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Minsk forced to look
East after crackdown
ANALYSIS
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A crackdown on the opposition
after elections in Belarus has
struck a potentially fatal blow
to strongman President Alexander Lukashenko’s bid to improve ties with the West, analysts say.
In November Lukashenko
— who has ruled the former
Soviet republic of 10 million
with an iron fist for the past 16
years — pledged to build ‘‘normal relations’’ with European
neighbors, who urged him to
launch democratic reforms.
He actually relaxed controls on the opposition during
the presidential campaign, a
move that appeared aimed at
impressing international election observers.
But Lukashenko has failed
to ‘‘keep the promise to hold a
free and fair vote,’’ as police
Sunday night used force
against tens of thousands of
demonstrators protesting his
expected re-election in the
first round, claiming vote
fraud, Belarusian analyst
Ales Lagvinets said.
‘‘Belarus is isolated from
the Western democratic
world,’’ he said.
At his first postelection
news conference Monday,
Lukashenko criticized opposition candidates for refusing to
tolerate the brutal excesses of
the Belarusian police.
‘‘What a disgrace. They
wanted to become presidents. What kind of president
are you if you are whacked in
the face and you cry blue
murder? Why are you howling? What kind of president

Alexander Lukashenko
are you? You should put up
with it!’’
The European Union
pledged ¤3 billion in assistance to Belarus and promised
closer cooperation with Minsk
if the vote was considered to
be free and fair.
But now the EU, along with
the U.S., has denounced Sunday’s violence and the arrest of
seven of the nine candidates opposing Lukashenko.
As a result, Lukashenko also risks becoming more vulnerable in the face of growing
pressure from Russia, which
became irritated by Minsk’s
flirtation over the last months
with Brussels.
‘‘Lukashenko comes out of
this situation weakened not
only domestically, but also in
relations with Russia,’’ on
which Belarus depends heavily for its supply of oil and gas,
Lagvinets said.
In recent months, Lukashenko — whose country needs foreign financial assistance to cope
with economic difficulties — has
sought favor from both Brussels
and Moscow, a traditional ally
with whom relations have become strained.

‘‘Lukashenko is confident
that, having no other choice, the
EU will pursue dialogue with
him despite what happened on
Sunday,’’ Belarusian analyst
Valery Karbalevich said.
Lukashenko’s ‘‘fear’’ of tens
of thousands of protesters
gathered in the capital was behind his decision to use force,
Karbalevich added.
‘‘The internal situation in
Belarus is more important to
Lukashenko than the European Union’s reaction.’’
He said relations with Russia would ‘‘remain contentious’’ due to the dispute over
the price for Russian gas, part
of which flows through Belarus to Europe.
At a postelection news conference Monday, Lukashenko
appeared to hold an olive
branch out to Russia.
‘‘I will endure all hardships
so that we do not split with Russia,’’ he said, adding that Belarus had never been Russia’s enemy. ‘‘We have managed to get
away from this tension.’’
Russian analyst Fyodor Lukyanov noted that Lukashenko
has ‘‘played . . . a delicate game
of improving ties (with the EU)
to the detriment of Russia.
‘‘But he has deprived himself
of the opportunity to rely on the
EU’’ and could be forced to return to Russia’s orbit, he said.
Economically weak, Belarus cannot afford to be at loggerheads both with the West
and Russia.
‘‘There is a third way — isolation — but Belarus is not
strong enough economically.
It has an advantageous location between Russia and Europe, but it will be difficult to
profit from it amid conflict
with both parties.’’
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In trouble: Opposition leader and former Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko arrives at the Prosecutor General’s Office
in Kiev on Monday, where she was charged with abuse of power. AP

Tymoshenko charged with abuse of power
Kiev
AFP-JIJI
------------------------------------------

Former Ukrainian Prime
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko
was charged Monday with
abuse of power, a crime that
could put the charismatic Orange Revolution leader in jail
for a decade and keep her out
of politics.
Tymoshenko told reporters
on leaving the prosecutor’s office that she has been ordered
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On the auspicious occasion of
the visit to Japan of H.E. Ismail Omar Guelleh, president
of the Republic of Djibouti,
from Dec. 19 to 22, it gives me
great pleasure to address the
esteemed readers of The Japan Times.
At the outset, I would like to
convey the warm greetings of
President Guelleh, as well as
his best wishes for the health
and happiness, to Their Imperial Majesties Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko, and
to the rest of the Imperial family, and peace and prosperity
to the friendly people and government of Japan.
The president is leading a
large delegation that includes
Minister of Foreign and International Cooperation H.E.
Mahmoud Ali Youssouf and
other high-ranking officials.
This visit is a clear illustration
of the excellent relations that
have existed between our two
countries for more than 33
years since the establishment
of diplomatic ties.
These relations have been
greatly strengthened in the
last years as witnessed by the
establishment of Japanese
representation in Djibouti
and the high-level exchange
of visits in 2009 and 2010. This
visit appears to be the culmination of other ministeriallevel visits that have been undertaken by both sides to consolidate and diversify their
relations.
During his visit, President
Guelleh had a very open and
fruitful meeting with Prime
Minister Naoto Kan, during
which important issues of interest to both sides were discussed.
The two heads of government agreed to further consolidate their strategic partnership in all fields possible and in
particular in the economic
field. They both underlined
their shared position on the

being spent,’’ said Tymoshenko. ‘‘We used funds from
a single line item of the budget, one that had no purpose
or designation.’’
Tymoshenko told the investigators that the money
in question — ¤320 million
($425 million) — was not misappropriated and was actually intact.
If convicted, Tymoshenko,
50, faces between seven to 10
years in prison followed by a

mandatory three-year abstention from politics.
The initial announcement of
a probe into Tymoshenko, who
leads her own opposition party
in Parliament, led to an ugly
brawl in the chamber last Friday when her supporters tried
to stage a sit-in strike. The ensuing brawl sent several lawmakers to the hospital and underscored the deep political
divisions that still run in
Ukraine.

Djibouti president’s visit
President’s visit reinforces the strategic
partnership between Japan and Djibouti
Ahmed Araita Ali

to stay in Kiev during the investigation, which is linked to
the alleged misuse of state
funds.
The former ally of ex-President Viktor Yushchenko said
she had used money earmarked in the state budget for
environmental spending to
cover Ukraine’s massive pension arrears in times of economic crisis.
‘‘The money allotted for
the Kyoto Protocol was not

Russia and Latvia vowed
Monday to move past decades
of mistrust and restore neighborly relations during a historic visit to Moscow by Latvian
President Valdis Zatlers.
The visit was ‘‘the result of
our political will to overcome
the difficulties and find new
opportunities for cooperation,’’ Russian President Dmitry Medvedev told Zatlers,
who became the first Baltic
president to visit Moscow in 16
years.
The two sides signed agreements to cooperate more
closely in the fight against organized crime, eliminate double-taxation, and ensure closer protection of the Baltic environment, among other
goals.
The three Baltic countries
strongly resented being swallowed by the Soviet Union under a secret pact with Nazi
Germany in 1940, and relations between Moscow and Riga remained rocky throughout
the post-Soviet era.
Among a raft of disputes between the two nations is Moscow’s claim that Latvia discriminates against its Russian-speaking minority, for
example by making Latvian
the only official language.
Latvia in turn wants Moscow to recognize that it occupied Latvia in 1940 and has
strongly condemned Russia’s
recent record on human
rights, joining a bloc of former
Warsaw Pact nations that still
mistrust their former political
master.

maintenance of peace and security in the world in general,
and in our region in particular,
and for that reason have being
cooperating in the fight
against piracy off the coast of
Somalia.
The president of the Republic of Djibouti has welcomed
the Japan Maritime SelfDefense Force and coast
guard engagement since 2009
in protecting the commercial
vessels passing through these
waters, which are considered
one of the most paramount
maritime lanes in the world in
terms of traffic. The president
was able to meet several ministers, including Minister of
Defense Toshimi Kitazawa
and JICA President Sadako
Ogata, as well as other high officials. Furthermore, the
president will pay a courtesy
visit on the Emperor during
his visit and meet with the Japan-Djibouti Parliamentary
Friendship Association.
In order to improve trade
exchanges between Djibouti
and Japan, a business breakfast meeting is to be co-organized by the Djibouti Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
and our embassy, with the
participation of Japanese
business organizations such
as Keizai Doyukai and Keidanren, as well as many Japanese companies, some which
have been active in Djibouti or
have business relations with
the Djibouti business community.
It is useful to mention that
an important business delegation led by the president of the
chamber of commerce of Djibouti and former president of
COMESA Business Council,
Said Omar Moussa, and which
comprises heads of Djibouti
companies active in the sectors of transport, logistics, export and import of consumer
goods, and property development will be present at this
breakfast meeting. It will be a
good opportunity to familiarize the Japanese business

Djibouti President Ismail Omar Guelleh meets Prime Minister
Naoto Kan at the Prime Minister’s Official Residence in Tokyo
on Dec. 20
community with the many assets and potential of our economy based on the transport corridor, which constitutes the
backbone of our development.
Despite poor international
economic conditions, the pace
of economic growth has been
positive in 2010, exceeding 5
percent, and is expected to be
on the ascending trend for the
coming year. The Djibouti
free zones continue to receive
more foreign firms wishing to
establish a presence and use
the Djibouti location as a center of distribution for products
as well as a logistic platform.
There were 127 such companies in 2009 and the number is
expected to rise.
The low investment flows
registered during the world
economic slowdown were
compensated by other opportunities that will make possi-

ble the launch of infrastructure projects. A shipyard project, with an estimated value
of $250 million, combined with
a new port in the city of Tadjourah and express highways
to the northern part of Ethiopia are part of these projects,
and will certainly enhance the
gateway position of the Republic of Djibouti.
During this business meeting and during other meetings
with Japanese business organizations, President Guelleh
will warmly invite Japanese
companies to invest in Djibouti, the gateway to Africa, by
emulating other foreign investors who are beginning to recognize the strategic position of
Djibouti.
The success of the booming
transport platform is giving
impetus to the local economy
that is expanding through the
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establishment of many banks,
hotels and small-scale industries, which are labor-intensive sectors, with a trickledown effect on society overall.
This is in accordance with the
National Initiative for social
development launched in 2007
under the leadership of the
president and is focused mainly on four strategies, one of
which is the creation of favorable conditions for sustainable
economic development.
In that perspective, the government is seeking to achieve
these conditions especially in
the sectors of energy and vocational training. The challenges in the energy sector can
be overcome if renewable energies such as geothermal, solar and wind energy, abundantly available in our country, can be harnessed.
Promising projects are being studied in this field and
could be concretized under a
public-private partnership
mechanism in the coming
years, and we welcome the
support of interested partners
in Japan and in other countries.
Through this visit, we are
also reinforcing our ties with
the largest Japanese medical
group, Tokushukai, led by the
philanthropic Dr. Torao Tokuda, as an example of the multifaceted cooperation we would
like to imprint on the bilateral
relations between our two
countries.
This partnership built on
confidence and strenuous efforts led to the establishment
of the second dialysis center in
the country last April thanks
to Tokushukai’s donation of dialysis machines.
The signing of an MOU during this visit has paved the
way for an ambitious undertaking of a hospital using the
management and the advanced medical technology of
Japan for the benefit of local
patients, most of whom would
not have had the chance to get
such treatment without traveling overseas. In conclusion,
I would add that the visit has
enhanced the bilateral relationship between Djibouti and
Japan, and could contribute to
the mutual benefit of the Japanese and Djibouti people.

Djibouti President Ismail Omar Guelleh (third from left) meets members of the Japan-Djibouti
Parliamentary Friendship Association in Tokyo on Dec. 20

List of member
companies of
presidential
delegation

GSK
Massida Logistics &
Transport
CHAB Express
Savon & Ries Group
Mega Tamamoul Group
Ets.J.M.Sharafaily
General Trading
Senex SARL
Capital Rent a Car
Marill Group
AL-GAMIL Group
Halt Group
Taco SARL
NALCO
Salt Investment
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