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Not laughing now: Marcelo Tas, host of a weekly TV comedy show that skewers politicians and celebrities alike, poses for a
photo in Sao Paulo on Monday. AP

Close ties bring positive results

Kozo Watanabe
HON. CHAIRMAN, THE JAPAN-AFGHAN

PARLIAMENTARY LEAGUE

---------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japanese
people and the Japan-Afghan
Parliamentary Friendship
League, I would like to present
my deepest congratulations on
the occasion of Afghanistan’s
National Day.

This year marks the 80th
anniversary of official diplomatic
relations between our nations, a
testament to our close
friendship. It is with this same
spirit of friendship that the
government of Japan has
placed such great priority on

Afghanistan’s development, as
evident in our unique
involvement in a variety of
projects touching all sectors of
society. I have witnessed with
my own eyes during my visits to
Afghanistan the many positive
results of these productive
Afghan-Japanese
collaborations.

On this occasion, I am
happy to once again voice the
dedication of our nation toward
further development and
peace and am honored to
personally play a role through
the Japan-Afghan
Parliamentary Friendship
League.

Hearing
warning
issued for
U.S. teens
Chicago
AP

------------------------------------------

A stunning number of teens
have lost a little bit of their
hearing — nearly 1 in 5 — and
the problem has increased sub-
stantially in recent years, a
new national study has found.

Some experts are urging
teenagers to turn down the vol-
ume on their digital music play-
ers, suggesting loud music
through earbuds may be to
blame — although hard evi-
dence is lacking. They say slight
hearing loss can cause prob-
lems in school and set the stage
for hearing aids in later life.

‘‘Our hope is we can encour-
age people to be careful,’’ said
the study’s senior author,
Gary Curhan of Brigham and
Women’s Hospital in Boston.

The researchers analyzed da-
ta on 12- to 19-year-old kids from
a nationwide health survey.
They compared hearing loss in
nearly 3,000 kids tested from
1988 to 1994 against nearly 1,800
kids tested over 2005 and 2006.

The prevalence of hearing
loss increased from about 15
percent to 19.5 percent.

Most of the hearing loss was
‘‘slight,’’ defined as inability to
hear at 16 to 24 decibels — or
sounds such as rustling leaves.
A teenager with slight hearing
loss might not be able to hear
water dripping or his mother
whispering ‘‘good night.’’

Extrapolating to the na-
tion’s teens, that would mean
about 6.5 million with at least
slight hearing loss.

Those with slight hearing
loss ‘‘will hear all of the vowel
sounds clearly, but might miss
some of the consonant sounds’’
such as t, k and s, Curhan said.

‘‘Although speech will be de-
tectable, it might not be fully
intelligible,’’ he said.

While the researchers didn’t
single out iPods or any other de-
vice, they found a significant in-
crease in high-frequency hear-
ing loss, which they said may
indicate that noise caused the
problems. And they cited a 2010
Australian study that linked
use of personal listening devic-
es with a 70 percent increased
risk of hearing loss in children.

‘‘I think the evidence is out
there that prolonged exposure
to loud noise is likely to be
harmful to hearing, but that
doesn’t mean kids can’t listen
to MP3 players,’’ Curhan said.

The findings appear in
Wednesday’s Journal of the
American Medical Association.

Brazil forbids election spoofing
Politicians fail to see the funny side of satire, pass antijoking legislation
Bradley Brooks
Rio de Janeiro
AP

------------------------------------------

Make no joke about it, Brazil’s
presidential election is a seri-
ous affair, sidesplitting Top 10
lists or the ‘‘Saturday Night
Live’’ cast lampooning politi-
cians left and right that charac-
terized the latest U.S. contest.

The reason? Brazilian TV
and radio broadcasters are le-
gally forbidden from making
fun of candidates ahead of the
nation’s Oct. 3 election and a
possible second-round runoff.

As the first wave of on-air po-
litical ads started Tuesday,
Brazil’s satirists were planning
to fight for their right to ridicule
with protests in Rio de Janeiro
and other cities Sunday.

They call the antijoking law
— which prohibits ridiculing
candidates in the three months
before elections — a Draconian
relic of Brazil’s dictatorship
that threatens free speech and
a blight on the reputation of
Latin America’s largest nation.

‘‘Do you know of any other
democracy in the world with
rules like this?’’ said Marcelo
Tas, the acerbic host of a
weekly TV comedy show that
skewers politicians and celeb-
rities alike. ‘‘If you want to
find a bigger joke, you would
have to look to Monty Python.’’

Proponents say the restric-
tions keep candidates from be-

ing portrayed unfairly, help en-
sure a level playing field and en-
courage candor by candidates.

Long before Jon Stewart’s
‘‘The Daily Show,’’ Tas was
working as a comedian-
turned-reporter to needle poli-
ticians near the end of Brazil’s
1964-85 dictatorship, bluntly
calling out corrupt leaders
when few others dared.

But 25 years after the return
of democracy, his current
show, ‘‘CQC,’’ is muted during

the runup to the election that
will replace center-left Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.
The 50-year-old TV host calls it
a ‘‘very particular Brazilian
type of madness.’’

Making fun of candidates on
air ahead of elections is punish-
able by fines up to $112,000 and a
broadcast-license suspension.

Only a few fines have ever
been handed out. But Tas and
others say that has been suffi-
cient to cause TV and radio
stations to self-censor their
material during elections.

The law holds that TV and
radio programs cannot ‘‘use
trickery, montages or other
features of audio or video
in any way to degrade or

ridicule a candidate, party or
coalition.’’

Because the Internet is not
licensed by the government, it
is not covered under the law.
But if a TV or radio program
were to ridicule a candidate
online, a complaint could be
judged by the supreme elec-
toral court.

Fernando Neves, a former
head of the electoral court, de-
fended the law as fair-minded.

‘‘A broadcaster cannot make

jokes that make one candidate
look bad,’’ he told the O Globo
newspaper recently. ‘‘That’s
the way it is. The law d o e s n ’ t
permit it and I think it has its
reason for being.’’

Columnist Clovis Rossi often
uses wit to dissect political can-
didates in his column in the
newspaper Folha de S. Paulo.
As a print journalist, he is ex-
empt from the law targeting TV
and radio — but he views it as a
‘‘ridiculous’’ measure designed
to ‘‘permanently castrate the
voters’ right to information.’’

‘‘I don’t think it is a threat to
the freedom of the press, I
think it is a threat to the intelli-
gence of the Brazilian people,’’
he said. ‘‘I’ve worked so many

years covering Brazilian poli-
tics that perhaps I am now
anesthetized to it. Perhaps if
you’re looking at Brazilian re-
ality from a foreigner’s point
of view, it’s a shock.’’

Without any comic relief in
sight, Brazilians are in for
weeks of deadpan news cover-
age of some quirky candidates.

Dilma Rousseff, the govern-
ing party candidate who tops all
polls, has a lumbering speaking
manner and a tough manage-
ment style that earned her the
nickname ‘‘Iron Lady.’’

Her top opponent, Jose Serra,
is widely seen by Brazilians as
utterly lacking charisma. De-
spite strong — some would say
strained — efforts to seem a reg-
ular guy, he continues to come
off as an awkward technocrat.

Tas’ advice for Brazilian pol-
iticians: Follow the path of
your U.S. counterparts, includ-
ing President Barack Obama.

‘‘The growth curve of Oba-
ma’s popularity grew after he
appeared on humor programs,’’
Tas said.

‘‘When you allow yourself to
be interviewed or confronted
with a critical opinion, like on
my program, you may take
some shots but you can show a
more human side that the voters
might like,’’ he said. ‘‘Humor is
nothing more than the exagger-
ation of reality. You can make
an observation that is a carica-
ture of reality that just may help
people think about an issue in
another light.’’

Informants may not be in danger despite U.S. claims

Are WikiLeaks risks
being overstated?
Robert Burns
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

Although the Defense Depart-
ment warns that WikiLeaks
could have blood on its hands
for publishing classified U.S.
war documents that name Af-
ghan sources, history shows
that similar disclosures have
not always led to violence.

It is difficult to find clear-cut
examples of the public expo-
sure of informants leading to
their deaths, although there are
documented cases of a deadly
ending to the secret unmasking
of foreign agents. Recall the Al-
drich Ames espionage case of
the early 1990s: The now-jailed
CIA turncoat ratted on Soviet
informants and at least nine of
them were believed executed
by the KGB.

The WikiLeaks release is un-
rivaled in its scope, but so far
there is no evidence that any Af-
ghans named in the leaked doc-
uments as defectors or infor-
mants from the Taliban insur-
gency have been harmed in
retaliation. Some private ana-
lysts, in fact, think the danger
has been overstated.

‘‘I am underwhelmed by this
argument. The Pentagon is
hyping,’’ said John Prados, a
military and intelligence histo-
rian who works for the antise-
crecy National Security Ar-
chive. He said in an interview
that relatively few names have
surfaced and it’s not clear
whether their present circum-
stances leave them in jeopardy.

Donald Gregg, a retired Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency officer
and former U.S. ambassador to
South Korea, said that the Pen-
tagon’s expressions of concern
have merit in this case. But he
also said his own experience
showed that being unmasked as
a spy is not always deadly.

‘‘I was named and publicly de-
nounced as a covert CIA officer
by East Germany in 1958, and no
one, to my knowledge, ever tried
to assassinate me,’’ he said.

The Taliban itself, however,
has said it is scouring the tens
of thousands of leaked docu-
ments — mostly raw military
intelligence reports — for
names of Afghans who sided
with the U.S. and NATO
against the insurgency. Rep.
Jane Harman, a California
Democrat, said the leak
amounted to handing the Tali-
ban an ‘‘enemies list.’’

‘‘We know the Taliban are

harsh and cruel in their treat-
ment of disfavored persons, so
it is extremely serious,’’ said
Steven Aftergood, an antisecre-
cy advocate who writes the Se-
crecy News blog. ‘‘WikiLeaks is
giving ‘leaks’ a bad name by
putting people in jeopardy.’’

Rep. Rush Holt, a Democrat
who opposes the U.S. war
strategy in Afghanistan, said
last week that some of the
leaked documents could result
in ‘‘real harm to real people’’
— particularly defectors from
the Taliban who were interro-
gated and then released.

‘‘We may presume that after
they are released from custody
they and their families could be
in danger of assassination by
other insurgents,’’ Holt wrote in
a statement Aug. 10.

In addition to any immediate
security risk to Afghans, ad-
ministration officials say the
leak undermines the credibility
of U.S. promises to protect the
identity of informants. That in
turn could hamper U.S. intelli-
gence efforts in the future.

One of the most spectacular

cases of exposing foreign
agents was Philip Agee’s 1975
book, ‘‘Inside the Company:
CIA Diary.’’

As a former CIA officer,
Agee identified in his book
more than 200 agency officers,
front companies and foreign
agents working for the U.S.
abroad. He wrote that this was
‘‘one way to neutralize the
CIA’s support to repression.’’

He is sometimes accused of
responsibility in the death of
Richard Welch, the CIA station
chief in Athens who was assas-
sinated in 1975 by a Greek ter-
rorist group. Agee and his
friends say the accusation is
groundless, noting that Welch
was not named in Agee’s book
and that Welch’s agency link
was publicly known.

His and subsequent expo-
sure of agents led Congress to
pass the Intelligence Identi-
ties Protection Act of 1982,
making it a crime to intention-
ally reveal the identity of a co-
vert intelligence officer.

Among the earliest expres-
sions of outrage at the Afghan
war leaks was from Adm.
Mike Mullen, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff. He said
he was appalled at the judg-
ment of WikiLeaks.org Web
site founder Julian Assange
and the unidentified provider
of the secret documents.

‘‘The truth is they might al-
ready have on their hands the
blood of some young soldier or
that of an Afghan family,’’ Mul-
len told a Pentagon news confer-
ence four days after the leak.

Defense Secretary Robert
Gates said the U.S. has a re-
sponsibility to ‘‘those who have
worked with and put their trust
in us in the past, who now may
be targeted for retribution.’’

The issue could be magni-
fied by an expected WikiLeaks
posting soon of thousands of
additional leaked documents.
Administration officials have
said those could be even more
compromising.

The vulnerability of locals
who work with U.S. forces —
openly or secretly — is not just
an issue in Afghanistan. A bi-
partisan group of congressmen
and senators called on the Oba-
ma administration last week to
urgently expand efforts to re-
settle Iraqis who have worked
for U.S. agencies in Iraq, even
saying an airlift should be con-
sidered. Many of the Iraqis will
be targeted for assassination
by al-Qaida in Iraq, they said.

Afghanistan national day

‘I don’t think it is a threat to the freedom of
the press, I think it is a threat to the intelligence
of the Brazilian people.’
FOLHA DE S. PAULO COLUMNIST CLOVIS ROSSI

Recent developments advance peace, bilateral relations
Dr. Bashir Mohabbat
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF AFGHANISTAN

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of Afghani-
stan’s 91st National Day I
would like to
convey, on be-
half of H.E.
President Ha-
mid Karzai and
the government
of Afghanistan,
my deepest re-
spects to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko,
and the people and govern-
ment of Japan.

Reflecting upon the year
thus far and our hopes for the
months that follow, we can ac-
curately say that 2010 has been
filled with positive progress in
Afghanistan’s continuing devel-
opment. Moreover, this year
will be remembered for reaf-
firming the strength and close-
ness of Afghan-Japanese rela-
tions and the strides made in
our national peace plan.

Relations between our na-

tions are ancient and s t o r i e d ,
dating back to at least the Silk
Road. Evidence can be found in
Afghan Buddhist and Zoroastri-
an influences within Japanese
temples and ceremonies. As in-
teractions evolved into people-
to-people exchanges, our coun-
tries grew closer and friendlier.
In 1930, representatives from
our two nations met to sign a
treaty of friendship. The impor-
tance of this relationship was
emphasized again in June when
President Karzai visited Japan
to commemorate the 80th anni-
versary of Afghan-Japanese
diplomatic relations and meet
with His Majesty the Emperor
and key officials.

Our intertwined histories
have resulted in many shared
legacies, including those of art-
istry, scholarship and toler-
ance. Furthermore, history has
shown our mutual love for
peace. Despite challenges in
the last three decades, a disrup-
tion in our peaceful history
caused by foreign elements,
since 2001 we have been making

great progress in reclaiming
and eclipsing past successes.
Our citizens’ lives are improv-
ing through numerous strides
in all sectors made possible by
our people’s dedication and re-
silience and unprecedented
support provided to us by a uni-
fied international community.

In 2010, one of our proudest
advancements has been our
progress in reclaiming total
peace. This May, 1,600 r e p r e -
sentatives from all sectors in
Afghanistan gathered at the

National Consultative Peace
Jirga to formulate a consensus
on our peace plan. This historic
meeting laid the foundations
for a framework allowing those
whom are estranged, ready to
lay down their arms, accept the
constitution, and join in the
peace process to do so with all
assurances necessary. On July
20, the plan, along with Nation-
al Priority Programs, was pre-
sented to over 70 representa-
tives of states and international
organizations at the Kabul In-

ternational Conference. The en-
dorsement of the international
community was formalized
through a joint communique
detailing shared efforts to facil-
itate greater Afghan leadership
in security and development.

Japan has been a generous,
selfless, and effective partner,
deserving of our deepest grati-
tude. The second-largest con-
tributor, Japan has pledged
roughly $7 billion for infrastruc-
ture, security, health and edu-
cation. Furthermore, Japan is
a leader in the support of Af-
ghanistan’s peace process.
H.E. Foreign Minister Katsuya
Okada further displayed Ja-
pan’s commitment at the Kabul
International Conference, de-
claring Japan would, by the end
of 2010, have made use of $1.1
billion of the $5 billion pledged

over five years in 2009, and be a
leading donor to an internation-
al fund for reintegration.

Lasting security in Afghani-
stan is dependent upon creating
legitimate opportunities for
those who wish to return to
peace to provide for their fami-
lies. Japan’s contribution will

help create conditions toward
this end. The future of interna-
tional contributions toward se-
curity, however, may lie in the
exploitation of our vast natural
resources, thereby creating a
great number of jobs. President
Karzai extended an invitation to
Japan to take part, saying:

‘‘Morally, Afghanistan should
give access as a priority to those
countries that have helped Af-
ghanistan massively. . .  . What
we have to reciprocate with is
this opportunity of mineral re-
sources.’’

Through proper investment,
Afghanistan will continue its
current progress and re-
emerge as a supplier of energy
and minerals, and as the
‘‘Asian Roundabout’’ connect-
ing the fast-expanding Asian
economy.

On this day, as international
attention once again focuses on
Afghanistan, it is our honor to
recognize Japan’s role in help-
ing to develop our nation, fos-
ter the return of peace, and im-
prove the lives of Afghans.
Considering our nation truly
fortunate to have a strong and
deep friendship with Japan, it
is my sincerest desire that this
relationship will span into the
next millenniums and beyond.

Commemoration: President Hamid Karzai meets H.M.
Emperor Akihito on June 17 at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo.

Leaders: The Kabul International Conference on July 20

Whistle-blower
site, Pirate
Party link up
Stockholm AFP-JIJI

The whistle-blower Web site
WikiLeaks will place several
new servers with the
Swedish Pirate Party, the
political party said Tuesday.

‘‘The Pirate Party will
provide bandwidth and
hosting to WikiLeaks free of
charge as part of its political
mission,’’ the group, which
campaigns for more freedom
on the Internet, said.

It said the agreement was
reached at a meeting in
Stockholm over the
weekend with WikiLeaks
founder Julian Assange.

WikiLeaks has provoked
a media tempest and the ire
of the Pentagon for
releasing 76,000 classified
U.S. documents about the
war in Afghanistan.

The Swedish Pirate Party,
created in 2006 to campaign
for more freedom on the
Internet, scored a
breakthrough in the 2009
European elections by taking
7.1 percent of the vote in the
Scandinavian country.
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