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Fewer journalists killed in 2010
Brussels AP

Fewer reporters were killed worldwide in 2010 than in the previous
year, but media advocacy groups have warned that while the
number slain in war zones has fallen, criminals and traffickers
have become a greater threat to journalists.

Fifty-seven reporters were killed around the world over the
year, the Paris-based media advocacy group Reporters Without
Borders said Thursday in its annual report, down 25 percent from
2009, when 76 journalists were killed in connection with their jobs.

The record number of deaths in 2009 was largely because of a
massacre in the Philippines that saw more than two dozen
journalists and their staffers gunned down.

A separate report Thursday from the Brussels-based
International Federation for Journalists said 94 journalists and
other media personnel were killed in 2010, down from 139 in 2009.
The federation count includes other employees of media
organizations, such as drivers, cameramen or producers.

The insurgency in Pakistan claimed the most victims in 2010,
according to both groups. Other dangerous beats included the
drug war in Mexico and political unrest in Honduras. Iraq, the
Philippines and Somalia also ranked high.

Media advocates stressed that while massacres such as the
one in the Philippines or the war in Iraq have pushed up the death
toll in recent years, the number of journalists killed in domestic
political conflicts has reached an alarmingly high level.

‘‘This year, most of the journalists were killed in countries that
cannot be called countries at war,’’ said Jean-Francois Julliard,
the secretary general of Reporters Without Borders. ‘‘We have the
feeling that murderers of journalists are among organized crime
gangs, mafia, militias rather than in conflict zones.’’

A total of 51 reporters were kidnapped in 2010, up from 33 in
2009, Reporters Without Borders said. Two French TV journalists,
as well as their three Afghan assistants, have been held hostage
in Afghanistan for more than a year. Many others were beaten,
jailed without a trial, threatened, or prevented from publishing,
said federation President Jim Boumelha, pointing to disputed
elections in Belarus and Cote d’Ivoire.

New economic development strategy will benefit all
Jose Ferná ndez de Cossío
AMBASSADOR OF CUBA

------------------------------------------

On Jan. 1, Cuba’s National
Day, when the triumph of the
Cuban Revolution 52 years
ago is marked,
it is my great
pleasure to ex-
tend, on behalf
of the Cuban
people and gov-
ernment, our
best wishes for
peace, pros-
perity and friendship to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michi-
ko, and to the government
and people of Japan. My
greetings also go to all the
readers of The Japan Times.

The coming year will be
transcendental for Cuban na-
tional life because it will de-
fine the outcome of a pro-
found process of updating
and transforming the econo-
my and the social system that
will be fully established by
the Congress of the Cuban
Communist Party scheduled
to take place in the spring.
The congress will be the cul-
mination of a very wide and
democratic debate already
under way, and open to the
participation of all citizens.

The decisions and mea-
sures that the Cuban govern-
ment have started to imple-
ment, and those that will be
adopted by the Party Con-
gress, will update through a
five-year plan the economic
system with the aim of over-
coming the enormous chal-
lenges and difficulties that in
recent years have affected
the country, and ensuring the
continuation of the socialist
system.

Cuba will preserve and
perfect its conquests in the
fields of health, education
and social justice while pur-
suing a new strategy for the

economic development of the
country for the benefit of all.
For those purposes, new
laws, decisions and pro-
grams to optimize and in-
crease agriculture produc-
tion are being put in place
through the distribution of
land under different tenure
schemes while providing fi-
nancial assistance and scien-
tific technological support
that will make it possible to
attain alimentary sovereign-
ty.

New projects being imple-
mented in the oil industry and
its byproducts have received
very high priority for the ex-
pansion of industrial capaci-
ty, and the construction of
new refineries and petro-
chemical complexes to
achieve increasing produc-
tion levels for internal re-
quirements and export. The
exploration and extraction of
hydrocarbons from land oil
fields are being enlarged, as
well as exploration with for-
eign participation of offshore
resources in Cuba’s exclusive
maritime economic zone.
The mining and nickel indus-
tries continue to receive fi-
nancial resources for their
progressive expansion and
modernization. Large water
resource complexes are be-
ing constructed for the sup-
ply of the precious liquid to

the population, agriculture
and industry through more
abundant and efficient use.

Tourism constitutes one of
the most dynamic pillars of
the national economy, and a
detonator of industrial devel-
opment and complementary
services. Significant invest-
ments are being allocated for
the continuous expansion of
this sector, including its di-
versification. The excellent
environmental conditions
prevailing in the country, and
its stability and public safe-
ty, make it a most attractive
destination where visitors

can find beautiful beaches;
rich cultural heritage; large
tracts of remarkable, un-
touched rain forest; un-
spoiled reefs and intact wet-
lands; large populations of
migratory birds and 22 spe-
cies endemic to the island,
which includes the zunzun,
the world’s smallest bird;
and a lively and hospitable
people while enjoying multi-
ple expressions of a robust
and diverse culture.

The traditional Cuban ex-
ports to the Japanese mar-
ket, such as internationally
recognized rum, premium
Havana cigars, coffee and
seafood products, enjoy wide
preference among consum-
ers, and Cuba strives to
maintain and enhance its
presence. Cuba is actively
promoting the export of tech-
nical services packages,
mainly in the health sector.
Presently, 39,000 physicians
and other specialists are
serving in 69 countries.

During the last decades,
Japanese companies have
had a very positive and im-
portant relationship with Cu-
ba, supplying equipment and

high-quality technology. Cu-
ba welcomes the participa-
tion of Japanese firms in dif-
ferent investment and devel-
opment schemes in the
sectors of oil and gas explora-
tion and extraction, mining,
tourism and the pharmaceu-
tical industry, particularly
biotechnology.

On such a special day as

this, I would like to express
the high appreciation and
profound esteem of the peo-
ple and government of Cuba
for the renewed and consis-
tent expressions of solidarity
and friendship received from
organizations, distinguished
members of parliament, po-
litical parties and Japanese
society in general.

Latin American gang violence more ruthless, ritualistic
Slayings border on occult, driven
by younger, ego-starved killers
Sofia Miselem
Mexico City/Caracas
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Violence and murder in-
creased across Latin America
in 2010, with ruthless blood-
shed by drug traffickers and
criminal gangs making public
safety the top concern in the
region.

More than 12,000 deaths
over the year in Mexico’s
drug-fueled conflict, a recent
crackdown on criminal gangs
in Rio de Janeiro’s slums that
left 37 people dead, and a dead-
ly protest against immigrant
squatters in Argentina’s capi-
tal all showed different faces
of brutality in the region.

‘‘We live in a region where
violent and slow, painful death
have spilled across the bor-
ders,’’ said Benjamin Cuellar,
the director of the Human
Rights Institute at Central
American University El Sal-
vador. He noted that for the
past 10 years, Latin America’s
murder rate has been twice
that of any other continent.

In Mexico, President Felipe
Calderon in 2006 deployed
50,000 troops to help local po-
lice stem the spiraling blood-
shed across his country. Since
then, however, drug-related
violence has claimed some
30,000 victims, more than
12,000 in 2010 alone.

But the 2010 murder rate,
Mexico’s worst ever, is only
part of the story. The ruthless-
ness, depravity and sheer cru-
elty shown by the killers has
degenerated to new levels.

And in this digital age,
gory executions of kidnap
victims, torture of rival gang
members and shocking de-
capitations can be download-
ed in picture or video format
on the Internet.

The ritualistic aspect of
these murders, often carried

out as initiation rites, add to
their harshness.

Western Michoacan state’s
La Familia drug cartel boss,
Nazario Moreno, who the gov-
ernment said was killed last
week in a shootout with police,
wrote a sort of ‘‘Bible’’ for his
group, which is notorious for
piling up bodies and tossing
severed heads inside bars.

‘‘The hit men are getting
younger and more ruthless,
sometimes acting out esoter-
ic cult rituals such as
beheading or dismembering
their victims,’’ said Mexico
police Commissioner Facun-
do Rosas.

Some of the names that
criminal gangs give them-
selves reflect their callous at-
titude. In Ciudad Juarez, Mex-
ico’s murder capital across
from El Paso, Texas, nearly
3,000 murders last year were
attributed to Los Aztecas and
Los Artistas Asesinos (the
murder artists).

In Honduras, authorities be-
lieve the September massacre
of 18 factory workers in San
Pedro Sula was a settling of
accounts between the Mara
Salvatrucha gang, also known
as the MS-13, and its chief ri-
val, Mara 18 (M-18).

Three weeks after that
mass shooting, neighboring El
Salvador passed an anticrime-
gang law that punishes any-
body found to belong to such
groups with 10 years in prison.

But there are compelling
reasons why some young peo-
ple join criminal gangs.

Becoming a hit man or
beginner drug trafficker ‘‘is
the only door open’’ to young
people living in poverty, ac-
cording to author Elmer
Mendoza, who has written a
series of best-sellers about
drug trafficking.

‘‘But it’s not only about
eating and putting food on

the table,’’ he said. ‘‘It’s
also about marking out your
own space within a group and
getting admiration, so they
can say: ‘There goes so-and-
so.’ And that’s what we’re
seeing in Mexico, Colombia
and Brazil.’’

This is where the ritualistic
element comes in, Mendoza
said.

That is why many hit men in
Mexico belong to the cult of La
Santa Muerte (Holy Death),
represented by a scythe-
wielding skeleton draped in
the robes of a Catholic saint. It
has an estimated following of 2
million to 5 million people.

Other gang members wor-
ship at altars to ‘‘holy bandit’’
Jesus Malverde, others still
sacrifice their victims to Palo
Mayombe, a bloody offshoot of
Cuba’s Afro-American Sante-
ria religion.

In Venezuela, they make of-
fers to the Court of Malandra;
in Colombia, they pray for
good aim to the Virgin of Saba-
neta; while in Argentina drug
traffickers cluster around the
images of Saint Expeditus to
help them overcome trials and
tribulations.

‘‘It is a deviation from his-
torical religions toward pseu-
do-Catholicism and occultism,

so that these individuals ex-
pect to get special favors,’’
above all control over death,
said Carlos Montiel, who
wrote ‘‘La Fe de los Sicarios’’
(the faith of the hit men).

The decision to join a crimi-
nal gang is not always a per-
sonal one. Many are ‘‘manipu-
lated by superstitious sect
leaders who feed a massive
level of violence,’’ the Mexican
researcher said.

In August, Organization of
American States Secretary
General Jose Manuel Insulza
admitted that Latin America
was experiencing an unprece-
dented crime wave, which ‘‘in

a number of cities has become
a real epidemic.’’

‘‘Five years ago, we spoke
separately of drug cartels,
‘maras,’ armed gangs, kid-
nappers, smugglers and peo-
ple traffickers. Now all this vi-
olence seems to converge in
criminal organizations
alone,’’ he said after a Mexico
City event.

Not all the violence came
from organized crime,
though. Argentina in Decem-
ber had to confront social un-
rest when Buenos Aires resi-
dents protested against 6,000
poor immigrants from Boliv-
ia, Paraguay and other neigh-

boring countries who squatted
in a city park.

Authorities mobilized 3,000
militarized police to keep or-
der after three of the migrants
were killed, and from Jan. 1
the deployment will swell to
9,000.

President Cristina Kirch-
ner said: ‘‘Being poor is
not equivalent to being a
criminal.’’

On Thursday, a crime
watchdog group said Venezue-
la had a staggering 17,600-plus
murders in 2010 in a country of
29 million.

‘‘And these are the conser-
vative estimates,’’ said Rober-

to Briceno Leon, head of the
Venezuelan Violence Monitor.

‘‘That does not include peo-
ple killed resisting authori-
ties, which would add on an-
other 2,000 dead, nor those
killed in December, which has
been a bad month.’’

Venezuelans’ No. 1 worry,
violent crime is one of the
most pressing problems faced
by President Hugo Chavez’s
government, which no longer
provides figures on violent
crime.

Many local media have
made it a mission to tally bod-
ies at local morgues and keep
the figures in the spotlight.

Natural beauty: The Cordillera de Guaniguanico, in Cuba’s
westernmost province of Pinar de Rio, is one of the country’s
three major mountain ranges.

Capital: A view of Havana CUBAN EMBASSY

Cuba national day

Cuba President Raul Castro

Up in smoke: Two soldiers watch 134 tons of marijuana burn Oct. 20 in the border town of Tijuana, Mexico. The pot was seized
by the Mexican Army after a clash with drug traffickers that produced the largest confiscation in recent memory, the military
said. Latin Americans pay a high price in their wars against drug trafficking. AFP-JIJI
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