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Kazakhstan independence day

Political stability, economic growth,
contributing to international security
Akylbek Kamaldinov
AMBASSADOR OF KAZAKHSTAN

------------------------------------------

On Dec. 16, the people of Ka-
zakhstan celebrate Indepen-
dence Day.

On this day 19 years ago,
the modern his-
tory of our
young state
started. The
years of inde-
pendence have
been fleeting in
terms of histo-
ry, but the
depth and magnitude of eco-
nomic, social and political
transformations have be-
come for us as an epoch. In
such a short period Kazakh-
stan, under the leadership of
President Nursultan Nazar-
bayev, managed to make tre-
mendous breakthroughs in
carrying out fundamental re-
forms and become one of the
leaders among the newly in-
dependent states.

During the years of inde-
pendence the country has
been changed dramatically,
turning from the periphery of
the Soviet empire into the
economically strong and dy-
namically developing demo-
cratic state, a reliable part-
ner in the international are-
na.

We have achieved impres-
sive results in all spheres of
life. Fundamental principles
of strengthening the state re-
main unchanged: develop-
ment of a market economy,
preservation of social harmo-
ny and political stability, im-
plementation of democratic
reforms.

Despite the negative con-
sequences of the world eco-
nomic crisis for many coun-
tries, in 2009 the Kazakhstani
government, thanks to time-
ly and decisive anticrisis
measures, managed to en-
sure economic growth at 1.1
percent, preserving jobs and
social stability.

During the first nine
months of 2010 economic
growth in Kazakhstan in-
creased by 7.5 percent, in-
cluding industrial production
by 10 percent. Since the be-
ginning of this year 200,000
new jobs have been created.
President Nazarbayev, in his
address to the nation titled
‘‘New decade - New economic
growth - New opportunities,’’
said a goal for the country
was to achieve sustainable
growth through accelerated
industrialization and the de-
velopment of infrastructure.

In March 2010, the govern-
ment adopted a Program for
Accelerated Industrial and
Innovative Development,
which would ensure sustain-
able and balanced economic
growth through diversifica-
tion and the enhancing of the
country’s competitiveness.

In accordance with the pro-
gram, Kazakhstan by 2014
will reach economic growth
at 50 percent to the level of
2008, bringing the share of ex-
ports from the nonextractive
sector up to 40 percent of the
total while increasing the
productivity in the manufac-

turing sector by 50 percent.
No doubt, the achievement

of desired goals, sustainable
economic growth, improve-
ment of citizens’ welfare is
unthinkable without political
stability.

Therefore, the task of
strengthening social cohe-
sion and harmony is the top
priority of the long-term na-
tional development strategy,
the ground for the modern-
ization of the state.

Today Kazakhstan i  s a
model of interethnic and in-
terreligious harmony.

More than 130 ethnic
groups and 45 denominations
peacefully coexist in Kazakh-
stan. Through a unique mech-
anism of respected nongov-
ernment association — the
Assembly of People of Ka-
zakhstan, which has the
rights of a consultative body
to the president — the repre-
sentatives of all major ethnic
groups and religions have the
opportunity to directly influ-
ence the policy of the coun-
try.

The Kazakhstan model, as
a universal mechanism, is
gaining more and more sup-
porters among the major re-
ligions. The initiative of our
president to hold in Kazakh-
stan the meetings of leaders
of world and traditional reli-
gions is dedicated to this no-
ble goal. In 2003, 2006, 2009
leaders of major world reli-

gions and denominations, in-
cluding the leadership of the
Association of Shinto Shrines
in Japan, gathered for this
high-level forum in Kazakh-
stan.

The Congress of Leaders of
World Religions is an impor-
tant and effective interna-
tional policy instrument de-
signed to strengthen peace
and stability in the world,
bringing together political
and religious leaders for a di-
alogue of civilizations, peo-
ples and countries.

Kazakhstan has actively
supported the process aimed
at promoting dialogue among
civilizations in the frame-
work of the initiative titled
‘‘Common World: Progress
through Diversity,’’ which
promotes dialogue between
the West and the Islamic

world. In this regard the
chairmanship in 2011 in the
Organization of The Islamic
Conference (OIC) takes par-
ticular importance. Today,
the OIC is the largest and
most influential Muslim for-
mal intergovernmental in-
ternational organization. It
brings together 57 countries
with a population of over 1.4
billion people.

By the number of member
countries the OIC is second
after the United Nations as
an institutional organization
in the world. I think under the
chairmanship of Kazakhstan
this organization will open up
new possibilities and per-
spectives for development
and the strengthening of such
important issues as religious
harmony and dialogue
among civilizations.

In 2011, for the first time in
Kazakhstan, the Asian Win-
ter Games will be held. I be-
lieve the games will contrib-
ute to the further strengthen-
ing of friendship and trust on
the Asian continent.

The success of the develop-
ment of Kazakhstan and Ka-
zakhstan’s active participa-
tion in international efforts to
combat modern threats and

challenges resulted in the
election of Kazakhstan as the
chairman of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE) in 2010. We
fully implemented our pro-
gram of action as the chair-
man of the international or-
ganization. We have fulfilled
all our tasks.

Kazakhstan, being steadi-
ly committed to the funda-

mental OSCE principles and
values, sought to strengthen
trust and understanding
among the member countries
of the West and East of Vien-
na, as well as to ensure a bal-
ance of all three dimensions
of the organization.

Our priorities included
such issues as strengthening
the European security archi-
tecture, the development of
transit-transport potential,
stabilization of Afghanistan,
the regional partner of the
OSCE, as well as the promo-
tion of tolerance and peaceful
coexistence in different soci-
eties, which is a very impor-
tant issue for Europe.

The logical conclusion of
our chairmanship was the
OSCE Summit held in Astana
on Dec. 1-2, which was at-
tended by 73 official delega-

tions of participating coun-
tries and partner countries,
heads of states and govern-
ments, as well as major inter-
national and regional organi-
zations such as the U.N., the
European Union, the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organiza-
tion, etc. Holding the first
OSCE Summit in 11 years in
Astana made clear the high
evaluation by the interna-
tional community of the
strong role of Kazakhstan in
today’s world.

Addressing the partici-
pants, President Nazarbayev
said that the summit was
unique as it was held in the
heart of Eurasia, thousands
of kilometers from the geo-
graphical boundaries of Eu-
rope, and this, first of all, re-
flects the changed paradigm
of European security. In the
21st century, the sources of
the most dangerous threats
and challenges to the stabili-
ty of the European continent
are coming from outside. On-
ly the problem of Afghani-
stan involved the 43 OSCE
member states. Kazakhstan
stands for the elaboration o  f a
comprehensive strategy on
Afghanistan for its economic
recovery and peace. For
these purposes our govern-
ment allocated about $50 mil-
lion, particularly for civil
training of Afghan youth in
educational institutions of
Kazakhstan.

The main achievement of
the OSCE Summit was the
adoption of the Astana Decla-
ration titled ‘‘Toward a Secu-
rity Community’’ in which
member countries of the Or-
ganization reaf-
firmed their com-
mitment to unconditionally
and in good faith fulfill all the
norms, principles and obliga-
tions of all three OSCE di-
mensions.

During the summit, heads
of delegations expressed
their appreciation for the ac-
tive, fair and fruitful activity
of Kazakhstan’s chairman-
ship in 2010 and stressed the
need to preserve high dynam-
ics of the organization given
by Kazakhstan.

‘‘Today in Astana in the
new historical conditions the
spirit of Helsinki was re-
vived. I am convinced that
the Eurasian vector is able to
give a powerful impetus to
the OSCE, to bring together
East and West, North and
South, the understanding of
the key issues of world order.
I see this as the quintessence
of the spirit of Astana,’’ said
President Nazarbayev at the
end of the summit.

The declaration also iden-
tified the way forward to a
genuine Euro-Atlantic and
Eurasian community of unit-
ed and indivisible security.

We are convinced that the
leitmotif of forming long-
term security should be
based on complementary ef-
forts of regional organiza-
tions and international fo-
rums.

In this regard, I should
mention about Kazakhstan’s
initiative on convocation of
the Conference on Interac-
tion and Confidence-Building
Measures in Asia (CICA) that
already become a real factor
in international relations and
serves as an effective instru-
ment for maintaining securi-
ty and cooperation in Asia.

Today, the CICA process
unites 22 countries, occupy-
ing 90 percent of Asian terri-
tory, and the population of
these countries is half of the
world’s population.

At the present stage, it is
the only structure that pro-
vides the creation of a pan-
Asian security mechanism.
Indeed, the core idea of CI-
CA’s establishment was the
formation of a pan-Asian
multilateral institution that
brings together all states of
the Asian continent in order
to ensure stability and securi-
ty in the vast, multinational
and multicultural region of
the world. Moreover, today’s
CICA quickly adapts to a
changing world as well as
consecutively develops coop-
eration with the OSCE.

In this regard, being a
strong supporter of the
strengthening of cooperation

between these two regional
structures, Kazakhstan does
not exclude the possibility for
creating in a perspective of
some unified platform for en-
suring security and confi-
dence throughout the whole
Eurasian region.

As you can see, the foreign
policy of Kazakhstan is
aimed at active participation
and support of international
efforts on ensuring global
and regional security.

Since its independence,
Kazakhstan has become an
example of country that
makes real contributions in
this important direction. In
2009, Kazakhstan marked the
20th anniversary of the shut-
down of the Semipalatinsk
nuclear test site on Aug. 29,
1991. It was very symbolic
that under the Kazakhstani
initiative, this day, Aug. 29,
was proclaimed Internation-
al Day Against Nuclear
Tests. Among the coauthors
of the appropriate resolution
of the U.N. General Assem-
bly were 26 states, including
Japan.

I suppose that Kazakhstan
and Japan, two countries that
experienced the horrors of
nuclear weapons, have a
moral right to propose specif-
ic programs on nuclear disar-
mament and the strengthen-
ing of security. Furthermore,
our two countries must work
together in order to urge the
countries possessing nuclear
weapons to follow Kazakh-
stan’s example and join the
global disarmament move-
ment. We must cooperate
very closely in order to make
the world free of nuclear
weapons. Kazakhstan and
Japan have a friendly and
trusting relationship that are
common for strategic part-
ners. During the past years,
we have reached significant
progress in the development
of mutually beneficial trade
and economic cooperation.
Taking into account the pre-
sent current realities and
new challenges, it is very im-
portant for us not only to keep
the high dynamics of bilater-
al cooperation, but also to
bring the relationship be-
tween our countries to a new,
high level.

The driving force of eco-
nomic cooperation between
our countries is the energy in-
dustry, in which companies
of both countries are actively
cooperating in the nuclear
field. With the increasing def-
icit of traditional energy re-
sources, this field has be-
come one of the most promis-
ing. In March, Kazakhstan
and Japan have signed an
agreement on cooperation in
the peaceful use of atomic en-
ergy, which opens new pros-

pects and opportunities for
further cooperation in such
important areas.

We expect that the imple-
mentation of existing agree-
ments in the coming years
will not only increase the
share of Kazakhstan’s urani-
um on the Japanese market,
but also ensure the transfer
of advanced technologies to
Kazakhstan. Paying tribute
to the uniquely high level of
investment, industrial and
technological capabilities of
Japan, we would like to sig-
nificantly increase the inten-
sity and scope of bilateral co-
operation in non-raw materi-
al sectors.

Today, Kazakhstan attach-
es great importance to at-
tracting foreign investment
and technologies in the non-
raw material sectors of the
national economy. Kazakh-
stan has done a great job on
creating a favorable environ-
ment for the promotion of in-
vestment and technological
cooperation with our foreign
partners. In the framework
of implementation of pro-
jects in non-raw material
sectors, the government of
Kazakhstan provides signifi-
cant benefits and preferenc-
es for investors.

Another important point:
The customs union between
Kazakhstan, Russia, and Be-
larus has been successfully
operating since Jan. 1. In the
frameworks of the customs
union unified customs tariffs
were already adopted. More-
over, appropriate work on
the improvement of interac-
tions between our countries is
also under way. Creating a
single customs space along
with a favorable investment
climate offers great opportu-
nities for the further activi-
ties of Japanese investors, as
well as business development
in Kazakhstan. It means that
products can be farther dis-
tributed throughout the terri-
tory of a huge market of 170
million people.

In order to create favor-
able conditions for Kazakh-
Japanese investment and
technological cooperation,
our countries are working to-
ward the formation of appro-
priate legal frameworks. In
January, the convention on
preventing double taxation
and preventing taxation
avoidance in relation to in-
come taxes entered into
force. Our immediate plans
include the further signing of
an agreement on liberaliza-
tion, promotion and protec-
tion of investments.

An important element of
practical cooperation in the
field of trade and economic
cooperation was presented
through the activities of the

joint commission of private
and public sectors on Ka-
zakh-Japanese economic co-
operation, founded in 2009. It
is designed to assist by bring-
ing together public and pri-
vate sectors of our countries
to further develop trade and
economic relations. In Sep-
tember, the second meeting
of the joint commission was
successfully held in Tokyo.

In 2010, there opened three
honorary consulates of the
Republic of Kazakhstan in
three large cities of Japan:
Sapporo, Nagoya and Fukuo-
ka. Also, last year was
marked by the opening of the
honorary consulate in Osaka.
I think that Kazakhstani hon-
orary consulates will make a
worthy contribution to the
further strengthening of
trade and economic ties, as
well as cultural and humani-
tarian cooperation between
Kazakhstan and Japan.

To date, our countries have
created a solid foundation for
full-scale cooperation and the
strengthening of strategic
partnerships. We successful-
ly cooperate both bilaterally
and multilaterally, especial-
ly in the framework of inter-
national organizations.

Evidence of the serious-
ness and the long-term char-
acter of our intentions is the
intensity and regularity of
the political dialogue be-
tween the leadership of both
countries. In March 2008,
President Nazarbayev paid
an official visit to Japan. In
August 2009, a visit of the Sec-
retary of State Kanat Sauda-
bayev took place. In 2010,
there were three meetings
between foreign ministers of
both countries, including the
exchange of visits by our for-
eign ministers. In November
2010, a Kazakh delegation of
parliamentarians headed by
Ural  Mukhamezhanov,
chairman of the Mazhilis of
the Parliament of the Repub-
lic of Kazakhstan, visited Ja-
pan.

In conclusion, I would like
to note that the future inter-
actions between Kazakhstan
and Japan will continue to
strengthen on all fronts be-
cause horizons of strategic
partnership are endless.

With such achievements in
the field of domestic develop-
ment, international coopera-
tion and bilateral interaction
with our reliable partners,
Kazakhstan celebrates its
19th Anniversary of Indepen-
dence.

We passed through a diffi-
cult and thorny path of for-
mation and development.
And today, we are proud to
talk about the achievements
of our people. And we are op-
timistic about our future.

Futuristic: The Khan Shatyr Entertainment Center, designed by British architect Norman
Foster and opened this July in Astana, has a 150-meter-high transparent tent over an area of
140,000 sq. meters — larger than 10 football stadiums.

Heart of government: The administrative center of Astana City KAZAKHSTAN EMBASSY

President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev

During the years of independence the
country has been changed dramatically,
turning from the periphery of the Soviet
empire into the economically strong and
dynamically developing democratic state, a
reliable partner in the international arena.
Fundamental principles of strengthening the
state remain unchanged: development of a
market economy, preservation of social
harmony and political stability,
implementation of democratic reforms.
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Kazakhstan independence day
Kosovo leader ‘organized killings for kidneys’

KLA tied to trade
in human organs
Paris
AP

------------------------------------------

Civilians detained by the Koso-
vo Liberation Army were alleg-
edly shot to death in northern
Albania so their kidneys could
be extracted and sold on the
black market after the war in
Kosovo ended in 1999, accord-
ing to a report prepared for Eu-
rope’s human rights watchdog.

The report by Council of Eu-
rope investigator Dick Marty
— more than two years in the
making — also suggested Ko-
sovo’s U.S.-backed prime min-
ister was once the ‘‘boss’’ of a
criminal underworld behind
the alleged grisly trade.

Kosovo’s government
branded the report as ‘‘base-
less’’ and described it as an at-
tempt ‘‘to tarnish the image of
the Kosovo Liberation Army.’’
In a statement, the govern-
ment also accused Marty of bi-
as and ‘‘fabrications.’’

Marty, a Swiss senator, led a
Council of Europe team of in-
vestigators to Kosovo and Alba-
nia in 2009, following allega-
tions of organ trafficking by the
KLA published in a book by for-
mer U.N. War Crimes tribunal
prosecutor Carla Del Ponte.

The 55-page report is an at-
tempt to cast new light on the
KLA, which received U.S.
backing in its fight to secure
Kosovo’s independence from
Serbia in 1999. Marty says it is
an attempt to unearth alleged
crimes that went unpunished
in the postwar period.

Marty’s investigation found
that there were a number of de-
tention facilities in Albania,
where both Kosovar opponents
of the KLA and Serbs were al-
legedly held once the hostilities
in Kosovo were over in 1999, in-
cluding a ‘‘state-of-the-art re-
ception center for the organized
crime of organ trafficking.’’

The report says the captives
had their blood drawn and test-
ed to help determine whether
their organs would be suitable
for transplant, and were exam-
ined ‘‘by men referred to as
‘doctors’ ’’ in the towns of Rripe
and Fushe-Kruje. During his
2007 trip to Albania, then U.S.
President George W. Bush vis-
ited Fushe-Kruje.

Marty said his findings were
based on testimonies of ‘‘KLA

insider sources’’ such as driv-
ers, bodyguards and other ‘‘fix-
ers’’ involved in logistical and
practical tasks, as well as ‘‘orga-
nizers,’’ or the ringleaders be-
hind the lucrative organ trade.
The report, however, does not
name any of the sources, or the
number of people who were al-
legedly killed in the process.

The accounts pointed to ‘‘a
methodology by which all of
the captives were killed, usu-
ally by a gunshot to the head,
before being operated on to re-
move one or more of their or-
gans,’’ the report said.

The report alleges that the
captives were first taken t  o a
house in Albania run by an eth-
nic Albanian with ties to the
KLA leadership. When the sur-
geons were ready, KLA gunmen
would shoot the captives and
their corpses would be taken to
an operating clinic, it said.

Marty did not specify how
many people were killed for
their organs, but said the ‘‘fil-
tering’’ process allegedly end-
ed in Fushe-Kruje, where ‘‘the
small, select group of KLA
captives who were brought
this far met their death.’’

In his report, Marty says
that Fushe-Kruje was selected
for its proximity to Albania’s
main international airport,
which ‘‘therefore offered ac-
cessibility for incoming inter-
national visitors and outgoing
shipments alike.’’

The report also pointed to ‘‘a
small but inestimably power-
ful group of KLA personali-
ties’’ known as the Drenica
Group, whose ‘‘boss’’ was
Hashim Thaci, Kosovo’s cur-
rent prime minister and for-
mer KLA leader.

The investigator said his
team’s firsthand sources
‘‘credibly implicated’’ some
KLA leaders and members of
Thaci’s inner circle for ‘‘hav-
ing ordered — and in some
cases personally overseen —
assassinations, detentions,
beatings and interrogations in
various parts of Kosovo.’’

Kosovo’s government de-
scribed the report as ‘‘slander-
ous,’’ and part of an attempt to
‘‘obstruct’’ Thaci, whose party
this month won Kosovo’s first
poll since it declared indepen-
dence from Serbia — in a vote
tainted by claims of fraud.

Chavez sold China ultracheap oil: U.S. cable
President upset
Beijing ‘profited
by reselling fuel’

Caracas
AP

------------------------------------------

President Hugo Chavez’s gov-
ernment has sold China oil for
as little as $5 a barrel and was
upset that China apparently
profited by selling fuel to other
countries, according to a clas-
sified U.S. document released
by WikiLeaks.

The report about Chinese
companies diverting oil was
one of several newly released
documents that also describe
falling crude output in Venezu-
ela caused by a host of prob-
lems within the national oil
company, Petroleos de Vene-
zuela SA (PDVSA).

The documents, posted on-
line by the Spanish newspaper
El Pais, also showed that
American officials have man-
aged to cultivate sources with-
in the state oil company in spite
of Chavez’s antagonism to-
ward Washington.

The confidential memo
from the U.S. Embassy in Ca-
racas on Feb. 26 said a PDVSA
director revealed that the
state company ‘‘had analyzed
its crude sales to China and de-
termined that China had only
paid $5/barrel of crude on a
couple of deals’’ — a fraction of
the market price.

The document said that ac-
cording to the official, Cha-
vez’s government was ‘‘ex-
tremely upset with Chinese
companies due to the discrep-
ancy between Chinese petro-

leum import statistics that
suggest (China) is profiting
from Venezuelan oil purchas-
es by diverting the crude to
third markets and earning a
sizable margin.’’

The Venezuelan official,
whose name was not released,
‘‘intimated that tankers had
been diverted to the U.S., Afri-
ca, and elsewhere in Asia.’’

Chavez relies on oil sales to
his No. 1 client, the United
States, to help fund his social-
ist-inspired programs. But he
has been building up oil sales
to China, and in October said

oil shipments to China had
reached about 500,000 barrels
a day, in spite of higher trans-
port costs to reach Asia.

Jorge Pinon, an energy ex-
pert and visiting research fel-
low at Florida International
University in Miami, said he
doubts that Venezuela’s heavy
crude would have been resold
by China elsewhere because
specialized refineries are
needed to handle it. He said if
there was any reselling by Chi-
na, it would have been fuel oil
and could have gone to Africa,
Asia or the Caribbean ‘‘for

blending and further re-ex-
port’’ to other markets.

China, meanwhile, has also
agreed to invest billions of dol-
lars in a joint project to pump
crude in Venezuela.

Another embassy report on
Sept. 23, 2009, said a U.S. diplo-
mat had interviewed ‘‘PDVSA’s
senior executive director’’
when he was spotted in line at
the embassy waiting for a U.S.
visa, and that the official re-
vealed Venezuela has been ma-
nipulating its oil price index.

It said the official, whose
name was not divulged, con-

firmed that Venezuela ‘‘ma-
nipulates its Venezuelan
Crude Oil basket index by in-
cluding refined products in the
mix.’’ That method of calculat-
ing oil prices, which the offi-
cial said ‘‘accurately reflected
revenue from all of PDVSA’s
sales of crude petroleum and
refined products,’’ was re-
sponsible for narrowing the
gap between prices for Vene-
zuela’s heavy sulfur-laden
crude and benchmark light,
sweet crude.

The document, which was
signed off on by then Ambas-

sador Patrick Duddy, said the
official’s admission ‘‘reinforc-
es suspicions about the Chavez
administration’s willingness
to manipulate official govern-
ment statistics.’’

A later embassy report on
Dec. 17, 2009, described a deteri-
oration in the country’s refiner-
ies and quality problems in
some shipments that had re-
quired PDVSA to offer foreign
clients discounts on future sales.

The document said accord-
ing to a PDVSA executive,
about 70 percent of the compa-
ny’s 100,000 employees aren’t
involved in the ‘‘core petroleum
business.’’ Chavez has assigned
PDVSA tasks including distrib-
uting subsidized food, leading
to criticism that the oil business
is being neglected.

A confidential document
from the embassy on Jan. 6,
2010, analyzed problems in the
oil industry, concluding that
‘‘by all accounts . .  . PDVSA
activity levels are down.’’ It
said government seizures of
oil service companies, com-
bined with maintenance and
labor problems, would likely
‘‘result in further crude oil pro-
duction erosion.’’

While Venezuela says it pro-
duces about 3 million barrels
of oil a day, the U.S. Energy
Information Administration
estimated the amount at 2.2
million barrels a day in 2009,
down about 190,000 barrels
from 2008.

The U.S. Embassy predicted
that Venezuela’s declining oil
output and years of inadequate
investment will eventually
force ‘‘hard economic choices.’’

‘‘President Chavez will re-
act when he can no longer ig-
nore the problems in the oil
sector,’’ it said.

Russia forest road project approved
Moscow
THE WASHINGTON POST

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Russian highway project that would slice through an ancient
oak forest — protested by a wide swath of citizens and so
controversial that journalists who wrote about it were beaten and
maimed — will indeed be built, government officials said Tuesday.

Earlier this year, President Dmitry Medvedev intervened in the
dispute, halting construction to allow for a re-examination of the
project’s merits. With powerful construction and political interests
arrayed against nascent citizen activism, his attention offered the
possibility that ordinary citizens were being heard in a country where
the powerful, the connected and the corrupt hold sway.

It was not to be. Deputy Prime Minister Sergei Ivanov said
Tuesday that the government commission convened to study the
new highway connecting Moscow and St. Petersburg through the
200-year-old Khimki oak forest had concluded that economic,
legal and time imperatives outweighed all else.

‘‘We have made a decision to build this road,’’ Ivanov said. ‘‘The
decision to begin the construction will be made as soon as it is approved
by the president.’’ Protesters said they are not ready to concede defeat,
although it seemed unlikely Medvedev would fail to approve the plan
now that it had the imprimatur of the commission that examined it.

Igor Levitin, the transportation minister, said relocating the road
would delay construction through the town of Khimki to 2017. Now
it can be built within three years, he said.

Ivanov said the government would spend $130 million to
compensate for damage to the environment, planting trees on the
96 hectares of forest to be cleared, and more.

Levitin said $170 million would have been lost on the $1.7 billion
construction if the highway had been moved. ‘‘If the contractors found
the new route unprofitable,’’ he said, ‘‘we would have been forced to
completely substitute federal funds for private investment.’’

Assange still locked up ahead of Swedish appeal
London AP

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange will
spend at least one more night in a British
prison, after court officials said Wednesday
that an appeal against the decision to grant
him bail would not be heard for at least 24
hours.

Officials at the High Court in London said
the appeal by Swedish authorities would be
heard Thursday. The court said further
details would be confirmed later
Wednesday.

On Tuesday, a judge ordered Assange
released on £200,000 bail, but Swedish
prosecutors challenged the decision.

Assange has spent a week in prison
following his surrender to British police over
a Swedish sex-crimes warrant.

He denies any wrongdoing but has
refused to voluntarily surrender to Sweden’s
request to extradite him for questioning.

Supporters of the 39-year-old Australian
say the charges are trumped up and possibly
politically motivated.

Assange’s British lawyer, Mark Stephens,
said Wednesday that ‘‘somebody has it in for
Julian Assange and we only can conjecture
why.’’

But lawyer Gemma Lindfield, acting for
Sweden, told Tuesday’s hearing that

Assange faced serious allegations and may
abscond if granted bail.

She said he is accused of rape,
molestation and unlawful coercion by two
women for separate incidents in August. She
said one had accused him of pinning her
down and refusing to use a condom.

A second woman says Assange had sex
with her without a condom while he was a
guest at her Stockholm home and she was
asleep.

Assange has not been charged in
Sweden. His lawyers say the allegations
stem from a dispute over ‘‘consensual but
unprotected sex’’ and argue that he has
offered to make himself available for
questioning via video link or in person in
Britain.

Lindfield also rejected attempts to link
Assange’s case with the work of
WikiLeaks, which last month deeply
angered U.S. officials by beginning to
publish its trove of 250,000 secret U.S.
diplomatic cables.

‘‘This is not a case about WikiLeaks,
rather a case about alleged serious offenses
against two women,’’ Lindfield said.

District Judge Howard Riddle approved
bail on condition Assange wear an electronic
tag, stay at a specific address in southern

England, report to police every evening and
observe two four-hour curfews each day in
addition to putting up the bond.

His lawyers are struggling to assemble
the bail money, which the court wants to see
up front and in cash.

Stephens said he had about half the
amount by Wednesday.

Staying positive: WikiLeaks founder
Julian Assange signals to reporters
from inside a police van as he arrives
at Wandsworth Prison in London after
his bail hearing Tuesday. AP

The road to progress: The Khimki forest dispute has
showcased the abuse of power that exists in Russia and
the dangers associated with trying to expose it. AP
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