
The Japan Times PUBDATE: 10/3/20010 PAGE: 5 C M Y K OUTPUT TIME: 16:16:37

10/3/1910 / / PT SUP/PG 5/ED 1

(3) THE JAPAN TIMES SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2010 5

German unity day

A united Germany comes of age
Dr. Volker Stanzel
AMBASSADOR OF GERMANY

------------------------------------------

In Japan, 20 years mark the
time span by which a person
reaches maturity. Thus, the
20th anniversa-
ry of the day of
German Unity,
which we cele-
brate this Oct.
3, is an oppor-
tunity to reas-
sess whether
the newly uni-
fied Germany during these 20
years since Oct. 3, 1990, has
‘‘grown up,’’ to look both back
and into the future. Recent
polls indicate that today Ger-
mans both in the East and in
the West feel that unification
has benefited them and that
former Chancellor Helmut
Kohl’s prediction of ‘‘blos-
soming pastures’’ has come
true. But what is the larger
picture of German unifica-

tion, and what about its im-
pact beyond Germany’s bor-
ders? Let me try to provide
some answers.

B Unification, in the year
2010, is irrevocable. The path
from 1990 onward has been
arduous and has hit many
snags on its way, more than
most Germans predicted in
1990. Today, in the year 2010,
the percentage both among
German politicians and of the
German population at large
that would prefer to see a di-
vided Germany re-estab-
lished has become marginal.
Debates on proper policies
will continue to be lively,
sometimes passionate and
sometimes even acrimoni-
ous. But there will be no turn-
ing back of the clock.
B The gap between the re-
gions that used to be East and
West Germany is filling up.
Again, this process was not as

smooth as most Germans
were hoping back in 1990. And
yet there is no doubt that we
are heading in the right direc-
tion: In 1991, the gross domes-
tic product per capita in the
East was only 33.5 percent
that of West Germany. Today,
it has reached 73 percent. The
burden of unemployment,
which has stifled economic
and social development in
East Germany for too long,
has at last successfully been
tackled and has come down at
a steady and reassuring pace
over the last five years. At
11.6 percent it is still far too
high for comfort, but by mid-
2010 it has reached its lowest
level in the past 20 years. Re-
gional differences of less dra-
matic proportions will re-
main, but these were there be-
fore and always considered to
be natural.
B  One of the brightest spots is
infrastructure. Germany as a

whole has made a colossal ef-
fort to bridge the gap that had
by 1990 opened due to 40 years
of negligence toward social
capital. Today, East Germa-
ny boasts the best roads and
the fastest railways of Ger-
many, the fastest fiber-cable
Internet connections, one of
the most sophisticated air
cargo terminals in the world
as well as a vast array of
state-of-the-art hospitals,
schools and universities.
B Looking abroad: Unified
Germany has found its place
in Europe and the world. Eu-
ropean unification has picked
up in a spectacular manner
after 1990 and as a matter of
fact the two processes cannot
be thought of separately.
Germany knows that for its
prosperity and its stability an
ever-closer union of the Euro-
pean nations is indispens-
able. To this end, Germany
and its citizens have continu-
ously dedicated an exception-
al amount of energy and re-
sources, and they will not fail
to do so in the future.

In a rapidly globalizing
world, the opportunities that
Germany has to pursue as
well as the challenges it has to
tackle go beyond the boundar-
ies of Europe. In this respect,
the instances in which Ger-
man concerns coincide with
Japanese ones are fast in-
creasing in number. We have
experienced this in our com-
mon fight against global
warming, where we closely
cooperated for the formula-
tion of the Kyoto Protocol, and
jointly tried to achieve more
in Copenhagen — sadly, to no
avail. We are equally commit-
ted to nuclear nonprolifera-
tion and disarmament. Ger-
many, welcoming the initia-
tive of Japan and Australia
for a Cross-Regional Group on

Nonproliferation and Disar-
mament, only recently has
confirmed its support for the
group and its willingness to
host its next meeting. Other
challenges we are jointly fac-
ing and cooperating on are the
fight against global terror-
ism, the stabilization of the in-
ternational finance system
and the efforts to achieve the
Millennium Development
Goals proclaimed by the Unit-
ed Nations.

The spirit of mutual trust
and cooperation under which
these numerous joint efforts
unfold would have been un-
thinkable without the broad
basis of common understand-
ing fostered through the dedi-
cation and the passion of

countless initiatives and coop-
eration between the civil soci-
eties on both sides. These close
contacts started as early as
1861, when Prussia, Germa-
ny’s predecessor, and Japan,
established diplomatic rela-
tions, and very fast evolved in-
to a broad movement encom-
passing all walks of society in
both countries. With the ad-
vent of modern transport and
information technology, con-
tacts again gained dramati-
cally in momentum. There are
now more than 50 bilateral
friendship societies in each
country as well as a large and
manifold number of individual
societies and informal cooper-
ations that cover all subjects
from school exchanges to

sporting events, from music to
manga, from philosophy to cu-
linary exploits.

Germany and Japan, there-
fore, have decided to dedicate
a special event series to this ex-
traordinary effort by so many
German and Japanese citi-
zens. Under the title ‘‘150 Years
of German-Japanese Friend-
ship,’’ a series of events will be
held in both countries in order
to present to the larger public
the many facets of the coopera-
tion and exchange between the
two nations and their people. In
order to reach out to the youn-
ger generation, the kickoff in
Japan will be held in less than
two weeks at the German
School of Tokyo Yokohama, on
Oct. 16. The program for this

event, as well as a list of the
other upcoming events, can be
found at www.dj150.jp .

Japan and the Japanese peo-
ple have been staunch support-
ers and close friends of Germa-
ny throughout the postwar pe-
riod. Japan’s support for
German unification was unwa-
vering. When the grand goal
was achieved 20 years ago, the
Japanese people celebrated
with us, and their joy was spon-
taneous and authentic. In its
year of coming of age, unified
Germany is therefore all the
more keenly looking forward
to the opportunity of a series of
German-Japanese events
where joint achievements can
be celebrated and future initia-
tives designed.

Two decades: A ceremony on Nov. 9, 2009, in front of Brandenburg Gate celebrates 20 years since the fall of the Berlin Wall.
BUNDESREGIERUNG / KÖ HLER

Euro mark: The European Central Bank, which administers the monetary policy of the
countries that use the euro, is headquartered in Frankfurt. AUSWA ¨ RTIGES AMT
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German unity day

A song of joy 20 years after unity
Raimund Wö rdemann
DIRECTOR GENERAL, GOETHE-INSTITUT

JAPAN (GERMAN CULTURE INSTITUTE)

------------------------------------------

‘‘Aren’t you getting bored, in a
way,’’ I was recently asked by
a smart young Japanese
painter, ‘‘of cel-
ebrating Ger-
man unity over
a n d  o v e r
again? After
five years, af-
ter 10 years,
fair enough
that’s under-
standable, then 15, 20 years.
Do the Germans have a soft
spot for any five-year magic-
number symbolism? Or do
Germans just like to party?’’

I decided not to tell her that
we had just started to prepare

for the 25th anniversary of the
fall of the Berlin Wall in 2014,
and merely murmured some-
thing like, ‘‘I agree about the
last bit,’’ because Germany
has indeed changed, like a
room that is pervaded by fresh
air and friendly sunlight, and
it really does like to celebrate
in style.

The ‘‘Ode to Joy,’’ written by
Friedrich Schiller and set to
music by Ludwig van Beetho-
ven, which had been per-
formed in Berlin as the ‘‘song
of freedom’’ on Christmas Eve
in 1989, only weeks after the
demolition of the wall had be-
gun, has proven to be the ideal
hymn of the European Union,
reacting upon Germany’s new
self-definition as a liberated
and now free country. For the

rest of the world, Germany
has become the ‘‘friend from
Europe.’’ In this sense, espe-
cially regarding all those
Eastern European countries
who, driven by strong cultural
forces and intellectuals, also
swept away the iron-fisted ide-
ologies and domineering pow-
ers that had suppressed them
for decades, 1990 marked the
beginning of the new rise of
Europe.

Whereas in 2000, a decade
after bringing together the
two Germanys, opinion was
still divided, complaining
about the ‘‘Wall in our heads,’’
we can now speak of a Europe-
an Germany that has estab-
lished a common identity and
its place in the world.

Culture has played an enor-

mous part during this process
of liberation and reunifica-
tion. It is never easy to predict
when exactly a politically sub-
versive working culture may
turn out to become construc-
tive in terms of challenging
political changes or even be-
coming the motor of systemic
reform. With its most stunning
and logic-defying characteris-
tics, it can intervene and alter
the course of history, intended
or otherwise, and always be-
comes part of the process
wherein it seeks to define it-
self.

Meanwhile, former pieces
of the Wall, massive symbols
of division and lack of free-
dom, are treated as pieces of
art, to be found in public
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Technology holds key in future ties
Manfred Hoffmann
DELEGATE OF GERMAN INDUSTRY AND

COMMERCE IN JAPAN

------------------------------------------

As two of the leading industrial
nations worldwide, Japan and
Germany share many similar
c h a l l e n  g  e  s  .
Shrinking popu-
lations, re-
source depletion
and climate
change are is-
sues that no
country can
deal with com-
pletely on its own. Adapting to
the rapidly changing global
business world in light of the
rising power of newly emerging
economies is another common
challenge.

In both countries, technology
and innovation have been iden-
tified as crucial elements to se-
cure future competitiveness. At
first glance, German and Japa-
nese companies are competi-
tors on the world market, but in
a host of situations they can al-
so be complementary partners.
Many German companies from
the chemical, automotive, elec-
tronic, machinery and service
sectors are active in Japan and
have become indispensable
partners to Japanese industry.
With their proven expertise in
the fields of security, health
care, environmental technolo-
gy and material development,
they are valuable and sought-
after partners by Japanese
companies. Small and medi-
um-size companies, which
form the backbone of Germa-
ny’s industry, have also much
to offer as their niche solutions
often give the answer to very
specific industry problems.

The faster technology chang-
es, the more complex it be-
comes to keep up with the latest
developments. In order to en-
sure scientific advancement,
finding the right partners and
facilitating international ex-
change between experts from
both industry and research in-
stitutions is more essential than
ever. This is the aim of the new

German Research and Innova-
tion Forum Tokyo (www.dwih-
tokyo.jp), which will be official-
ly launched on Oct. 6. Set up on
the initiative of the German
Foreign Office and the Ministry
of Education and Research, the
German Research and Innova-
tion Forum will represent Ger-
man research organizations
and innovative companies in a
concerted effort, thereby
strengthening scientific and
economic cooperation with
Japanese partners.

Two fields of special interest
for cooperation between Japan
and Germany, in which both
countries are taking the tech-
nological lead worldwide, can
be found in next-generation
mobility and smart-energy so-
lutions. For many years Ger-
many has been a global leader
in the generation of renewable
energy. Wind and solar energy
production is increasing annu-
ally to meet the ambitious goal
of 50 percent of Germany’s en-
ergy needs by renewable
sources by 2050.

With such a large proportion
of renewable energy in the grid,
one of the greatest tasks is to
develop storage solutions that
match electricity supply and
demand. At the same time,
there is a growing demand for

clean-energy solutions that pro-
vide silent, emissions-free
transportation. With this back-
ground, German engineers, sci-
entists, business leaders and
government officials are work-
ing cohesively on the next gen-
eration of mobility solutions.

The German government’s
target of 1 million electric cars
on the roads by 2020 is a testa-
ment to the enormous market
potential for energy-efficient
mobility. While the global mar-
ket is expected to grow by 29
percent annually through 2020,
German automotive engineers
are hard at work improving the
energy efficiency of internal
combustion engines, develop-
ing alternative drive technolo-
gies, and adapting lightweight
materials and electronics.

In order to meet the ambi-
tious goal of reducing emis-
sions by 270 million tons of car-
bon dioxide by 2020, Germany
has recognized that a shift to re-
newable energy generation
alone is not enough. Smart-en-
ergy concepts are also neces-
sary to better manage, store
and conserve energy. Germany
is the key player in Europe for
the emerging energy storage
devices and fuel cells market,
as well as efficient energy man-
agement systems such as

smart grids. Currently, storage
in Germany is at 7 GW, while
this figure is expected to qua-
druple by 2025. Germany is
helping set the standards in
these fast-growing segments,
with German research insti-
tutes, suppliers, system devel-
opers and energy companies
working in close partnership.

Japanese investors eager to
know more about the latest de-
velopments in smart energy
and mobility solutions can visit
the sixth Japan-Germany In-
dustry Forum to be held on
Nov. 18 in Tokyo. The event, or-
ganized annually by Germany
Trade & Invest, the foreign
trade and inward investment
promotion agency of the Feder-
al Republic of Germany, will
bring together leading industry
specialists, scientific experts
and business professionals
from both countries.

As Japan and Germany cel-
ebrate 150 years of friendship,
the similarities both countries
share make them logical part-
ners in solving many of the
challenges of the future. If both
countries combine their specif-
ic strengths, cooperation in the
fields of mobility and smart-
energy solutions can be key
drivers for the deepening of
their relations.

Irreversible: The fall of the Berlin Wall starts on Nov. 9, 1989, paving the way for German reunification. BUNDESREGIERUNG / LEHNARTZ

Smart: Wind turbines help Germany meet energy needs. GERMAN INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE



The Japan Times PUBDATE: 10/3/20010 PAGE: 7 C M Y K OUTPUT TIME: 16:19:47

10/3/1910 / / PT SUP/PG 7/ED 1

(3) THE JAPAN TIMES SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2010 7

German unity day

German-Japanese relations approach 150th year
In 2011, Germany and Japan
celebrate 150 years of diplo-
matic relations featuring an
extensive calendar of events
and high-ranking political vis-
ibility.

In the fall of 1860, the Prus-
sian East Asian Expedition
landed in Edo, present-day To-
kyo, and on Jan. 24, 1861, the
Treaty of Amity, Commerce
and Navigation was concluded
with Japan, marking the be-
ginning of our long and friend-
ly relations. Having experi-
enced ups and downs in our
history, today both countries
count among the leading eco-
nomic nations in the world. We
are important partners in the
fields of economy, science,
politics and culture, and share
common values and interests.

Keeping our eyes on the fu-
ture, our goal is to build upon
the old and tested ties and to
kindle the interest of the young
generation for the respective
other country. We want young
people to not only consider
their neighboring countries
but to recognize the value of
our intercontinental friend-
ship and cooperation. New
media, bridging the Eurasian
continent with one mouse
click, will assist us in this en-
deavor. We need to improve on
what we are offering the
young generation.

Culture, economy and civil
society are the three pillars of
our anniversary year activi-
ties. In Japan, steering coun-
cils have been established at
the German Embassy and the
Consulate General in Osaka-
Kobe. The Embassy of Japan
in Germany established a
similar structure and infor-

mation is exchanged on a reg-
ular basis.

In Tokyo, business and in-
dustry are represented by the
German Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry in Japan
as well as by individual com-
panies that have an interest in
benefiting from the anniversa-
ry for their own events. The
cultural activities are coordi-
nated by the Goethe-Institut
Tokyo. The German Embassy
concentrates on the numerous
academic institutions, city
partnerships as well as Japa-
nese-German friendship asso-
ciations and provides the over-
all framework. One important
element serving as a link to all
parties involved is a common
website (www.dj150.jp ) with
the aim of creating a joint ref-
erence platform.

On Oct. 16, we will kickoff
events at the German School
of Tokyo Yokohama with a fes-
tival for several thousand peo-
ple. High-ranking visitors and
substantial interest by the me-
dia are expected. Planning for
large-scale events such as a
rock music festival and a fes-
tive event for 10,000 people or
more at the highly modern
Osanbashi pier in Yokohama
2011 is under way. Together
with these, an impressive ar-
ray of events organized by cul-
tural institutions, German and
Japanese companies and their
organizations, as well as the
Japanese-German friendship
societies and numerous civil
society organizations will
greatly enhance the impact of
the effort.

Whether bringing back the
glow of the pearls of the past or
taking innovative initiatives

for the future, we would be
happy if you could share your
ideas on the bonds between
Germany and Japan with us
by sending them to:
150Jahre@tokyo.diplo.de

Our joint efforts will help to
acknowledge what has been
achieved in both countries and
at the same time, to show the
exciting opportunities for co-
operation that lie ahead of us.
Come and join in!

Culture of friendship binds nation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

spaces and museums all over
the world, cultural landmarks
for the transformative power
of culture and arts.

During the first 10 years af-
ter unification, politicians and
society had to find a way to
fuse Western and Eastern
Germany on a political, eco-
nomic and cultural level,
which was a rather difficult
task. While in the East a cer-
tain nostalgia for the GDR
(German Democratic Repub-
lic) emerged, with people be-
moaning the loss of positive
aspects of life in their ‘‘old
country,’’ parts of the West
started accusing the less de-
veloped part of being a threat
to Germany’s economic suc-
cess and wealth. There was an
understandable revival of
East German culture, new fes-
tivals found their way to bring
together those people who had
experienced the GDR not just
as a system of injustice, but al-
so as a home, with a plethora
of good or memorable things
that shaped them. A lot of for-
mer GDR brands have proven
remarkably economically
successful; TV shows and se-
ries have been revived
(dressed in contemporary out-
fits); and newspapers and
magazines do their bit to keep
a positive, sometimes defiant
zeitgeist alive in the genera-

tions that grew up before 1989,
stressing that ‘‘there was
more than only dictatorship.’’

A very important point in
forming German identity has
been the growth of the ‘‘Gener-
ation Einheit,’’ in other words
the first generation of young
Germans born after reunifica-
tion. Now reaching the age of
20, they are the ones who will
define the unified German so-
ciety. Asking these young peo-
ple how they see Germany af-
ter 20 years of reunification,
they do recognize it as one
country, without differentia-
tion between East and West.
Despite growing up in a period
of adaptation, raised by par-
ents who had experienced a
major historic change, they do
not perpetuate prejudices but
grow up to live together. They
have grown up into a genera-
tion of tolerance and freedom,
knowing what to appreciate
about Germany. Over 56 per-
cent of German students spent
more than 6 months abroad,
most of them determined to
find out for themselves what
they see as the most important
thing about living in Germa-
ny. What most defines this
young generation is not where
they come from, but where
they are going — and the large
number of ways they have of
constructing their lives. It is
perhaps in this regard that

they represent the main
achievement of German re-
unification: They have the lib-
erty to choose to do whatever
they wish, living in a free
country that offers them a
wide range of possible options.

Nevertheless, the division
of Germany is an important
period in history that greatly
influences modern German
society. Even young people
have heard about the two
countries, the prejudices and
experiences that they know
from their parents and
through films. They also
know about their different
backgrounds from talking
with friends at school and lat-
er university. On the one
hand, there are families with
members spread all over the
country due to reunification,
mainly through the phenome-
non of East German families
relocating to the West. On the
other hand, there are fami-
lies who have been living in
the same town for years and
see new people arriving as in-
truders.

Since in the former East
Germany entire towns have
been reconstructed and re-
gions have been given a com-
pletely new industrial and
residential face (although
not becoming overcrowded),
parts of the West are now also
increasingly adopting a more

demanding tone about re-
ceiving regenerative invest-
ment as well. Meanwhile, the
visible cultural differences in
Germany can no longer be
seen as related to the history
of East and West. Germany
and its cultural landscape
has always been one with
strong variety in regional ac-
cents, customs and dialects.
Remember the old quarrel
between ‘‘Prussians’’ and
‘‘Bavarians’’? Now the East-
ern ‘‘Lä nder’’ (states) and
areas have begun to inter-
mingle in an often charming
and idiosyncratic way, which
has revived discussions
about regional pride and
achievements.

Not only the regions, but also
the cities have shown that they
were able to redefine them-
selves on the basis of their
strong cultural history and
contemporary art scenes. Ber-
lin, the cradle of German uni-
ty. Or Dresden, darling of the
new German bourgeoisie. Or

even the two European Capi-
tals of Culture, Weimar (1999)
and Essen-Ruhr (2010). Ger-
many offers a cultural depth
and richness that is a great
source of pride to the modern
country, and rightly so. This
view has recently been taken
by more and more artists,
leading to exponential growth
of German-language bands in
the last few years. Music and
sports are now seen as ways of
identifying with their country,
and Germany celebrated the
‘‘Summer’s tale’’ of the men’s
soccer World Cup in 2006 with
the famous slogan ‘‘A time to
make friends.’’

This is the new Germany, a
strong cultural power of
friendship. And friendship is
worth celebrating each and
every day. Luckily there is an-
other friendship to be com-
memorated in the year after
the 20th anniversary of Ger-
man Reunification: the 150th
anniversary of Japanese-Ger-
man relations in 2011, starting

with a preliminary celebra-
tion on Oct. 16 at the German
School of Tokyo Yokohama.
There are certainly many
Odes to Joy to be sung.

Main events for 2010-2011

B 2010
Opening Event Oct. 16, noon-6 p.m., German School of Tokyo
Yokohama, 2-4-1 Chigasaki-Minami, Tsuzuki-ku, Yokohama.
www.dsty.ac.jp

Exhibition — ‘‘Otto Dick: Kritische Grafik 1920-1924’’
Nov. 13-Dec. 19, Itami City Museum of Art, Hyogo

B 2011
Exhibition — ‘‘300 Years of Meissen: From the Collection of
Meissen Art, Meissen Manufactory’’
Jan. 8-March 6, Suntory Museum of Art, Tokyo
April 16-June 12, Matsumoto Museum of Art, Nagano
Sept. 10-Nov. 27, The Museum of Ceramic Art, Hyogo
April 2012-July 2012, The Museum of Oriental Ceramics, Osaka

German Rock Festival (August)

German Festival (October), Osanbashi Pier, Yokohama

Opening Ceremony of Goethe-Institut Villa Kamogawa
(autumn), Kyoto

For more information, visit www.dj150.jp

‘‘SMS Arcona of the ‘Prussian Expedition to the Far East’ arrives in Japan’’ (1860) Karl von Eisendecher BONN UNIVERSITY, TRAUTZ COLLECTION

Festival: The opening event of the 150 Years of German-Japanese Friendship celebration will
take place at the German School of Tokyo Yokohama on Oct. 16. DSTY/WELS

Time to remember: An image commemorates 20 years since
the fall of the Berlin Wall. DPA-BILDFUNK
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