U.S. Independence day

Faith in the American Dream never wavers

John Victor Roos
U.S. AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN

Independence
Day is one of
the most im-
portant holi-
days for Amer-
icans —and for
those of us
overseas,
many of whom
are away from family and
friends, I think the day be-
comes even more important.

The Fourth of July is a time to
celebrate the values that both
define and unite us: values
such as liberty, equality, free-
dom and democracy — princi-
ples the founding fathers be-
lieved were important enough
to risk their lives fighting for
and which have since become
solid cornerstones of Ameri-
can society. As Americans
gather for festivities, fire-
works and traditional Fourth
of July barbecues, we enjoy
and exercise the rights fought

for and passed down to us by
our forefathers. If those brave
men could see how their ex-
traordinary wisdom has sup-
ported the growth and stabili-
ty of a democratic system that
has inspired people around the
world, they would surely be
proud.

As President Barack Oba-
ma noted in his recent West
Point commencement ad-
dress, “From the birth of our
existence, America has had a
faith in the future — a belief

American beauty: President Barack Obama looks at the Grand Canyon in Arizona on Aug. 16,

2009.
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that where we’re going is bet-
ter than where we’ve been,
even when the path ahead is
uncertain. To fulfill that prom-
ise, generations of Americans
have built upon the foundation
of our forefathers — finding
opportunity, fighting injus-
tice, forging a more perfect
union.”

In following this faith and
seeking those selfsame val-
ues of George Washington,
Benjamin Franklin and their
compatriots that are cele-
brated each year on the
Fourth of July, countless peo-
ple have flocked to the United
States since its founding and
made the country their own.
The American Dream is as
much a part of Independence
Day as the parades and par-
ties. It makes the United
States a place where all
things are possible for people
who are willing to put in hard
work and effort. Generations
of our fellow Americans have
looked toward the future and
toiled for their dreams along-
side each other despite their
differences, continuously
fighting for freedom and the
rights promised to us in our
Constitution. In a recent high
school commencement ad-
dress in Kalamazoo, Mich.,
President Obama congratu-
lated a recent arrival to the
school who became valedic-
torian of her class, noting
that she represented “what is
continually replenishing the
energy and the dynamism
and the innovation of this

country.”

Each year Americans and
visitors participate in the In-
dependence Day activities on
the National Mall in front of
the Capitol Building in Wash-
ington, D.C. The annual
Smithsonian Folklife Festi-
val takes place there on the
two weekends overlapping
the Fourth of July holiday to
honor the diversity of people,
culture, beliefs and histories
that forms the backbone of
the United States. The up-
coming 2010 Festival in-
cludes a special program,
“Asian Pacific Americans:
Local Lives, Global Ties,”
celebrating Asian Pacific
Americans and their tradi-
tions, which contribute to the
cultural landscape of our na-
tion’s capital and its sur-
roundings.

In our increasingly interde-
pendent world, as we cele-
brate those values upon which
our great nation was founded
S0 many years ago, let us also
celebrate the enduring part-
nership between Japan and
the United States. Our fates
and our fortunes are inter-
twined as never before. This
year we also celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the signing of
our security treaty. In these
past five decades we have sup-
ported and strengthened each
other. Through cooperation
and exchanges we have built
our friendship. We are allies
who share the same values of
freedom and democracy, and
together we are working to en-

Celebration: The Foo Fighters performed on the South Lawn of the White House on the Fourth

of July last year.

sure a more peaceful and pros-
perous future for ourselves
and the Asia-Pacific region.

Japan’s hosting of the Asia-
Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion (APEC) meetings this
year, followed by the U.S. in
2011, gives us another great
opportunity to build on our
partnership. We have the op-
portunity to cooperate even
further through APEC to in-
crease trade and bring sus-
tainable economic growth to
all APEC members. As lead-
ers of the global economy we
also have the responsibility
and resources to make the
world a better place so that all
future generations will have
an even better environment in
which to grow and experience
the freedoms that we already
enjoy.

As U.S. ambassador to Ja-
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pan, I am overjoyed to extend
my very first Fourth of July
greetings to all my fellow
Americans and friends of
America residing in Japan
and to express my sincere ap-
preciation to our gracious
hosts, the Japanese people, for
their continued friendship and

support. May both our great
nations continue to enjoy the
blessings of liberty.
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