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Hutu rebel
arrested in
Paris for
war crimes

Kinshasa
AP

------------------------------------------

A leader of an ethnic Hutu reb-
el group with links to the 1994
Rwandan genocide was ar-
rested Monday in France for
alleged war crimes commit-
ted in the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo, the International
Criminal Court said.

Callixte Mbarushimana,
executive secretary of the
Democratic Forces for the
Liberation of Rwanda
(FDLR), was taken into custo-
dy at his home in Paris by
French authorities Monday,
Pascal Turlan, the court’s in-
ternational cooperation advis-
er, said by telephone.

The rebel leader is accused
of ‘‘general attacks against the
civilian population, including
a series of massacres’’ com-
mitted by the FDLR in eastern
Congo last year, Turlan said.

Hutu rebels first fled to east-
ern Congo after the Rwandan
genocide, in which 800,000 eth-
nic-Tutsis and moderate Hutus
were killed in a 100-day massa-
cre. They formed a succession
of rebel groups, including t h e
FDLR, and preyed upon the
Congolese population.

The Congolese Army is
tracking down the remaining
FDLR rebels in an operation
supported by U.N. peacekeep-
ers in eastern Congo.

‘‘It’s an important blow, not a
fatal blow, but an important
blow against the FDLR,’’ said
Maj. Sylvain Ekenge, spokes-
man for the Congolese Army op-
erations against the rebels.
‘‘This is what we’ve all been ask-
ing for, because they’re a for-
eign force and they get financ-
ing from foreign countries.’’

West, U.N. ‘sought to stifle
probes of Congo massacres’
Michelle Faul
Musekera Congo
AP

------------------------------------------

The mass graves are hidden in
the darkening shade of a hard-
to-reach banana plantation,
high up a mountain above the
cloud line, at the end of a
treacherous dirt track slippery
with mud and animal dung.

Those who survived say
they did not go to the meeting
called by Rwandan soldiers.

The Congolese Hutu peasants
who did were brought out of the
thatched-roof meeting house
two by two, to be bludgeoned to
death with their own hoes, picks
and axes. Some 300 villagers
died that morning of Oct. 20,
1996, according to the local Ob-
servation Center for Human
Rights and Social Assistance.

The story of the 1994 geno-
cide of more than a half million
Tutsis slaughtered by Hutus in
Rwanda has been told in the
world’s press, in books and in
movies such as ‘‘Hotel Rwan-
da.’’ But the subsequent
slaughter of Hutus in neighbor-
ing Congo is little known, and
its perpetrators never have
been brought to justice. The
discovery of mass graves
prompted investigations that
led to a controversial U.N. re-
port published Oct. 1, which ac-
cuses invading Rwandan
troops of killing tens of thou-
sands of Hutus in 1996 and 1997.

‘‘There are many, many such
mass graves. We’ve identified
30 just in this Rutshuru district,
but our research indicates that
this was the first massacre
committed by Rwandan
troops,’’ the center’s coordina-
tor, Herve Nsabimana, said be-
side the banana trees.

Many victims told their
wives to take the youngest

children and hide in the fields.
Today, Musekera is a village
of widows. The only man over
50 was at a nearby health cen-
ter during the massacre.

Matata Ihigihugo has rela-
tives in three mass graves:
Her husband and two sons in
the one reserved for males, a
sister in the women’s grave,
and her 8-year-old daughter in
the one where children’s small
bodies were buried.

‘‘They killed all my people. I
have no life left,’’ said Ihigihu-
go, who thinks she is 40 but
looks many years older.

It was the Rwandan Tutsi
soldiers, led by President Paul
Kagame, who as rebels ended

Rwanda’s 1994 genocide. But
they now are accused of venge-
ful massacres of Hutus when
they took the war into Congo.

Roberto Garreton, a Chil-
ean lawyer who for eight years
was the U.N. special rappor-
teur in Congo, said that his
first report detailing massa-
cres by Kagame’s troops in-
volved Hutus killed in Rwanda
in 1994. He said the United Na-
tions suppressed that report,
apparently because of embar-
rassment and guilt that it did
nothing to stop the genocide.
The United Nations initially
denied the existence of the re-
port, which later was leaked.

After the Tutsi rebels tri-
umphed and took over Rwan-
da’s government, Kagame be-
came vice president and de-
fense minister. He sent troops
into Congo in 1996 — although

he denied it at the time — in an
invasion that led to the ouster
of Congo’s longtime dictator,
Mobutu Sese Seko.

U.N. reports in 1997 and
1998, including one by Garre-
ton, blamed a coalition of Con-
golese rebel forces that Kaga-
me later admitted were com-
manded by Rwandan officers
for massacres of Hutus, and
said they were on a scale to
suggest a possible genocide.
At the time, U.N. Secretary
General Kofi Annan respond-
ed by asking Congo and Rwan-
da to investigate the allega-
tions — basically to investi-
gate themselves.

The evidence later became

too big to sweep under the car-
pet. In 2005, U.N. peacekeep-
ers uncovered mass graves in
eastern Congo of hundreds of
civilians believed to have been
executed by Rwandan sol-
diers. The discovery prompt-
ed renewed investigations
that culminated in the latest
U.N. report, which said the
killings in Congo were so sys-
tematic that a court could con-
sider it genocide.

The report recommends that
those responsible be punished
but doesn’t name names. Congo
has said it is willing to establish
a transnational court to punish
those responsible. After
months of denials that Rwan-
dan troops were in Congo, Ka-
game took ownership of the in-
vasion, admitting he had
planned and ordered it. Among
officers commanding the coali-

tion forces was Joseph Kabila,
now president of Congo.

Kagame, whose reputation
is pegged to the moral high
ground of having stopped
Rwanda’s Hutu-led genocide
while U.N. peacekeepers and
the international community
did nothing, tried to get the lat-
est report quashed by threat-
ening to withdraw Rwandan
troops from U.N. peacekeep-
ing operations in several coun-
tries, including the command-
er of the forces in Darfur, Su-
dan. The report was published
with some language moderat-
ed, but the reference to possi-
ble genocide remained. Its
publication was delayed to in-
clude lengthy rebuttals from
Rwanda and Congo.

Rwandan Foreign Minister
Louise Mushikiwabo called
the report ‘‘an attempt to re-
write history’’ and ‘‘flawed
and dangerous.’’

Kagame has succeeded in
the past in stifling similar accu-
sations.

‘‘The question now is the
same question there was then:
Is there the political will to
identify the killers and bring
them to justice?’’ asked Reed
Brody, a former deputy U.N.
investigator who helped write
the 1998 report.

Human rights activists s a y
Kagame’s allies in the U.S. and
British governments, which
pour aid into Rwanda and have
used it as a platform to dilute
French influence in the region,
don’t want him investigated.
Many fear digging further
could destabilize the already
volatile Central African region.

Kagame has said his inva-
sion of Congo was aimed at
dismantling massive refugee
camps that sheltered both
Rwandan Hutu refugees and

perpetrators of the genocide.
At the time, reporters docu-
mented how the camps were
being militarized by genocide
perpetrators who used them
as launchpads for cross-bor-
der raids into Rwanda.

Many times, Kagame urged
the United Nations to separate
the armed men from the refu-
gees and dismantle the
camps. Kagame has said that
in 1996 he warned the United
States and the U.N. that if they
would not do it, he would.

A 1997 Human Rights Watch

report that sought to identify
commanders of the massacres
said James Kabarebe, who be-
came Rwanda’s defense minis-
ter in April, was the most senior
Rwandan officer in Congo dur-
ing the invasion. Messages left
at Rwanda’s Ministry of De-
fense got no response to re-
quests for a comment.

Brody said his own investiga-
tion in 1997 and 1998 was ob-
structed by Congo’s govern-
ment and by the U.S. Embassy
in Kinshasa, Congo’s capital.

‘‘We were asking the U.S.

for information, for satellite
photos we knew existed of the
refugee camps. We never got a
thing,’’ he said. Requests for
interviews about the role the
U.S. military and its diplo-
mats played during Rwanda’s
invasion of Congo all were re-
ferred to the U.S. State De-
partment, which did not re-
spond to questions. U.S. Am-
bassador to the U.N. Susan
Rice, who was assistant secre-
tary of state for African af-
fairs from 1997, refused a re-
quest for an interview.

Valuable deal: Kiyoshi Asako (left), charge d’affaires a.i. of
Japan in Jordan, and Jordan Atomic Energy Commission
Chairman Khaled Toukan sign an agreement on peaceful
nuclear energy cooperation in Amman on Sept. 10. KYODO

Second genocide: A Hutu refugee begs for his life as soldiers, identified as Rwandan Tutsis, punch
and jab him with a machete in May 1997, 47 km south of Kisangani, eastern Congo, then Zaire. AP

Many victims told their wives to take the youngest
children and hide in the fields. Today, Musekera
is a village of widows. The only man over 50 was
at a nearby health center during the massacre.

Jordanian prime minister’s visit

Jordan’s future plans are ripe for investment
Demiye Haddad
AMBASSADOR OF JORDAN

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the visit to
Japan of H.E. Samir Rifai, the
prime minister and minister
of defense of the
H  a  s h e m i t e
Kingdom of
Jordan, it gives
me great plea-
sure to be
granted this op-
portunity to
convey our sin-
cerest wishes to Their Imperi-
al Majesties Emperor Akihito
and Empress Michiko, and to
the great friendly people and
government of Japan for con-
tinued peace, progress and
prosperity.

On Oct. 12, H.E. Rifai started
a three-day visit to Tokyo ac-
companied by five ministers
and other high-ranking officials
in an endeavor to further en-
hance our unique ties, and build
on the momentum created by
the Royal Visit of His Majesty
King Abdullah II Ibn Al-Hus-
sein to Japan last April.

During the visit, H.E. Rifai is
scheduled to meet H.E. Naoto
Kan, the prime minister, H.E.
Takahiro Yokomichi, the
speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, H.E. Seiji Maehara,
minister for foreign affairs,
H.E. Akihiro Ohata, minister of
economy, trade and industry,

and many high-ranking offi-
cials and leaders of Japanese
companies. Issues such as me-
ga-projects, economic coopera-
tion, and the role Japan plays in
the Middle East to advance the
causes of peace, stability, and
moderation will be among the
highlights.

This visit reflects the
strength and importance we
attach to our bilateral rela-
tions, and our determination
to see them grow further and
stronger. We deeply appreci-
ate how Japan has been sup-
porting and continues to sup-
port the economic develop-
ment policies of Jordan.
Japan’s assistance touches
most Jordanians and covers
many important fields and
areas. The Japanese experts
and volunteers, to whom our
special gratitude goes,
worked and are working with
their Jordanian partners to
aid these efforts. And we
should not forget that both
countries are currently work-
ing hand in hand to bring
brighter hope to the lives of
many in the region.

From the first day His Maj-
esty the King assumed consti-
tutional powers in 1999, Jor-
dan witnessed a high-paced
transformation in all aspects
of life. His Majesty’s vision,
initiatives and personal in-
volvement guided the develop-

ment process that lifted Jor-
dan to where it is now. Today,
we find ourselves advancing
rapidly through the achieve-
ments and opportunities Jor-
dan presents and the gate-
ways we offer to the rest of the
region. Our firm stability and
security continue despite what
the region witnessed during
the past 11 years, presenting
Jordan as a calm and modern
oasis full of potential, where
justice, human rights, free-
dom and democracy have a
permanent address, and
where dedication, hard work
and optimism enabled this
small country to achieve re-
markable results in many
fields such as becoming an ed-
ucation and medical center in
the Middle East.

During that period, the
average personal income of
Jordanians has more than
doubled, our international rat-
ings have firmly progressed,
and our investment laws and
regulations have evolved
steadily to address the needs
and requirements of foreign
investors. These and many
other achievements lead to
capital inflow reaching excep-
tional levels, thus reflecting

the trust, confidence and the
attractive opportunities those
investors have seen in Jordan.

Our future plans are highly
bullish. Just to mention a few,
we are planning to transfer
Jordan from a country that
imports 96 percent of its ener-
gy needs to an energy export-
ing country in the coming two
to three decades. This energy
will mainly be generated from
renewable and zero-emissions
sources like solar, wind and
peaceful nuclear plants pow-
ered by Jordan’s wealth of
uranium. In addition to that,
we have key water projects,
especially ‘‘the Red Sea-Dead
Sea water conveyor’’ designed
to save one of the world’s heri-
tages and natural wonders,
the Dead Sea, from extinction
and help ease the fresh water
shortage problem in Jordan
and neighboring countries.
Our plans also address devel-
oping Jordan’s railways and
road networks to better con-
nect the Middle East with
parts of Asia and Europe, uti-
lizing Jordan’s capacities in
software and information
technologies to cover the re-
gion, and to expand our inter-
nationally reputed pharma-

ceutical sector through join-
ing forces with other leading
international companies.

H.E. Rifai’s visit brings
along many messages, one in
particular to the Japanese pri-
vate sector, of our willingness
to work together to widen their
participation in our upcoming
projects. These projects are
not only economically feasi-
ble, but their benefits will
reach beyond the boarders of
Jordan to others in the region,
and will serve the causes of
peace and stability and pro-
vide additional basis for a
more sustainable develop-
ment, one that will create jobs
and increase hope for a better
future, the fruits of which will
benefit Japan and the region.

I want to conclude by thank-
ing The Japan Times for al-
lowing me to use this forum to
share my thoughts with their
distinguished readers, and to
wish our two sides successful
and productive discussions,
confident that these great ef-
forts will create additional pil-
lars to build on, serving the re-
markable partnership that
bonds our two countries and
peoples.

Thank you.

A brief overview of the prime minister’s career

Samir Rifai was born in Amman in 1966, the son of
former Prime Minister Zaid al-Rifai and grandson of
former Prime Minister Samir al-Rifai.

Samir Rifai studied at Harvard University,
receiving a bachelor’s degree in Middle East
Studies in 1988. He further studied at Cambridge
University and obtained his master’s degree in
International Relations in 1989.

Samir Rifai began his career at the Royal
Hashemite Court (RHC) in 1988, where he served in
several departments, including the office of His
Royal Highness the Crown Prince. In 1999, Rifai

was appointed as secretary general of the RHC, and
was credited with implementing major
administrative and financial restructuring of the RHC
during his tenure. Rifai also led the Press Office and
Communications Department of His Majesty King
Abdullah II. In 2003, he was promoted to the position
of minister of the RHC to act as the main link
between His Majesty the King and the government.
In April 2005, Rifai was appointed adviser to His
Majesty the King, a position that he held until he
accepted the position of CEO of Jordan Dubai
Capital (JD Capital) in October 2005.

In addition to serving as chairman of several
prominent companies, Rifai was a board member of
a number of academic institutions, committees and
organizations, such as King’s Academy and Talal
Abu Ghazaleh Academy. As part of his
well-established career, Rifai assumed
responsibilities on several official governmental
committees and entities, including serving as
chairman of the Royal Committee for promoting
investments; chairman of the Amman Message
Preparatory Committee; member of the Committee
on Interfaith; member of the Higher Steering
Committee for the Peace Process; vice chairman of
the Board of the King Hussein Automobile Museum;
and member of the Board of the King Abdullah
Award for Excellence and Transparency in the
Public Sector.

Rifai has been decorated with the Grand Cordon
of the Order of Al-Kawkab Al Urduni, the Grand
Cordon of the Order of Al-Istiqlal (Independence),
along with several foreign decorations.

On Dec. 9, 2009, His Majesty the King appointed
Rifai as Prime Minister of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan.

Prime Minister of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan Samir Rifai
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