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British writer, WWII commando Micky Burn dies at 97
London
AP

------------------------------------------

Micky Burn, a British journal-
ist, novelist and World War II
commando who flirted with
fascism, embraced commu-
nism and helped save the life
of Audrey Hepburn, has died
at the age of 97.

Burn died Sept. 3 at his
home near Porthmadog in
north Wales after suffering a
stroke, his friend James Dor-
rian said Monday.

Capt. Michael Burn took
part in one of the war’s most
daring raids, an amphibious
assault on the French port of
St. Nazaire in March 1942
code-named Operation Chari-
ot. The plan was for comman-

dos to ram a destroyer into the
dock and then blow the ship
up, while the troops stormed
ashore to destroy German in-
stallations.

The raid was a success, and
a great morale-booster for
Britain, but losses were heavy
— of the 28 men under Burn’s
command, 14 were killed.
Burn was wounded but fought
on until he was captured by
German troops. Newsreel
footage showed Burn flashing
the ‘‘V for victory’’ sign as he
was led away. After the war he
was awarded the Military
Cross for his actions during
the raid.

Burn was especially proud
of his role fighting Nazi Ger-
many because as a youth —

and, he later said, ‘‘to my eter-
nal shame’’ — he had flirted
with fascism. Visiting Germa-
ny as a young journalist in the
mid-1930s, he met Hitler
through his friend Unity Mit-
ford, the Nazi-sympathizing
daughter of an aristocratic
English clan, and attended a
Nazi rally at Nuremberg. He
later recalled with embar-
rassment how he had greeted
Hitler with a Nazi salute and
told him, in German, that he
was very popular among Eng-
lish youth. Hitler gave him a
signed copy of ‘‘Mein Kampf.’’

‘ ‘He was extremely
ashamed of his own role and
the degree to which he had
been taken in,’’ said Dorrian,
who is completing a documen-

tary film about Burn’s life.
‘‘He thought Hitler was do-

ing a good job getting rid of un-
employment in Germany and
giving, in his own words, Ger-
many back its soul.’’

Burn was born into privi-
lege in 1912, the son of a royal
official, and educated at pri-
vate Winchester College. He
won a scholarship to Oxford
University but dropped out af-
ter a year to travel around Eu-
rope — staying with assorted
high-society figures, including
Alice Keppel, former mistress
of King Edward VII — before
becoming a journalist.

Strikingly good looking, he
attracted both male and fe-
male admirers. His lovers in
the 1930s included Guy Bur-

gess, a leftwing British intelli-
gence officer later revealed as
a Soviet spy. ‘‘Guy was the cat-
alyst, the man who drew him
away from fascism toward
communism,’’ Dorrian said.

‘‘We suspect Micky was be-
ing groomed by him’’ as a Rus-
sian agent, Dorrian said. ‘‘I
think the war intervened just
in time.’’

Increasingly aware of the
dark side of Nazism, Burn en-
listed in the army reserve in
1937 while working as a jour-
nalist for The Times newspa-
per, and after war broke out in
1939 joined a commando unit.

After his capture at St. Na-
zaire, Burn was sent to the
prisoner of war camp at Col-
ditz Castle in Germany, where

he was one of a small team op-
erating a secret radio. Burns
would listen to BBC news re-
ports, taking down the details
in shorthand, then brief the
other prisoners.

He also studied for an Ox-
ford degree in captivity, and
wrote a novel, published in
1946 as ‘‘Yes, Farewell.’’

‘‘It was a pivotal moment in
his life,’’ Dorrian said. ‘‘Before
that it was all castles and vil-
las and posh people. Then he
was sent to Colditz and had
time to reflect.’’

At Colditz, Burn received a
Red Cross parcel after an ac-
quaintance, Ella van Heem-
stra, recognized him from
newsreel footage of his cap-
ture.

After his release, Burn re-
turned the favor by sending
food parcels to van Heemstra in
Holland, where she and her
daughter, Audrey Hepburn,
were malnourished, reduced
like many Dutch people to mak-
ing flour from tulip bulbs. He al-
so sent cigarettes, which van
Heemstra sold on the black
market for penicillin to treat
the seriously ill Hepburn.

After the war, Burn report-
ed for The Times from East-
ern Europe before moving to
Wales, where he put his social-
ist principles into practice by
running a mussel-farming co-
operative and wrote novels,
nonfiction books, poetry and
an autobiography, ‘‘Turned
Towards the Sun.’’

Dorrian said Burn rejected
orthodox communism but
kept his leftwing views to the
end. Of all his achievements,
he was proudest of his poetry.
In 1947, Burn married Mary
Booker, who died in 1974.

A funeral is scheduled to be
held Thursday in Wales.

Clear 300 camps in three months, cops told

Memo confirms
Roma targeted
Paris
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

French President Nicolas Sar-
kozy’s government was forced
further onto the defensive
Monday over its drive to de-
port Romany Gypsies, as
more U.N. and European offi-
cials sharply criticized the
policy.

The attack from the U.N.
High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights came as France
struggled to account for a
leaked government memo
that appeared to confirm that
the Roma ethnic minority had
been singled out for expulsion.

The order, circulated to po-
lice chiefs last month in the
wake of a hardline speech by
Sarkozy, has undermined
France’s claim to be treating
cases of illegal immigration on
a purely case-by-case basis.

In particular, it has embar-
rassed Immigration Minister
Eric Besson, who last week as-
sured his European col-
leagues that Roma are treated
no differently than other EU
migrants who fail to meet
French residency criteria.

‘‘I was not aware of this cir-
cular,’’ Besson told France 2
television. ‘‘It was not ad-
dressed to me and I did not
need to know about it.’’

In Brussels, French Euro-
pean Affairs Minister Pierre
Lellouche also faced criti-
cism. ‘‘Europe is trying to put
France on trial over the way in
which a circular was written,’’
he complained, on the side-
lines of a meeting colleagues
from the other 26 member
states, denouncing Brussels’
‘‘hypocrisy.’’

‘‘France is a great sover-
eign nation. We’re not at
school here,’’ Lellouche raged.

‘‘We’re applying our own law. I
have no intention of being
treated, in the name of
France, like a little boy.’’

The controversial note,
signed by Interior Minister
Brice Hortefeux’s chief of
staff, Michel Bart, and dated
Aug. 5, was sent to police
chiefs to outline ‘‘specific ob-
jectives.’’

‘‘Three hundred camps or il-
legal settlements must be
cleared within three months,
Roma camps are a priority,’’ it
said. ‘‘It is therefore up to pre-
fects in every part of the coun-
try to undertake . .  . a system-
atic approach of dismantling
illicit camps, as a priority
those of the Roma.’’

The circular contrasts with
Besson’s statement Thursday
that ‘‘France has not taken
any measure specifically
against the Roma, (who) are
not considered as such but as
natives of the country whose
nationality they have.’’

Evidence that officials took
Sarkozy at his word and spe-
cifically targeted the Roma
rather than any or all mi-
grants living without means of
support will heighten criti-
cism from France’s interna-
tional partners.

‘‘Such measures can only
exacerbate the stigmatization
of Roma and the extreme pov-
erty and exclusion in which
they live,’’ U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights Navi
Pillay told the U.N. Human
Rights Council on Monday.

‘‘The often stereotyping and
discriminatory rhetoric by of-
ficials and media when refer-
ring to the Roma in Europe is
also an issue of great con-
cern,’’ she added, in what is on-
ly the latest jab at France
from U.N. experts.

L’Oreal probe
sparks row
over freedom
Terrorism laws
used to study
source of leak:
French police

Paris
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

French police confirmed Mon-
day that a senior official has
been implicated in a leak in-
vestigation, as a furious row
erupted over an alleged attack
on press freedom by President
Nicolas Sarkozy.

France’s most celebrated
newspaper, Le Monde, ac-
cused Sarkozy’s office of or-
dering an illegal probe into its
reporting of the L’Oreal affair,
a complex and long-running
inquiry into an alleged party
funding scandal

Sarkozy’s office firmly de-
nied it had ordered police in-
telligence officers to trace the
source of the leak to the paper,
but France’s national police
chief confirmed an official had
been accused of releasing re-
stricted information.

Frederic Pechenard called
it a ‘‘legitimate investigation
of the origin of leaks’’ carried
out under the auspices of the
domestic intelligence ser-
vice’s ‘‘mission to protect the
security of institutions.’’

The police chief said he had
evidence that a ministerial
aide had leaked information
and that this had been passed
to prosecutors.

The leak probe is only the
latest episode in an increas-
ingly complex case surround-
ing France’s richest woman,
L’Oreal heiress Liliane Bet-
tencourt, who has been linked
to alleged illegal funding of
Sarkozy’s campaign.

Earlier, in a front-page edi-
torial, Le Monde accused the
Elysee Palace of trying to sti-
fle reporting of the L’Oreal
case and of breaking a law de-
signed to protect whistle-
blowers who leak information
to the press.

‘‘The Elysee totally denies
the accusations by Le Monde
and the presidency adds that it
never gave any instructions to
any service at all,’’ the Elysee
said in a brief statement.

The daily said it had lodged
a legal complaint after being
told by police sources that in-
telligence officers studied the
phone records of a Justice
Ministry official to discover if
he had leaked sensitive infor-
mation.

Scenting a new opportunity
to embarrass Sarkozy, Euro-
pean Parliament member
and former prosecutor Eva
Joly of the Europe Ecologie
coalition branded the affair
‘‘Sarkogate’’ and opposition
lawmakers demanded that
the government answer ques-
tions in Parliament.

Green deputy Noel Mamere
predicted that Sarkozy’s al-
leged attempt to restrain a
free press will become a ‘‘new
scandal of state.’’

‘‘It’s proof that when power
is exercised without restraint,
it drives you mad and be-

comes a poison,’’ he said, ac-
cusing Sarkozy of ‘‘pathetic
narcissism.’’

In July, Le Monde published
a front-page account including
leaked details of the police
questioning of Bettencourt’s
financial adviser, Patrice de
Maistre.

According to Monday’s re-
port, the Elysee was annoyed
confidential details of the inter-
rogation had been leaked and
ordered police to investigate.

‘‘The counterespionage ser-
vice was used to find the

source of one of our report-
ers,’’ Le Monde’s news direc-
tor, Sylvie Kauffmann, wrote
i  n a front-page article head-
lined: ‘‘The Elysee broke the
law on protecting press
sources.’’

The paper accused the gov-
ernment of seeking to silence
reports on the L’Oreal affair,
which has damaged Labor
Minister Eric Woerth — Sar-
kozy’s former fundraiser —
who stands accused of conflict
of interest.

It emerged in the July re-

port, which Le Monde wrote
based on hitherto private tes-
timony to police, that de
Maistre had spoken to
Woerth about being awarded
the Legion of Honor — which
Woerth at that point had
denied.

Woerth denies any wrong-
doing, but has since admitted
that he did write a letter en-
dorsing de Maistre — who
employed Woerth’s wife to
help him manage Betten-
court’s ¤17 billion ($22 bil-
lion) fortune.

Bettencourt, the 87-year-old
heiress of the L’Oreal sham-
poo and cosmetics empire, has
been accused by former staff
of making large, illegal dona-
tions through Woerth to Sar-
kozy’s successful 2007 presi-
dential campaign.

Sarkozy and Woerth deny
this, but Woerth has stepped
down as treasurer of the ma-
jority UMP party to avoid ac-
cusations of conflict of inter-
est, while his wife has re-
signed from de Maistre’s
accounting firm.

Finishing touch: Employees of TV channel Canal Plus prepare a new rubber puppet of Labor Minister Eric Woerth for the cameras in
La Plaine Saint Denis, a Paris suburb, during a recording of the ‘‘Les Guignols de l’Info’’ (‘‘News Puppets’’) show on Monday. AFP-JIJI

Micky Burn

Agriculture, especially coffee, remains growth factor
On Sept. 15, 1821, Guatemala
gained its independence from
Spain after two centuries of
colonial rule.

Located in the center of the
Americas, sharing borders
with Mexico, Belize, Hondu-
ras, El Salvador and the Pacif-

ic and Atlantic oceans, Guate-
mala has a diverse climate,
with cool highlands and fertile
coastal plains along with a
tropical jungle in the northern
lowlands. Within the Central
American nation’s 109,000-sq.-
km land area there live 14 mil-

lion people who come from dif-
ferent backgrounds, including
22 ethnic groups of Mayan In-
dians each speaking a differ-
ent Amerindian languages.

Once there flourished the
impressive Maya civilization
and many precious sites re-

main throughout the country.
Today, Guatemala is a con-

stitutional democratic repub-
lic. In 2007, new voting legisla-
tion reform was agreed upon,
which helped usher in a new
era of healthy democracy. The
implementation doubled the
number of voting places,
which resulted in higher voter
turnout in rural areas.

In recent years, Guatema-
la’s economy has been thriv-
ing. After signing a final peace
accord in December 1996,
Guatemala became well-posi-
tioned for rapid economic
growth.

Agriculture is particularly
important in Guatemala’s
economy, which contributes
13.4 percent to Guatemala’s
gross domestic product
(GDP) and accounts for 26
percent of its exports. On top
of winter vegetables, fruit and
cut flowers, commodities such
as sugar and coffee continue to
represent a large share of the
export market. Among them,
Guatemala’s coffee enjoys a
world-class reputation.

For over 150 years, Guate-

mala has distinguished itself
by producing some of the best
coffee in the world. There are
over 65,000 coffee growers in
Guatemala, of which 95 per-
cent are small growers. All
coffee is handpicked and an
abundance of fresh water per-
mits the coffee to be wet
milled. The altitude and diver-
sity of Guatemala’s microcli-
mates produce a unique coffee
experience.

In recent years, coffee has
become a commodity signifi-
cant to Guatemala not only for
its strong sales but also for its
greater social ramifications.
The World Coffee Conference
was held in Guatemala City
from Feb. 26 to 28 this year, or-
ganized by the Guatemalan
National Coffee Association,
also known as ANACAFE, in
collaboration with the Interna-
tional Coffee Organization
(ICO). The conference show-
cased exceptional coffee from
eight coffee-producing regions
in Guatemala: Traditional Ati-
tilan, Acatenango Valley, Anti-
gua Coffee, Fraijanes Plateau,
New Oriente, rain forest Coban

and Volcanic San Marcos.
Each of the eight regions has a
unique personality forged
from the combination of dis-
tinct natural and human ele-
ments. Varied microclimates,
volcanic soils, consistent rain-
fall patterns and high altitudes
predestine Guatemala for
growing fine quality coffee.
Coffee is not grown in isola-
tion; it is a thread woven into
the cultural and natural con-
text of each region.

When grown under shade,
coffee is wonderfully friendly
to the environment: 95 percent
of Guatemala’s coffee is
shade-grown. The country’s
coffee and some 38 million
shade trees comprise the larg-
est artificial forest in Central
America, covering 260,000
hectares. This forest nourish-
es the soil, protects the water-
shed and dramatically reduc-
es erosion.

Shade-grown coffee is also
strategically important to the
bird population of the Ameri-
cas. The U.S. Smithsonian In-
stitute has documented that
Guatemala’s coffee forest

plays a critical role in provid-
ing natural habitats along the
migratory corridor especially
for songbirds.

The theme for the 2010
World Coffee Conference was
‘‘Coffee for the future: Toward
a sustainable coffee sector.’’

Great hopes and visions about
coffee were voiced, particu-
larly in regard to environmen-
tal and social sustainability.
-------------------------------

With information provided by the
Embassy of Guatemala.
---------------------------------------
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