.’’ FOTOTEKA ENIT

‘‘Antea’’ by Parmigianino
(detail) MUSEO DI CAPODIMONTE
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