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Cameron bolsters reputation
Summit performance
earns praise, invites
from fellow leaders

Toronto
AP

------------------------------------------

British Prime Minister David
Cameron arrived in Canada
for his first international sum-
mit, stepping into a fraught di-
vide between Europe and the
United States over how best to
aid global economic recovery.

And the new British leader
leaves with his reputation sig-
nificantly enhanced after
wrestling a key concession
from G-20 leaders on reducing
massive budget deficits, vin-
dicating his country’s recently
announced harsh spending
cuts and tax rises.

The 43-year-old Conservative
won rare public praise from
Chinese President Hu Jintao,
began a thawing of Britain’s
frosty relations with Russia and
bolstered the much prized ‘‘spe-
cial relationship’’ with the Unit-
ed States — swapping beers
with President Barack Obama.

While some other world
leaders have grown weary of
the G-8 and G-20 carousel of
meetings around the globe, an
energized Cameron came to
Canada determined to make
his mark. He was one of the
first leaders to arrive in
Huntsville, Ontario, where the
Group of Eight top industrial
democracies began their sum-
mit Friday. Over the week-
end, the expanded Group of 20,
which includes developing na-
tions, met in Toronto.

At the start of the three in-
tense days of talks, Cameron
trumpeted his intentions in an
Op-Ed piece in Canada’s Globe
and Mail newspaper chastising
his fellow leaders over summits
that ‘‘fail to live up to the hype
and to the promises made.’’

In a distinct change of tone
from recent summits — and de-
spite Obama’s concerns that
cutting stimulus spending t o o
quickly could hurt the global re-
covery — the G-20 leaders used
their communique on Saturday
to commit rich nations to cut-
ting budget deficits in half by
2013. They also agreed to stabi-
lize deficits by 2016.

That was a big win for Brit-
ain, which has the largest bud-
get deficit in the G-20.

Cameron’s economic policies
are a world away from those of
his Labour Party predecessor,
Gordon Brown, and his personal
demeanor injected a freshness
into old relationships.

He made headway in a se-

ries of one-on-one chats with
other leaders at the summit,
cramming in as many bilater-
al meetings as possible.

Cameron’s session with
Obama was his first private
meeting with the American
president since taking power
last month in a coalition gov-
ernment. It came as the allies’
relations have been strained
by the BP oil spill. However,
neither man mentioned the en-
vironmental disaster as they
spoke with reporters, instead
focusing on similarities in the
countries’ world outlooks.

At a meeting with Russian
President Dmitry Medvedev,
Cameron raised thorny issues
such as the fatal poisoning of
former Russian spy Alexander
Litvinenko in London in 2006, an
incident that has damaged rela-
tions between the countries.
But that didn’t stop Medvedev
from expressing a desire to
make bilateral relations ‘‘more
productive and more intense.’’

Chinese President Hu Jintao,
meanwhile, invited Cameron to
visit China on his way to the
next G-20 meeting in Seoul in
November, an offer the British
leader readily accepted. Cam-
eron also held one-on-one talks
with Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, where he
filled up his travel diary further
by accepting an invite to visit
India in July.

Political analysts have sug-
gested that Cameron is trying
to create some distance be-
tween Britain and continental
Europe as he pushes for stron-
ger ties with fast-growing
emerging economies such as
China and India.

Cameron is not keen on ced-
ing greater power to the EU. He
caused some consternation
during the recent election cam-
paign when he withdrew Con-
servative members from the
main center-right grouping in
the European Parliament in fa-
vor of an antifederalist bloc.

U.S. general open to Afghan pullout delay
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

Gen. David Petraeus left open
the possibility of recommend-
ing that President Barack
Obama delay his plans to start
withdrawing U.S. troops from
Afghanistan next summer if
the new commander cannot
turn around the stalemated
war.

‘‘There will be an assess-
ment at the end of this year af-
ter which undoubtedly we’ll
make certain tweaks, refine-
ments, perhaps some signifi-
cant changes,’’ Petraeus told a
Senate panel Tuesday of the
battle plan and the timeline
Obama has laid out.

The Senate Armed Services
Committee quickly approved
Petraeus for the job of running
the Afghan war, and the full
Senate was expected to con-
firm him Wednesday. Obama
nominated Petraeus to take
over from the disgraced Gen.
Stanley McChrystal, fired last
week for making disparaging
remarks about his civilian
bosses.

Petraeus also told senators
that he may change the war’s
battlefield rules, designed to
limit civilian casualties and
improve support for the for-
eign forces fighting the Tali-
ban-led insurgency. Some
troops and congressional Re-

publicans complain they
handicap U.S. forces.

Obama has said troops will
begin to leave in July 2011, but
that the pace and size of the
withdrawal will depend upon
conditions.

Petraeus did not rule out a
significant exodus then, as
Vice President Joe Biden fa-
vors, but he would not promise
one either. Petraeus has pre-
viously said that he would rec-
ommend putting off any large-
scale withdrawal if security
conditions in Afghanistan
can’t sustain it.

The general, credited with
turning around the Iraq war
after the height of sectarian
violence there in 2006, told the
Senate panel that Obama
wants him to provide unvar-
nished military advice.

He did not paint a rosy pic-
ture on Tuesday.

‘‘My sense is that the tough
fighting will continue; indeed,
it may get more intense in the
next few months,’’ Petraeus
said. ‘‘As we take away the en-
emy’s safe havens and reduce
the enemy’s freedom of action,
the insurgents will fight
back.’’

Beneath bipartisan rounds
of praise for Petraeus lay fault
lines over the nearly nine-year
war. A make-or-break mili-
tary push across southern Af-
ghanistan is stuck in neutral,

though U.S. officials insist
there are signs of progress and
reason for hope.

‘‘On the Democratic side,
there is solid support. But
there’s also the beginnings of
fraying of that support’’ for the
war, committee Chairman
Sen. Carl Levin, a Democrat,
said ahead of Tuesday’s ses-
sion.

As the number of troop
deaths rise, support for the
war is dropping in the United
States and Europe. June is the
deadliest month of the war so
far, with the total U.S. deaths
above 1,000, and the new Brit-
ish government says it wants
its troops out in five years.

A careful student of politics,
Petraeus gave something to
everyone while leaving him-
self room to maneuver.

For Democrats and his
White House masters, Petrae-
us endorsed Obama’s re-
vamped war strategy and the
plan to begin withdrawing
U.S. forces from the unpopu-
lar fight next July.

The exit plan is not just a
sop to American liberals op-
posed to the conflict, Petraeus
said under questioning from
skeptical Republicans.

He made clear he is wary of
deadlines, but said he values
the sense of urgency Obama’s
timeline conveys.

‘‘I’m convinced it was not
just for domestic political pur-
poses,’’ he said. ‘‘It was for au-
diences in Kabul, who, again,
needed to be reminded that we
won’t be there forever.’’

For Republicans uneasy
about the strict rules of en-
gagement, Petraeus promised
a hard examination. In partic-
ular, he will look at the way the
‘‘tactical directive’’ is applied.

The directive is the guid-
ance given to commanders on
when they can rely on heavy
firepower such as attack heli-
copters to protect troops un-
der attack. McChrystal had
limited the circumstances un-
der which such bombing could
be used.

Lib Dems buck austerity budget

U.K. coalition
shows first
signs of strain
London
AP

------------------------------------------

Is the honeymoon over for Brit-
ain’s unlikely political mar-
riage? Prime Minister David
Cameron’s coalition govern-
ment, forged between his Con-
servatives and the left-leaning
Liberal Democrats is showing
the first signs of strain, less
than two months after taking
office following an inconclusive
national election.

Two Liberal Democrat law-
makers voted against a key
plank of the coalition’s austerity
budget, which will deliver tax
hikes, sweeping cuts to welfare
and the toughest reductions in
public spending in decades.

British Treasury chief
George Osborne, a Conserva-
tive politician, crafted the
package announced last week
to accelerate the country’s at-
tempts to reduce its massive
national deficit.

Lawmakers on Monday en-
dorsed a plan to raise value-
added tax, a levy on goods and
services, by 346 votes to 270,
but two Liberal Democrat leg-
islators rebelled — siding with
the opposition Labour Party.

With a recent opinion poll
showing that the Liberal Dem-
ocrats, led by Deputy Prime
Minister Nick Clegg, have
rapidly lost support since
teaming up with Cameron,
some analysts question if Brit-
ain’s coalition can hold.

‘‘The first few weeks was
the easy bit,’’ said Steven
Fielding, director of the Cen-
ter for British Politics at Not-
tingham University. ‘‘It was
always going to get harder.’’

Cameron and Clegg — who
have carved a close personal
working relationship — crafted a
policy program for the country’s
first coalition government since
World War II that required com-
promise on both sides.

Britain’s May election saw
no single party win an outright
majority, but Cameron’s
group claim the most House of
Commons seats. The Liberal
Democrats accepted their
partner’s plan to aggressively
cut Britain’s national debt —
which in May rose above £900
billion ($1.33 trillion). Its defi-
cit stands at over 10 percent of
gross domestic product.

In return, Cameron’s party
backed the Liberal Democrat’s
proposals to bolster civil liber-
ties and put their hopes of over-
hauling Britain’s voting system

to a referendum. But analysts
say the scale of cuts laid out in
the budget has left some Liberal
Democrat lawmakers reeling.

Mike Hancock and Bob Rus-
sell, both lawmakers with
Clegg’s party, voted against
the proposal to raise value-
added tax from 17.5 percent to
20 percent, worrying about its
impact on the country’s poor-
est families.

Chris Nicholson, director of
Liberal Democrat-aligned
think tank Center Forum, said
economic policy and voting sys-
tem reform are the likeliest
sources of tension for the coali-
tion. Nicholson, formerly a Lib-
eral Democrat council leader in
south London, said some in
Clegg’s party are likely to balk
when details of planned 25 per-
cent cuts to budgets at most
government departments are
announced later this year.

A new ComRes opinion poll
published Tuesday showed sup-
port for Clegg’s party has fallen
since it joined in government
with Cameron’s Conservatives.
The Liberal Democrats en-
joyed an initial surge during the
British election on the back of
Clegg’s accomplished televi-
sion debate performances —
but fell back sharply, and the
party ended up losing rather
than gaining seats.

The poll showed the Liberal
Democrats with 18 percent
support, down five points from
a poll published June 20. The
Conservatives had 40 percent
and Labour 31 percent.
ComRes interviewed 1,003 by
telephone on June 25-27, no
margin of error was given but
in samples of a similar size is
plus or minus 3 percent.

At the start of the election
campaign, Clegg’s party
polled as high as 32 percent.

Clegg hopes changes aimed
at bringing Britain’s voting sys-
tem closer to European-style
proportional representation
would increase the number of
House of Commons seats his
Liberal Democrats hold, and
make coalition government
more common in Britain. But
no date has so far been set for
the promised referendum, and
some suspect Cameron hopes
to leave his junior partners
waiting as long as possible.

If the referendum on switch-
ing to a proportional system
was lost, ‘‘then you would have
many more Liberal Democrats
asking if the coalition was
worth it,’’ Nicholson said.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

McChrystal to keep four-star rank
Washington THE WASHINGTON POST, AFP-JIJI

Gen. Stanley McChrystal will retain his four-star rank when he
retires from the military, the White House said Tuesday. The
decision means he will earn about $149,700 per year before taxes
in military retirement pay.

McChrystal, 55, was promoted to four stars last year when he
assumed control of U.S. military operations in Afghanistan. On
Monday, he announced plans to retire from the military after 34
years, a process expected to take a few months.

Army rules state that four-star generals must serve three
years before they can retain the rank in retirement. But the
president and the Pentagon can bypass that. McChrystal would
have earned about $140,832 annually as a three-star retiree,
according to military retirement figures compiled by the
Pentagon.

As a retired general, McChrystal will have access to military
bases worldwide and their retail outlets, doctors and other
services, according to the Pentagon. All retiring officers meet
with Defense Department officials to review their retirement
packages, which normally include access to the military’s
Tricare health care system, a group life insurance plan and
survivor benefits.

Pilot blamed for 2008 France crash
PerpignanFrance AFP-JIJI

French prosecutors said Tuesday they would not press charges
against anyone over a 2008 Air New Zealand crash after they
received an investigators’ report that blamed pilot error.

The crew lost control of the Airbus A320 and crashed it —
killing all seven people on board — as they tried to perform a
low-speed test ‘‘in inappropriate conditions’’ off France’s
Mediterranean coast, the prosecutors said.

They cited a report by experts appointed by a court in
Perpignan, near the site of the Nov. 27, 2008, crash.

The expert report, drawn up for a criminal investigation for
manslaughter run by the prosecutor’s office, essentially agrees
with air safety investigators who in their ongoing parallel probe
have blamed human error.

The air accident investigation bureau (BEA) said in its interim
report based on black box data recorder readings that the plane
stalled during a low-speed, low-altitude test maneuver as it was
coming in to land at Perpignan Airport. The BEA’s final report into
the accident is due to be delivered by the end of the year.

No Palestinian state by 2012: Israel
Jerusalem AFP-JIJI

Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman told his Russian
counterpart Tuesday that he saw no chance of meeting
international aspirations for Palestinian statehood within 18
months.

Meanwhile, the Palestinian president said he had made
proposals regarding final borders and security arrangements
and received no Israeli response, adding that he was committed
to reaching a peace deal ‘‘as soon as possible.’’

Speaking ahead of a July 6 meeting between Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and U.S. President Barack
Obama, Lieberman told reporters he did ‘‘not see any chance of
a Palestinian state arising by 2012.’’

‘‘The reality is that we are still far from reaching
understandings and agreements on the founding of an
independent Palestinian state,’’ he said at a news conference
with visiting Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov.

The Middle East Quartet (Russia, the United States, the
United Nations and the European Union) called during a March
meeting in Moscow for a peace agreement within 24 months,
leading to a two-state solution

Suit filed over Granny Tasered in bed
Oklahoma City AP

An 87-year-old grandmother who was Tasered by police while
hooked to an oxygen machine in her bed is suing her Oklahoma
hometown.

Attorney Brian Dell said Tuesday that he filed the lawsuit
June 21 on behalf of his client, Lona Varner. He did not specify
the amount she’s seeking from the city of El Reno but said it’s at
least $75,000.

Varner’s grandson called the emergency dispatcher on Dec.
22 and said his grandmother ‘‘wanted to end her life’’ and that he
was concerned she had taken some unknown medicine.

Officer Thomas Duran says in a police report that Varner
pulled a kitchen knife from under her pillow and threatened to
stab and kill him if he tried to take her from her home. The
report says another officer used a Taser stun gun on Varner.

Canada Day

New sheriff: U.S. Gen. David
Petraeus appears before the
Senate Armed Services
Committee in Washington on
Tuesday. AFP-JIJI

Top players: German Chancellor Angela Merkel and British Prime Minister David Cameron watch the World Cup soccer match
between England and Germany being played in South Africa during the G-20 summit in Toronto on Sunday. AP

Cooperation, trade relations flourish with Japan
Jonathan T. Fried
AMBASSADOR OF CANADA TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the government of
Canada, I extend to all Canadi-
ans and friends of Canada a
very happy Can-
ada Day, joy-
euse fê te du
C a nada, on this
143rd anniversa-
ry of Canadian
Confederation.

Canada Day
in Japan offers
an opportunity to reflect on,
and share with you, some of
Canada’s accomplishments
over the past year, and plans
for our continued engagement
with Japan and the world in the
year ahead.

Canada is an active and en-
gaged member of the interna-
tional community, p a r t i c i p a t -
ing in efforts to promote peace,
security and development glob-
ally and to achieve strong, sus-
tainable and balanced growth
in the world economy. Canada’s
economy remains strong. Our
banks did not require public
bailouts, and appropriate regu-
lation of our banking system
has helped to ensure that Cana-

dian banks remain strong and
continue to lend, supporting
businesses, jobs and future
growth.

We were extremely pleased
to show Canada to the world
through our hosting of the 2010
Vancouver Olympic and Para-
lympic Games, and to host
world leaders for the recently
concluded G-8 and G-20 Sum-
mits in Muskoka, Ontario, and
Toronto.

Canada and Japan enjoy a
vital and mutually beneficial
trading relationship. Canada
remains a lucrative market for
Japanese exporters and inves-
tors, particularly with respect
to automobiles, consumer elec-
tronics and machinery. As a
major exporter of many com-
modities and the world’s fifth-
ranked energy producer, Cana-
da helps meet Japan’s needs for
energy, metals, minerals, food
and forest products. Closer eco-
nomic relations between Cana-
da and Japan through an Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement
(EPA) would benefit the econo-
mies of both countries.

The Asia-Pacific Gateway
and Corridor Initiative is
strengthening Canada’s com-

petitive position in meeting
North Asian and North Ameri-
can commercial needs through
expedited supply chains with
lower costs and reduced risks.
Following agreement on en-
hanced Canada-Japan bilateral
air services, new services have
been inaugurated between To-
kyo and Calgary, Alberta, help-
ing to enhance business and
personal links.

Canada-Japan relations
have flourished over the years,
building on people-to-people
ties to encompass political, eco-
nomic, commercial, defense,
cultural and educational links.
Canada and Japan work togeth-
er at the United Nations, the
G-7, G-8 and G-20, APEC and in
other global forums. Shared
values and shared interests are
reflected in our contributions to
international security and de-
velopment, such as through our
shared vocation of U.N. peace-
keeping and our c o m m i t m e n t
to the development and recon-
struction of Afghanistan, Haiti
and other countries in need of
international support.

On the sidelines of the G-8
Summit in Muskoka, Prime
Minister Stephen Harper m e t

with Prime Minister Naoto Kan
and agreed in principle to set up
a new framework for political,
peace and security cooperation
between Canada and Japan.
They will meet again in Yoko-
hama in November when Ja-
pan hosts APEC 2010.

Alongside the successful
Working Holiday Program,
which allows for over 7,000
young Japanese to experience
Canada each year, the Embas-
sy of Canada has established a
Canada-Japan Leadership
Fund with contributions from
Canadian and Japanese busi-
nesses and expatriate commu-
nities in Japan to facilitate
youth exchange and the devel-
opment of future interlocutors
for Canada-Japan relations.

Canada looks to Japan as a
key partner on the world stage
and by continuing our efforts to
work together, we can make
the world a safer, more pros-
perous and harmonious place.
We look forward to continuing
to work closely with Japan in
the leadup to the November
meeting of APEC leaders and
throughout the coming year.

Happy Canada Day! Bonne
F ête du Canada!

U.K. to announce details of torture complicity probe
London AFP-JIJI

Britain is poised to announce the details of a
judge-led inquiry into claims its secret agents
were complicit in the torture of terrorist suspects
after a spate of allegations, the British
Broadcasting Corp. reported Tuesday.

Prime Minister David Cameron has agreed to
the terms of the probe, which include possible
compensation if there is proof someone was
tortured with the knowledge of British secret
services, the broadcaster said.

Cameron’s Conservative Party and their coalition
partners, the Liberal Democrats, both called for an
inquiry into the claims in the runup to last month’s
general election that brought them into power. Calls

from human rights campaigners have been
mounting here for a probe after a slew of allegations.

The most high-profile case has been that of
Binyam Mohamed, a British resident who claims
the country’s secret services knew of his torture at
the hands of United States agents.

The BBC said details could be announced as
early as this week, but Downing Street refused to
confirm the report. ‘‘As the Foreign Secretary
(William Hague) has said, there are important
issues to be considered. An announcement will be
made in due course,’’ a spokeswoman said.

Hague confirmed last month that a judge would
investigate the claims of complicity in torture, but said
details of the inquiry were still being worked out.
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