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Bangladesh prime minister’s visit

Long history of bilateral relations
Bangladesh and Japan enjoy
centuries-old ties since the in-
troduction of Buddhism to Ja-
pan in the sixth century. The
relations were renewed early
in the last century when Ra-
bindranath Tagore, a Ben-
gali Nobel laureate in litera-
ture, visited Japan several
times. Through his friend-
ship with Tenshin Okakura, a
distinguished Japanese fine
arts scholar; and Taikan Yo-
koyama, a Japanese master
of painting; the three were
profoundly affected and in-
fluenced by one another’s
work.

The people of Japan
strongly supported our war of
liberation and the late law-
maker Takashi Hayakawa
played a leading role. His
ashes are preserved in Ban-
gladesh according to his

wish.
Japan recognized the Peo-

ple’s Republic of Bangladesh
on Feb. 10, 1972, soon after its
independence. The founda-
tion of the bilateral relations
was laid by the historic visit
of our Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman to Japan in Oc-
tober 1973. As a mark of great
friendship and support, the
then Crown Prince Akihito,
now His Imperial Majesty the
Emperor of Japan, visited
Bangladesh in February
1975.

Warm, friendly ties have
steadily grown between our
two peoples since then,
through economic and tech-
nical cooperation, cultural
exchanges and mutual visits.
Japan is the largest bilateral
development partner for

Bangladesh, extending sig-
nificant support to Bangla-
desh’s economic and social
development. Educational
exchanges have been a
strong component of the bi-
lateral economic coopera-
tion. Every year, more than a
hundred students from Ban-
gladesh receive Japanese
Government Scholarships to
study in Japan. So far a total
of about 3,000 students from
Bangladesh have been to Ja-
pan under the scholarship
program.

Up to the present time, our
two countries have not only
enjoyed very cordial rela-
tions but also developed
bonds of mutual understand-
ing and friendship. Mutual
support and cooperation in
the international arena have
also produced excellent re-

sults and deepened trust be-
tween the two governments.
The year 2012 will be the 40th
anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations
between Japan and Bangla-
desh, which both countries
would like to celebrate in a
befitting manner.

Our bilateral relationship
also extends to trade and in-
vestment. Japan has been
one of the important trading
and investment partners of
Bangladesh, but the level
falls behind the excellent
overall relations we have be-
tween us. However, the two-
way trade has recently
moved to $1.377 billion al-
though the trade balance is
heavily in favor of Japan.
The investment quantum has
also shown very encouraging
signs, as major Japanese
firms like NTT DoCoMo,
KDDI, Itochu, YKK, Marube-
ni, Uniqlo, Mitsubishi and
other Japanese businesses
have in the last two years
moved to Bangladesh to open
their operations. The Bank of
Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ has
also decided to open a branch
in Bangladesh, possibly ex-
pediting Japanese business-
es in Bangladesh.

Japan has contributed sig-
nificantly to the overall de-
velopment of Bangladesh. It
has provided a wide range of
assistance to the priority sec-
tors of Bangladesh in various
forms, such as loans, grants,
technical assistance, devel-
opment studies and dispatch-
ing volunteer experts. Japan
is our single largest bilateral
development partner. Since
1972, Bangladesh has re-
ceived a total commitment of
$8.567 billion in the form of
project aid, commodity aid
and food aid from Japan.

The government of Japan
extends assistance to a wide
range of areas, such as, pow-
er, roads, bridges, telecom-
munications, agriculture,
health, education, water sup-
ply, sanitation, rural devel-

opment, environment protec-
tion, human resource devel-
opment, disaster manage-
ment and other priority sec-
tors of our government.

Agreement on technical
cooperation between Japan
and Bangladesh was signed
in 2002 for the promotion of bi-
lateral technical coopera-
tion. Japan has been provid-
ing significant technical as-
sistance for different
projects in Bangladesh, in-
cluding grant aid support for
human resource develop-
ment through the Japan In-
ternational Cooperation
Agency (JICA) in the priority
sectors — education, envi-
ronment, health and disaster
management, agriculture
and rural development, pow-
er and transportation — over
the last two decades.

As of today, more than
4,722 trainees from Bangla-
desh have received training
from Japan while Bangla-
desh has received 1,089 Japa-
nese experts.

Bangladesh has also re-
ceived Debt Relief Grant As-
sistance (DRGA), a mecha-
nism through which Bangla-
desh used to receive back the
amount it pays to Japan in

the form of debt servicing.
The following are some im-

portant projects that have
been placed before Japan for
its assistance or consider-
ation:
1. Construction of Padma
Bridge: The Padma Multi-
purpose Bridge Project is
now the No. 1 priority project
for Bangladesh. JICA did the
feasibility study for the pro-
ject on the basis of JICA fact-
finding missions. The revised
cost estimate of the project
now stands at $2.912 billion.
At the request of Bangla-
desh’s government, the gov-
ernment of Japan has agreed
to co-finance the project.
Considering the commitment
of the present government to
complete the bridge by De-
cember 2013, Japan has indi-
cated its willingness to par-
ticipate as a co-financier.
2. Construction of sub-
way/monorail for Dhaka City
public transportation: The
government of Japan and
JICA have included Dhaka
City Transportation Develop-
ment in their Rolling Plan of
2009/10;
3. Human resource develop-
ment;
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Economic ties lead to mutual continued growth

Taro Aso
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-BANGLADESH

PARLIAMENTARIANS’ LEAGUE

----------------------------------------

On behalf of the
Japan-Bangladesh
Parliamentarians’ League, I
would like to
express my
heartfelt
greetings to the
Prime Minister
of Bangladesh
Sheikh Hasina
on the occasion
of her official
working visit to Japan.

Ever since Bangladesh’s
independence in 1971, Japan
has been a close friend, building
good bilateral relations with the
country. In recent years, the two
nations, both situated in Asia and
sharing the values of democracy,
are working in intensive
cooperation in order to tackle
some global issues.

Bangladesh’s mesmerizing
economic growth is such that it
has achieved annual growth

rates of 6 percent over the past
six years and has been included
as one of the ‘‘Next Eleven’’
countries that are to follow the
economic growth of the BRIC
(Brazil, Russia, India, China)
group. In recent years, many
Japanese companies have been
highly interested in Bangladesh
and more are entering the
country’s market. With its
abundant and skilled labor force,
Bangladesh is a very attractive
country for the Japanese
economy, both as a center for
production and a potential
market. By establishing stronger
economic ties between the two
nations, both Japan and
Bangladesh may well be on the
road to continued economic
growth.

In addition to such rises in
economic exchange and stronger
cooperation between the two
countries, it is also important to
make note of some of the
interactions and dialogue
occurring from the view of a
Japanese Diet member.

Bangladesh conducted a general
election on Dec. 29, 2008, and
two of our Diet members were
dispatched to ensure that proper
protocol was followed so that the
election would be conducted
freely and fairly.

As a result, the Awami
League won by a landslide, and
Sheikh Hasina was inaugurated
as prime minister. As this is her
second time in office as prime
minister, Sheikh Hasina has
exerted herself for Bangladesh
to achieve economic growth and
poverty reduction with her
strong belief and leadership. It is
my sincere hope that
Bangladesh prospers under the
leadership of Sheikh Hasina.

Lastly, the
Japan-Bangladesh
Parliamentarians’ League
sincerely hopes that this visit will
provide for more interpersonal
exchanges including at the
parliament-member level, and
that friendly relationships
between the two countries
deepen even further.

Visit will help partners
strengthen key bonds
The Prime Minister of the
People’s Republic of Bangla-
desh Sheikh Hasina is on an
official visit to Japan until
Dec. 1 to strengthen the
friendly relations between
Japan and Bangladesh.

The prime minister flew in-
to Tokyo on Nov. 28, accompa-
nied by a high-level delega-
tion. On Nov. 29, Prime Minis-
ter Hasina is scheduled to
have a meeting with her Japa-
nese counterpart, Naoto Kan.
On Dec. 1, Prime Minister Ha-
sina will be received in audi-
ence by Emperor Akihito.

She will also meet the Ja-
pan-Bangladesh Parliamen-
tarians’ League, attend a
business seminar at Tokyo
Kaikan and a Bangladesh
community reception. The
prime minister will also lay
the foundation stone of the
new embassy complex of
Bangladesh.

For Hasina, this trip
marks her second visit to Ja-
pan as prime minister, fol-
lowing an official visit in
1997. During her stay in Ja-
pan, she will also visit Osaka
and Hiroshima.

Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina

Leadership: Prime Minister Hasina speaks at the National
Assembly building, Jatiyo Sangsad Bhaban, in June in
Dhaka. EMBASSY OF BANGLADESH
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U.S. slams WikiLeaks release

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

actions, the officials said.
It was not immediately

clear what other offers, if any,
Assange’s letter contained.

An independent French
website owni.fr reported that
the leaks would be published
simultaneously Sunday by
several Western newspapers.

The same website previous-
ly launched an interface al-
lowing the public to search the
Iraq war logs published by
WikiLeaks in October.

It said The New York Times,
Britain’s The Guardian, Ger-
many’s Der Spiegel, Spain’s El
Pais and France’s Le Monde
would release their first analy-
sis of the documents late Sun-
day, with leaks expected to
trickle out before then.

The website said Der Spie-
gel had published online the
number of documents Satur-
day for a few minutes before
removing them, saying the re-
lease would include 251,287
diplomatic cables, including
16,652 marked ‘‘secret.’’

WikiLeaks has not specified
the documents’ contents or
when they would be put online,
but a Pentagon spokesman
said officials were expecting a
release early this week.

WikiLeaks has said there
would be ‘‘seven times’’ as

many secret documents as the
400,000 Iraq war logs released
last month.

The top U.S. military com-
mander, Adm. Mike Mullen,
urged WikiLeaks to stop its
‘‘extremely dangerous’’ re-
lease of documents, according
to a transcript of a CNN inter-
view set to air Sunday.

Russia’s respected Kom-
mersant newspaper has said
the documents include U.S.
diplomats’ conversations with
Russian politicians and ‘‘un-
flattering’’ assessments of
some of them.

Turkish media said they in-
cluded papers suggesting that
Ankara helped al-Qaida mili-
tants in Iraq and that the United
States helped Iraq-based Kurd-
ish rebels fighting against Tur-
key — potentially explosive rev-
elations for the two allies.

Australia on Saturday con-
demned the whistle-blower
website, saying the ‘‘reckless’’
disclosure could endanger in-
dividuals named in the docu-
ments as well as the national
security interests of the Unit-
ed States and its allies.

U.S. officials have not con-
firmed the source of the
leaked documents, but suspi-
cion has fallen on Bradley
Manning, a former army intel-
ligence agent.

Rio police
claim control
of gang slum
Elite units take
shantytown
complex back
from traffickers

Rio de Janeiro
AP, AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Rio police said Sunday that
they have taken control o  f a
shantytown complex long held
by traffickers after invading it
backed by helicopters and ar-
mored vehicles.

The head of Rio state’s mili-
tary police said they encoun-
tered less resistance than ex-
pected and claimed victory
over the hundreds of heavily
armed gang members who
were trapped inside the Ale-
mao slum complex.

‘‘We won. We brought free-
dom to the residents of Ale-
mao,’’ Mario Sergio Duarte
said.

However, officers on the
ground were saying they had
not completely taken over the
complex, and that gunmen
were still fighting back. The
officers did not want to identi-
fy themselves because there
are not authorize to speak to
the media.

Earlier, police backed by
helicopters and armored vehi-
cles started invading the shan-
tytown complex, slowly mov-
ing their way through small al-
leys amid heavy gunfire.

Black-clad officers from
elite police units began enter-
ing the Alemao slum complex,
with TV images showing po-
lice and army helicopters fly-
ing low to support the men on
the ground as hundreds of
drug gang members tried to
hold their position.

The faceoff came after a
week of widespread violence
in Rio, with more than 100 cars
and buses set on fire and at
least 35 deaths, mostly of sus-
pected traffickers.

Hundreds of soldiers on ar-
mored vehicles were also i n
place to support the operation,
seen as a key move in a long-
standing campaign to push
criminals out of slums where
they have long ruled with impu-
nity.

Police and troops started
moving up the slum inside ar-
mored vehicles as residents
watched from their windows in
shacks packed along steep hills.

Hundreds of soldiers in
camouflage and elite and reg-
ular police had been surround-
ing the Alemao, sheltering be-
hind the armored vehicles.
They exchanged intermittent,
heavy gunfire with gang mem-
bers at many of the 44 entranc-
es to the slum.

More than 1,000 police and
soldiers had been prepared to
storm the shantytown complex
as about 600 armed gang mem-
bers had remained trapped in-
side. Authorities had been say-
ing the invasion was inevitable
if the gang members did not
give themselves up.

‘‘The gang members decid-
ed not to surrender,’’ Police
spokesman Henrique Lima
Castro Saraiva said.

Trouble with organized
crime is nothing new in Rio.

But there is a new sense of
urgency in a Brazil that has
emerged as a global economic
and political player, and soon
will host the world at home.

Authorities are seeking to
impose order on the notoriously
violent slums before Brazil
hosts what are two of the plan-
et’s largest sporting events: the
World Cup in 2014 the Olympic
Games two years later.

EPZs provide attractive investment destinations
Since independence, Bangla-
desh has made remarkable
progress in diversified areas
of the social, political, cultural
and economic life of its citi-
zens. In order to boost eco-
nomic development of the
country, a number of steps
have also been taken to attract
foreign direct investment
(FDI) and facilitate the indus-
trialization process of the
country.

One such effort is the cre-
ation, operation and develop-
ment of the Export Processing
Zones (EPZs).

After independence, the
country was seeking private
capital and technical exper-
tise to facilitate the industrial-
ization process to achieve eco-
nomic growth. Initially, the
World Bank transmitted the
concept of EPZs to us. Since
then, EPZs — in tune with the
liberal industrial policy of the
government along with invest-
ment-friendly legal and insti-
tutional frameworks like the
Foreign Private Investment
(Promotion and Protection)
Act — have made significant
progress.

The pioneer EPZ of the
country, Chittagong EPZ,
started functioning in 1983 in
the port city. Seeing its un-
precedented success, the sec-
ond one came into being in 1991
in Dhaka. Presently there are
as many as eight operational
EPZs and two proposed EPZs
in different locations in the
country, contributing to the
overall economic develop-
ment process of Bangladesh
through the promotion of ex-
port and FDI, generation of
employment, transfer of tech-
nology, and development of

forward and backward link-
age industries, and so on.

Attractive packages of in-
centives, physical industrial
facilities of zones, along with
an abundance of skilled
manpower at a competitive
rate have placed Bangladesh’s
EPZs in a competitive, advan-
tageous position over other
competing EPZs in neighbor-
ing countries. Apart from the
manufacturing sectors, EPZs
are inviting investment in in-
frastructure, power and utili-
ties, and environment man-
agement projects, which have
made the zones truly attrac-
tive investment destinations
for the enterprising investors
who look to the future.

Apart from export earning
objectives, employment pat-
terns show that EPZs have
been making significant con-
tributions to the gradual em-
powerment of women, which
supports the objective of Mil-
lennium Development Goals
(MDGs). This financial and
social empowerment of wom-
en has far-reaching effects on
the country’s poverty-reduc-
tion initiatives as the increas-
ing number of young girls and
women are joining the produc-
tive workforce of EPZs, mi-
grating from poverty-prone
remote, rural areas of Bangla-
desh, linking the rural econo-
my with the industrialization
process.

The Bangladesh Export
Processing Zones Authority
(BEPZA), the government or-
gan responsible EPZs, has al-
so accelerated the privatiza-
tion effort of the government
by successfully converting
two state-owned enterprises of
the country, namely Chitta-

gong Steel Mills and Adamjee
Jute Mills Ltd., into EPZs.
Once-abandoned projects are
now vibrating with activity.

Mention may also be made
that investors from 33 countries
have already invested in the
EPZs of Bangladesh. The lead-
ing nations among them in-
clude South Korea, Japan, Chi-
na and the host Bangladesh.

The core competency areas
of Bangladesh’s EPZs are its
diversified and attractive
package of incentives and
physical facilities. BEPZA
provides fully serviced, se-
cured industrial plots and
standard factory buildings
with simplified licensing and

permitting procedures. On-
site customs clearance, logis-
tics, international couriers
and offshore banking facilities
have made EPZs of Bangla-
desh an attractive investment
destination.

Apart from the prospective
manufacturing sectors — like
textiles, leather and leather
goods, jute and jute products,
electrical and electronics,
metal parts and molded prod-
ucts, pharmaceuticals — Ban-
gladesh’s EPZs have also
opened up EPZ-based, ser-
vice-oriented sectors like pow-
er generation, utility services,
effluent treatment and water
treatment projects for the

competent foreign investors.
The investor community may
find these projects truly re-
warding and their return on in-
vestment in these kinds of pro-
jects are encouraging.

On the backdrop of grow-
ing demand by prospective
investors, the Board of Gov-
ernors of BEPZA, the apex
body of the authority, formal-
ly approved two new EPZs:
Meghna EPZ and Feni EPZ
in the District of Munshiganj
and Feni respectively.

Meghna EPZ, having its
excellent locational advan-
tage near the Dhaka-Chitta-
gong National Highway,
proximity to the capital

Dhaka (34 km) and adjacen-
cy to an already growing in-
dustrial cluster, has bright
prospects to flourish. The
project is expected to accom-
modate 130 units with a pro-
jected investment of $1.625
billion and employment of
more than 100,000 people.

The competitive advantage
of Feni EPZ depends on its
easy accessibility to Chitta-
gong Port. The zone is only 120
km away from the port, which
will facilitate the export and
import activities of the loca-
tors of this zone comparative-
ly faster than others.

BEPZA has a vision of cre-
ating new zones keeping pace
with the needs of investors and
customizing the concept in
Bangladesh’s context.

With the changing global
business and investment sce-
nario, the EPZs of Bangladesh
have revised its expansion
strategy and, in tune with the
varied needs of present-day
businesses, BEPZA is custom-
izing its investment incentives
and facilities.

The opening up of new sec-
tors of investment have pro-
vided an excellent opportunity
to prospective investors. New
zones in strategically located
places with state-of-the-art in-
dustrial facilities and proin-
vestment institutional frame-
works provide the right kind of
environment to grow. BEPZA
believes that investors from
all around the globe would find
the EPZs of Bangladesh as a
truly attractive investment
destination.
-------------------------------

Information provided by the
Embassy of Bangladesh.
---------------------------------------

Japan helps Bangladesh develop through many forms of assistance
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

4. Emergency disaster risk re-
duction telecommunications
system;
5. Weather analysis and fore-
casting capacity building in
Bangladesh;

6. Establishment of ICT facili-
ties and training;
7. Preparation for institution-
al development strategy for
the environment.

The outlook for the excel-
lent Bangladesh-Japan bilat-

eral relations and close coop-
eration appears brighter in
the coming days. Japan has
released the 31st Official De-
velopment Assistance (ODA)
loan package and included the
Padma Bridge and Dhaka

City transportation projects in
the annual rolling plan. These
manifest Japan’s continued in-
terest in assisting Bangladesh
in view of successful utiliza-
tion of the aid and our chang-
ing needs. Most importantly,

Bangladesh is doing all that is
required to establish good gov-
ernance, democratic norms
and values and rule of law, as
have long been advocated by
Japan.

Also the campaign of the
present government in estab-
lishing a sustainable demo-
cratic culture, long-term de-
velopment vision and the rule
of law strikes a common chord
with the new aspect of Japan’s
foreign policy of promoting
democracy, peace and devel-
opment around the world.

The visit thus comes at a
propitious time.

Japan has been a friend in
need and also in deed. The vis-
it of the Hon. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to Japan will
usher in a new era of partner-
ship and cooperation in the
areas of not only trade, com-
merce and investment be-
tween Bangladesh and Japan,
but also economic assistance.

Both our countries closely
cooperate in the internation-
al forums, including the
United Nations, for the pro-
motion of peace and develop-
ment. Bangladesh has since
the early 90s wholeheartedly
supported Japan’s bid for a
permanent seat in an expan-
ded U.N. Security Council.
The close mutual multilater-
al link will further flourish in
the coming days.

History and the current
status of our bilateral rela-
tions provide a launching
pad to develop a new era of
bilateral relations where,
should we succeed in making
concerted efforts, we could
benefit significantly, partic-
ularly in key areas of eco-
nomic cooperation and busi-
ness and investment.
-------------------------------

Information provided by the
Embassy of Bangladesh.
---------------------------------------

Modernity: This flyover in Dhaka shows the nation’s modern infrastructure. EMBASSY OF BANGLADESH

Manpower: An abundance of skilled labor is one of Bangladesh’s advantages as a destination
for investment from countries around the world. EMBASSY OF BANGLADESH

Aim high: Soldiers aim their weapons from an armored
vehicle during an operation against alleged drug traffickers at
the Alemao slum complex in Rio de Janeiro on Saturday. AP
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