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Egypt national day

E-JUST project will nurture
talented young Egyptians

Yuriko Koike
MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES

---------------------------------------

On the occasion of Egypt’s
National Day, I would like to
extend my
heartfelt
congratu-
lations to
President
Hosny
Mubarak and
the
government
and people of Egypt.

It is worth mentioning the
remarkable activities of the
Egyptian-Japanese
University of Science and
Technology (E-JUST), which
was established based on the
mutual cooperation between
the Egyptian and the
Japanese governments for
the purpose of having a
long-standing partnership
between the two countries to
promote human development
in the region. This initiative

was originally raised by both
H.E. Dr. Hani Helal, minister
of higher education and state
for science research, and H.E.
Fayza Abulnaga, minister of
international cooperation. In
May this year, H.E. Dr. Hani
Helal held an open discussion
with E-JUST students within
the premises of E-JUST’s
temporary location in
Mubarak City for Science and
Technology.

As secretary general of the
Japan-Egypt Parliamentarians
Friendship League and as a
graduate of Cairo University, I
highly appreciate these
activities and I wish the success
of the project. I am confident
that the project will strengthen
our technological cooperation
and contribute to the capacity
building of talented young
Egyptians in the future.

Lastly, I would like to express
my best wishes to President
Mubarak and the people of
Egypt for continued good health
and prosperity.

Partnership with Japan enters new phase
Dr. Walid Mahmoud Abdelnasser
AMBASSADOR OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF

EGYPT

------------------------------------------

July 23rd marks the National
Day of the Arab Republic of
Egypt. It offers Egyptians
the opportunity
to reflect on
past achieve-
ments and look
forward to a
brighter future,
and allows us to
express satis-
faction at the
state of Egyptian-Japanese
relations and continue joint
action to further consolidate
our partnership.

I would like, on this occa-
sion, on behalf of H.E. Presi-
dent Mohamed Hosny Muba-
rak and the government and
people of Egypt, to convey
the deepest respect to Their
Imperial Majesties the Em-
peror Akihito and Empress
Michiko, and to H.E. Prime
Minister Naoto Kan. I would

also like to express gratitude
to the government and people
of Japan for the sincere
friendship they have consis-
tently accorded Egypt.

We witnessed, over the
past year, developments con-
tributing to enhancing our re-
lationship. They came amid
momentum generated by the
meeting of June 2008 between
President Mubarak and then
Prime Minister Yasuo Fuku-
da, aimed at further solidify-
ing the foundations of both
countries’ partnership.

The framework for our on-
going cooperation has been
the Egypt-Japan Partner-
ship Program, adopted dur-
ing President Mubarak’s 1999
visit to Tokyo. Our long en-
gagement has both demon-
strated Japan’s recognition
of Egypt’s geopolitical im-
portance and pivotal regional
and global role, and reflected
Tokyo’s commitment to
strengthen strategic partner-
ship with Egypt in the Arab

World and Africa. As Egypt
assumed the presidency of
the Nonaligned Movement
from July 2009, Egyptian-
Japanese cooperation had
even more positive ramifica-
tions for world affairs, dem-
onstrated by the latest NPT
Review Conference held in
New York in May 2010.

To pursue bilateral consul-

tations already existing be-
tween Egypt and Japan, we
held a 15th round of political
consultations and a sixth
round of cultural consulta-
tions in December 2009 and
April 2010, respectively.

Egypt and Japan are coop-
erating on projects that will
leave an enduring imprint on
our bilateral relationship. We
are proceeding with the con-
struction of The Grand Egyp-
tian Museum, to be complet-
ed by mid-2012. Also, both
countries agreed last Febru-
ary to establish the largest
wind farm in the region.

Egypt-Japan University
for Science and Technology
(E-JUST), also open for Arab
and African students, was in-
augurated in June. On the
same day, a bilateral scien-
tific and technological coop-
eration agreement was
signed.

Last year witnessed a rela-
tive decline in both bilateral
trade and Japanese tourism
flow to Egypt due to negative

repercussions of the global fi-
nancial crisis. We are deter-
mined to reverse this trend to
further expand and diversify
trade. Moreover, the first
half of 2010 promised a larger
flow of Japanese tourists to
Egypt this year. Although
satisfied with the increase in
private Japanese invest-
ments in Egypt in 2009, we
work for their further in-
crease and diversification.

During Tourism Promo-
tion Year of Egypt in Japan
in 2009, both governments
agreed to increase direct dai-
ly flights of Egypt Air be-
tween Cairo and both Narita
and Kansai airports by al-
most 140 percent, giving a
boost to tourism, trade and
cultural and human ex-
change. In 2009 as well,
Egypt had a special repre-
sentation at the Japan Asso-
ciation of Travel Agents’ (JA-
TA) Annual Conference and
Exhibition; a Panorama of
Egyptian Cinema took place
in the context of the Tokyo In-

ternational Film Festival;
and the first Japan-Egypt Fo-
rum convened to discuss is-
sues of common interest.

This year was declared
Year of Media Promotion of

Egypt in Japan to increase
awareness about Egypt, both
ancient and contemporary,
in Japan. Among its activi-
ties was the visit of engineer
Ibrahim El Moallem, a prom-
inent Egyptian publisher, in
February, upon the invita-
tion from the Japan Founda-
tion, to discuss a translation
project between Egypt and
Japan. A following visit was
by His Eminence the Grand
Mufti of Egypt Dr. Ali Gomaa
in March, upon the invitation
from the Japanese govern-
ment, to meet with the Japa-

nese foreign minister; lead-
ers of different religions in
Japan; and to present
Egypt’s official Islamic insti-
tution’s contribution to pro-
mote tolerance, peace, mod-
eration and environmental
protection. A third visit was
that of Dr. Abdel-Moneim
Said, CEO of Al-Ahram Press
Foundation, upon the invita-
tion from the Japanese gov-
ernment, also in March, to
discuss with senior Japanese
officials and scholars how to
further promote not only
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Celebration: Ambassador Dr. Abdelnasser and his wife, Dahlia (left), raise their glasses with
Koichi Takemasa, state secretary for foreign affairs in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and
Ogata during a reception to celebrate Egypt National Day at the ambassador’s residence in
Tokyo on July 20. YOSHIAKI MIURA

Captivating riddle: The Great Sphinx of Giza is the largest monolith statue in the world and the
oldest known monumental sculpture. BERTRAND GARDEL / EGYPT PHOTOLIBRARY

Key relationship: Ambassador Dr. Walid Mahmoud Abdelnasser meets Foreign Minister
Katsuya Okada and Sadako Ogata (left), president of JICA, in Tokyo in May. EMBASSY OF EGYPT

Close ties: Ogata is presented the certificate of appreciation
by Ambassador Dr. Abdelnasser at his residence in Tokyo on
July 20. YOSHIAKI MIURA

President Hosny Mubarak
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Ideology divides nations’ leaders

Dark clouds
hover over
U.S.-U.K. ties
London
AP

------------------------------------------

There were wide smiles,
thoughtful gifts and polite — if
corny — jokes. But away from
the cameras, some dark clouds
hung over new British leader
David Cameron’s first trip to
the White House for talks with
U.S. President Barack Obama.

Mounting American anger
at BP, a row over the release
of the Lockerbie bomber and
sharp differences on the right
medicine for economic ills
have chipped away at the so-
called special relationship.

The two leaders appear to
have forged a warmer per-
sonal relationship than the
one between Obama and
Cameron’s predecessor, Gor-
don Brown. But they face a
fundamental philosophical
divide: Cameron embraces
harsh austerity, Obama pre-
fers aggressive stimulus.

Since his Conservative-led
coalition ousted Brown’s La-
bour Party in May, Cameron
has made a dramatic reverse
in British economic policy,
ushering in steep cuts to public
spending to clear the country’s
record national debt.

Obama, like his fellow cen-
ter-left politician Brown, is
wary of stalling fragile signs
of growth — and had hoped in-
ternational allies would back
his plan of continuing pump
priming measures as the best
remedy to the financial crisis.

Amid bubbling anger at BP’s
handling of the Gulf of Mexico
oil spill, Cameron also arrived
in Washington mounting a de-
fense of the oil giant — insisting
the company is handling the di-
saster as best it can.

Cameron has been quick to
stress that almost half of BP’s
shareholders, and hundreds of
the firm’s staffers, are from
the U.S. — rejecting claims
that blame for the spill should
fall on Britain alone.

‘‘It’s in the interest of both our
countries, as we agreed, that it
remains a strong and stable
company for the future,’’ Cam-
eron said Tuesday in a joint
news conference with Obama.

Cameron, accused of fuzzi-
ness on the campaign trail, was
forceful in dealing with de-
mands from U.S. senators and
Secretary of State Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton for an inquiry into
accusations BP may have
pressed for the release from
prison of Libyan Abdel Baset
al-Megrahi.

Al-Megrahi, convicted for
the 1988 bombing of a Pan Am
jet over Lockerbie, Scotland,
that killed 270 people, most of
them American, was released
from a Scottish jail on compas-
sionate grounds last year after
doctors assessed he had termi-
nal cancer. Britain has dismiss-
ed suggestions that BP, seeking
access to Libya’s oil fields,
leaned on lawmakers.

While Cameron said he and
Obama were in ‘‘violent agree-
ment’’ that the decision, taken
by Scotland’s government

rather than Brown’s adminis-
tration, was wrong and mis-
guided — he dismissed calls
for an inquiry. ‘‘I don’t need an
inquiry to tell me what was a
bad decision,’’ Cameron said.

Cameron’s forthrightness
came as a surprise to some —
especially since memories are
fresh of the days former Prime
Minister Tony Blair was dubbed
George W. Bush’s ‘‘poodle.’’

The New York Post said the
visit had opened up a ‘‘Bam-Cam
Terror Rift,’’ while Britain’s Dai-
ly Mirror tabloid claimed Oba-
ma had slammed Cameron over
the al-Megrahi case.

Cameron’s Washington per-
formance appeared aimed at
fulfilling his promise of a ‘‘solid,
but not slavish’’ relationship to
Washington. He’s already ac-
knowledged his focus in future
will be on seeking new alliances
with India and Brazil.

Many recall that the leader
once drew criticism for insen-
sitivity after choosing the fifth
anniversary of the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks on the U.S. to
lambaste the foreign policy of
President George W. Bush.

‘‘I think the relationship is
not going to be that close,’’
said Andrew Gamble, head of
politics and international
studies at Cambridge Univer-
sity. ‘‘Apart from Afghani-
stan, the interests are more
divergent than they have been
for quite a long time.’’

Where Margaret Thatcher
backed President Ronald Rea-
gan over his stance on the Cold
War, and Blair supported
Bush’s approach to Iraq and the
threat from terrorism, there’s
now little to bind Obama and
Cameron, Gamble said.

‘‘The U.S. is looking much
more toward Asia,’’ while
Cameron is ‘‘beginning to
think about a new kind of Brit-
ish foreign policy,’’ which will
prioritize trade deals with
emerging economies, he said.

Matt Browne, of the Center
for American Progress and a
former adviser to Blair’s gov-
ernment, said the men share
similar personal traits, but not
similar policies.

‘‘Their personal chemistry
works quite well, these are two
men of the same generation,
who are both elite and with
families in the public eye,’’ he
said. ‘‘But there’s a problem in
that they are in ideologically
opposed camps about many
global issues, not least on how
to deal with the global eco-
nomic recovery.’’

Former Bush administra-
tion speechwriter David Frum
said disputes over BP and dif-
ferences over dealing with fis-
cal deficits will be overcome
— but warned other thorny
problems loom.

He says there may be a
clash of rival financial centers
London and New York as
Cameron’s government sim-
plifies regulation of the finan-
cial industry, which could
prompt U.S.-based banking
staffers to rush to take up jobs
in the U.K.

U.N. court orders war crimes retrial for ex-Kosovo premier
The Hague
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

A U.N. court Wednesday
quashed the war crimes acquit-
tal of ex-Kosovo Prime Minis-
ter Ramush Haradinaj because
of witness intimidation, and or-
dered his retrial for murder
and torture with two others.

‘‘The appeals chamber . . .
orders that Ramush Haradi-
naj, Idriz Balaj and Lahi Bra-
himaj be retried’’ on several
counts of the initial indict-
ment, appeals Judge Patrick
Robinson of the International
Criminal Tribunal for the for-
mer Yugoslavia (ICTY) said.

This would be the court’s
first-ever retrial.

Robinson ordered the three,
all former senior figures in the
separatist ethnic Albanian Ko-

sovo Liberation Army, to be
detained in The Hague.

The development came on
the eve of a nonbinding ruling
from the International Court
of Justice in The Hague on the
legitimacy of Kosovo’s decla-
ration of independence from
Serbia in February 2008.

Haradinaj, 42, and Balaj, 38,
were freed upon acquittal in
April 2008 on numerous counts
of war crimes and crimes
against humanity allegedly
committed against Serbs and
political opponents — including
murder, torture and rape.

Haradinaj, the most senior
Kosovo leader to stand trial at
the tribunal, was arrested on
Tuesday and transferred to
the Netherlands from Pristina
on an ICTY warrant, spokes-
woman Nerma Jelacic said.

Balaj, serving an unrelated
sentence in a Kosovo jail, was
not present for the judgment
and has yet to be transferred,
she said.

Brahimaj, 40, who was con-
victed of torture and sen-
tenced to six years in jail in
2008 but released pending the
appeal outcome, sat next to
Haradinaj in the accused box.

Neither man displayed any
reaction as Robinson read out
the judgment, saying the trial
chamber should have given
prosecutors more time to secure
the testimony of witnesses who
were intimidated into silence.

‘‘The trial chamber failed to
take sufficient steps to counter
witness intimidation that per-
meated the trial,’’ said the
judge, ordering that Haradi-
naj and Balaj be retried on six

war crimes charges, which in-
clude counts of murder, cruel
treatment and torture, and
Brahimaj on four.

‘‘Given the potential impor-
tance of these witnesses to the
prosecution’s case, the error
undermined the fairness of the
proceedings and resulted in a
miscarriage of justice.’’

The office of Kosovo Prime
Minister Hashim Thaci regret-
ted the court decision — but
Serbia welcomed it. ‘‘The gov-
ernment of the Republic of Ko-
sovo expresses regret for this
decision of the court, but it is
convinced that Mr. Haradinaj
will prove his innocence in the
partial retrial,’’ it said.

Haradinaj’s wartime com-
rades, gathered in a war vet-
erans’ association, also pro-
tested the ICTY decision,
warning of the danger of the
‘‘destabilization not only of Ko-
sovo but also of all the Bal-
kans’’ unless he is freed.

Arab jailed for rape in Israel after consensual sex with Jew
Jerusalem
AFP-JIJI

--------------------------------------------------------------

An Israeli court’s jailing on a rape charge of an
Arab man it ruled had duped a Jewish woman into
consensual sex by lying about his ethnicity
caused a stir Wednesday.

The Jerusalem District Court ‘‘has gone too
far,’’ the Haaretz daily newspaper quoted Elkana
Laist of the public defender’s office as saying.

The court sentenced Sabbar Kashur, 30, to 18
months behind bars on Monday, after finding that he
had had sex with the woman by posing as a Jewish
bachelor interested in a long-term relationship.

When the woman found out he was not a Jew, she
filed a police complaint that led to charges of rape and
indecent assault. In a plea deal, Kashur later agreed to
the charge of rape by deception, Haaretz said.

‘‘If she hadn’t thought the accuser was a

Jewish bachelor interested in a serious romantic
relationship, she would not have cooperated,’’
Judge Zvi Segal wrote in his verdict.

Kashur, who is married and has two small
children, called the verdict racist. ‘‘If I were Jewish,
they wouldn’t even have questioned me. That’s not
called rape,’’ Haaretz quoted him as saying. ‘‘She
agreed to everything that happened.’’

The newspaper noted that the Israeli High
Court set a precedent for the charge of rape by
deception in 2008 when it rejected an appeal
against a rape conviction by a man who
impersonated a Housing Ministry official,
promising women he would get them an
apartment if they slept with him.

Laist argued that the Jerusalem court went too
far in its application of that High Court ruling,
‘‘opening the door to a rape conviction every time
a person lies regarding details of his identity.’’

Ceausescu grave dug up
in search for his remains
Scientists to use DNA
to settle debate about
dictator’s burial place

Bucharest
AP

------------------------------------------

The mystery of where former
Romanian dictator Nicolae
Ceausescu and his wife, Elena,
were buried moved closer to
resolution Wednesday after fo-
rensic scientists dug up their
graves in a hunt for DNA.

Ceausescu ruled Romania
for 25 years with an iron fist
before being ousted and exe-
cuted during the 1989 anticom-
munist revolt in which more
than 1,000 people were killed.

Many Romanians have
doubted for years the Ceauses-
cus were really buried in the
Ghencea military cemetery in
west Bucharest. Still, they were
shocked by the unannounced
early morning exhumation,
part of a five-year lawsuit.

‘‘I never thought this would
happen,’’ said Ioan Mirichi, 81,
a former engineer visiting a
family grave early Wednesday.
‘‘I didn’t believe the rumors he
wasn’t buried here . . .  but I sup-
pose the family must decide.’’

Conspiracy theories have
ranged from the graves being

empty to the Ceausescus’ bodies
being spirited off by supporters
and replaced in their coffins by
anonymous victims of Europe’s
bloodiest anticommunist revolt.
By the end of the day, one theory
had been ruled out.

‘‘There weren’t empty
graves, there were bodies,’’
said Valentin Ceausescu, the
couple’s 62-year-old son. He de-
clined to participate in the ex-
humation. ‘‘We are not looking
for revenge. We just want to
find out the truth.’’

As news of the exhumation
broke, officials closed the cem-
etery. Journalists were barred
from the exhumation but an As-
sociated Press reporter was the
only one to enter the cemetery
while the operation was taking
place. A few elderly people al-
ready in the sprawling ceme-
tery were kept away from the
exhumations by guards.

A team of pathologists and
cemetery officials hoisted the
wooden caskets of Ceausescu
and his wife out of their
graves, took DNA samples
from the corpses, then rebur-
ied the coffins. The process
took over two hours.

The AP reporter saw a dirty
cloth being removed from Ceau-
sescu’s alleged remains and
what looked like a thick gray fur
hat at one end of the coffin.

Mircea Oprean, the couple’s
son-in-law who witnessed the
exhumation, said a belt worn by
Ceausescu meant it was ‘‘likely’’
the couple were buried in those
graves. Ceausescu’s alleged re-
mains were better preserved
than those of his wife, he said.

Cemetery worker Cornel
Muntean, who stood just me-
ters from the exhumation, said
that Ceausescu was dressed in
a thick gray overcoat. Officials
say it will take up to six months
to scientifically determine the
true identity of the remains.

Romanians rose up in 1989
as other communist regimes
collapsed in Eastern Europe,
a people angry and exhausted
by years of Draconian ration-
ing as Ceausescu tried to pay
off the country’s foreign debt.
Meat, cooking oil and butter
had been severely limited and
blackouts were common.

Ceausescu was also known
for the ruthless way in which he
stifled dissent. His Securitate
secret police were believed to
have 700,000 informers in the
Balkan nation of 22 million.

The dictator was toppled
Dec. 22, 1989, after trying to flee
Bucharest by helicopter but
seeing his pilot switch sides. Af-
ter a summary trial, Ceausescu
and his wife were executed by a
firing squad three days later.

Bilateral relations continue to grow
Masahiko Komura
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-EGYPT

PARLIAMENTARIANS FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE

------------------------------------------

As the chairman of the Ja-
pan-Egypt Parliamentarians
Friendship League, I would
like to extend
my heartfelt
c  o  n  g  r  a t u l a -
tions to H.E.
President Mo-
hamed Hosny
Mubarak, the
g  o v e r n m e n t
and the people
of Egypt on the occasion of
the National Day of the Arab
Republic of Egypt.

Egypt is a moderate coun-
try, with strong leadership,
that plays significant roles in
realizing peace and stability
in the Middle East and Afri-
ca, and a long-lasting and im-
portant friend as well as an
important partner of Japan.

One of the significant de-
velopments in the relations of
the two countries these days
is the Egypt-Japan Universi-
ty of Science and Technology
(E-JUST), which aims to es-
tablish a university with a
Japanese-style education
and research to satisfy the
needs of human resource de-
velopment in Egypt and Arab
and African states. E-JUST
accepted the first group of
students and the opening cer-
emony was held in June. I am
convinced that E-JUST seeks
not only to teach Japanese
science and technology but

also to give the students the
opportunities to master core
spirits of Japanese industrial
culture such as the Japanese
style of discipline and team-
work through its enrichment
programs. I sincerely hope
that E-JUST will contribute
to the further development of
exchanges between Japanese
people and not only Egyp-
tians but also the people of
Middle East and Africa in the
fields of science and technol-
ogy.

Regarding economic rela-
tions, last December the Ja-
pan-Arab Economic Forum,
which aimed to strengthen
mutual economic relations
between Japan and Arab
countries through coopera-
tion in a wide range of fields
such as trade, investment en-
ergy, technology and human
resource development, was
held in Tokyo. Around 12,000
government officials and
businessmen from Japan and
Arab countries, including
many Egyptian officials and
businessmen, attended this
forum. This forum was the
first comprehensive econom-
ic conference consisting of
the public and private sector
between Japan and Arab
countries. I hope the further
development and diversifica-
tion of trade relations will be
achieved between Japan and
Egypt through such a forum.

In March, His Eminence
Dr. Ali Gomaa, grand mufti
of Egypt, the leading figure

of Islam in Egypt, visited Ja-
pan at the invitation of the
government and made a wide
range of exchanges with gov-
ernment officials and reli-
gious societies in Japan. I
hope that this visit will bring
the enhancement of exchang-
es in the field of religion be-
tween Japan and the Islamic
world, especially Egypt.

H.E. Dr. Walid Mahmoud
Abdelnasser, ambassador of
Egypt to Japan, designated
last year as the Year of Egyp-
tian Touristic Promotion in
Japan, and many events for
promoting tourism were ar-
ranged. Moreover, the am-
bassador designates this
year as the Year of Egyptian
Media Promotion in Japan,
and he is making great ef-
forts to promote the ex-
change of media between Ja-
pan and Egypt. I would like to
express my deepest appreci-
ation for the tireless efforts
being made by the ambassa-
dor for promoting the bilater-
al relations and hope that
H.E. Abdelnasser will contin-
ue to play an active role. The
Japan-Egypt Parliamentari-
ans Friendship League and I
are determined to make our
utmost efforts to further en-
hance this excellent bilateral
relation.

Last but not least, I would
like to express my best wish-
es to H.E. President Muba-
rak and the people of Egypt
for lasting good health and
prosperity.

A new phase of strategic partnership with Japan

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Egyptian-Japanese but also
Arab-Japanese relations. He
also met with heads of Japa-
nese nongovernmental orga-
nizations (NGOs), press and
media foundations to enhance
media cooperation. I had the
honor of addressing the open-
ing session of the 26th annual
conference of the Japanese
Association of Middle Eastern
Studies in May. Egypt also

participated this month in the
Tokyo International Book
Fair.

Egypt and Japan are part-
ners in trilateral cooperation
in African and Arab countries.
E-JUST and the CARD initia-
tive to double rice production
in Africa are only two exam-
ples. There is the prospect for
further expanding this cooper-
ation.

Moreover, Egypt and Japan

coordinate on multilateral af-
fairs. Bilateral consultations
regarding both disarmament
and the United Nations issues
took place earlier this year.
Both countries pursue consul-
tations on environmental is-
sues and interculture dia-
logue. I was honored to partic-
ipate at the eighth round of
Japan Islamic Civilizational
Dialogue in Tokyo in Febru-
ary, a dialogue which I was
honored to participate at its
first round in 2002.

The above-mentioned ac-
complishments are mile-
stones in a long history of
Egyptian-Japanese interac-
tion that began 149 years ago
and has been sustained by ded-
icated efforts on both sides.
We have nurtured what we
consider to be a unique rela-
tionship and we believe that
the prospects that we both are
interested in exploring are un-
limited.

Body of evidence: A woman cries as she holds a picture of Romanian dictator Nicolae
Ceausescu at Ghencea military cemetery in Bucharest in December 1999. Forensic scientists
exhumed what may be the communist strongman’s remains Wednesday. AP

Ramush Haradinaj

Great revival: Commemorating the ancient library of Alexandria, lost in antiquity, the
Bibliotheca Alexandrina was constructed by UNESCO and the Egyptian government and was
officially inaugurated in 2002. BERTRAND GARDEL / EGYPT PHOTOLIBRARY
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