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‘North Korea ally’ Palin returns fire, calls Obama gaffe-prone, too

Washington
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

U.S. conservative standard-
bearer Sarah Palin has ac-
cused critics of unfairly sin-
gling her out after a slip of the
tongue reignited debate over
her grasp of world affairs.

After mistakenly urging ra-
dio listeners to ‘‘stand with our
North Korean allies,’’ the for-
mer Alaska governor and vice
presidential candidate, who
looks increasingly likely to
run for the White House in
2012, protested that President
Barack Obama had gotten
away with similar gaffes.

‘‘(The media) couldn’t re-

sist the temptation to turn a
simple one word slip-of-the-
tongue of mine into a major
political headline,’’ Palin
wrote on her Facebook page
late Thursday.

In a satirical ‘‘Thanksgiving
Message to All 57 States’’ Palin
cobbled together several Oba-
ma gaffes and linked to You-
Tube clips of them.

During a campaign stop in
Oregon on May 9, 2008, Obama
said: ‘‘I’ve now been in 57
states, I think one left to go,’’
when he meant to say 47.

Another of the gaffes oc-
curred on May 26, 2009, when
Obama said the U.S. Constitu-
tion had been ‘‘put to paper

more than 20 centuries ago’’
during his announcement of
the nomination of Sonia Soto-
mayor to the Supreme Court.

‘‘If you can’t remember
hearing about them, that’s be-
cause for the most part the
media didn’t consider them
newsworthy,’’ Palin said.

Always divisive and some-
times meandering in her
speech, Palin has staked her
popularity on conservative
views and an unorthodox ap-
proach to politics.

But her disregard for the
usual verbosity and pomp of
Washington has led some crit-
ics to portray her as unfit for
the Oval Office.

As a vice presidential candi-
date in 2008, Palin was partic-
ularly criticized for her al-
leged lack of knowledge on key
world issues.

In the Facebook posting
Palin tried to beef up her for-
eign policy credentials, claim-
ing she was often ‘‘ahead of the
curve’’ on issues relating to the
Korean Peninsula.

‘‘The one-word slip oc-
curred yesterday during one
of my seven back-to-back in-
terviews wherein I was privi-
leged to speak to the American
public about the important,
world-changing issues before
us. I corrected myself seconds
after my slip-of-the-tongue.’’

Sinn Fein wins poll;
Cowen against wall
Irish austerity
outcry triggers
call for election

Dublin
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Debt-laden Ireland’s embat-
tled government suffered a
heavy defeat Friday in a key
by-election, cutting its al-
ready slim parliamentary ma-
jority as it battles to finalize
an international bailout.

The big reverse for Prime
Minister Brian Cowen’s Fian-
na Fail party in Donegal,
northwest Ireland, raised the
pressure on his beleaguered
FF/Green coalition to call im-
mediate general elections as
their majority fell to two.

Meanwhile, European
Union heavyweights Germa-
ny and France urged a rapid
conclusion to talks on assis-
tance for Ireland worth ¤85
billion ($114 billion), with a
possible announcement Sun-
day.

The socialist Sinn Fein par-
ty won the Donegal constituen-
cy, previously a Fianna Fail
stronghold.

Opposition parties said the
government had no mandate
to push through its Draconian
set of measures to reduce the
massive deficit of the one-time
‘‘Celtic Tiger’’ economy.

Ireland’s austerity plan and
a budget on Dec. 7 are crucial
steps to show its fellow mem-
bers in the 16-nation eurozone
that it is putting its finances in
order.

But Cowen has refused to go
to the polls until lawmakers
have passed the budget, which
is unlikely until January.

Sinn Fein President Gerry
Adams said the Donegal poll
showed voters were set
against Cowen’s plans. ‘‘The
government should postpone
the budget and call an imme-
diate general election,’’ he
said.

Labour Party leader Ea-
mon Gilmore said the Fianna
Fail vote had collapsed and
Cowen’s party faced ‘‘political
wipeout’’ in the general elec-
tion.

‘‘The Donegal result again
shows that Fianna Fail has
neither the political mandate
nor the moral authority to
make the crucial decisions the
country now faces,’’ he said.

Deputy Prime Minister
Mary Coughlan admitted:
‘‘When it comes to a general
election, yes, we are going to
have a tough fight. It is a very
difficult time.’’

The government was also
preparing for tens of thou-
sands of demonstrators to
take to the streets of Dublin on
Saturday to protest the auster-
ity measures.

‘‘People need to show there
is an alternative. It is impor-
tant they show how they feel
about a plan that will increase
unemployment,’’ Macdara
Doyle, spokesman for the
Irish Congress of Trade
Unions, said.

The austerity plan an-
nounced Wednesday will cut
the minimum wage and slash
25,000 public-sector jobs, as
Ireland strives to bring its def-
icit back under 3 percent of
gross domestic product from
its current level of 32 percent.

Jack O’Connor, president of
SIPTU, Ireland’s biggest
union, said fears that the dem-
onstration could become vio-
lent would not prevent its
members from turning out.

‘‘There’s an attempt at

scaremongering to dissuade
people from participating, but
I’m not worried about vio-
lence,’’ he said.

Meanwhile, German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel and
French President Nicolas Sar-
kozy united to push forward
the talks on the Irish bailout
amid fears of contagion
spreading throughout the
eurozone.

The two leaders spoke
Thursday and ‘‘agreed that ne-
gotiations with the Irish gov-
ernment must be rapidly con-
cluded,’’ Merkel’s press office
said.

Sources in Brussels said the
bailout talks would wrap up
Sunday, probably in order to
make an announcement be-
fore markets opened Monday.

The Irish Times newspaper
reported that officials in-
volved in the bailout were ex-
amining how senior bondhold-
ers could be compelled to pay
some of the cost of rescuing
Ireland’s debt-ridden banks.

But international interven-
tion to help Ireland has failed
to shore up the euro.

The growing fears of conta-
gion spreading to Portugal
and the far larger Spanish
economy caused the euro to
slip to a two-month low
against the dollar at $1.3201,
although it recovered slightly
later Friday.

President gets 12 stitches after game

Basketball hit
cuts Obama lip
Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

In the basketball presidency,
it was bound to happen.

In a Friday morning pickup
game, President Barack Oba-
ma was accidentally elbowed
by one of his fellow players,
forcing him to get 12 stitches in
his lip, the White House said.
Obama received the stitches
under local anesthesia in the
doctor’s office on the ground
floor of the White House after
he returned home from the
game at Fort McNair, a mili-
tary base where he often
plays.

The White House at first did
not identify the person who
went up for a shot and elbowed
Obama, who was playing de-
fense. But later Friday, ad-
ministration officials released
a statement from Rey Decere-
ga, the director of programs
for the Congressional Hispan-
ic Caucus Institute, who in-
jured Obama in the last of five
five-on-five games.

‘‘I learned today the presi-
dent is both a tough competi-
tor and a good sport. I enjoyed
playing basketball with him
this morning,’’ Decerega said.
‘‘I’m sure he’ll be back out on
the court again soon.’’

Administration aides did
not a provide a full list of the
president’s fellow players, but
they said they included Decer-
ega; Reggie Love, Obama’s

personal assistant and a for-
mer forward at Duke Univer-
sity; Education Secretary and
former Harvard University
player Arne Duncan, and
Avery Robinson, Obama’s
nephew.

It was the first time that it is
publicly known that Obama
was injured in his almost two
years in the White House, on or
off the court. But the injury
was the latest sign of how Oba-
ma has brought round ball into
the center of presidential rec-
reation, in a break from his
two most recent predecessors.

He has attended George-
town University, Washington
Wizards and Washington Mys-
tics basketball games.

In an interview on ABC
News that aired Friday, Oba-
ma gave a detailed descrip-
tion of the recent struggles of
the Miami Heat, which signed
LeBron James and Chris Bosh
over the summer to join
Dwayne Wade to create what
was expected to be a dominant
team. The team has eight wins
and seven losses.

‘‘No matter how good a play-
er is, no matter how good a
group of players are, if they
haven’t played together be-
fore, they are not going to be
as good as a team that has
played together a long time,’’
he said.

Bill Clinton, while a well-
known fan of the Arkansas Ra-
zorbacks college basketball

team, was a jogger, while
George W. Bush could outrun
his much younger aides before
his knees forced him to start
mountain biking in the middle
of his presidency.

All three men played golf,

and Obama has hit the links
regularly, even as Republi-
cans regularly criticize him
for it. But he has turned his
hoops sessions into a highly
coveted Washington invita-
tion.

The injury is unlikely to
keep Obama from playing
more hoops, even though a
dozen stitches on the lip are
not ideal for a man whose rise
to the White House was aided
by impressive speaking skills.

H.E. President of Mauritania
Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz

Mauritania national day

Light reading: Sarah Palin
signs her book ‘‘America by
Heart’’ at a store in Phoenix
on Tuesday. AP

Seafood factory: One of the major domains of Japan’s
cooperation, the fishery is a key sector of Mauritanian
economy. AKEMI SHIGA

Nation’s future is bright on 50th Independence Day
Yahya Ngam
AMBASSADOR OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC

OF MAURITANIA

------------------------------------------

On the 50th anniversary of our
national independence, I
would like to convey, on behalf
of H.E. Presi-
dent of the Is-
lamic Republic
of Mauritania-
Mohamed Ould
Abdel Aziz, my
deepest re-
spects to Their
Majesties Em-
peror Akihito and Empress
Michiko, as well as to all mem-
bers of the distinguished Im-
perial Family of Japan.

It is also for me a welcome
opportunity to express to the
government and people of Ja-
pan the friendship and pro-
found gratitude of the gov-
ernment and people of Mauri-
tania.

I further wish to convey my
sincere gratitude to the edi-
tors of The Japan Times for
giving me the opportunity to
address their readers.

After the successful presi-
dential election of July 18,
2009, that allowed Mauritania
to recover its political stabili-
ty and to focus its efforts on
development issues, the
country is moving progres-
sively toward a bright future.

Today, our constitutional
institutions are functioning
normally and the role of the
opposition is guaranteed
within the traditional demo-
cratic process.

Since the inauguration of

H.E. Mohamed Ould Abdel
Aziz as president of the re-
public on Aug. 5, 2009, Mauri-
tania has achieved resolute
progress toward good gover-
nance by fighting relentless-
ly against the chaos and nep-
otism that has long been af-
fecting the efficiency of our
administration. Further-
more, the president has stat-
ed firmly his determination
to fight against terrorism and
the drug trafficking phenom-
enon that have been recur-
rent here and there recently
in the Sahel region.

On the economic level and
within the context of the in-
ternational economic crisis,
the improvement of our peo-
ple’s living conditions is a
central priority that has al-
ready led to the implementa-
tion of important programs
to fight poverty by providing
universal access to essential
services.

In this regard, the Mauri-
tanian government has
launched many infrastruc-
ture projects to build paved
roads, hospitals, schools, etc.
Furthermore, tremendous
efforts have been made to
bring clean water and elec-
tricity to every single house-
hold.

The accelerated repatria-
tion of our fellow citizens who
had taken refuge in Senegal
and Mali, combined with a
consensual resolution of the
humanitarian issues, con-
tribute to the further
strengthening of national uni-
ty and social cohesion.

Given its highly strategic
geographical position at the
crossroads of North and sub-
Saharan Africa, as well as its
important potential in terms
of mining and fishing re-
sources, Mauritania offers
nowadays expanding invest-
ment opportunities thanks to
the launch of oil exploitation
in 2006, which added to many
other prospects that are go-
ing on in the Taoudeni Bas,
but also some huge discover-
ies in rare metals such as
gold.

The Doing Business pro-
gram recently adopted in
conjunction with the World
Bank shall lead to a better
business environment and
enhance the visibility of in-
vestment opportunities in our
country.

In the tourism area, four
cities (Chinguetti, Ouadane,
Oualata and Tichitt) are reg-
istered as UNESCO World
Heritage sites, and the Banc

d’Arguin National Park is an-
other registered site and Af-
rica’s largest protected mari-
time zone. Mauritania offers
tourists a rich and diverse
panorama that can be en-
joyed in absolute tranquilli-
ty.

By joining the Barcelona
process and becoming a foun-
ding member of the Mediter-
ranean Union, Mauritania’s
involvement in the Mediter-
ranean sphere is strengthen-
ing its presence in an era of
prosperity that favors both
growth and investment.

Our country stands reso-
lutely committed toward eco-
nomic liberalism and the re-
alization, within the given
time, of the Millennium De-
velopment Goals through the
implementation of an appro-
priate strategy to combat
poverty and illiteracy.

Its action in this field is
stimulated by the assistance
of friendly nations such as Ja-
pan, which remains one of the
main contributors to public
development aid in Maurita-
nia, as well as its main com-
mercial partner in the fishing
sector.

The recent successful or-
ganization in June of the
Round Table at Brussels be-
tween Mauritania’s govern-
ment and its development
partners resulted in the deci-
sion to mobilize about $3.2 bil-
lion to the country’s develop-
ment program in the coming
three years. This has been a
priceless push toward more
political, social and econom-

ic stability as well.
The opening of the Japa-

nese Embassy in Nouakchott
at the end of 2009 has been
greatly saluted by both the
Mauritanian government
and the people. This has
worked tremendously to fur-
ther the reinforcement of our

bilateral relations.
Known for its commitment

to the virtues of peace and tol-
erance, Mauritania greatly
appreciates the values of
peace, consensus, friendship
and human prosperity that
constitute the basis of Ja-
pan’s international role.

Among other things, our
country welcomes Japan’s
global leadership for over a
decade in favor of African de-
velopment through the TI-
CAD (Tokyo International
Conference on African Devel-
opment) process, whose
fourth summit held in 2008 in
Yokohama resulted in impor-
tant measures that will
greatly enhance the develop-
ment level of African coun-
tries.

I would not finish without
extending my heartfelt con-
gratulations to Japan and the
Japanese government for
their bright success in lead-
ing the historical internation-
al agreement on biodiversity
at the recently ended MOP5-
COP10 Nagoya conference. I
am convinced that Maurita-
nia can count on Japan’s con-
tinued support and friendship
as we continue our nation-
building effort.

Shillelagh-wielders?: Sinn Fein candidate Pearce Doherty
(center) celebrates with Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams and
other party colleagues Friday after winning a by-election in
Donegal, which usually votes for Fianna Fail. AP

Left in stitches: President Barack Obama holds what appears to be a bit of gauze as he walks
back to his vehicle after playing a private game of basketball at Fort McNair in Washington on
Friday. AP
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