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Uncertain future: Children wait out a sandstorm in a street in Baghdad’s Sadr City on Monday. REUTERS
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Outlook gloomy despite oil capture
New Orleans AP

The cap on the blown-out well in the gulf is capturing 2 million
liters a day, or anywhere from one-third to three-quarters of the
oil spewing from the bottom of the sea, officials said Monday.
But the hopeful report was offset by a warning that the far-flung
slick has broken up into hundreds or even thousands of patches
of oil that may inflict damage that could persist for years.

U.S. Coast Guard Adm. Thad Allen said the containment cap
that was installed late last week is now collecting about 1.74 million
liters of oil a day out of the approximately 2.2 million to 4.5 million
liters believed to be spewing from the well 1.6 km underwater.

BP said it plans to replace the cap with a slightly bigger one that
will provide a tighter fit and thus collect more oil. It will also be
designed to allow the company to suspend the cleanup and then
resume it quickly if a hurricane threatens the gulf later this season.

Egypt to keep border with Gaza open
Sharm el-SheikEgypt AP

After three years of cooperating in the Israeli blockade of Gaza,
Egypt said that it will leave its border with the Palestinian territory
open indefinitely for humanitarian aid and restricted travel.

With international pressure building to ease the blockade, an
Egyptian security official said on Monday that sealing off
Hamas-ruled Gaza has only bred more militancy. The decision to
ease the restrictions erected by Israel to isolate and punish Hamas
comes a week after a deadly Israeli raid on a flotilla bound for Gaza.

Four charged over Polish crash theft
Moscow REUTERS

Russian prosecutors Tuesday charged four soldiers with
stealing bank cards from the site of a plane crash that killed
Poland’s president and 95 other people.

The move by the Investigative Committee of the Russian
Prosecutor General’s Office was the first official Russian
acknowledgment that soldiers were suspected of theft from the
site of the April 10 crash in western Russia.

Four conscript soldiers who were at the crash site have been
charged with theft, Investigative Committee spokesman
Vladimir Markin said in televised remarks. He said a total of
60,345 rubles ($2,073) had been stolen with the cards.

Mexico mine yields more bodies
Mexico City REUTERS

Police discovered dozens more bodies in an abandoned mine
suspected of being used by drug gangs as a dumping ground for
their victims, the state attorney general’s office said Monday.

The first 20 corpses, including the warden of a nearby jail,
were pulled more than a week ago from the bottom of a
150-meter-deep air shaft at the Concha mine in Taxco, a pretty
colonial town in western Mexico. As of Saturday, 55 bodies had
been pulled out of the mine, some in advanced stages of
decomposition, the state attorney general’s office said.

Gunman drove off unarmed U.K. cops
London AP

U.K. police say they were forced to halt their pursuit of the gunman
who killed a dozen people across a rural area in northern England
last week because he turned the weapon on unarmed officers.

Police said Monday that they weren’t in a position to halt Derrick
Bird’s deadly rampage. One officer commandeered a cab to follow
Bird but abandoned the chase to help two of his victims. A police van
then took up the chase, but Bird shook them off by pointing his gun at
them, forcing the officers to duck for cover.

Williams, Barlow record new track
London REUTERS

British pop star Robbie Williams will release a new single in
October that features Gary Barlow, their first collaboration of
its kind since Williams’ departure from Take That in 1995.

The duet is called ‘‘Shame’’ and will hit the stores on Oct. 4, a
week ahead of the release of Williams’ latest album, ‘‘In and Out
of Consciousness — The Greatest Hits 1990-2010.’’ The track,
which will be included on the two-disc album, is likely to fuel
speculation that Williams is set to rejoin his old band to perform.

Neighbors
jockey for
sway in Iraq
Saudi Arabia,
Iran support
coalition rivals
in wake of poll

ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Baghdad
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

The United States might be
trying to disentangle itself
from Iraq, but there is no
shortage of contenders to take
its place.

A battle between Iraq’s
neighbors for influence in
Baghdad is being played out
between Iraq’s Sunnis, Shiites
and Kurds, complicating ef-
forts to stitch together a gov-
ernment three months after
an inconclusive parliamenta-
ry election. Failure to recon-
cile their rival interests could
yet delay the government for
months to come, further test-
ing stability as all but 50,000
U.S. troops withdraw over the
hot Iraqi summer.

‘‘The train leading to the for-
mation of an Iraqi govern-
ment will depart from Saudi
Arabia, passing through Iran,
Turkey and Syria, before
reaching Baghdad,’’ an Iraqi
political analyst said on condi-
tion of anonymity. ‘‘The Unit-
ed States is not alone.’’

The March 7 vote was nar-
rowly won by the cross-sectar-
ian Iraqiya alliance, led by
former Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi and heavily backed by
Iraq’s once-dominant Sunni

minority. But Iraqiya polled
too few votes to form a govern-
ment on its own, and now the
race is on to secure a govern-
ing majority in the new 325-
seat Parliament after the Su-
preme Court on Tuesday certi-
fied the results.

All sides say there is room
for all in the next government,
but key is who leads it and
takes the powerful post of
prime minister.

Washington says it wants a
government that respects the
will of the voters, hoping for a
broad coalition reflecting Ira-
qiya’s victory and aiding sta-
bility as the U.S. military cuts
troop numbers from just un-
der 90,000 to 50,000 by Sept. 1.

But Iran has other ideas.
Mainly Shiite Iran is back-

ing a Shiite-led government of
Prime Minister Nouri al-Mali-
ki’s second-place State of Law
and the third-place Iraqi Na-
tional Alliance of anti-U.S.
cleric Muqtada al-Sadr.

The two announced an alli-
ance in principle on May 4. But
analysts say Iran is lukewarm
on the prospect of al-Maliki
staying on as prime minister,
fueling a dispute between the
two blocs over who should
head the government.

Tehran faces competition
from Saudi Arabia, which sees
itself as the bastion of Sunni Is-
lam and is alarmed at rising
Iranian influence and the domi-
nance of Iraq’s previously d i -
sempowered Shiite majority
since the 2003 U.S. invasion.

Saudi Arabia is backing Ira-
qiya and Allawi.

Gala Riani of IHS Global In-
sight said the deadlock in Iraq
was the result of political im-

maturity, weak rules and ‘‘the
salience of ethno-national and
sectarian identities.’’

‘‘Certainly Iraq’s neighbors
have all in one way or another
exacerbated these divides by
playing on them and using
them to their advantage to en-
sure that the balance of power
in Iraq does not tip against
them,’’ Riani said. ‘‘Having a
friendly government in Bagh-
dad is . .  . seen as critical to
their sense of security and to
some degree even stability.’’

Overall violence in Iraq has
dropped sharply from the all-
out sectarian war of 2006-07,
but the situation is fragile, and
a spike in civilian casualties
over the past two months sug-
gests insurgents are trying ex-
ploit the power vacuum.

Allawi has warned Iraq risks
greater sectarian bloodshed if
Sunni-backed Iraqiya does not

lead the next government,
which will likely preside over
the revival of Iraq’s stagnant oil
industry on the back of multibil-
lion-dollar deals.

Saudi Prince Turki al-Fai-
sal is reported to have accused
al-Maliki last month of trying
to ‘‘hijack’’ the election, to ‘‘de-
ny the Iraqi people their legiti-
mately elected government.’’

Al-Maliki, who has often ac-
cused unnamed gulf Arab
countries of supporting Sunni
Islamist insurgents in Iraq,
shot back, saying Prince Tur-
ki was behaving ‘‘as if he is
part of the Iraqi conflict.’’

It was a telling comment.
‘‘The Iraqi issue is not pure-

ly a domestic Iraqi issue,’’ said
Iraqi analyst Nabeel Yasin.
‘‘Regional and international
players are active. This has
complicated the Iraqi issue
and made it very difficult to

predict what might happen.’’
U.S. troops are set to leave

Iraq by the end of 2011, and ideo-
logical archrivals Saudi Arabia
and Iran look well placed to ex-
pand the influence garnered
since the 2003 invasion.

But they are not alone.
Syria too, accused by al-Ma-

liki of harboring Baathist al-
lies of ousted President Sad-
dam Hussein, is keen to keep
him out of government.

Turkey, battling a decades-
long guerrilla war by Kurdish
separatists in its southeast, is
watching closely Kurdish as-
pirations in the neighboring,
semiautonomous Kurdistan
region of northern Iraq.

The next Iraqi g o v e r n m e n t
will face continued tensions
over the disputed regions adja-
cent to Kurdistan, including the
oil-rich city of Kirkuk that has
long been coveted by the Kurds.

Turkey wants a strong gov-
ernment in Baghdad that can
rein in the Kurds. Syria also
has a Kurdish minority.

Al-Maliki has criticized ef-
forts to ‘‘internationalize’’
Iraqi politics and condemned
Allawi’s warning of bloodshed.

‘‘Those who threaten vio-
lence and civil war, and call for
foreign interference not only vi-
olate national sovereignty but
pave the way for internal bat-
tles, for regional and interna-
tional conflicts on the Iraqi
stage,’’ he said on Tuesday.

Allawi says Iraq became an
international issue with the
U.S. invasion, and the world
must now guarantee Iraqi de-
mocracy. ‘‘Calling on the inter-
national community to fulfill its
obligations in Iraq does not
mean we are opening the door
to interference,’’ he told Iraqi
television late last month.

Iran TV shows missing nuclear scientist in ‘Arizona’
Tehran
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Iranian television Monday
night screened footage it said
was of nuclear scientist Shah-
ram Amiri, who in the four-
minute clip confirmed claims
by Tehran that he was kid-
napped by U.S. agents.

In the film, the man identi-
fied by the Irib channel as

Amiri, said he was now ‘‘in the
city of Tucson, Arizona.’’

The television said Iranian
intelligence services obtained
the film ‘‘by special methods.’’
The did not elaborate.

Press TV, an Iranian televi-
sion channel in English, car-
ried a similar report, saying
that Amiri insisted in the mes-
sage that he was kidnapped by
U.S. agents en route to Mecca

last June. Amiri stated that
his abduction was intended to
mount political pressure on
the Iranian government.

ABC News in the United
States reported in March that
Amiri, an Iranian nuclear
physicist in his early 30s who
disappeared in June 2009 after
arriving in Saudi Arabia on a
pilgrimage, had defected and
was working with the CIA.

Iranian officials have long
maintained that Amiri was ab-
ducted from Saudi Arabia by
U.S. agents while on a pilgrim-
age to the Muslim holy places.

The ABC report said that
U.S. agents described the de-
fection as ‘‘an intelligence
coup’’ in efforts to undermine
Iran’s controversial nuclear
program.

Amiri’s disappearance

‘‘was part of a long-planned
CIA operation to get him to de-
fect,’’ ABC reported.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki said in
April that ‘‘existing evidence’’
indicates Amiri is the United
States.

The United States has
pressed hard for tougher in-
ternational efforts to rein in
Iran’s nuclear program, amid

Western suspicions it is cover
for a weapons drive.

Tehran insists its nuclear
program is entirely peaceful
and designed to meet medical
research and domestic energy
needs. The U.N. Security
Council was to meet later
Monday to discuss a package
of new nuclear-related sanc-
tions against Iran, a U.N.
spokesman said.

Ready for action: The Cameroon soccer team poses for a
prematch photograph. EMBASSY OF CAMEROON
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Cameroon, Japan celebrating 50 years of friendship
Pierre Ndzengue
AMBASSADOR OF CAMEROON TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

It once again
gives me great
pleasure to ad-
dress readers
of The Japan
Times on Cam-
eroon’s Nation-
al Day. This
year’s celebra-
tions carry particular signifi-
cance for all Cameroonians, as
2010 is a landmark year in the

history of our nation, marking
as it does, the 50th anniversary
of the independence and reuni-
fication of Cameroon. As we
know, 50 years is a long time in
the life of an individual, though
not necessarily in that of a na-
tion, and this year marks 50
years of diplomatic relations
with Japan. It also is the first
time for the FIFA World Cup to
be held on African soil, and one
of the highlights of the compe-
tition will be the match be-
tween the national teams of Ja-

pan and Cameroon on June 14.
On this memorable occa-

sion, I would like on behalf of
the people and government of
the Republic of Cameroon, the
entire staff of the Cameroon
Embassy, and myself, to ex-
tend hearty and sincere greet-
ings to Their Imperial Majes-
ties Emperor Akihito and Em-
press Michiko, as well as to the
friendly people of Japan. Let
me also use this opportunity to
congratulate the Democratic
Party of Japan on their mo-

mentous victory in the last par-
liamentary election and wish
the government every success
in the future. I would also like
to extend to the Emperor and
Empress the sincere wishes of
my government for good
health and happiness; and to
the people of Japan, courage
and determination, especially
in the face of the aftereffects of
the current world financial cri-
sis, which has affected liveli-
hoods and economic activity
across the world.

Relations between Japan
and Cameroon go back 50
years, when a Japanese gov-
ernment delegation — led by
Mr. Sensuke Fujieda, an LDP

member of the Diet — attended
our independence celebrations
on Jan. 1, 1960. Since then, our
ties have deepened immense-
ly, and Japan has been one of
our most reliable friends in
terms of Cameroon’s develop-
ment. Our relations have ex-
panded beyond the govern-
ment level and there has been
increasing interest in Camer-
oon from both the public and
private sectors. My wish is to
see the continued prospering of
these ties in all domains and to
encourage more and more Jap-
anese, either in the public or
private sector — or even as in-
dividuals — to come to Camer-
oon. Their contribution, re-

gardless of the form it takes,
will be deeply appreciated.

2010 promises to be a year of
tremendous transformation,
with the government launch-
ing its vision for a new Camer-
oon, known as the Strategy for
Growth and Employment.
This is a sectoral and global
framework for government
action over the next 10 years.
This policy has a double objec-
tive: economic growth and the
creation of jobs. In concrete
terms, it seeks to maintain
economic growth at 5.5% an-
nually and create employ-
ment, reduce poverty, and ul-
timately, attain the nation’s
Millennium Development
Goals. This year also witness-
es the launch of several major
development projects, as out-
lined in the president’s ‘‘Great
Ambitions’’ policy. The gov-
ernment is hopeful these pro-
jects will serve as a launch-
pad for modernization and an
industrialization drive.

This strategy comprises
five main pillars: infrastruc-
ture development, moderniza-
tion of productive capability,
human resource develop-
ment, regional integration
and financing of the economy.
These are areas where the
government would welcome
investments from our friends,
and I would like to use this
platform to once again invite

the Japanese business com-
munity to take advantage of
the competitive and attractive
investment environment that
the government has put in
place. I would equally reiter-

ate that Cameroon welcomes
working with various civil or-
ganizations, especially with
regard to the attainment of the
United Nations Millennium
Goals.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


