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Steele trap: John McCain, then a Republican presidential candidate, laughs with former
Maryland Lt. Gov. Michael Steele, who now heads the Republican National Committee, during
a campaign stop in St. Louis in 2008. AP

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Turkey threatens to sever Israel ties
Ankara AP

Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu said his country will
cut diplomatic ties with Israel if it does not apologize for killing of
eight Turks and one Turkish-American or accept an international
probe into the deaths, a newspaper reported Monday.

The statement was the most explicit to date from a high-level
Turkish official about the conditions for improving strained ties
with Israel. Turkey withdrew its ambassador to protest the deadly
Israeli raid on Gaza-bound aid ships on May 31, canceled naval
drills with Israel and is barring some military planes from using
its airspace. Turkish officials have said the envoy will not return
until Israel takes steps to meet the demands.

Opposition claims Mexico poll win
Mexico City AFP-JIJI

Mexico’s main opposition party, which ruled the country for
most of the last century, claimed victory in Sunday’s state
elections marked by a bloodstained campaign.

‘‘The results that we have in hand show that our victory was
convincing,’’ Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) national
leader Beatriz Paredes told reporters, after exit polls suggested
they had won at least nine out of 12 governorships up for grabs.

According to analysis groups late Sunday, the centrist PRI
had kept governors in six states and taken three new ones.

President Felipe Calderon’s conservative National Action
Party had formed a string of unlikely coalitions with leftist parties
to challenge their main rival but the PRI appeared to have lost to
only one of them, in its previous stronghold state of Oaxaca,
according to analysts. Another two, Sinaloa and Puebla, appeared
too close to call, but PRI leader Paredes claimed the party was set
to win in 11 overall, compared to the nine it held before.

Horses bolt at Iowa parade; one dead
Washington AFP-JIJI

A Fourth of July parade turned into a tragedy in Iowa when two
horses pulling a carriage went out of control, killing one woman and
trampling 23 others, many of them children, U.S. media reported.

A 60-year-old woman died in the accident, while others
suffered severe injuries, the reports said.

The incident occurred in Bellevue, a town of 2,300 people on
the bank of the Mississippi River, when horses pulling a buggy
got scared and charged into the crowd.

‘‘They took off down the street uncontrollably,’’ Bellevue fire
chief Chris Roling told The New York Times. ‘‘They went about
six blocks — the horses and the carriages behind them, running
over children and adults along the parade route.’’

An estimated 10,000 people were attending the parade when
the incident occurred, the reports said.

Airports ‘refuse fuel to Iranian jets’
Tehran AFP-JIJI

Airports in Britain, Germany and the United Arab Emirates
have refused to refuel Iranian passenger planes since
Washington imposed unilateral sanctions on Tehran last week,
ISNA news agency said Monday.

State news agency IRNA said in a separate report that Kuwaiti
airports have also turned down fuel for Iranian passenger planes.
‘‘Since last week, after the passing of the unilateral law by
America and the sanctions against Iran, airports in England,
Germany and the UAE have refused to give fuel to Iranian
planes,’’ said Mehdi Aliyari, secretary of Iranian Airlines Union.

The decision by the airports comes at a time when a large
number of expatriate Iranians, especially those in Europe, travel
to and from Iran for summer holidays. Aliyari said their refusal
has so far impacted national carrier Iran Air and a leading private
airline, Mahan Air, as both operate several flights to Europe.

British police hunt triple shooter
London AFP-JIJI

British police were Monday hunting a man suspected of shooting
his ex-girlfriend, killing her new partner and then gunning down
a police officer.

Raoul Thomas Moat, 37, allegedly shot his former partner and
her new boyfriend early Saturday in Birtley, northeast England,
police said. The boyfriend died and the ex-girlfriend was
hospitalized in critical condition.

Less than 24 hours later, detectives believe he shot and
critically injured a police officer in the nearby city of Newcastle.

The suspected gunman got out of prison Thursday after serving
a short sentence for assault, and police said he believed his
ex-girlfriend had been having an affair with a police officer. But
they said her new boyfriend had no links to the local police force.

Police have launched a huge manhunt to find Moat, who had
contacted police around the time of the third shooting to
complain he was not being taken seriously.

McCain hits RNC chief Steele’s Afghan comments
Top Republican’s
war-losing remarks
‘wildly inaccurate’

Washington
BLOOMBERG, AP

------------------------------------------

Sen. John McCain said Sunday
that Republican National
Committee Chairman Mi-
chael Steele’s recent com-
ments suggesting that the
United States will lose the war
in Afghanistan are ‘‘wildly in-
accurate.’’

Steele, who said at a Repub-
lican fundraising event Thurs-
day that the conflict in Af-
ghanistan ‘‘was a war of Oba-
ma’s choosing’’ and not
something that the U.S. had
actively prosecuted, should
reconsider whether he can be
an effective party leader, Mc-
Cain said Sunday on ABC’s
‘‘This Week’’ program.

Steele’s remarks, a political
gift to Democrats in a congres-
sional election year, were cap-
tured on camera during the
Connecticut fundraiser, which
was closed to the news media,
and posted online. The com-
ments could make it difficult
for Republican candidates to
have Steele campaign for
them and against Democrats

in President Barack Obama’s
party.

At the fundraiser, Steele
said: ‘‘This was a war of Oba-
ma’s choosing. This is not

something the United States
has actively prosecuted or
wanted to engage in. If he’s
such a student of history, has
he not understood that, you

know, that’s the one thing you
don’t do is engage in a land
war in Afghanistan? All right?
Because everyone who’s tried,
over 1,000 years of history, has

failed,’’ Steele said. ‘‘And
there are reasons for that.
There are other ways to en-
gage in Afghanistan.’’

Since Steele’s remarks, con-
servative Republican leaders,
including commentators Wil-
liam Kristol and Liz Cheney,
have demanded his resigna-
tion.

‘‘There’s no excuse’’ for the
remarks, McCain said. ‘‘We
need to get everybody behind
this effort, because it’s Ameri-
ca’s war. It’s not Bush’s war,
it’s not Obama’s war, it’s
America’s war, and we can’t
afford to fail.’’

‘‘I think those statements
are wildly inaccurate,’’ Mc-
Cain said, adding that Steele
had sent him an e-mail saying
the remarks ‘‘were miscon-
strued.’’

‘‘I believe we have to win
here. I believe in freedom. But
the fact is that I think that Mr.
Steele is going to have to as-
sess as to whether he can still
lead the Republican Party as
chairman of the Republican
National Committee and
make an appropriate deci-
sion,’’ McCain said.

McCain spoke from Afghan-
istan, where he, independent
Sen. Joe Lieberman and fel-
low Republican Sen. Lindsey
Graham were spending the

July 4 holiday.
Graham, speaking from

Kabul on CBS’s ‘‘Face the Na-
tion’’ program, said he was
‘‘dismayed, angry, upset’’
over Steele’s comments.

‘‘It was an uninformed, un-
necessary, unwise, untimely
comment,’’ he said. Graham
declined to demand Steele’s
resignation, saying he will
leave the matter to the Repub-
lican National Committee.
Graham also said his party
needs to support Obama’s
commitment to winning the
Afghan conflict and that a vic-
tory over the Taliban is ‘‘im-
perative.’’

Steele clarified his July 1 re-
marks Friday by saying, ‘‘The
stakes are too high for us to ac-
cept anything but success in
Afghanistan.’’ In the same
statement he said that ‘‘for the
sake of the security of the free
world, our country must give
our troops the support neces-
sary to win this war.’’

Graham said ‘‘the good
news is Michael Steele is back-
tracking so fast he’s going to
be in Kabul fighting here pret-
ty soon.’’

‘‘It’s up to him to see if he
can lead the Republican Party
after this comment,’’ Graham
said. ‘‘We’ll see if he can get it
behind him.’’

U.S. senators express frustration at caution of Supreme Court nominees

ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Robert Barnes
Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

It would be easy to come away
from Elena Kagan’s confirma-
tion hearing with the impres-
sion that in the minds of some
senators, certain members of
the Supreme Court might be —
how to put this? — less than
truthful.

Or, at least, dissemblers.
The Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee’s 17-hour, 500-question
grilling of the Supreme Court
nominee was marked by re-
peated references from some
senators to feeling burned by
the three previous nominees:
John Roberts, Samuel Alito
and Sonia Sotomayor.

‘‘You know, we’ve become
skeptical,’’ Republican Sen.
Tom Coburn told Kagan, be-
cause ‘‘it really isn’t going to
matter what you said, because
once you’re there, you’re
there, and we have very little
ability to change it.’’

Coburn was criticizing Soto-
mayor at the time, saying her
vote in a recent gun rights
case was at odds with her testi-
mony before the committee
just a year ago. But he ac-
knowledged his Democratic
colleagues’ similar critiques
of Roberts and Alito, who were
nominated in 2005.

‘‘You can understand the
skepticism we might have. . . .
The implication has been that

. . .  Alito and Roberts . . .
weren’t straightforward —
that, in fact, they didn’t keep
their word on stare decisis,’’
Coburn said, referring to the
principle of respecting the
court’s precedents.

But some believe the fault is
with the Senate and the pro-
cess. While senators all say
they realize it is improper to
ask how a nominee will vote on
a specific case, they press for
the nominee’s ‘‘personal’’
view, how the nominee would
vote on a case just like the one
in question or whether the
nominee pledges loyalty to a
precedent.

‘‘The answers that nomi-
nees give are very much like
clauses of the constitution,’’
said John Anthony Maltese, a
political scientist at the Uni-
versity of Georgia. ‘‘Different
people read different things
into them.’’

Benjamin Wittes, who has
studied and written about the
nomination process, argues
that the very act of trying to
determine what a nominee
will do on the court — rather
than simply whether he is
qualified to serve — is wrong-
headed, a result of senators
trying decades ago to deter-
mine future justices’ positions
on segregation.

It is a process ‘‘born in origi-
nal sin, born in impropriety,
and has never risen above it,’’
said Wittes, a scholar at the
Brookings Institution. ‘‘The
nominee only has one defense

against it, which is to not an-
swer.’’

But they do, in some fash-
ion, and senators say they
should be able to hold nomi-
nees to their word. Roberts,
for instance, told the commit-
tee that it is a ‘‘jolt to the legal
system when you overrule a
precedent.’’

But the court he leads has
done just that several times.
In the most controversial ex-
ample, Roberts was part of a
five-member majority in Citi-
zens United v. Federal Elec-
tion Commission that cast off
two precedents and struck de-
cades-old prohibitions on the
role of corporations in cam-
paigns.

Roberts wrote a 14-page
concurrence in the case,
joined by Alito, to explain his
position. But Democratic Sen.
Arlen Specter referred to the
document as ‘‘an apologia, re-

ally a repudiation of every-
thing he testified to, just dia-
metrically opposed.’’

‘‘I again acknowledge it’s a
big difference between ap-
pearing here at a nomination

proceeding as opposed to de-
ciding a case in controversy,’’
Specter said. ‘‘But it does
leave us perplexed as to where
we’re at.’’

Republican Sen. John Cor-
nyn said he was just as frus-
trated with Sotomayor. She
said at her hearing last year
that she considered as ‘‘settled

law’’ the court’s 2008 decision
in District of Columbia v. Hell-
er, which established for the
first time that the Second
Amendment provided an indi-
vidual right to gun ownership.

But in the June 28 decision
in McDonald v. Chicago, Soto-
mayor sided with the dissent-
ers and did not find that the
Second Amendment applied to
state and local efforts to re-
strict guns. ‘‘It is disconcert-
ing . .  . and in fairness, does
appear to be a direct contra-
diction of what Judge Soto-
mayor said in her confirma-
tion hearings with what she
has decided on the first oppor-
tunity to decide a case on that
same subject,’’ Cornyn said.

Republican Sen. Jeff Ses-
sions tried to pin Kagan down
on whether a certain case she
declared ‘‘settled law’’ meant
that she would be a supporter
if the controversy arose again.

‘‘Sen. Sessions, it wouldn’t
be appropriate for me to bind
myself with respect to any fu-
ture case that came before
me,’’ Kagan said. ‘‘It wouldn’t
be appropriate for me in any
case to say, ‘Oh, I promise that
I’m going to take a case like
that and do, you know, X, Y, Z
with it.’ ’’

‘‘Well, I think that’s what I
expected,’’ Sessions said. ‘‘I
think you’ll go to the court free
to vote either way on any of
those cases, and we should ful-
ly understand it.’’

Donald Ayer, a former dep-
uty attorney general who has a
private appellate practice,
said: ‘‘You shouldn’t expect
nominees to lock themselves
into specific views. They tell
you they’re not going to do
that, they refuse to do that. I
don’t think there’s any basis in
saying they’re acting in bad
faith later.’’

Malawi independence day

Release the Kagan: Supreme Court nominee Elena Kagan testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington on Wednesday before the
Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on her nomination. AP

H.E. President of Malawi
Ngwazi Bingu Wa Mutharika

‘The answers that
nominees give are very
much like clauses of the
constitution. Different
people read different
things into them.’
POLITICAL SCIENTIST JOHN ANTHONY MALTESE

Development path remains a success story for ‘The Warm Heart of Africa’
Grace Karonga
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES AD INTERIM OF THE

REPUBLIC OF MALAWI

------------------------------------------

July 6 marks an auspicious
day as people of Malawi cele-
brate the 46th Anniversary of
I n d e p e ndence.
On this special
occasion, I
would like to ex-
press, on behalf
of the govern-
ment and peo-
ple of the Re-
public of Mala-
wi, our best wishes to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko
and the government and the
people of Japan.

This year’s independence
anniversary is celebrated on
a high note because it is the
year that H.E. the President
of the Republic of Malawi
Ngwazi Prof. Bingu Wa Mu-
tharika was elected African
Union chairman.

As we take stock of our
achievements and embark on
the challenges that lie ahead,

we salute the government of Ja-
pan for the role they have
played in contributing to our de-
velopment endeavors, includ-
ing through financial and tech-
nical assistance, and for vari-
ous development endeavors
rendered through the TICAD
process. Examples of assis-
tance from Japan to Malawi in-
clude infrastructure develop-
ment projects such as the reha-
bilitation of the Blantyre City
Road, bridges and health facili-
ties, and technical assistance
for the One Village One Product
(OVOP) movement.

Malawi is thankful to the
government of Japan and is
proud to have hosted the largest
number of Japan Overseas Co-
operation Volunteers (JOCV)
in the world since the program
began in 1971. These young vol-
unteers and other technical ex-
perts continue to provide valu-
able services and skills i  n a
number of technical fields.

After six years of positive
economic performance under
the wise and visionary leader-
ship of President Mutharika,

Malawi’s development path re-
mains a success story. Malawi
has made remarkable progress
in various sectors of the econo-
my, including in transport and
infrastructure development,
agriculture and health.

Prudent macroeconomic
policies have been the driving
force behind Malawi’s success
story and contributed to the

continuation of high economic
growth rates of above 7 percent
in the past five years, a single
digit inflation rate since 2007, a
stable exchange rate since 2004
and reduced domestic debt,
from 25 percent of gross domes-
tic product (GDP) in 2004 to 13.5
percent of GDP in 2008/09.

Malawi’s success story in
the agriculture and food secu-
rity sector since 2005 has been
recognized globally. The gov-
ernment launched the Farm
Input Subsidy Program,
which resulted in impressive
agricultural output in corn
and other products. Since
then, Malawi increased corn
production to an average of 3
million tons per year. In this
regard, Malawi has been
transformed from being a
food deficit country to a star
performer in food production.

Malawi’s economy relies on
agriculture and the perfor-
mance of the sector is largely
dependent on the pattern of
rain. To cushion against possi-
ble crop failure due to erratic
rainfall, the government has

embarked on a project called
the Green Belt Irrigation Ini-
tiative, which would use Lake
Malawi and other bodies of wa-
ter in the country for irrigation
to enhance production of a va-
riety of crops, livestock and
fish. So far 6,000 hectares of
land were developed, bringing
the total area under small-
holder irrigation to about
40,000 hectares benefiting over
283,000 smallholder farmers.

Malawi continues on its na-
tionwide infrastructure reha-
bilitation program including in
energy, education and health.
In our transport infrastructure
program, the government has
made significant strides in im-
proving our roads, rail and air
transportation.

Malawi continues to create a
climate conducive to private
investment. There are many
investment opportunities for
international investors. Such
opportunities are available to
investors including in agro-
processing, manufacturing of
textile products, fertilizers,
pesticides, cut flowers and

tourism.
There are indications that

Malawi has many untapped
natural resources, which may
include coal deposits, gold, di-
amonds, emeralds and oil. A
uranium mine is now opera-
tional and exports of uranium
concentrates began in August
2009.

Malawi is commonly re-
ferred to as ‘‘The Warm Heart
of Africa’’ and remains one of
the most attractive tourist
destinations on the continent.
Besides enjoying the legend-
ary hospitality of Malawians,
tourists can enjoy the experi-
ence of the most beautiful or-
namental fish species in our
584-km-long lake, magnificent
mountains and gorgeous
game and national parks.

We wish to thank the gov-
ernment and the people of Ja-
pan for their continued sup-
port and contribution to Mala-
wi’s development. We also
wish to thank Toyota Tsusho
for supporting our anniversa-
ry message in The Japan
Times.
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