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Paris bans pork street
party in Muslim area
Paris
AFP-JIJI, REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Paris police Tuesday banned a
controversial ‘‘pork sausage
and wine’’ street party planned
by extremist groups to combat
what they saw as the ‘‘Islamiza-
tion’’ of a city neighborhood.

The event was planned for
Friday evening at a time when
the district’s streets are usual-
ly jammed with Muslims com-
ing out of mosques and just be-
fore Algeria was due to play
England in the World Cup.

But police banned the event
and any rival gatherings in the
Goutte d’Or area of northern
Paris’ 18th arrondissement, or
district, saying in a statement
that it was likely to cause ‘‘se-
rious risks to public order.’’

The plan had sparked out-
rage from politicians and anti-
racism groups who said it was
blatantly racist and could lead
to violence in the streets.

The controversy comes af-
ter a government-sponsored
debate on national identity
earlier this year spotlighted
anxieties about the integra-
tion of France’s 5 million to 6
million Muslims.

The event, called an ‘‘apero
geant’’ (giant cocktail party),
was a new and politically
charged take on a growing
trend in France for huge open-
air drinks parties organized
on the social networking site
Facebook. Many of them have
been banned because authori-
ties fear mass drunkenness.

The original idea for the
Goutte d’Or gathering apparent-
ly came from a woman who set
up a Facebook page announcing
the event to fight against what
she saw as the increasing ‘‘Is-
lamization’’ of her area.

The woman, who uses the
pseudonym Sylvie Francois on

Facebook, told Liberation news-
paper that she no longer felt at
home in the neighborhood
where she had lived all her life.

‘‘People of French origin can’t
have a drink in peace there. If
you are a woman you get hostile
looks if you’re not wearing an
(Islamic) veil,’’ she said.

Her party idea, whose Face-
book page by Tuesday had
nearly 7,000 members, urged
revelers to bring along a bottle
of wine and a ‘‘saucisson,’’ the
sliced, cold sausage that is a
staple of traditional French
before-dinner drinks.

But the plan was then taken
up by far-right and far-left ex-
tremist groups who publicized
it on other Internet sites.

One of these groups, Ri-
poste Laique (Secular Re-
sponse), which presents itself
as a far-left antireligious
group, said the street party
was meant to be a ‘‘festive’’ re-
sponse to the ‘‘fascist-Islamist
offensive in France.’’

The group’s founder, Pierre
Cassen, told i-Tele news chan-
nel that ‘‘religious militia were
occupying the public space’’ in
many streets in the Goutte
d’Or area.

The run-down district is
dominated by people of North
African and sub-Saharan Afri-
can origin, and its mosques
are so full on Fridays, the Mus-
lim day of prayers, that many
believers end up praying on
the streets outside.

The street party, whose two
main components of pork and
alcohol are forbidden by Is-
lamic teaching, was sched-
uled to be held on Rue Myrha,
where there is a mosque.

A French government minis-
ter of Algerian descent, Fadela
Amara, on Tuesday condemned
the planned party as ‘‘hateful,
racist and xenophobic.’’

Hamas TV
broadcasts
halted in EU
Gaza station
loses satellite
provision from
France’s CSA

Gaza City Gaza Strip
AP, REUTERS

------------------------------------------

A France-based satellite pro-
vider is halting broadcasts of
the Hamas TV channel to Eu-
rope and parts of the Arab
world because of concerns
that it spreads incitement, a
station official said Tuesday.

The decision will deprive
Gaza-based al-Aqsa TV of
most of its viewers, said the
television channel’s head, Ha-
zem Sharawy.

The Hamas station — best
known for its children’s pro-
grams glorifying violence
against Israel — is the center-
piece of a growing media op-
eration of Gaza’s Islamic mil-
itant Hamas rulers.

Losing the satellite provid-
er will hamper the group’s at-
tempts to spread its message
and raise funds abroad.

The decision to cut off the
Hamas station came six years
after a similar move by
France and the United States
against al-Manar, the channel
of Lebanese guerrilla group
Hezbollah.

In Paris, Eutelsat spokes-
woman Vanessa O’Connor

said that last week the French
broadcasting regulator CSA
ordered it to stop beaming the
Hamas channel into Europe
by June 26.

Al-Aqsa TV is part of a
package of channels trans-
mitted by Bahrain-based sat-
ellite operator Noorsat, which
passes them in a single signal
to Eutelsat, O’Connor said.

Eutelsat has passed on the
CSA’s order to stop transmit-
ting al-Aqsa TV to Noorsat.
O’Connor said it was up to
Noorsat to block the al-Aqsa
TV signal.

She would not comment on
what would happen if Noorsat
doesn’t comply with the CSA
order by the June 26 deadline.

Sharawy said Noorsat
called late Monday, telling al-
Aqsa TV that its programs in-
cite to hatred.

The al-Aqsa chief alleged
that the decision was politi-
cally motivated and meant to
silence criticism of Israel.

‘‘The enemy (Israel) can
kill us, destroy our lands and
blockade us. But we aren’t al-
lowed to expose them,’’ Shar-
awy charged.

The Hamas channel imme-
diately flipped into campaign
mode Monday.

The top left-hand corner of
the channel showed a count-
down and read ‘‘time remain-
ing for broadcast.’’

On Tuesday, the station
went so far as to denounce the
French move on its Web site.

‘‘We at the Al-Aqsa Satellite

Television consider the CSA’s
decision to be devoid of any le-
gal basis as it does not adhere
to the satellite broadcast law,
the general freedoms acts,
and the rules of international
journalistic conduct,’’ it said.

The satellite broadcasts,
which reach Europe, North
Africa and parts of the gulf,
are expected to be halted
Thursday, Sharawy said. The
channel is not beamed to the
United States.

Al-Aqsa’s second satellite
provider only reaches viewers
in the Middle East, he said.
Viewers can also still watch the
station on the Internet.

Sharawy said he did not
know how many viewers the
station had, but that viewer
phone calls and text messages
indicate the bulk are from out-
side Gaza.

Sharawy said the station’s

coverage during Israel’s
three-week war with Hamas in
Gaza that ended in January
2009 dramatically boosted al-
Aqsa TV’s popularity.

During the war, the sta-
tion’s building was bombed
and employees broadcast
from a secret location.

In the past, Israel and oth-
ers have repeatedly accused
al-Aqsa TV of inciting against
Israel, especially in children’s
programs.

One of its most criticized
programs, ‘‘Tomorrow’s Pio-
neers,’’ once featured a high-
pitched Mickey Mouse ripoff
called ‘‘Farfour’’ who encour-
aged children to fight against
the occupiers of Muslim
countries, while taking calls
from kids who were praised
for singing about fighting Is-
rael.

After a wave of criticism,

the station killed off Farfour
with mock-Israeli soldiers
beating him to death. But it
has not toned down the mes-
sage of its children’s pro-
grams.

The station is popular with
conservative Muslims in Ga-
za for its Islamic-based pro-
gramming. Women wear
head scarves and sometimes
wear face veils on morning
talk shows.

Music videos on the chan-
nel show girls modestly
dressed in head scarves sing-
ing, as well as gunslinging
militants fighting Israel and
chanting for revenge.

The television channel’s
lengthy interview programs
provide the Hamas viewpoint
to the world.

Hamas sees media out-
reach as a vital part of the
movement’s success.

It has another television
channel that broadcasts from
Lebanon, several affiliated
Web sites, a radio station, a
glossy magazine for its mili-
tary wing and two newspa-
pers printed in Gaza.

The militant group has also
produced a movie glorifying
one their militants and creat-
ed animations boasting about
their capture of an Israeli sol-
dier held for the last four
years in Gaza.

Six years ago, Hezbollah’s
al-Manar television was also
limited. At the time, France’s
highest administrative body
banned satellite broadcasts
by the Lebanese television
station.

Later, the U.S. State De-
partment placed the Hezbol-
lah station on its list of terror-
ist organizations for broad-
casting incitement.

‘Now is the time to visit Iceland’

Inspired by Iceland, the biggest campaign ever made to promote
Iceland abroad, has been launched. The campaign enables
everyone to make a difference by telling their stories about
Iceland.

The recent volcanic eruption in Eyjafjallajokull has given
Iceland media attention like never before. The downside of course
is that people may be nervous about coming to Iceland at the
moment. Some think that the whole country is covered with ash
and that Iceland is in a state of emergency. The truth is that only a
very small part of Iceland has been influenced by the eruption.

This is of course a big challenge for Iceland because tourism is
an important part of the Icelandic economy. For that reason the
Icelandic state has teamed up with the tourism industry to get the
true message across about Iceland.

By enabling friends of Iceland to take part in the project, the
attention Iceland has received will be used to get the message
‘‘Now is the time to visit Iceland’’ across. Our magnificent and
powerful nature has never been more alive.

For more information, visit www.insipredbyiceland.com

Halted speech: A Palestinian crew work in the control unit at the Hamas al-Aqsa TV station in Gaza City on Tuesday. AP

Iceland national day

Japan can follow Iceland’s lead in geothermal use
Stefan Larus Stefansson
AMBASSADOR OF ICELAND

------------------------------------------

It is a great
honor for me to
address read-
ers of The Ja-
pan Times on
Iceland’s Na-
tional Day a n d
tell them of the
work of the Ice-
landic Embassy in Japan over
the past two years. Our endeav-
ors likely will have enormous
benefits in terms of increasing

geothermal utilization here in
Japan.

Conference in Tokyo
A high point in Japanese-Ice-
landic relations will be marked
on Nov. 16, when a conference
on geothermal utilization will
be held at the United Nations
University headquarters in To-
kyo. The aim of this conference
is to present to the Japanese
people the multipurpose ap-
proach that Iceland is taking
vis-a-vis the utilization of geo-
thermal resources.

Another central topic at the
conference will be cooperation
between Japanese and Icelan-
dic companies in the develop-
ment of geothermal energy in
other countries.

Iceland has had a long-stand-
ing relationship with the UNU
because its Geothermal Train-
ing Facility has been based in
Iceland for the past 30 years
and has graduated hundreds of
geothermal specialists — main-
ly from developing c o u n t r i e s ,
but also from Japan.

Minister for Foreign Affairs

and External Trade of Iceland
O  ¨ ssur Skarphedinsson will at-
tend the conference. Co-orga-
nizers of the conference include
the Japanese-Icelandic Cham-
ber of Commerce, Japan Ener-
gy Association, United Nations
University and many others,
both from the government and
the private sector.

Japanese policies
The Japanese government has
been particularly forward-
looking in shaping its environ-
mental goals and policies. The
ambitious aims of reducing
current carbon dioxide levels
and increasing the utilization of
geothermal energy resources
threefold by 2020 is of particular
interest. The Icelandic govern-
ment recognizes that increased
geothermal use here in Japan
can bring to the Japanese peo-
ple enormous benefits because
geothermal energy is clean, re-
newable, stable and safe.

So far, geothermal resources
in Japan have mainly been
used to generate electricity, but
they have also been used in the
form of a natural hot-water sup-
ply for the thriving ‘‘onsen’’ hot-
spring business that Japan is
famous for around the world.

In Iceland, different ap-
proaches have been used over
the past 70 years or so in terms

of geothermal and hydroelec-
tric utilization, which has led to
Iceland being rated No. 1 in the
Environmental Policy Index
(EPI). The index is published
annually by the Yale Center for
Environmental Law and Policy
and the Center for Internation-
al Science Information Net-
work at Columbia University.
In the EPI, Japan is ranked
20th. During November’s con-
ference, the Japanese public
can learn about the Icelandic
approach to geothermal utiliza-
tion. We have for many decades
been cooperating closely with
such top-class Japanese com-
panies as Mitsubishi Heavy In-
dustries, Fuji Electric and
Toshiba, to name but a few. We
consider these firms to be the
best in the world in their respec-
tive fields in the utilization of
renewable energy resources.

Multipurpose use
Geothermal resources in Ice-
land are mainly used for space
heating, i.e., home heating, ac-
counting for 50 percent of the to-
tal use of such resources.

Thirty-four percent is used
for electricity generation, for
the home and in power-inten-
sive industries. This figure is
followed by fish farming, 4 per-
cent; swimming pool and onsen
business use, 4 percent; snow-

melting, 4 percent; greenhouse
use, 2 percent; and various in-
dustrial uses, 2 percent.

The industrial use of the geo-
thermal resources in Iceland is
under constant development.
For example, one Icelandic
company developed a recycling
process for plastic materials
using geothermal water. This
company recycles all discard-
ed plastic fishing equipment in
Iceland in an environmentally
clean way. It should be borne in
mind that Iceland is the 12th-
largest fish exporter in the
world, and nearly all its fish are
caught at sea, so the quantity of
netting involved is huge. This
technique is also applicable to
other nonbiodegradeable plas-
tic materials, with a utilization
ratio of about 90 percent to 95
percent, leaving 5 percent to 10
percent of nontoxic waste to be
strained from the plastic.

Financial benefits
By using geothermal hot water
instead of fossil fuels to heat
houses, Iceland (population:
320,000) saves at least ¥30 bil-
lion a year! Areas in Japan, like
Aomori city (population:
300,000), could in the same way
save billions of yen by following
the Icelandic model. And that is
only for home heating. So far,
this article has mentioned us-

ing geothermal hot water only
for home heating, but thanks to
technological advances, this re-
source can also be used to cool
houses in the warmer areas of
Japan. Secondly, this could also

give a boost to the onsen busi-
ness. As a point of reference,
the Blue Lagoon onsen in Ice-
land is one of the largest in Eu-
rope and is located beside a geo-
thermal power station.

Natural energy: The Hellisheidi Geothermal Plant at Mount Hengill, an active volcanic ridge in
Iceland, aims to meet the increasing demand for electricity and hot water. NATIONAL ENERGY

AUTHORITY OF ICELAND

Natural benefit: The Blue Lagoon spa, a 40-minute drive from
Iceland’s capital Reykjavik, holds geothermal seawater so
people can enjoy bathing. ICELANDIC EMBASSY
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