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Sorties ramped up but civilian casualties ease

Coalition widens
Afghan air war
Kabul
AP

------------------------------------------

Once sharply curtailed be-
cause of complaints over civil-
ian casualties, U.S. and NATO
forces have ramped up the air
war in Afghanistan since sum-
mer.

Coalition aircraft dropped
1,000 bombs and missiles in
October — one of the highest
monthly totals of the nine-year
war. Despite large increases
in sorties and weapons fired,
the number of civilians killed
in air operations is slightly
down this year — NATO offi-
cials say — because of coali-
tion restrictions on engaging
insurgents.

Top NATO commander
Gen. David Petraeus’ counter-
insurgency strategy calls for
securing population centers
and bolstering governance
and economic development,
but at the same time he’s un-
leashed heavy force on the
battlefield. The international
force is trying to kill and cap-
ture insurgent leaders to pres-
sure the Taliban to give up the
fight and reconcile with the Af-
ghan government.

The air war in Afghanistan,
which began on Oct. 7, 2001,
when then President George
W. Bush ordered strikes on
Taliban targets, has acceler-
ated every month since July
as 30,000 U.S. troops have
streamed into the country.

‘‘We’re seeing about a 20
percent increase in sorties
over last year,’’ said Col.
James Sturgeon, chief of the
air operations control center
in Kabul. ‘‘In the last couple
weeks, it’s dropping off a little
bit as we get into the winter
months’’ when military opera-
tions traditionally decline.

So far this year, coalition
aircraft have used 4,615
bombs and Hellfire missiles,
already exceeding the 4,184
dropped in all of last year.

The escalation of the war
comes as Afghan President
Hamid Karzai is publicly call-
ing for a smaller military foot-
print. Karzai says he wants in-
ternational troops to be less
disruptive of daily Afghan life.

‘‘I’m not a progun person,’’
Karzai said in a recent inter-
view with The Washington
Post. ‘‘I don’t like guns or air-
planes so I can never talk in fa-

vorable terms about planes
that are shooting people or
bombing people.’’

Karzai has repeatedly
called on NATO to do more to
protect civilians during
stepped-up military opera-
tions. In response, former
NATO commander Gen. Stan-
ley McChrystal severely limit-
ed the circumstances in which
troops could call in an air-
strike or fire into buildings
where civilians might be in-
side.

The revised rules, which
are classified, never prevent-
ed U.S. troops from calling in
air support, but some officers
were exerting excessive cau-
tion, fearing career damage if
civilians were mistakenly
killed. Analysts said the rules
were being interpreted and
implemented unevenly across
the country.

When Petraeus arrived in
July, he reiterated the tactical
directive, but emphasized that
officers in the field should not
add restrictions to his rules.

‘‘We have seen a little bit of
loosening of the reins, but in
terms of making sure there
are no civilians in an area
where we want to strike offen-
sively, it’s a very disciplined
process,’’ Sturgeon said.

Fifty-nine civilians were
killed during sorties flown by
airplanes and helicopters be-
tween Jan. 1 and Nov. 18 this
year. That’s about 5 percent
fewer than the 62 killed during
the same period last year, ac-
cording to figures provided by
the coalition.

‘‘Civilian deaths are slightly
down this year despite an
enormous increase in the
number of weapons dropped
and sorties run,’’ said Lt. Col.
John Dorrian, a spokesman
for the coalition.

Since the beginning of the
war, U.S.-led forces have
made extensive use of air pow-
er because of a shortage of
troops, Afghanistan’s moun-
tainous terrain and the sheer
size of the country.

However, airstrikes were
widely blamed for the rise in
civilian casualties as the tem-
po of the war accelerated in
2005 and 2006, prompting Kar-
zai as well as international hu-
man rights groups to call on
the coalition to cut back on the
use of air power.

U.S. deploys ‘game-changer’
weapon in war against Taliban

Washington
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

It looks and acts like some-
thing best left in the hands of
Sylvester Stallone’s ‘‘Rambo,’’
but this latest dream weapon
is real — and the U.S. Army
sees it becoming the Taliban’s
worst nightmare.

The Pentagon has rolled out
prototypes of its first-ever pro-
grammable ‘‘smart’’ grenade
launcher, a shoulder-fired
weapon that uses microchip-
ped ammunition to target and
kill the enemy, even when the
enemy is hidden behind walls
or other cover.

After years of development,
the XM25 Counter Defilade Tar-
get Engagement System, about
the size of a regular rifle, has
now been deployed to U.S. units
on the battlefields of Afghani-
stan, where the army expects it
to be a ‘‘game-changer.’’

The gun’s stats are formida-
ble: it fires 25 mm air-bursting
shells up to 700 meters, well

past the range of most rifles
used by today’s soldiers, and
programs them to explode at a
precise distance, allowing
troops to neutralize insurgents
hiding behind walls, rocks or
trenches or inside buildings.

‘‘This is the first time we’re
putting smart technology into
the hands of the individual sol-
dier,’’ said Lt. Col. Chris Lehner,
XM25 program manager.

The revolutionary advance
involves an array of sights, sen-
sors and lasers that reads the
distance to the target, assesses
elements such as air pressure,
temperature, and ballistics and
then sends that data to the
microchip embedded in the
XM25 shell before it is launched.

Previous grenade launchers
needed to arc their shells over
cover and land near the target
to be effective. Use of the XM25
can slash civilian deaths and
damage, the army argues, be-
cause its pinpointed firepower
offers far less risk than larger
mortars or airstrikes.

Cultural, educational ties help
strengthen long relationship

Hiroshi Araki
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-UAE SOCIETY

---------------------------------------

On the occasion of the 39th
anniversary of the founding of
the United Arab
Emirates, I offer
my cordial
congratulations
to UAE
President H.H.
Sheik Khalifa
bin Zayed
Al-Nahyan,
members of the Federal
Supreme Council and the people
of the UAE.

In the 39 years since the 1971
founding of the nation, Japan and
the UAE have been promoting
exchanges and relations in
various areas, including not only
the energy sector in terms of the
economic field, but in education,
culture and sports as well.

In particular, this year
symbolizes the deepening
relationships between the two
countries as Etihad Airways
added its first flight to Japan from
Abu-Dhabi to Nagoya in
February, thanks to the many
years of strenuous efforts of all
parties involved. In addition, the
new flight routes to Narita
established by Etihad Airways
and Emirates the following month

shows just how much the
relationship between Japan and
the UAE is deepening.

It is through such
developments that we hope
citizens from both countries
increase their interest toward
each other. It is my sincere hope
that exchanges increase not only
in the field of tourism but in
various other fields as well.

In addition, the arrival of the
Emirate of Sharjah Sultan
Mohamed Al-Qasimi to Japan —
his first visit since taking office —
has sparked exhibitions on the
archaeology and historical and
cultural heritages of the Arabian
Peninsula all across Japan, a first
for the country. It is with great
happiness that I observe how
these exhibitions are increasing
Japanese people’s interest
toward the UAE.

Our society, the only civilian
Japan-UAE friendship
organization in the country, was
established in 1974 and is
working actively to improve
relationships between the two
countries in various fields such as
culture, arts, sports and
education.

We intend to make further
efforts toward still better bilateral
relationships in cooperation with
all parties involved.

Collaboration in various sectors besides energy begins to bear fruit

Yasuo Fukuda
CHAIRMAN, THE JAPAN-UAE

PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE

------------------------------------------

On behalf of The Japan-UAE
Parliamentary Friendship
League, may I offer some words
on the occasion
of the 39th foun-
ding anniversa-
ry of the United
Arab Emirates.
I offer my heart-
felt congratula-
tions on the in-
creasing prog-
ress and prosperity of the UAE
under the outstanding leader-
ship of President H.H. Sheik
Khalifa bin Zayed Al-Nahyan,
inheriting the wish of the late
President H.H. Sheik Zayed bin
Sultan Al-Nahyan, the UAE’s
founding father.

In addition, may I offer words
of mourning for the late emir of
Ras al-Khaimah, Sheikh Saqr
bin Mohammad al-Qassimi,
who passed away last October.
At the same time, I offer my
heartfelt congratulations to his
successor and current Sheikh
Saud bin Saqr al Qasimi.

Despite the so-called Dubai
Shock that unfolded late last
year, relations between Japan

and the UAE have been prog-
ressing across many different
fields. On top of the cooperative
relationship in the oil sector be-
tween the two countries, which
has been going strong for more
than 40 years, renewed collabo-
ration in the reusable energy,
aviation, education, investment
and various other sectors has
begun to bear fruit as well.

In the fields of tourism,
events such as the F1 racing
tournament Abu Dhabi Grand
Prix, the soccer t o u r n a m e n t
2010 FIFA Club World Cup and
the Burj Khalifa — the world’s
tallest skyscraper — have all
proven to spark renewed inter-
est toward the UAE among the
Japanese people.

By April next year, the inter-
national agency IRENA (Inter-
national Renewable Energy
Agency) will be convening its
first general meeting. I sincere-
ly hope that the collaborative re-
lationship between the two
countries continues to develop
in the reusable energy field as
well.

The opening of the preschool
and acceptance of children of
UAE citizenship by the Japa-
nese School in Abu Dhabi —
which started in 2005 — current-

ly has nine students of UAE citi-
zenship who learn not only from
a Japanese education system
but Japanese culture right
alongside students of Japanese
nationality. It is my strong hope
that these children who are
learning together side by side
will one day fulfill the role of act-
ing as a bridge between the two
nations.

I believe that the relationship
between Japan and the UAE
will continue to become increas-

ingly intimate. While I offer my
congratulations on this auspi-
cious occasion of the UAE’s 39th
founding anniversary, may I
take this opportunity to express
my sincere hope that Japan and
the UAE will continue to devel-
op, in particular with the ear-
nest efforts of the people of both
countries. In this regard, The
Japan-UAE Parliamentary
Friendship League is prepared
to continue to offer its support in
whatever ways it can.

New chapter opens in partnership
Saeed Ali Al-Nowais
AMBASSADOR OF THE UNITED ARAB

EMIRATES

------------------------------------------

On this very auspicious occa-
sion of our 39th National Day, I
am most hon-
ored and privi-
leged to convey,
on behalf of the
government and
people of the
United Arab
Emirates, my
heartfelt greet-
ings and good wishes to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko,
the government and the great
people of Japan. I also extend
my sincere felicitations to H.H.
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan, president of the UAE,
ruler of Abu Dhabi; H.H.
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al-Maktoum, vice president,
prime minister and ruler of Du-
bai; and to T.H. the members of
the Federal Supreme Council of
rulers of the emirates.

For the past 39 years, the re-
lationship between the UAE

and Japan has experienced
close cooperation in various
fields. In fact, both counties
have been sharing a genuine
enthusiasm to promote further
dialogue at all levels, widening
the scope of cooperation and
deepening the friendly ties. The
UAE has become one of Ja-
pan’s major trading partners,
with trade exchange in the past
year reaching $29.23 billion, the
seventh largest market for ma-
chineries and the second for oil
suppliers.

Despite the financial crises
that afflicted the world econo-
mies last year, the UAE econo-
my has managed to maintain
its resiliency, robustness and
strong fundamentals, with high
expectations that it will resume
strong growth within the cur-
rent fiscal year.

This year again, we opened a
new chapter in the partnership
between our two countries. The
most notable is that Emirates
airline and Etihad Airways, the
national carriers of the U A E ,
launched nonstop flights to
Narita last March, followed by

the start of Etihad’s service to
Nagoya in February. The suc-
cess of this initiative came in
line with the guidance of the
UAE’s prudent leadership and
the country’s desire for extend-
ing the bonds of friendship to
the Japanese people. Both air-
lines have been achieving a re-
markable breakthrough in the
Japanese aviation market
since their inaugurations. I
strongly believe that as an air
bridge, these new routes will
significantly increase the num-
ber of Japanese travelers to the
UAE and provide an enormous
momentum for boosting the
economic and tourism activi-
ties as well as cultural and edu-
cational relations between the
UAE and Japan.

Cooperation in educational
and cultural relations between
the UAE and Japan have been
experiencing a great boost,
with the numbers of UAE stu-
dents studying in different Jap-
anese universities more than
doubled in recent years. This
also reflects the emphasis and
importance that the UAE lead-
ership places on education.

It is also important to re-
member that H.H. Dr. Sheikh
Sultan bin Mohammed al Qasi-
mi, ruler of Sharjah, an out-
standing cultural figure, inau-
gurated Japan’s first exhibition
of Arabian archaeology, ‘‘The
Arabian Heritage from Shar-

jah, the UAE,’’ in Kanazawa,
Ishikawa Prefecture, in April,
with the cooperation of Kanaza-
wa University. The one-year
tour includes exhibitions in
Okayama, Niigata, Nara and
Yokohama until March 2011.
Paintings, calligraphy and oth-
er artworks inspired by UAE
Arabian traditions and heri-
tage are displayed at the venue.
The best example is a collection
of historic maps from the 15th
to 19th centuries owned by H.H.
Dr. Sheikh Sultan bin Moham-
med al Qasimi. The touring ex-
hibition has been presenting
visitors with a rare opportunity
to have a firsthand experience
of UAE culture, history, tradi-
tion and national identity.

In terms of energy policy, I
assure you that the UAE gov-
ernment will maintain its posi-
tion as a secure, safe and reli-
able energy supplier to Japan.
Last September, the UAE sup-
plied Japan with 20.5 percent of
its total need of oil, making the
UAE the second-largest oil and
gas supplier to Japan.
In August, over 300 Japanese
government officials, policy-
makers and business execu-
tives from the private sector
met in Abu Dhabi for the 35th
Japan Cooperation Forum for
the Middle East, organized by
the Japan Cooperation Center
for the Middle East (JCCME)
and co-hosted by Abu Dhabi.

The forum was crowned with
great success after both sides
pledged to work closely to pro-
pel the bilateral relations into
new dimensions.
Finally, I would like to seize this
auspicious opportunity to ex-
press my heartfelt thanks and
appreciation to the esteemed

Japanese organizations that
have been working relentlessly
to elevate our valuable rela-
tions to a higher level. On be-
half of UAE nationals, I would
like to convey our sincere wish-
es to the people of Japan and
the world for everlasting peace,
prosperity and happiness.

Magnificent: The Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi is
one of the largest examples of Islamic architecture in the
world, with capacity for 40,000 worshippers. EMBASSY OF THE UAE

Landmark: Inaugurated in January, the Burj Khalifa, at 828
meters high with more than 160 stories, is by far the tallest
building in the world. EMBASSY OF THE UAE

Point and shoot: A U.S. soldier aims an XM25 grenade
launcher at Aberdeen Test Center, Md., in 2009. AFP-JIJI



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


