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Secret tapes scandal
halts L’Oreal trial
Nanterre France
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

A French court on Thursday
halted indefinitely the trial of
a photographer accused of de-
frauding France’s richest
woman after the case got tan-
gled up in a political scandal.

Celebrity photographer
Francois-Marie Banier, 63,
went on trial accused by the
daughter of L’Oreal cosmetics
heiress Liliane Bettencourt,
87, of cheating her mother out
of ¤1 billion ($1.2 billion).

The court adjourned the
case so judges could examine
sensitive new evidence: se-
cret recordings of Bettencourt
talking to aides, which
sparked a scandal that has
embarrassed the government.

Defense lawyer Herve Tem-
ime said Banier could not get a
fair trial in what he called a
‘‘nauseating and impossible’’
case.

‘‘Is it any less nauseating
that a man exploits a woman
and profits from her?’’ re-
sponded Olivier Metzner, law-
yer for daughter Francoise
Bettencourt-Meyers who
brought the case against Ban-
ier.

French media last month
published details of telephone
conversations secretly re-
corded by Bettencourt’s but-
ler, which allegedly revealed
she was plotting to evade
taxes on her huge fortune.

Temime complained to the
court at Nanterre, west of Par-
is, that the tapes had been
leaked to media before they
were shown to trial lawyers.
‘‘We no longer have the condi-
tions for a fair trial,’’ he said.

Presiding Judge Isabelle
Prevost-Desprez adjourned
the trial indefinitely so she

could carry out a ‘‘comple-
mentary investigation’’ into
the tapes.

‘‘This extra information
should shed light on matters,’’
Temime told reporters after-
ward.

If convicted, Banier faces
up to three years in prison and
a fine of ¤375,000 ($460,000).

The furor over the tapes has
sparked calls for the resigna-
tion of Labor Minister Eric
Woerth, accused of a conflict
of interest because his wife
worked for Bettencourt’s es-
tate while he was budget min-
ister in charge of tax fraud.

The taped conversations be-
tween Bettencourt and her fi-
nancial adviser allegedly re-
veal that she hid ¤80 million
($100 million) in Swiss bank
accounts while making big do-
nations to friends in the ruling
UMP party.

With pressure on Woerth
growing, Le Monde newspa-
per reported on Thursday that
he had dined with Bettencourt
in January 2008. Woerth’s of-
fice confirmed the dinner but
dismissed it as ‘‘nothing in-
credible.’’

Britain to hold electoral reform vote next year: report
London AFP-JIJI

Britain will hold a referendum on changing its
voting system next May, the BBC reported
Thursday, citing government sources.

Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg is set to
announce that a vote on introducing the
Alternative Vote electoral system will be held on
May 5, 2011, said the broadcaster.

Clegg indicated earlier Thursday that a
statement on the public vote was imminent.

‘‘I’m hoping to make an announcement literally
in a couple of days, next week,’’ he said when
asked about the timing of the referendum.

The Conservative Party agreed to hold a
referendum on the voting system to persuade
Clegg’s Liberal Democrats to join them in forming
a coalition government following May’s

inconclusive general election. Voting reform has
been a long-held desire of the Liberal Democrats,
who believe the current first-past-the-post system
is unfairly weighted against them.

But a referendum could prove divisive to the
coalition. The Conservatives will campaign to
keep the current system, while the Liberal
Democrats will try to persuade voters to cast their
ballots against it.

An Alternative Vote system would see voters
rank candidates in order of preference.

If no one reaches 50 percent in the first round,
the candidate with fewest votes is eliminated and
the second choices on the ballots cast for that
person are allocated to the totals of the others.
This process continues until one candidate hits 50
percent.

Britain vows to extend a hand to neglected allies
London to build new
‘special relationship’
with India, Brazil

London
AP

------------------------------------------

Foreign Secretary William
Hague is promising to pay at-
tention to allies left neglected
in London’s rush to cozy up to
the White House, promising a
sweeping overhaul of the
country’s ‘‘patchy’’ foreign
policy.

In a first major speech since
the country’s Conservative-
led coalition government took
office in May, Hague said
Thursday he will reach out to
nations who felt snubbed un-
der the Labour government
led by former Prime Ministers
Tony Blair and Gordon
Brown.

Brown and Blair’s courting
of successive U.S. presidents
over 13 years in office had led
some links with historic part-
ners ‘‘to wither or stagnate’’
and seen a dramatic fall in
Britain’s clout in the European
Union, Hague said.

‘‘I think sometimes British
politicians and British lead-
ers have been so preoccupied
by those ties, that they have
neglected to build the wider
relationships in the world,’’
Hague said. ‘‘From now on we
will not neglect the wider
world.’’

Countries including India,
Brazil and the Persian Gulf
states have claimed that Brit-
ain only came calling in times
of global crisis — or when they
needed to secure a key U.N.
vote, he said.

‘‘In recent years Britain’s
approach to building relation-
ships with new and emerging
powers has been ad-hoc and

patchy, giving rise to the fre-
quent complaint,’’ Hague said,
speaking at London’s Foreign
Office. ‘‘This weakens our
ability to forge agreement on
difficult issues affecting the
lives of millions around the
world.’’

Prime Minister David Cam-
eron’s government has vowed
to build a so-called ‘‘new spe-
cial relationship’’ with India,
suggesting it sees future trad-
ing opportunities with emerg-
ing markets as likely to be as
important as ties to Washing-
ton.

Britain will send govern-
ment ministers and the heads
of leading U.K. businesses on
trade delegations across the
world in a bid to increase ex-
ports, Treasury chief George
Osborne said this week. Hague
said new government task
forces are seeking to improve
bilateral links — with work al-
ready under way on upgrading
relations with the United Arab
Emirates.

Though Hague said bonds
between London and Washing-
ton were ‘‘unbreakable’’ and

represented Britain’s most
important bilateral relation-
ship, he added that both he and
Cameron believed the part-
nership should be ‘‘solid but
not slavish.’’

Cameron and U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama held
friendly talks at the Group of 8
and Group of 20 summits in
Canada last month, but the
British leader defended BP
and asked the U.S. to give a
better indication of the likely
final cost of the Gulf of Mexico
oil spill.

Michael Cox, a foreign poli-
cy analyst at London’s Chat-
ham House think tank, said
Hague was positioning Britain
for a world where the U.S. is no
longer the lone dominant
force, and Washington looks
beyond Europe for allies.

He said Hague’s plan may in
part be a response to a belief in
the U.S. that ‘‘there is a real
shift in power going on, that
Europe is in crisis and Asia is
the future.’’

Hague pledged to continue
pressing Iran to abandon its
nuclear ambitions, and said

Britain expects its troops to
remain in Afghanistan until
about 2014 or 2015.

‘‘We are committed to the
Afghans being able to conduct
their military operations and
security and that takes time,’’
Hague said. ‘‘But I would be
very surprised if that took lon-
ger than 2014.’’

Though Hague’s party has
often been accused of being
skeptical over ties to Europe,
he said Britain must halt a de-
cline in the number of British
diplomats working at the Eu-
ropean Union.

Hague said that Britain
represents 12 percent of the
bloc’s population, but Britons
make up only 1.8 percent of its
staff. ‘‘It is mystifying to us
that the previous government
failed to give due weight to the
exercise of British influence
in the European Union,’’ he
said.

The diplomatic chief also
identified Indonesia, South Af-
rica, Kenya and Nigeria and
all of Latin America as places
where links need to be
strengthened.
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New world order: British Foreign Secretary William Hague
delivers his first foreign policy speech at the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office in London on Thursday. AP

Francois-Marie Banier

Striving for long-lasting partnership with Japan
Vyacheslav Beskosty
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES OF BELARUS

------------------------------------------

Dear colleagues and friends, it
is a great honor for me to ad-
dress the readers of The Japan
Times on the
occasion of the
Independenc e
Day of the Re-
public of Bela-
rus that is cele-
brated July 3.

Fifteen years
have passed
since the government of Bela-
rus made a decision to open
the embassy of our country in
Tokyo. At the same time in
1995 the first diplomatic mis-
sion of Japan was opened in

Minsk, the capital of Belarus.
These events marked the new
stage in the relations of our
friendly nations and laid the
ground for the promotion of
exchanges between Belarus-
ian and Japanese people.

Nowadays we are facing a
greater interest of businesses
of the two countries toward the
opportunities of bilateral
trade and investments.
Though I believe that we still
have much to do to fully real-
ize the potential of cooperation
in the economic field. The Re-
public of Belarus is interested
in Japanese investments and
technologies needed to mod-
ernize our industries. We are
also eager to expand exports

of unique and high-quality
Belarusian goods to Japan.
Tokyo Instruments has a good
experience of creating suc-
cessful joint ventures in Bela-
rus. Today two companies in
Minsk produce precise laser
measuring equipment and ex-
port them to Japan.

In 2009 we started active
work with the Japan Bank for
International Cooperation in
the field of financing techno-
logical imports in Belarus.
Marubeni Corp. is one of the
first companies using JBIC
credit lines for delivering
equipment on Belarusian
chemical enterprises. All
these investment activities of
Japanese companies can be

protected by Nippon Export
and Investment Insurance.
The Memorandum of Under-
standing between NEXI and
Belarusbank was signed in
December 2009 for the sake of
further development of invest-
ment and trade between our
countries.

Taking this opportunity I
would like to announce that
the Belarus Investment Fo-
rum will be held in November
2010 in cooperation with RO-
TOBO. The forum will take
place in Tokyo and will help to
promote investment opportu-
nities among Japanese com-
panies. It will be a good
chance for all participants to
get acquainted with Belarus-

ian and Japanese business
communities.

We enjoy not only good bi-
lateral relations but also share
a common view on the most
important matters on the in-
ternational agenda, striving
for lasting peace and friend-
ship in the world. It is my
strong opinion that our coun-
tries and governments have to
intensify their collaboration in
order to create a safer and
cleaner global environment
for the future generations.

On this auspicious occasion
I would like to wish the read-
ers of The Japan Times suc-
cess and happiness, as well as
peace and prosperity to all
people of Japan.

Absorbing the best of all cultures while preserving its natural beauty
Geographically, the Republic
of Belarus is located in the
heart of Europe between two
great neighboring nations —
Russia in the east and Poland in
the west. Situated at the cross-
roads of the ancient routes from
Byzantine to Scandinavia, Be-
larus has absorbed the best ac-
complishments and achieve-
ments of various cultures. An-
cestors of present Belarusians
have made a significant contri-

bution to world heritage.
Belarus possesses a valuable

potential of natural, historical,
architectural and ethnic re-
sources, along with a rich cul-
tural heritage. The tender and
poetic nature of Belarus befits
this country in the best way.
Bright colors of the Mediterra-
nean region are not character-
istic of Belarus. It does not have
the stunning exoticism of Afri-
ca or delicate slyness of the
East either. Belarus is the
country of modest and, one
would even say, intelligent
beauty. Its quiet charm pene-
trates into the traveler’s soul
gradually, through a soft play
of the morning sky over the
vague horizon; through the vel-
vet verdure of the vast expans-
es of the fields; through the
overpowering balmy air of a

century-old pine forest;
through the tender mooing of
cows and sad cries of cranes in
the meadows. The elusive beau-
ty of Belarus does not expose it-
self to everyone; for this you
have to stop and feel the sur-
rounding world: keep l o o k i n g
into the blue eyes of Belarus, its
deep lakes, put down your
hands into icy waters of a ring-
ing brook, hide from a warm
rain under a shaggy branch of a
spruce. Perhaps this is one of
the few remaining places on our
planet where one can see the
amazing miracle — the miracle
of untouched nature. It is sur-
prising that right here, in the
very center of Europe, time
seems to have considerably
slowed down its run — the 21st
century is raging around, civili-
zation is progressing with long

strides, yet in Belarus n a t u r e
remains real, people remain
human and values remain eter-
nal. Belarus is an island of
calmness in the swirl of seeth-
ing time, a place of wise harmo-
ny of body and soul.

The best way to estimate the
forest resources of Belarus is
to have a look at them from an
airplane window — from a
height it becomes quite obvi-
ous that more than a third of its
territory seems to be covered

with a green blanket. Here
there have been preserved the
major forest areas in Europe.
To a great extent Belarus is
‘‘the lungs of Europe.’’ Howev-
er, in addition to their utilitari-
an value, Belarusian woods
are also a cultural wealth due
to their unique and, in some
places, untouched beauty. One
can enjoy it by visiting forest
reserves in Belarus. The most
famous national park is Belov-
ezha forest preserve, where

the conservation regimen was
introduced as early as in the
beginning of the 15th century.
Here you can see meadows,
woods and rivers in a state that
could remain only without
man’s interference — power-
ful, crystal clear and wonder-
ful. And, certainly, you will get
unforgettable impressions
while meeting a ‘‘zubr’’ (a wi-
sent or Belarusian bison) — an
animal that has become the
symbol of Belarus.
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