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Touch-up job: Paint is splattered on a limousine used to transport Prince Charles and his wife, Camilla, to the London
Palladium on Thursday evening. AFP-JIJI

Chain-saw massacre: Paper decorations hang Friday from the vandalized Glastonbury Holy
Thorn Tree, which was hacked down and reduced to just a stump in the English town. AP

Assault seen as wakeup call for royal security

London
AP

------------------------------------------

It was a wrong-place, wrong-
time brush with danger: Pro-
testing students — some
chanting ‘‘Off with their
heads!’’ — attacked Prince
Charles and his wife, Camilla,
as they rode in their vintage
Rolls-Royce to a charity event
at a London theater.

How could the mob have
gotten so close, so easily, to
the future king?

There was no quick answer
Friday, amid scathing criti-
cism from security experts
and calls for officials to be
fired.

The royal couple were un-
harmed but visibly shaken
Thursday after the angry pro-
testers, pumped up by earlier
scuffles with police, surround-
ed their luxurious dark limo,
smashing a rear window and
splashing it with white paint.

Video and pictures cap-
tured it all as Camilla, her
mouth wide in horror, grasped
for Charles while the rowdy
crowd pummeled the car.
Both were in full evening
dress, with Camilla’s glitter-
ing emerald and diamond
necklace nestled against the
green satin ruffle of her coat.

Buckingham Palace does
not comment on royal security
procedures, but security ex-
perts identified a host of fail-
ures surrounding the royal
outing — and warned that pro-
cedures must be dramatically
improved before Prince Wil-
liam’s wedding to Kate Mid-

dleton at Westminster Abbey
next spring, when world lead-
ers, royals and celebrities will
descend on London.

‘‘It wasn’t potentially dan-
gerous — it was dangerous,’’
said security analyst Charles
Shoebridge, calling the attack
‘‘one of the most serious secu-
rity breaches of the past de-
cade.’’

He said the royal couple
should have taken a different
route to the theater, or waited
until the streets were safe and
clear of protesters, or simply
sent their regrets and can-
celed. ‘‘The best means of pre-
venting a subject being at-
tacked is to keep him out of
harm’s way in the first place,’’
he said.

British police should have
been talking with the royal
protection squad to ensure the
couple never came near the
protests — and most certainly
not in a 1977 Rolls-Royce, said
Alex Bomberg, a former aide
to the royal family and now
CEO of a private security
firm.

The prince’s oversize luxu-
ry car lacked speed and ma-
neuverability, and its large
clear windows — with rein-
forced but not bulletproof
glass — meant Charles and
Camilla were clearly visible
inside. With two police motor-
cycles in front and an official
royal Jaguar behind it, the ve-
hicle was instantly recogniz-
able as a royal car.

‘‘You couldn’t get away in
an emergency in a vintage
1977 Rolls-Royce,’’ Bomberg

said. ‘‘They should have used
something more high-
powered and up-to-date.’’

Somehow, protesters also
managed to get between the
police escort and the royal
car.

London’s theater district is
a maze of narrow one-way
streets and constantly crowd-
ed with tourists and theatergo-
ers. Cars and taxis making
their way through the area of-
ten crawl at a snail’s pace —
providing an easy target even
for attackers on foot.

Without a clear escape
route, the vehicle and route
should never have been used,
Bomberg said.

Police, using live video
feeds, should have kept the
royal protection squad ap-
praised of the volatile situa-
tion and been ready to change
plans at a moment’s notice,
Bomberg said.

Metropolitan Police chief
Paul Stephenson said the
route was checked in advance,
‘‘including up to several min-
utes beforehand, when the
route was still clear.’’

‘‘I do think that the officers
who were protecting their roy-
al highnesses showed very
real restraint. Some of those
officers were armed,’’ he said.

Police would not comment
on how close armed royal pro-
tection officers came to draw-
ing their guns.

The Metropolitan Police
said it had launched a ‘‘major
criminal investigation’’ fo-
cused on who was behind
Thursday’s violence.

Kenya, Japan remain partners in progress
Benson H.O. Ogutu
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA

------------------------------------------

On this momentous occasion
in the history of the Republic
of Kenya, I wish
to convey, on
behalf of the
g  o  v  e r n m e n t
and people of
Kenya, our
warm and gra-
cious greetings
to Their Impe-
rial Majesties Emperor Akihi-
to and Empress Michiko as
well as to the government and
friendly people of Japan. I also

wish to thank The Japan
Times for once again afford-
ing us this space to share with
its distinguished readers our
joy as we reflect on the warm
and mutually beneficial coop-
eration that characterizes the
ties between Kenya and Ja-
pan.

Since our independence 47
years ago, the people of Japan
have stood side by side with
their Kenyan brethren
through development chal-
lenges and aspirations. Japan
continues to be our leading de-
velopment partner.

The last one year has wit-

nessed added impetus in our
relations. In February, the Rt.
Hon. Prime Minister of the Re-
public of Kenya Raila Odinga
led a delegation of senior gov-
ernment and business execu-
tives for a four-day official vis-
it to Japan. This was followed
in March by the visit to Kenya
by His Imperial Highness
Crown Prince Naruhito. With-
i  n a span of nine months six
ministers have made official
visits to Japan. These high-
level exchanges have served
to further illustrate the strong
bonds of friendship existing
between our two countries.

Japan’s development coop-
eration with Kenya, which
dates back to 1964, traverses
all areas of human endeavor.
Currently, our bilateral coop-
eration focuses on five key
areas, namely economic in-
frastructural development,
agricultural development, hu-
man resource development,
environmental conservation
and health.

The recent past has wit-
nessed a significant growth in
the volume of trade between
the two countries, registering
close to ¥50 billion in 2009.
However, the balance of trade
is still heavily tilted in favor of
Japan. We would want to see a
more exponential growth pat-

tern. In this regard, prospects
exist for bridging the gap by
way of increasing imports into
Japan through diversification
of trade items, entering into
joint ventures and direct in-
vestments. I wish to assure
you that Kenya is open and
safe for investment.

Prospective businessmen
and investors are also wel-
come to take advantage of op-
portunities in the wider East
African Community with a
market of over 126 million in
the five partner states. Read-
ers will be glad to know that
the integration process in the
community is gathering pace.

Kenya has always been syn-
onymous with wildlife. We are

the home of the famous ‘‘Big
Five’’ (lion, leopard, elephant,
rhino and buffalo) and it is
true that this is the best place
in the entire continent to see
these magnificent species and
numerous more in their natu-
ral habitats. But Kenya has
even more to offer. We have an
incredible range of wild habi-
tats, each one with its own
unique range of species.

It is important to mention
the Tokyo International Con-
ference for African Develop-
ment (TICAD) and specifical-
ly TICAD IV, which aims to
support African growth and
development by doubling Offi-
cial Development Assistance
(ODA) to Africa by 2012. Ken-

ya’s accrued benefits under
the TICAD process clearly
demonstrate its value as an
excellent example of genuine
cooperation based on mutual
trust and understanding of all
involved parties.

During the year, we wit-
nessed a major milestone
event: the promulgation of a
new constitution of the Repub-
lic of Kenya, ushering in ‘‘The
rebirth of a nation or the incep-
tion of a Second Republic.’’
The new constitution is the
product of a Kenyan-driven
process and provides us with a
framework for shared eco-
nomic prosperity, social inclu-
sion and political stability. It
creates the framework for an
enabling environment for
transforming our nation. In-
stitutions of governance have
been created with the neces-
sary checks and balances to
ensure that there is no abuse of
power and human rights. The
constitution is of paramount
importance to the socioeco-
nomic and political develop-
ment of Kenya, in particular,
the delivery of Vision 2030.

Let me also take this oppor-
tunity to salute Kenyans in Ja-
pan for their patriotism and
the positive contribution they
are giving in the enhancement
of our bilateral cooperation.
Special mention goes to our
athletes, who have over the
years continued to shine in
major meets in Japan, repli-
cating the dominance we have

maintained on the global
stage. They are making us
proud as a country of winners.

Finally, I wish to thank all
those who have sent to us mes-
sages of good will. We take this

opportunity to wish dear read-
ers a happy festive season and
prosperity in the New Year.
Meanwhile, I invite you all to
visit our mission website
www.kenyarep-jp.com

Attack on royals presages worse
Britons fear
students may
become violent
movement

London
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

On Friday the street cleaners
swept up the ashes of burned
placards and washed away the
graffiti marring the stately
buildings of Westminster.

But a day after Britain’s
most violent protests in 20
years, one image lingered,
iconic and inerasable: the heir
to the British throne and his
wife under attack by furious
students shouting, ‘‘Off with
their heads.’’

More than any other scene
from the night of fury, the as-
sault on the stretch Rolls-
Royce of Prince Charles and
Camilla as their chauffeur un-
wittingly drove through a
crowd of protesters seemed to
declare the seriousness of a
student movement that has
seemingly risen up overnight.

The light of day led some
students to express remorse
for what officials described as
a surreal evening of ‘‘wanton
vandalism’’ and ‘‘appalling vi-
olence.’’ But others described
it as a warning to the new Con-
servative-led government co-
alition.

The protest underscored
how students have emerged as
the primary force of opposi-
tion to the government’s plan
to bust the budget deficit, and
how they could potentially
grow into the kind of anties-
tablishment movement not
seen since the 1960s and ’70s.

The demonstration — the
fourth but by far the most vio-
lent of recent weeks — was in
opposition to a measure that
Parliament approved Thurs-
day, dramatically reducing
government subsidies on uni-
versity tuitions. But instead of
the end of their campaign, stu-
dent leaders suggested that
Thursday night marked the
birth of a new, more aggres-
sive social movement that will
not use polite measures to re-
sist spending cuts.

For the government, it
raised the disturbing prospect
that the tactics employed
Thursday night — when stu-
dents vandalized stores and
turned parts of central London
typically reserved for tourists
and Christmas shoppers into
no-go zones — might be a taste
of things to come.

The image of the agape roy-

als, their Rolls splattered with
paint, their car window
smashed, captured like noth-
ing else that antiestablish-
ment rage. The attack was
vigorously debated across
Britain on Friday, along with
other acts of student vandal-
ism, including urination o  n a
statue of wartime Prime Min-
ister Winston Churchill and
the defamation of a prominent
war memorial.

‘‘I think most people will
agree the students went fur-
ther than too far last night; it’s
going to turn British public
opinion clearly against them,’’
asserted Dickie Arbiter,
Queen Elizabeth II’s former
press secretary. ‘‘You’ve got a
bunch of students out there
who are mostly better off and
can afford to pay more for
their university educations
anyway, screaming ‘Off with
their heads’ and urinating on
Churchill. That is not going to
get the sympathy of the pub-
lic.’’

Indeed, the British public
has been only partially sym-
pathetic to the protesters’ cru-
sade, with the working class
particularly apathetic to the
plight of university students
seen as more well-to-do than
most. Yet even for some who
have backed the protests thus
far, the attack on the royals
seemed a tipping point of
sorts.

‘‘I am all for these protests,
but the violence is totally un-
called for,’’ said Debbie Sears,
55, an adult student at Westmin-
ster University. ‘‘It has ruined
the meaning of the protests. It
will go against them, they will
lose their sympathy vote.’’

Glastonbury Holy Thorn Tree
vandalized, now just a stump
London
AP

------------------------------------------

Legend has it that the rare
thorn tree on a hill in southern
England had ties to the earli-
est days of Christianity, and
pilgrims often left offerings at
its base. In more recent times,
local children honored its cur-
rent incarnation each year by
cutting sprigs to place on
Queen Elizabeth II’s Christ-
mas dining table.

Now British police want to
know who sawed the limbs off
the Glastonbury Holy Thorn
Tree, reducing it to a stump.

‘‘I’ve just driven past the
site, and people are coming
out in tears,’’ said Glastonbury
Mayor John Coles. ‘‘I’ve never
seen a sadder sight, or a more
serious act of vandalism, in
my 60 years in Glastonbury.’’

Glastonbury, 200 km west of
London, is best known for its
annual rock music festival,
which has drawn artists such
as Bruce Springsteen since the
1960s. Its mysterious land-
scape — including the Glas-
tonbury Tor hill, which is be-
lieved by some to have magi-
cal qualities — has drawn
pagan worshippers for many
years.

Katherine Gorbing, the di-
rector of Glastonbury Abbey,
said the tree originally came
from the Middle East and is a
type of thorn tree common in
Lebanon as well as in Europe.
It typically lives about 100
years, but Gorbing said locals
have kept Glastonbury Holy
Thorn Tree going by taking
grafts and clippings from it to
plant new trees when the exist-
ing one neared the end of its
natural life.

‘‘It’s a sacred tree,’’ she
said, ‘‘not only for the Chris-
tian church, but for many oth-
er people.’’

The tree, located near the
summit of Wearyall Hill, is
visible from many parts of ru-
ral Somerset.

Coles said the nighttime at-
tack came between Wednes-
day and Thursday shortly af-
ter he, the local vicar and
schoolchildren participated in
the annual sprig cutting for
the queen’s Christmas table.

The sprig is sometimes visi-
ble during her televised
Christmas broadcast to the
Commonwealth — and the
queen always sends a letter of
thanks, he said.

Coles believes that someone
who saw the sprig ceremony
on local television — or who
witnessed it in person — decid-
ed afterward to chop down the
tree, which did not have any
security cameras nearby.

‘‘It could be an anti-
monarchist, an anti-Christian
or someone who’s an atheist,’’
Coles said. ‘‘We don’t know
whether it’s one person re-
sponsible or a group.’’

Avon and Somerset police
would not comment on the mo-
tive. No arrests have been
made.

The once-proud tree pro-
vides Glastonbury believers
with what legend says is a sig-
nificant link to the early days
of Christianity in England.

Religious tradition holds
that the original tree was
planted by St. Joseph of Ari-
mathea — the wealthy mer-
chant who volunteered his pre-
pared tomb to Jesus — after he
first made landfall in England
some 2,000 years ago. The

chopped-down tree is thought
to be descended from the origi-
nal. It blooms twice a year —
during the Christmas season
and again around Easter.

‘‘The story goes that Joseph
of Arimathea pushed his staff
into the ground and pro-
nounced it to be weary —
that’s why it’s known as
Wearyall Hill,’’ said Coles.
‘‘The tree is said to have grown
from the staff. It’s something
you can’t prove or disprove.’’

Some people believe the
growth of the wooden staff into
the tree was a full-fledged mir-
acle, while others believe it
was left standing in a boggy
area for months and eventual-
ly sprouted, said Susan
Strong, an education officer at
Glastonbury Abbey.

‘‘You can take the miracu-
lous approach or the pragmat-
ic approach,’’ she said.

Local historians said the
tree — or one of its ancestors
— has been chopped down at
least once before, by a soldier
using an ax during the 1642-51
English Civil Wars.

Experts say the tree could
recover in about 10 years if it
was in good health at the time
of the attack.

‘‘It will obviously be de-
formed, but it will put grafts
out next spring,’’ said Tony
Kirkham, head of the arbore-
tum at the Royal Botanic Gar-
dens at Kew. ‘‘But it will take a
long time to make a good
tree.’’

Even with that hope, Gorb-
ing called the loss of the tree
devastating. ‘‘The tree unites
everybody in the town,’’ she
said. ‘‘It’s a symbol world-
wide. Local people do see this
as an attack on Glastonbury.’’

Kenya independence day

Modernity: Nairobi is the capital and largest city of Kenya.
KENYA TOURIST BOARD

Nature: Beaches along the Indian Ocean are a tourist draw in
Mombasa, Kenya’s second-largest city. KENYA TOURIST BOARD
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